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g E N E S I S  1 : 2 44   |  

24 Then God said, “Let the earth produce every sort of animal, each 
producing offspring of the same kind—livestock, small animals 
that scurry along the ground, and wild animals.” And that is what 
happened. 25 God made all sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small 
animals, each able to produce offspring of the same kind. And God saw 
that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings* in our image, to be 
like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the 
livestock, all the wild animals on the earth,* and the small animals that 
scurry along the ground.”
27 So God created human beings* in his own image.

In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the 
earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, 
and all the animals that scurry along the ground.”

29 Then God said, “Look! I have given you every seed-bearing plant 
throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food. 30 And I have 
given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in the 
sky, and the small animals that scurry along the ground—everything 
that has life.” And that is what happened.

31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very 
good!

And evening passed and morning came, marking the sixth day.

2 So the creation of the heavens and the earth and everything in them 
was completed. 2 On the seventh day God had finished his work of 

creation, so he rested* from all his work. 3 And God blessed the seventh 
day and declared it holy, because it was the day when he rested from all 
his work of creation.

4 This is the account of the creation of the heavens and the earth.
The Man and Woman in Eden
When the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5 neither wild plants 
nor grains were growing on the earth. For the Lord God had not yet sent 
rain to water the earth, and there were no people to cultivate the soil. 
6 Instead, springs* came up from the ground and watered all the land. 
7 Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He 
breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a 
living person.

8 Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he 
placed the man he had made. 9 The Lord God made all sorts of trees grow 
up from the ground—trees that were beautiful and that produced delicious 
fruit. In the middle of the garden he placed the tree of life and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river flowed from the land of Eden, watering the garden and then 
dividing into four branches. 11 The first branch, called the Pi shon, flowed 
around the entire land of Hav i lah, where gold is found. 12 The gold of that 
land is exceptionally pure; aromatic resin and onyx stone are also found 
there. 13 The second branch, called the Gihon, flowed around the entire land 
of Cush. 14 The third branch, called the Ti gris, flowed east of the land of 
As shur. The fourth branch is called the Eu phra tes.
1:26a Or man; Hebrew reads adam.  1:26b As in Syriac version; Hebrew reads all the earth.  
1:27 Or the man; Hebrew reads ha-adam.  2:2 Or ceased; also in 2:3.  2:6 Or mist.  
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The second unique Bible in the line, Inspire PRAISE features nearly 500 all-new illustrations to color; even 
thicker, warm white Bible paper for increased readability; brighter, purer display of added color; thirty-two 
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The Account of Creation

1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.* 2 The earth was 
formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit 

of God was hovering over the surface of the waters.
3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw 

that the light was good. Then he separated the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning came, marking the fi rst day.
6 Then God said, “Let there be a space between the waters, to separate the 

waters of the heavens from the waters of the earth.” 7 And that is what 
happened. God made this space to separate the waters of the earth 
from the waters of the heavens. 8 God called the space “sky.”

And evening passed and morning came, marking the second day.
9 Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the sky fl ow together into one 

place, so dry ground may appear.” And that is what happened. 10 God 
called the dry ground “land” and the waters “seas.” And God saw that 
it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the land sprout with vegetation—
every sort of seed-bearing plant, and trees that grow seed-bearing 
fruit. These seeds will then produce the kinds of plants and trees from 
which they came.” And that is what happened. 12 The land produced 
vegetation—all sorts of seed-bearing plants, and trees with seed-
bearing fruit. Their seeds produced plants and trees of the same kind. 
And God saw that it was good.

13 And evening passed and morning came, marking the third day.
14 Then God said, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate the day from 

the night. Let them be signs to mark the seasons, days, and years. 15 Let 
these lights in the sky shine down on the earth.” And that is what 
happened. 16 God made two great lights—the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the night. He also made the stars. 
17 God set these lights in the sky to light the earth, 18 to govern the day 
and night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good.

19 And evening passed and morning came, marking the fourth day.
20 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with fi sh and other life. Let the 

skies be fi lled with birds of every kind.” 21 So God created great sea 
creatures and every living thing that scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of bird—each producing offspring of the same kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 22 Then God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply. Let the fi sh fi ll the seas, and let the birds multiply 
on the earth.”

