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  Jeph thah captured the shallow 
crossings of the Jordan River, and 
whenever a fugitive from Ephra im 
tried to go back across, the men of Gil-
e ad would challenge him. “Are you a 
member of the tribe of Ephra im?” they 
would ask. If the man said, “No, I’m 
not,” 6 they would tell him to say “Shib-
bo leth.” If he was from Ephra im, he 
would say “Sib bo leth,” because people 
from Ephra im cannot pronounce 
the word correctly. Then they would 
take him and kill him at the shallow 
crossings of the Jor dan. In all, 42,000 
 Ephra imites were killed at that time.

7
  Jeph thah judged Is ra el for six 

years. When he died, he was buried in 
one of the towns of Gil e ad.

8
 After Jeph thah died, Ibzan from 

Beth le hem judged Is ra el. 9
 He had 

thirty sons and thirty daughters. He 
sent his daughters to marry men out-
side his clan, and he brought in thirty 
young women from outside his clan to 
marry his sons. Ibzan judged Is ra el for 
seven years. 10

 When he died, he was 
buried at Beth le hem.

11
 After Ibzan died, Elon from the 

tribe of  Ze bulun judged Is ra el for ten 
years. 12

 When he died, he was buried 
at Ai ja lon in  Ze bulun.

13
 After Elon died, Ab don son of Hil-

lel, from Pir a thon, judged Is ra el. 14
 He 

had forty sons and thirty grandsons, 
who rode on seventy donkeys. He 
judged Is ra el for eight years. 15

 When 
he died, he was buried at Pir a thon 
in Ephra im, in the hill country of the 
Am a lek ites.
11:16 Hebrew sea of reeds. 

JOHN 1:1-28
 1 In the beginning the Word already 

existed.
The Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

 2 He existed in the beginning with 
God.

 3 God created everything through 
him,

and nothing was created except 
through him.

 4 The Word gave life to everything 
that was created,*

and his life brought light to 
everyone.

 5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never 

extinguish it.*
6

 God sent a man, John the Bap-
tist,* 7

 to tell about the light so that 
every one might believe because of his 
testimony. 8

 John himself was not the 
light; he was simply a witness to tell 
about the light. 9

 The one who is the 
true light, who gives light to every one, 
was coming into the world.

10
 He came into the very world he 

created, but the world  didn’t recognize 
him. 11

 He came to his own people, and 
even they rejected him. 12

 But to all who 
believed him and accepted him, he gave 
the right to become children of God. 
13

 They are  reborn—  not with a physical 
birth resulting from human passion or 
plan, but a birth that  comes from God.

14
 So the Word became human* and 

made his home among us. He was full 
of unfailing love and faithfulness.* 
And we have seen his glory, the glory 
of the Father’s one and only Son.

15
 John testified about him when he 

shouted to the crowds, “This is the 
one I was talking about when I said, 
‘Someone is coming after me who is 
far greater than I am, for he existed 
long before me.’”

16
 From his abundance we have all 

received one gracious blessing after 
another.* 17

 For the law was given 
through  Moses, but God’s unfailing 
love and faithfulness came through 
 Jesus Christ. 18

 No one has ever seen 
God. But the unique One, who is him-
self God,* is near to the Father’s heart. 
He has revealed God to us.

19
 This was John’s testimony when the 

Jew ish leaders sent priests and Temple 
assistants* from Je ru sa lem to ask John, 
“Who are you?” 20

 He came right out 
and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21
 “Well then, who are you?” they 

asked. “Are you Eli jah?”
“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are ex-

pecting?”*
“No.”
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John—but you will be called 
Cephas” (which means “Peter”).

The next day  Jesus decided 
to go to Galilee. He found Philip 
and said to him, “Come, follow 
me.” Philip was from Bethsaida, 
Andrew and Peter’s hometown.

Philip went to look for 
Nathanael and told him, “We 
have found the very person 
Moses and the prophets wrote 
about! His name is  Jesus, the 
son of Joseph from Nazareth.”

“Nazareth!” exclaimed 
Nathanael. “Can anything 
good come from Nazareth?”

“Come and see for your-
self,” Philip replied.

As they approached,  Jesus said, 
“Now here is a genuine son of Isra-
el—a man of complete integrity.”

“How do you know about 
me?” Nathanael asked.

 Jesus replied, “I could 
see you under the fig tree 
before Philip found you.”

Then Nathanael exclaimed, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God—the King of Israel!”

 Jesus asked him, “Do you be-
lieve this just because I told you I 
had seen you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than 
this.” Then he said, “I tell you 
the truth, you will all see heaven 
open and the angels of God 
going up and down on the Son of 
Man, the one who is the stairway 
between heaven and earth.”