23 And evening passed and morning came, marking the fi fth day.
1:1 Or In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, . . . Or When God began to 
create the heavens and the earth, . . .  

Inspire PRAYER Bible / NLT

Introducing an all-new edition of the bestselling Bible for coloring and creative journaling. Inspire PRAYER 
features a new set of art with the prayer theme throughout. More than 500 beautiful line-art illustrations to color, 
plus wide margins for journaling.

LEARN MORE ABOUT:

+  Inspire® Bible for Girls
 See page 72

+  Inspire®: Proverbs
 See page 82

+  Inspire®: Psalms
 See page 83
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568   |  T o b i T  1 : 1 9

Sennacherib had to retreat from Judea because the King of heaven was 
punishing him for speaking blasphemous things. In his anger Sennach-
erib put to death many of the captives from Judea, but I stole the bodies 
and buried them secretly. When Sennacherib looked for the bodies, he 
could not find them. 19 One day someone from Nineveh told the king 
what I was doing. When I realized that the king knew all about me and 
wanted to put me to death, I became afraid and fled for my life. 20 All my 
property was taken from me and put in the royal treasury. All that was 
left to me was my wife, Anna, and my son, Tobiah.

21 But less than forty days later the king was murdered by two of his 
sons, who escaped into the mountains of Ararat. He was succeeded by 
his son Esarhaddon, who appointed my nephew Ahikar* (my brother 
Hanael’s son) to be his chief accountant and administrator. 22 Ahikar 
put in a good word for me, and I was able to return to Nineveh. (Ahikar 
had been Sennacherib’s chief cup-bearer, guardian of the king’s seal, 
administrator, and treasurer. When Esarhaddon became king, he re-
appointed Ahikar to office. As I said, Ahikar was my nephew, and so he 
was a close relative.)

2 So when Esarhaddon became king, I returned home to live with 
my wife, Anna, and my son, Tobiah. It was Pentecost, the Festival 

of Harvest,* and a fine dinner was prepared for me. 2 When I saw all 
the food laid out on the table, I said to Tobiah, “My dear son, go and 
find a poor, sincere worshiper from among the Israelite captives here 
in Nineveh. Bring him home to share this dinner, and we will wait until 
you come back.”

3 Tobiah had hardly left when he returned. “Father!” he exclaimed.
“What is it, my son?” I replied.
Tobiah said, “One of our people has been strangled, and his body was 

dumped in the marketplace!”
4 I hurried from the table without touching my food and found the 

body. I carried it back from the public square and put it in an outbuild-
ing until I could bury it after sunset. 5 Then I returned to my own house, 
washed myself,* and ate my meal in sorrow. 6 As I ate, I thought of the 
prophecy of Amos against Bethel:

“I will turn your celebrations into times of mourning,
and your songs of joy will be turned to weeping.”*

Then I wept.
Tobit Becomes Blind
7 At sunset I dug a grave and buried the dead man. 8 But my neighbors 
ridiculed me: “Will he never learn? He had to run away the last time he 
did such a thing, and here he is burying the dead again!”

9 That same night I washed myself and went to bed along the in-
side wall of the courtyard. Because it was a hot night, I left my face 
uncovered. 10 I did not know there were sparrows on the wall until 
their droppings fell into my eyes, causing cataracts.* I went to the doc-
tors to be healed, but the more they treated me with ointments, the 
worse my vision became. Finally, I was totally blind. I remained blind 
for four years. During this time my relatives grieved for me, and my 
nephew Ahikar took care of me for two years until he went to Elymais 
in Persia.

11 My wife, Anna, supported us by making cloth.* 12 Each time she 
1:21 Ahikar is a Jewish wise man in other ancient literature.  2:1 Or Festival of  Weeks, a festival 
held 50 days after Passover.  2:5 According to the law of Moses, an Israelite was made unclean by 
touching a corpse.  2:6 Amos 8:10.  2:10 Greek white films.  2:11 Greek by doing women’s work.  
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728   |  P S A L M  1 2 5 : 3

 3 The wicked will not rule the land of the godly,
for then the godly might be tempted to do wrong.

 4 O Lord, do good to those who are good,
whose hearts are in tune with you.

 5 But banish those who turn to crooked ways, O Lord.
Take them away with those who do evil.

May Israel have peace!