2 The next day there was a 
wedding celebration in the 

village of Cana in Galilee.  Jesus’ 
mother was there, and  Jesus 
and his disciples were also 
invited to the celebration. The 
wine supply ran out during the 
festivities, so  Jesus’ mother told 
him, “They have no more wine.”

“Dear woman, that’s not 
our problem,”  Jesus replied. 
“My time has not yet come.”

But his mother told 
the servants, “Do what-
ever he tells you.”

Standing nearby were six 
stone water jars, used for 
Jewish ceremonial washing. 
Each could hold twenty to 
thirty gallons.  Jesus told the 
servants, “Fill the jars with 
water.” When the jars had been 
filled, he said, “Now dip some 
out, and take it to the master of 
ceremonies.” So the servants 
followed his instructions.

When the master of ceremo-
nies tasted the water that was 
now wine, not knowing where 
it had come from (though, of 
course, the servants knew), he 
called the bridegroom over. “A 
host always serves the best 
wine first,” he said. “Then, 
when everyone has had a lot 
to drink, he brings out the less 
expensive wine. But you have 
kept the best until now!”

This miraculous sign at Cana 
in Galilee was the first time 
 Jesus revealed his glory. And 
his disciples believed in him.

After the wedding he 
went to Capernaum for a 

few days with his mother, his 
brothers, and his disciples.

It was nearly time for the Jewish 
Passover celebration, so  Jesus 
went to Jerusalem. In the Temple 
area he saw merchants selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves for sacri-
fices; he also saw dealers at tables 
exchanging foreign money.  Jesus 
made a whip from some ropes and 
chased them all out of the Temple. 
He drove out the sheep and cattle, 
scattered the money changers’ 
coins over the floor, and turned 
over their tables. Then, going over 
to the people who sold doves, he 
told them, “Get these things out 
of here. Stop turning my Father’s 
house into a marketplace!”

Then his disciples remem-
bered this prophecy from the 
Scriptures: “Passion for God’s 
house will consume me.”

But the Jewish leaders 
demanded, “What are you 
doing? If God gave you 
authority to do this, show us a 
miraculous sign to prove it.”

“All right,”  Jesus replied. 
“Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.”

“What!” they exclaimed. “It 
has taken forty-six years to build 
this Temple, and you can rebuild 
it in three days?” But when  Jesus 
said “this temple,” he meant his 
own body. After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples 
remembered he had said this, 
and they believed both the Scrip-
tures and what  Jesus had said.

I HAVE RETURNED TO SHOW MERCY TO JERUSALEM [ZECHARIAH 1:1–2:5]

1 In November of the second year of King Darius’s 
reign, the Lord gave this message to the prophet 
Zechariah son of Berekiah and grandson of Iddo:

“I, the Lord, was very angry with your an-
cestors. Therefore, say to the people, ‘This is 
what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: Return 
to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies.’ Don’t be like your ancestors 
who would not listen or pay attention when 
the earlier prophets said to them, ‘This is what 
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: Turn from 
your evil ways, and stop all your evil practices.’

“Where are your ancestors now? They and 
the prophets are long dead. But everything I 
said through my servants the prophets hap-
pened to your ancestors, just as I said. As a 
result, they repented and said, ‘We have re-
ceived what we deserved from the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies. He has done what he said 
he would do.’”

Three months later, on February 15, the Lord 
sent another message to the prophet Zechari-
ah son of Berekiah and grandson of Iddo.
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JANUARY 

1
GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth.* 2

 The earth was 
formless and empty, and darkness cov-
ered the deep waters. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the surface of 
the waters.
3

 Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good. Then he 
 separated the light from the 
 darkness. 5 God called the light 
“day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a space 

between the waters, to separate the 
waters of the heavens from the 
 waters of the earth.” 7 And that is 
what happened. God made this 
space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the 
 heavens. 8 God called the space 
“sky.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the second day.

9
 Then God said, “Let the waters 

beneath the sky flow together into 
one place, so dry ground may 
 appear.” And that is what happened. 
10

 God called the dry ground “land” 
and the waters “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11

 Then God 
said, “Let the land sprout with 
 vegetation—  every sort of  seed- 
 bearing plant, and trees that grow 
 seed-  bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And 
that is what happened. 12

 The land 

produced  vegetation—  all sorts of 
 seed-  bearing plants, and trees with 
 seed-  bearing fruit. Their seeds 
produced plants and trees of the 
same kind. And God saw that it was 
good.

13
 And evening passed and 

 morning came, marking the third 
day.

14
 Then God said, “Let lights appear 
in the sky to separate the day from 
the night. Let them be signs to mark 
the seasons, days, and years. 15

 Let 
these lights in the sky shine down 
on the earth.” And that is what 
happened. 16

 God made two great 
 lights—  the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the 
night. He also made the stars. 17

 God 
set these lights in the sky to light the 
earth, 18

 to govern the day and night, 
and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.

19
 And evening passed and 

morning came, marking the fourth 
day.

20
 Then God said, “Let the waters 
swarm with fish and other life. Let 
the skies be filled with birds of every 
kind.” 21

 So God created great sea 
creatures and every living thing that 
scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of  bird—  each 
producing offspring of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22

 Then God blessed them, saying, 
“Be fruitful and multiply. Let the fish 
fill the seas, and let the birds 
multiply on the earth.”

23
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fifth day.
24

 Then God said, “Let the earth produce 
every sort of animal, each producing 
offspring of the same  kind— live-
stock, small animals that scurry 
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GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth.* 2

 The earth was 
formless and empty, and darkness cov-
ered the deep waters. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the surface of 
the waters.
3

 Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good. Then he 
 separated the light from the 
 darkness. 5 God called the light 
“day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a space 

between the waters, to separate the 
waters of the heavens from the 
 waters of the earth.” 7 And that is 
what happened. God made this 
space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the 
 heavens. 8 God called the space 
“sky.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the second day.

9
 Then God said, “Let the waters 

beneath the sky flow together into 
one place, so dry ground may 
 appear.” And that is what happened. 
10

 God called the dry ground “land” 
and the waters “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11

 Then God 
said, “Let the land sprout with 
 vegetation—  every sort of  seed- 
 bearing plant, and trees that grow 
 seed-  bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And 
that is what happened. 12

 The land 

produced  vegetation—  all sorts of 
 seed-  bearing plants, and trees with 
 seed-  bearing fruit. Their seeds 
produced plants and trees of the 
same kind. And God saw that it was 
good.

13
 And evening passed and 

 morning came, marking the third 
day.

14
 Then God said, “Let lights appear 
in the sky to separate the day from 
the night. Let them be signs to mark 
the seasons, days, and years. 15

 Let 
these lights in the sky shine down 
on the earth.” And that is what 
happened. 16

 God made two great 
 lights—  the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the 
night. He also made the stars. 17

 God 
set these lights in the sky to light the 
earth, 18

 to govern the day and night, 
and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.

19
 And evening passed and 

morning came, marking the fourth 
day.

20
 Then God said, “Let the waters 
swarm with fish and other life. Let 
the skies be filled with birds of every 
kind.” 21

 So God created great sea 
creatures and every living thing that 
scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of  bird—  each 
producing offspring of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22

 Then God blessed them, saying, 
“Be fruitful and multiply. Let the fish 
fill the seas, and let the birds 
multiply on the earth.”

23
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fifth day.
24

 Then God said, “Let the earth produce 
every sort of animal, each producing 
offspring of the same  kind— live-
stock, small animals that scurry 
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John
Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word

1  In the beginning the Word already existed .
The Word was with God,
and the Word was God .

 2 He existed in the beginning with God .
 3 God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through him .
 4 The Word gave life to everything 

that was created,*
and his life brought light to everyone .

 5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never extinguish it .*

6 God sent a man, John the Baptist,* 7 to tell about the 
light so that every one might believe because of his tes-
timony . 8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a 
witness to tell about the light . 9 The one who is the true 
light, who gives light to every one, was coming into the 
world .

10 He came into the very world he created, but the 
world didn’t recognize him . 11 He came to his own people, 
and even they rejected him . 12 But to all who believed him 
and accepted him, he gave the right to become children 
of God . 13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth 
resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that 
comes from God .

14 So the Word became human* and made his home 
among us . He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness .* 
And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one 
and only Son .

15 John testified about him when he shouted to the 
crowds, “This is the one I was talking about when I said, 
‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I 
am, for he existed long before me .’”

16 From his abundance we have all received one gra-
cious blessing after another .* 17 For the law was given 
through  Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness 
came through  Jesus Christ . 18 No one has ever seen God . 
But the unique One, who is himself God,* is near to the 
Father’s heart . He has revealed God to us .

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 This was John’s testimony when the Jew ish leaders 
sent priests and Temple assistants* from Je ru sa lem to 
ask John, “Who are you?” 20 He came right out and said, 
“I am not the Messiah .”

21 “Well then, who are you?” they asked . “Are you Eli jah?”
“No,” he replied .
“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”*
“No .”
22 “Then who are you? We need an answer for those 

who sent us . What do you have to say about yourself?”
23 John replied in the words of the prophet Isa iah: 

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’”*

24 Then the Phar i sees who had been sent 25 asked him, 
“If you aren’t the Messiah or Eli jah or the Prophet, what 
right do you have to baptize?”