126 A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.
 1 When the Lord brought back his exiles to Jerusalem,*

it was like a dream!
 2 We were fi lled with laughter,

and we sang for joy.
And the other nations said,

“What amazing things the Lord has done for them.”
 3 Yes, the Lord has done amazing things for us!

What joy!
 4 Restore our fortunes, Lord,

as streams renew the desert.
 5 Those who plant in tears

will harvest with shouts of joy.
 6 They weep as they go to plant their seed,

but they sing as they return with the harvest.

127A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem. A psalm of 
Solomon.

 1 Unless the Lord builds a house,
the work of the builders is wasted.

Unless the Lord protects a city,
guarding it with sentries will do no good.

 2 It is useless for you to work so hard
from early morning until late at night,

anxiously working for food to eat;
for God gives rest to his loved ones.

 3 Children are a gift from the Lord;
they are a reward from him.

 4 Children born to a young man
are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.

 5 How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of them!
He will not be put to shame when he confronts his accusers at 

the city gates.

128 A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.
 1 How joyful are those who fear the Lord—

all who follow his ways!
 2 You will enjoy the fruit of your labor.

How joyful and prosperous you will be!
 3 Your wife will be like a fruitful grapevine,

fl ourishing within your home.
126:1 Hebrew Zion.  
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636   |  P S A L M  2 2 : 2 2

22 I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters.*
I will praise you among your assembled people.

23 Praise the Lord, all you who fear him!
Honor him, all you descendants of Jacob!
Show him reverence, all you descendants of Israel!

24 For he has not ignored or belittled the suffering of the needy.
He has not turned his back on them,
but has listened to their cries for help.

25 I will praise you in the great assembly.
I will fulfill my vows in the presence of those who  

worship you.
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied.

All who seek the Lord will praise him.
Their hearts will rejoice with everlasting joy.

27 The whole earth will acknowledge the Lord and return to him.
All the families of the nations will bow down before him.

28 For royal power belongs to the Lord.
He rules all the nations.

29 Let the rich of the earth feast and worship.
Bow before him, all who are mortal,
all whose lives will end as dust.

30 Our children will also serve him.
Future generations will hear about the wonders of the Lord.

31 His righteous acts will be told to those not yet born.
They will hear about everything he has done.

23  
A psalm of David.

 1 The Lord is my shepherd;
I have all that I need.

 2 He lets me rest in green meadows;
he leads me beside peaceful streams.

 3 He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,

bringing honor to his name.
 4 Even when I walk

through the darkest valley,*
I will not be afraid,

for you are close beside me.
Your rod and your staff

protect and comfort me.
 5 You prepare a feast for me

in the presence of my enemies.
You honor me by anointing my head with oil.

My cup overflows with blessings.
 6 Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me

all the days of my life,
and I will live in the house of the Lord

forever.

24  
A psalm of David.

 1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.
The world and all its people belong to him.

 22:22 Hebrew my brothers.  23:4 Or the dark valley of  death. 
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 3 The wicked will not rule the land of the godly,
for then the godly might be tempted to do wrong.

 4 O Lord, do good to those who are good,
whose hearts are in tune with you.

 5 But banish those who turn to crooked ways, O Lord.
Take them away with those who do evil.

May Israel have peace!

126 A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.
 1 When the Lord brought back his exiles to Jerusalem,*

it was like a dream!
 2 We were fi lled with laughter,

and we sang for joy.
And the other nations said,

“What amazing things the Lord has done for them.”
 3 Yes, the Lord has done amazing things for us!

What joy!
 4 Restore our fortunes, Lord,

as streams renew the desert.
 5 Those who plant in tears

will harvest with shouts of joy.
 6 They weep as they go to plant their seed,

but they sing as they return with the harvest.