26 John told them, “I baptize with* water, but right here 
in the crowd is someone you do not recognize . 27 Though 
his ministry follows mine, I’m not even worthy to be his 
slave and untie the straps of his sandal .”

28 This encounter took place in Beth a ny, an area east 
of the Jordan River, where John was baptizing .

Jesus, the Lamb of God
29 The next day John saw  Jesus coming toward him and 
said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 He is the one I was talking about when I said, 
‘A man is coming after me who is far greater than I am, 
for he existed long before me .’ 31 I did not recognize him 
as the Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so 
that he might be revealed to Is ra el .”

1:3-4 Or and nothing that was created was created except through him. The Word 
gave life to everything.  1:5 Or and the darkness has not understood it.  1:6 Greek 
a man named John.  1:14a Greek became flesh.  1:14b Or grace and truth; also in 
1:17.  1:16 Or received the grace of Christ rather than the grace of the law; Greek 
reads received grace upon grace.  1:18 Some manuscripts read But the one and 
only Son.  1:19 Greek and Levites.  1:21 Greek Are you the Prophet? See Deut 
18:15, 18; Mal 4:5-6.  1:23 Isa 40:3.  1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33.  
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in the beginning . . .

T H E  A R T  O F  L I F E

a visual  ce lebrat ion

H O LY  B I B L E

J A N U A R Y  1

LORD, STARTING OUT  with a new year and a new focus on prayer, I want to 
celebrate you as our Creator. You speak and life—life!—leaps into existence! 
How great you are, Lord! 

Let us not take this precious gift of life for granted or devalue any person 
made in your image. We come to you in repentance on behalf of our own 
complacency, and the callousness of our culture. Renew our zeal for your 
Word and strengthen us as advocates for life! 

Help me see life as you see it, Lord—the work of your hands and a 
reflection of your heart. Amen.

GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.* 2

 The earth was formless and 
empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
surface of the waters.
3

 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good. Then he separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light “day” and 
the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning came, 
marking the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a space 

between the waters, to separate the waters 
of the heavens from the waters of the 
earth.” 7 And that is what happened. God 
made this space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the heavens. 
8

 God called the space “sky.”
And evening passed and morning came, 

marking the second day.
9

 Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the 
sky flow together into one place, so dry 
ground may appear.” And that is what 
happened. 10

 God called the dry ground 
“land” and the waters “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11

 Then God said, “Let 
the land sprout with  vegetation—  every 
sort of  seed-  bearing plant, and trees that 

grow  seed-  bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And that 
is what happened. 12

 The land produced 
 vegetation—  all sorts of  seed-  bearing plants, 
and trees with  seed-  bearing fruit. Their 
seeds produced plants and trees of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good.

13
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the third day.
14

 Then God said, “Let lights appear in the 
sky to separate the day from the night. 
Let them be signs to mark the seasons, 
days, and years. 15

 Let these lights in the 
sky shine down on the earth.” And that 
is what happened. 16

 God made two great 
 lights—  the larger one to govern the day, 
and the smaller one to govern the night. He 
also made the stars. 17

 God set these lights 
in the sky to light the earth, 18

 to govern 
the day and night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.

19
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fourth day.
20

 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with 
fish and other life. Let the skies be filled 
with birds of every kind.” 21

 So God created 
great sea creatures and every living thing 
that scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of  bird—  each producing 
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1
GENESIS 1:1–2:25
1In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.

2And the earth was without form, and
void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters.

3And God said, Let there be light: and
there was light.

4And God saw the light, that it was
good: and God divided the light from
the darkness.

5And God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And the
evening and the morning were the first
day.

6And God said, Let there be a firma-
ment in the midst of the waters, and let
it divide the waters from the waters.

7And God made the firmament, and
divided the waters which were under the
firmament from the waters which were
above the firmament: and it was so.

8And God called the firmament
Heaven. And the evening and the morn-
ing were the second day.

9And God said, Let the waters under
the heaven be gathered together unto
one place, and let the dry land appear:
and it was so.

10And God called the dry land Earth;
and the gathering together of the waters
called he Seas: and God saw that it was
good.

11And God said, Let the earth bring
forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and
the fruit tree yielding fruit after his
kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the
earth: and it was so.

12And the earth brought forth grass,
and herb yielding seed after his kind,
and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed

was in itself, after his kind: and God saw
that it was good.

13And the evening and the morning
were the third day.

14And God said, Let there be lights in
the firmament of the heaven to divide
the day from the night; and let them be
for signs, and for seasons, and for days,
and years:

15And let them be for lights in the fir-
mament of the heaven to give light upon
the earth: and it was so.

16And God made two great lights; the
greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night: he made
the stars also.

17And God set them in the firma-
ment of the heaven to give light upon
the earth,

18And to rule over the day and over the
night, and to divide the light from the
darkness: and God saw that it was good.

19And the evening and the morning
were the fourth day.

20And God said, Let the waters bring
forth abundantly the moving creature
that hath life, and fowl that may fly
above the earth in the open firmament
of heaven.

21And God created great whales, and
every living creature that moveth, which
the waters brought forth abundantly,
after their kind, and every winged fowl
after his kind: and God saw that it was
good.

22And God blessed them, saying, Be
fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the
earth.

23And the evening and the morning
were the fifth day.

24And God said, Let the earth bring
forth the living creature after his kind,
cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of
the earth after his kind: and it was so.

25And God made the beast of the earth
after his kind, and cattle after their kind,
and every thing that creepeth upon the
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1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 4 Or Land; also verses 
11, 12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 5 Or small plants; also verses 12, 29 6 Or appointed times 7 Or flying things; see Leviticus 11:19–20 8 The Hebrew 
word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes the proper name Adam 
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Genesis 1:1–2:25

In the beginning, God created the  
heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness 
was over the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face 
of the waters.

3And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4And God saw 
that the light was good. And God sepa
rated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day.

6And God said, “Let there be an 
expanse1 in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
7And God made2 the expanse and sep
arated the waters that were under the 
expanse from the waters that were above 
the expanse. And it was so. 8And God 
called the expanse Heaven.3 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
second day.

9And God said, “Let the waters under 
the heavens be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry land 
Earth,4 and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that 
it was good.

11And God said, “Let the earth sprout 
vegetation, plants5 yielding seed, and 
fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their 
seed, each according to its kind, on the 
earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought 
forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 
according to their own kinds, and trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good. 13And there was evening and 
there was morning, the third day.

14And God said, “Let there be lights in 
the expanse of the heavens to separate 

the day from the night. And let them be 
for signs and for seasons,6 and for days 
and years, 15  and let them be lights in 
the expanse of the heavens to give light 
upon the earth.” And it was so. 16And God 
made the two great lights—the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light 
to rule the night—and the stars. 17And 
God set them in the expanse of the heav
ens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. 19And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
fourth day.

20And God said, “Let the waters swarm 
with swarms of living creatures, and 
let birds7 fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God cre
ated the great sea creatures and every 
living creature that moves, with which 
the waters swarm, according to their 
kinds, and every winged bird according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22And God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters 
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth.” 23And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day.

24And God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures according to their 
kinds—livestock and creeping things 
and beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds.” And it was so. 25And God made 
the beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds and the livestock according to their 
kinds, and everything that creeps on the 
ground according to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man8 
in our image, after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.”
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from the  night, and let them  serve as 
 signs to mark  sacred times, and days 
and  years, 15 and let them be  lights 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light 
on the  earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made two  great  lights —  the great er 
 light to gov ern the day and the 
less er  light to gov ern the  night. He 
also made the  stars. 17 God set them 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light 
on the  earth, 18 to gov ern the day and 
the  night, and to sep a rate  light from 
dark ness. And God saw that it was 
good. 19 And  there was eve ning, and 
 there was morn ing —  the  fourth day.

 20 And God said, “Let the wa ter teem with 
liv ing crea tures, and let  birds fly 
 above the  earth  across the  vault of 
the sky.” 21 So God cre at ed the  great 
crea tures of the sea and ev ery liv ing 
 thing with  which the wa ter  teems 
and that moves about in it, ac cord-
ing to  their  kinds, and ev ery  winged 
bird ac cord ing to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 22 God  blessed 
them and said, “Be fruit ful and in-
crease in num ber and fill the wa ter 
in the seas, and let the  birds in crease 
on the  earth.” 23 And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 fifth day.

 24 And God said, “Let the land pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing to  their 
 kinds: the live stock, the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground, and 
the wild an i mals, each ac cord ing 
to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God 
made the wild an i mals ac cord ing to 
 their  kinds, the live stock ac cord ing 
to  their  kinds, and all the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground ac cord-
ing to  their  kinds. And God saw that 
it was good.
    26 Then God said, “Let us make 
man kind in our im age, in our like-
ness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the  birds in 
the sky, over the live stock and all the 
wild an i mals, a and over all the crea-
tures that move  along the ground.”
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1
GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the be gin ning God cre at ed the heav ens 
and the  earth. 2 Now the  earth was form-
less and emp ty, dark ness was over the 
sur face of the deep, and the Spir it of God 
was hov er ing over the wa ters.
 3 And God said, “Let  there be  light,” and 

 there was  light. 4 God saw that the 
 light was good, and he sep a rat ed the 
 light from the dark ness. 5 God  called 
the  light “day,” and the dark ness he 
 called “night.” And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 first day.