127A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem. A psalm of 
Solomon.

 1 Unless the Lord builds a house,
the work of the builders is wasted.

Unless the Lord protects a city,
guarding it with sentries will do no good.

 2 It is useless for you to work so hard
from early morning until late at night,

anxiously working for food to eat;
for God gives rest to his loved ones.

 3 Children are a gift from the Lord;
they are a reward from him.

 4 Children born to a young man
are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.

 5 How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of them!
He will not be put to shame when he confronts his accusers at 

the city gates.

128 A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.
 1 How joyful are those who fear the Lord—

all who follow his ways!
 2 You will enjoy the fruit of your labor.

How joyful and prosperous you will be!
 3 Your wife will be like a fruitful grapevine,

fl ourishing within your home.
126:1 Hebrew Zion.  
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The original Bible for coloring and creative journaling, Inspire features over 400 Scripture line-art illustrations to color 
plus lightly-ruled wide margins with space for journaling. The beauty of every detail of this Bible draws women into 
Scripture and inspires a creative response through word or art.
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THRIVE / Hardcover Fabric / NLT02 0301

01 02

Get out of my life, you murderers!
20 They blaspheme you;

your enemies misuse your name.
21 O Lord, shouldn’t I hate those who

hate you?
Shouldn’t I despise those who

oppose you?
22 Yes, I hate them with total hatred,

for your enemies are my enemies.
23 Search me, O God, and know my

heart;
test me and know my anxious

thoughts.
24 Point out anything in me that

offends you,
and lead me along the path of

everlasting life.
139:8 Hebrew to Sheol. 139:17 Or How precious to me
are your thoughts.

PROVERBS 30:15-16
The leech has two suckers that cry out,
“More, more!”*�There are three things
that are never satisfied—no, four that
never say, “Enough!”: the grave,* the
barren womb, the thirsty desert, the
blazing fire.
30:15 Hebrew two daughters who cry out, “Give, give!”
30:16 Hebrew Sheol.
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21
ZECHARIAH 1:1-21
In November* of the second year of
King Darius’s reign, the Lord gave this
message to the prophet Zechariah son
of Berekiah and grandson of Iddo:

2“I, the Lord, was very angry with
your ancestors. 3Therefore, say to the
people, ‘This is what the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies says: Return to me, and
I will return to you, says the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies.’ 4Don’t be like your
ancestors who would not listen or pay
attention when the earlier prophets

said to them, ‘This is what the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies says: Turn from your
evil ways, and stop all your evil prac-
tices.’

5“Where are your ancestors now?
They and the prophets are long dead.
6But everything I said through my ser-
vants the prophets happened to your
ancestors, just as I said. As a result, they
repented and said, ‘We have received
what we deserved from the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies. He has done what he
said he would do.’”

7Three months later, on February 15,*
the Lord sent another message to the
prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah and
grandson of Iddo.

8In a vision during the night, I saw a
man sitting on a red horse that was
standing among some myrtle trees in a
small valley. Behind him were riders on
red, brown, and white horses. 9I asked
the angel who was talking with me, “My
lord, what do these horses mean?”

“I will show you,” the angel replied.
10The rider standing among the myr-

tle trees then explained, “They are the
ones the Lord has sent out to patrol the
earth.”

11Then the other riders reported to
the angel of the Lord, who was standing
among the myrtle trees, “We have been
patrolling the earth, and the whole
earth is at peace.”

12Upon hearing this, the angel of the
Lord prayed this prayer: “O Lord of
Heaven’s Armies, for seventy years now
you have been angry with Jerusalem and
the towns of Judah. How long until you
again show mercy to them?” 13And the
Lord spoke kind and comforting words
to the angel who talked with me.

14Then the angel said to me, “Shout
this message for all to hear: ‘This is what
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: My
love for Jerusalem and Mount Zion is
passionate and strong. 15But I am very
angry with the other nations that are
now enjoying peace and security. I was
only a little angry with my people, but
the nations inflicted harm on them far
beyond my intentions.
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16“ ‘Therefore, this is what the Lord
says: I have returned to show mercy to
Jerusalem. My Temple will be rebuilt,
says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, and
measurements will be taken for the re-
construction of Jerusalem.*’

17“Say this also: ‘This is what the
Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: The
towns of Israel will again overflow with
prosperity, and the Lordwill again com-
fort Zion and choose Jerusalem as his
own.’”