  6 And God said, “Let  there be a  vault be-
tween the wa ters to sep a rate wa ter 
from wa ter.” 7 So God made the  vault 
and sep a rat ed the wa ter un der the 
 vault from the wa ter  above it. And it 
was so. 8 God  called the  vault “sky.” 
And  there was eve ning, and  there 
was morn ing —  the sec ond day.

  9 And God said, “Let the wa ter un der 
the sky be gath ered to one  place, 
and let dry  ground ap pear.” And it 
was so. 10 God  called the dry  ground 
“land,” and the gath ered wa ters he 
 called “seas.” And God saw that it 
was good.
    11 Then God said, “Let the land pro-
duce veg e ta tion: seed-bear ing  plants 
and  trees on the land that bear  fruit 
with seed in it, ac cord ing to  their var-
i ous  kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land 
pro duced veg e ta tion:  plants bear ing 
seed ac cord ing to  their  kinds and 
 trees bear ing  fruit with seed in it ac-
cord ing to  their  kinds. And God saw 
that it was good. 13 And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 third day.

 14 And God said, “Let  there be  lights in the 
 vault of the sky to sep a rate the day 
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from the  night, and let them  serve as 
 signs to mark  sacred times, and days 
and  years, 15 and let them be  lights 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light 
on the  earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made two  great  lights —  the great er 
 light to gov ern the day and the 
less er  light to gov ern the  night. He 
also made the  stars. 17 God set them 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light 
on the  earth, 18 to gov ern the day and 
the  night, and to sep a rate  light from 
dark ness. And God saw that it was 
good. 19 And  there was eve ning, and 
 there was morn ing —  the  fourth day.

 20 And God said, “Let the wa ter teem with 
liv ing crea tures, and let  birds fly 
 above the  earth  across the  vault of 
the sky.” 21 So God cre at ed the  great 
crea tures of the sea and ev ery liv ing 
 thing with  which the wa ter  teems 
and that moves about in it, ac cord-
ing to  their  kinds, and ev ery  winged 
bird ac cord ing to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 22 God  blessed 
them and said, “Be fruit ful and in-
crease in num ber and fill the wa ter 
in the seas, and let the  birds in crease 
on the  earth.” 23 And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 fifth day.

 24 And God said, “Let the land pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing to  their 
 kinds: the live stock, the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground, and 
the wild an i mals, each ac cord ing 
to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God 
made the wild an i mals ac cord ing to 
 their  kinds, the live stock ac cord ing 
to  their  kinds, and all the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground ac cord-
ing to  their  kinds. And God saw that 
it was good.
    26 Then God said, “Let us make 
man kind in our im age, in our like-
ness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the  birds in 
the sky, over the live stock and all the 
wild an i mals, a and over all the crea-
tures that move  along the ground.”
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GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the be gin ning God cre at ed the heav ens 
and the  earth. 2 Now the  earth was form-
less and emp ty, dark ness was over the 
sur face of the deep, and the Spir it of God 
was hov er ing over the wa ters.
 3 And God said, “Let  there be  light,” and 

 there was  light. 4 God saw that the 
 light was good, and he sep a rat ed the 
 light from the dark ness. 5 God  called 
the  light “day,” and the dark ness he 
 called “night.” And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 first day.

  6 And God said, “Let  there be a  vault be-
tween the wa ters to sep a rate wa ter 
from wa ter.” 7 So God made the  vault 
and sep a rat ed the wa ter un der the 
 vault from the wa ter  above it. And it 
was so. 8 God  called the  vault “sky.” 
And  there was eve ning, and  there 
was morn ing —  the sec ond day.

  9 And God said, “Let the wa ter un der 
the sky be gath ered to one  place, 
and let dry  ground ap pear.” And it 
was so. 10 God  called the dry  ground 
“land,” and the gath ered wa ters he 
 called “seas.” And God saw that it 
was good.
    11 Then God said, “Let the land pro-
duce veg e ta tion: seed-bear ing  plants 
and  trees on the land that bear  fruit 
with seed in it, ac cord ing to  their var-
i ous  kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land 
pro duced veg e ta tion:  plants bear ing 
seed ac cord ing to  their  kinds and 
 trees bear ing  fruit with seed in it ac-
cord ing to  their  kinds. And God saw 
that it was good. 13 And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 third day.

 14 And God said, “Let  there be  lights in the 
 vault of the sky to sep a rate the day 
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1
Genesis 1:1–2:25
In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth. 2 The earth was with-
out form, and void; and darkness wasa 
on the face of the deep. And the spirit 
of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters.

3
 Then God said, “Let there be light”; 

and there was light. 4
 And God saw the 

light, that it was good; and God divided 
the light from the darkness. 5 God called 
the light Day, and the darkness He called 
night. so the evening and the morning 
were the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a firma-

ment in the midst of the waters, and let 
it divide the waters from the waters.” 
7

 Thus God made the firmament, and 
divided the waters which were under 
the firmament from the waters which 
were above the firmament; and it was 
so. 8

 And God called the firmament 
Heaven. so the evening and the morn-
ing were the second day.

9
 Then God said, “Let the waters under 

the heavens be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear”; 
and it was so. 10

 And God called the dry 
land earth, and the gathering together 
of the waters He called seas. And God 
saw that it was good.

11
 Then God said, “Let the earth bring 

forth grass, the herb that yields seed, 
and the fruit tree that yields fruit ac-
cording to its kind, whose seed is in it-
self, on the earth”; and it was so. 12

 And 
the earth brought forth grass, the herb 
that yields seed according to its kind, 
and the tree that yields fruit, whose 
seed is in itself according to its kind. 

And God saw that it was good. 13
 so 

the evening and the morning were the 
third day.

14
 Then God said, “Let there be lights 

in the firmament of the heavens to 
divide the day from the night; and let 
them be for signs and seasons, and for 
days and years; 15

 and let them be for 
lights in the firmament of the heavens 
to give light on the earth”; and it was 
so. 16

 Then God made two great lights: 
the greater light to rule the day, and the 
lesser light to rule the night. He made 
the stars also. 17

 God set them in the fir-
mament of the heavens to give light on 
the earth, 18

 and to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to divide the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that 
it was good. 19

 so the evening and the 
morning were the fourth day.

20
 Then God said, “Let the waters 

abound with an abundance of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the face of the firmament 
of the heavens.” 21

 so God created great 
sea creatures and every living thing that 
moves, with which the waters abounded, 
according to their kind, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 22

 And God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23

 so 
the evening and the morning were the 
fifth day.

24
 Then God said, “Let the earth bring 

forth the living creature according to 
its kind: cattle and creeping thing and 
beast of the earth, each according to its 
kind”; and it was so. 25

 And God made 
the beast of the earth according to its 
kind, cattle according to its kind, and 
everything that creeps on the earth ac-
cording to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good.

26
 Then God said, “Let Us make man 
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38But Jesus replied, “We must go on to other towns as well, and I will preach to
them, too. That is why I came.” 39So he traveled throughout the region of Galilee,
preaching in the synagogues and casting out demons.

◆Luke 4:42-44
42 Early the next morning Jesus went out to an isolated place. The crowds
searched everywhere for him, and when they finally found him, they begged
him not to leave them. 43But he replied, “I must preach the Good News of the
Kingdom of God in other towns, too, because that is why I was sent.” 44So he con-
tinued to travel around, preaching in synagogues throughout Judea.*

◆Matthew 4:23-25
23Jesus traveled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues
and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind
of disease and illness. 24News about him spread as far as Syria, and people soon
began bringing to him all who were sick. And whatever their sickness or disease,
or if they were demon possessed or epileptic or paralyzed—he healed them all.
25Large crowds followed him wherever he went—people from Galilee, the Ten
Towns,* Jerusalem, from all over Judea, and from east of the Jordan River.

SEPTEMBER 30
◆ Jesus Teaches by the Sea / Luke 5:1-11

1One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee,* great
crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2He noticed two empty
boats at the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their
nets. 3Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon,* its owner, to push it
out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there.

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is
deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.”

5“Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a
thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 6And this time their nets
were so full of fish they began to tear! 7A shout for help brought their partners
in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of
sinking.

8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before
Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” 9For he was
awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with him.
10His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed.

Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for peo-
ple!” 11And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.

◆ Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy / Mark 1:40-45
40A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. “If
you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean,” he said.

41Moved with compassion,* Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am will-
ing,” he said. “Be healed!” 42Instantly the leprosy disappeared, and the man was
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4:44 Some manuscripts read Galilee. 4:25 Greek Decapolis. 5:1 Greek Lake Gennesaret, another name for the Sea of
Galilee. 5:3 Simon is called “Peter” in 6:14 and thereafter. 1:41 Some manuscripts read Moved with anger.
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38But Jesus replied, “We must go on to other towns as well, and I will preach to
them, too. That is why I came.” 39So he traveled throughout the region of Galilee,
preaching in the synagogues and casting out demons.