18*Then I looked up and saw four ani-
mal horns. 19“What are these?” I asked
the angel who was talking with me.

He replied, “These horns represent
the nations that scattered Judah, Israel,
and Jerusalem.”

20Then the Lord showed me four
blacksmiths. 21“What are these men
coming to do?” I asked.

The angel replied, “These four
horns—these nations—scattered and
humbled Judah. Now these blacksmiths
have come to terrify those nations and
throw them down and destroy them.”
1:1 Hebrew In the eighth month. A number of dates in
Zechariah can be cross-checked with dates in surviving
Persian records and related accurately to our modern
calendar. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar
occurred within the months of October and November
520 B.C. 1:7 Hebrew On the twenty-fourth day of the
eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in the second year of
Darius. This event occurred on February 15, 519 B.C.; also
see note on 1:1. 1:16 Hebrew and the measuring line will
be stretched out over Jerusalem. 1:18 Verses 1:18-21 are
numbered 2:1-4 in Hebrew text.

REVELATION 12:1-17
Then I [John] witnessed in heaven an
event of great significance. I saw a
woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon beneath her feet, and a crown of
twelve stars on her head. 2She was preg-
nant, and she cried out because of her la-
bor pains and the agony of giving birth.

3Then I witnessed in heaven another
significant event. I saw a large red
dragon with seven heads and ten horns,
with seven crowns on his heads. 4His
tail swept away one-third of the stars in
the sky, and he threw them to the earth.
He stood in front of the woman as she
was about to give birth, ready to devour
her baby as soon as it was born.

5She gave birth to a son who was to
rule all nations with an iron rod. And her
child was snatched away from the dragon
and was caught up to God and to his
throne. 6And the woman fled into the
wilderness, where God had prepared a
place to care for her for 1,260 days.

7Then there was war in heaven. Mi-
chael and his angels fought against the
dragon and his angels. 8And the dragon
lost the battle, and he and his angels
were forced out of heaven. 9This great
dragon—the ancient serpent called
the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the
whole world—was thrown down to the
earth with all his angels.

10Then I heard a loud voice shouting
across the heavens,

“It has come at last—
salvation and power

and the Kingdom of our God,
and the authority of his Christ.*

For the accuser of our brothers
and sisters*

has been thrown down to earth—
the one who accuses them

before our God day and night.
11 And they have defeated him by the

blood of the Lamb
and by their testimony.

And they did not love their lives
so much

that they were afraid to die.
12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens!

And you who live in the heavens,
rejoice!

But terror will come on the earth
and the sea,

for the devil has come down to
you in great anger,

knowing that he has little time.”

13When the dragon realized that he
had been thrown down to the earth, he
pursued the woman who had given
birth to the male child. 14But she was
given two wings like those of a great
eagle so she could fly to the place pre-
pared for her in the wilderness. There
she would be cared for and protected
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2“This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: The people are saying, ‘The
time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.’ ”

3 Then the LORD sent this message through the prophet Haggai: 4“Why are
you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins? 5 This is what the
LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Look at what’s happening to you! 6 You have
planted much but harvest little. You eat but are not satisfied. You drink but are
still thirsty. You put on clothes but cannot keep warm. Your wages disappear as
though you were putting them in pockets filled with holes!

7“This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Look at what’s happening to
you! 8Now go up into the hills, bring down timber, and rebuild my house. Then I
will take pleasure in it and be honored, says the LORD. 9You hoped for rich har-
vests, but they were poor. And when you brought your harvest home, I blew it
away. Why? Because my house lies in ruins, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies,
while all of you are busy building your own fine houses. 10It’s because of you that
the heavens withhold the dew and the earth produces no crops. 11I have called
for a drought on your fields and hills—a drought to wither the grain and grapes
and olive trees and all your other crops, a drought to starve you and your live-
stock and to ruin everything you have worked so hard to get.”

◆ Obedience to God’s Call / Haggai 1:12-15 / 520 BC
12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, and the whole remnant of God’s people began to obey the message from
the LORD their God. When they heard the words of the prophet Haggai, whom
the LORD their God had sent, the people feared the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the
LORD’s messenger, gave the people this message from the LORD: “I am with you,
says the LORD!”

14So the LORD sparked the enthusiasm of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, gover-
nor of Judah, and the enthusiasm of Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and the enthusiasm of the whole remnant of God’s people. They began to work
on the house of their God, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, 15on September 21* of
the second year of King Darius’s reign.

SEPTEMBER 11
◆ The New Temple’s Splendor / Haggai 2:1-9 / 520 BC

1Then on October 17 of that same year,* the LORD sent another message
through the prophet Haggai. 2“Say this to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor
of Judah, and to Jeshua* son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of
God’s people there in the land: 3‘Does anyone remember this house—this Tem-
ple—in its former splendor? How, in comparison, does it look to you now? It
must seem like nothing at all! 4But now the LORD says: Be strong, Zerubbabel.
Be strong, Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people
still left in the land. And now get to work, for I am with you, says the LORD of
Heaven’s Armies. 5My Spirit remains among you, just as I promised when you
came out of Egypt. So do not be afraid.’

S E P T E M B E R 1 1 p a g e 1232

1:15 Hebrew on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This event occurred on
September 21, 520 B.C.; also see note on 1:1a. 2:1 Hebrew on the twenty-first day of the seventh month, of the ancient
Hebrew lunar calendar. This event (in the second year of Darius’s reign) occurred on October 17, 520 B.C.; also see note on
1:1a. 2:2 Hebrew Joshua, a variant spelling of Jeshua; also in 2:4.

6“For this is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: In just a little while I will
again shake the heavens and the earth, the oceans and the dry land. 7I will shake all
the nations, and the treasures of all the nations will be brought to this Temple. I will
fill this place with glory, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 8The silver is mine, and
the gold is mine, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 9The future glory of this Tem-
ple will be greater than its past glory, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. And in this
place I will bring peace. I, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, have spoken!”

◆ A Call to Return to the LORD / Zechariah 1:1-6 / 520 BC
1In November* of the second year of King Darius’s reign, the LORD gave this
message to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah and grandson of Iddo:

2“I, the LORD, was very angry with your ancestors. 3 Therefore, say to the peo-
ple, ‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Return to me, and I will
return to you, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.’ 4Don’t be like your ancestors
who would not listen or pay attention when the earlier prophets said to them,
‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Turn from your evil ways, and
stop all your evil practices.’

5“Where are your ancestors now? They and the prophets are long dead. 6But
everything I said through my servants the prophets happened to your ances-
tors, just as I said. As a result, they repented and said, ‘We have received what
we deserved from the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. He has done what he said he
would do.’ ”

◆ Blessings Promised for Obedience / Haggai 2:10-19 / 520 BC
10On December 18* of the second year of King Darius’s reign, the LORD sent this
message to the prophet Haggai: 11“This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies
says. Ask the priests this question about the law: 12‘If one of you is carrying some
meat from a holy sacrifice in his robes and his robe happens to brush against
some bread or stew, wine or olive oil, or any other kind of food, will it also
become holy?’ ”

The priests replied, “No.”
13 Then Haggai asked, “If someone becomes ceremonially unclean by touch-

ing a dead person and then touches any of these foods, will the food be defiled?”
And the priests answered, “Yes.”
14 Then Haggai responded, “That is how it is with this people and this nation,

says the LORD. Everything they do and everything they offer is defiled by their
sin. 15Look at what was happening to you before you began to lay the foundation
of the LORD’s Temple. 16When you hoped for a twenty-bushel crop, you har-
vested only ten. When you expected to draw fifty gallons from the winepress,
you found only twenty. 17I sent blight and mildew and hail to destroy everything
you worked so hard to produce. Even so, you refused to return to me, says the
LORD.

18“Think about this eighteenth day of December, the day* when the founda-
tion of the LORD’s Temple was laid. Think carefully. 19I am giving you a promise
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1:1 Hebrew In the eighth month. A number of dates in Zechariah can be cross-checked with dates in surviving Persian
records and related accurately to our modern calendar. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred within
the months of October and November 520 B.C. 2:10 Hebrew On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, of the ancient
Hebrew lunar calendar (similarly in 2:18). This event occurred on December 18, 520 B.C.; also see note on 1:1a. 2:18 Or
On this eighteenth day of December, think about the day.
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Psalm s

Book One (Psalms 1–41)

1 1 Oh, the joys of those who do not
follow the advice of the wicked,

or stand around with sinners,
or join in with mockers.

 2 But they delight in the law of the Lord,
meditating on it day and night.

 3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank,
bearing fruit each season.

Their leaves never wither,
and they prosper in all they do.

 4 But not the wicked!
They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the wind.

 5 They will be condemned at the time of judgment.
Sinners will have no place among the godly.

 6 For the Lord watches over the path of the godly,
but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.

2 1 Why are the nations so angry?
Why do they waste their time with futile plans?

 2 The kings of the earth prepare for battle;
the rulers plot together

against the Lord
and against his anointed one.

 3 “Let us break their chains,” they cry,
“and free ourselves from slavery to God.”

 4 But the one who rules in heaven laughs.
The Lord scoffs at them.

 5 Then in anger he rebukes them,
terrifying them with his fierce fury.

 6 For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king  
on the throne

in Jerusalem,* on my holy mountain.”

 7 The king proclaims the Lord’s decree:
“The Lord said to me, ‘You are my son.*

Today I have become your Father.*
 8 Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance,

the whole earth as your possession.
2:6 Hebrew on Zion.  2:7a Or Son; also in 2:12.  2:7b Or Today I reveal you as my son.  
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produced  vegetation—  all sorts of 
 seed-  bearing plants, and trees with 
 seed-  bearing fruit. Their seeds 
produced plants and trees of the 
same kind. And God saw that it was 
good.

13
 And evening passed and 

 morning came, marking the third 
day.

14
 Then God said, “Let lights appear 
in the sky to separate the day from 
the night. Let them be signs to mark 
the seasons, days, and years. 15

 Let 
these lights in the sky shine down 
on the earth.” And that is what 
happened. 16

 God made two great 
 lights—  the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the 
night. He also made the stars. 17

 God 
set these lights in the sky to light the 
earth, 18

 to govern the day and night, 
and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.

19
 And evening passed and 

morning came, marking the fourth 
day.

20
 Then God said, “Let the waters 
swarm with fish and other life. Let 
the skies be filled with birds of every 
kind.” 21

 So God created great sea 
creatures and every living thing that 
scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of  bird—  each 
producing offspring of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22

 Then God blessed them, saying, 
“Be fruitful and multiply. Let the fish 
fill the seas, and let the birds 
multiply on the earth.”

23
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fifth day.
24

 Then God said, “Let the earth produce 
every sort of animal, each producing 
offspring of the same  kind— live-
stock, small animals that scurry 

■■ OT ________

■■ NT ________

■■ Ps/Pr ______

__/__/__

Jan 1  |
GENES IS  1 :1–2 :25
In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth.* 2

 The earth was 
formless and empty, and darkness cov-
ered the deep waters. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the surface of 
the waters.
3

 Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good. Then he 
 separated the light from the 
 darkness. 5 God called the light 
“day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a space 

between the waters, to separate the 
waters of the heavens from the 
 waters of the earth.” 7 And that is 
what happened. God made this 
space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the 
 heavens. 8 God called the space 
“sky.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the second day.

9
 Then God said, “Let the waters 

beneath the sky flow together into 
one place, so dry ground may 
 appear.” And that is what happened. 
10

 God called the dry ground “land” 
and the waters “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11

 Then God 
said, “Let the land sprout with 
 vegetation—  every sort of  seed- 
 bearing plant, and trees that grow 
 seed-  bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And 
that is what happened. 12

 The land 
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