◆Luke 4:42-44
42 Early the next morning Jesus went out to an isolated place. The crowds
searched everywhere for him, and when they finally found him, they begged
him not to leave them. 43But he replied, “I must preach the Good News of the
Kingdom of God in other towns, too, because that is why I was sent.” 44So he con-
tinued to travel around, preaching in synagogues throughout Judea.*

◆Matthew 4:23-25
23Jesus traveled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues
and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind
of disease and illness. 24News about him spread as far as Syria, and people soon
began bringing to him all who were sick. And whatever their sickness or disease,
or if they were demon possessed or epileptic or paralyzed—he healed them all.
25Large crowds followed him wherever he went—people from Galilee, the Ten
Towns,* Jerusalem, from all over Judea, and from east of the Jordan River.

SEPTEMBER 30
◆ Jesus Teaches by the Sea / Luke 5:1-11

1One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee,* great
crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2He noticed two empty
boats at the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their
nets. 3Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon,* its owner, to push it
out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there.

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is
deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.”

5“Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a
thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 6And this time their nets
were so full of fish they began to tear! 7A shout for help brought their partners
in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of
sinking.

8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before
Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” 9For he was
awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with him.
10His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed.

Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for peo-
ple!” 11And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.

◆ Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy / Mark 1:40-45
40A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. “If
you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean,” he said.

41Moved with compassion,* Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am will-
ing,” he said. “Be healed!” 42Instantly the leprosy disappeared, and the man was
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4:44 Some manuscripts read Galilee. 4:25 Greek Decapolis. 5:1 Greek Lake Gennesaret, another name for the Sea of
Galilee. 5:3 Simon is called “Peter” in 6:14 and thereafter. 1:41 Some manuscripts read Moved with anger.
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him all who were ill with var i ous dis eas es,  those suf fer ing se vere pain, the 
de mon-pos sessed,  those hav ing sei zures, and the par a lyzed; and he  healed 
them. 25 Large  crowds from Gal i lee, the De cap o lis, a Je ru sa lem, Ju dea and the 
re gion  across the Jor dan fol lowed him.

 September 30
 u Jesus Teaches by the Sea / Luke 5:1-11
1One day as  Jesus was stand ing by the Lake of Gen nes a ret, b the peo ple were 
crowd ing  around him and lis ten ing to the word of God. 2 He saw at the wa ter’s 
edge two  boats, left  there by the fish er men, who were wash ing  their nets. 3 He 
got into one of the  boats, the one be long ing to Si mon, and  asked him to put 
out a lit tle from  shore. Then he sat down and  taught the peo ple from the boat.

4 When he had fin ished speak ing, he said to Si mon, “Put out into deep wa ter, 
and let down the nets for a catch.”

5 Si mon an swered, “Mas ter,  we’ve  worked hard all  night and  haven’t  caught 
any thing. But be cause you say so, I will let down the nets.”

6 When they had done so, they  caught such a  large num ber of fish that  their 
nets be gan to  break. 7 So they sig naled  their part ners in the oth er boat to come 
and help them, and they came and  filled both  boats so full that they be gan to 
sink.

8 When Si mon Pe ter saw this, he fell at  Jesus’  knees and said, “Go away from 
me, Lord; I am a sin ful man!” 9 For he and all his com pan ions were as ton ished 
at the  catch of fish they had tak en, 10 and so were  James and John, the sons of 
Zeb e dee, Si mon’s part ners.

Then  Jesus said to Si mon, “Don’t be  afraid; from now on you will fish for 
peo ple.” 11 So they  pulled  their  boats up on  shore, left ev ery thing and fol-
lowed him.

 u Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy / Mark 1:40-45
40 A man with lep ro sy c came to him and  begged him on his  knees, “If you are 
will ing, you can make me clean.”

41 Jesus was in dig nant. d He  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am 
will ing,” he said. “Be  clean!” 42 Im me di ate ly the lep ro sy left him and he was 
cleansed.

43 Jesus sent him away at once with a  strong warn ing: 44 “See that you  don’t 
tell this to any one. But go, show your self to the  priest and of fer the sac ri fic es 
that Mo ses com mand ed for your cleans ing, as a tes ti mo ny to them.” 45 In stead 
he went out and be gan to talk free ly, spread ing the news. As a re sult,  Jesus 
 could no lon ger en ter a town open ly but  stayed out side in lone ly plac es. Yet 
the peo ple  still came to him from ev ery where.

 u Matthew 8:1-4
1 When  Jesus came down from the moun tain side,  large  crowds fol lowed him. 
2 A man with lep ro sy  c came and  knelt be fore him and said, “Lord, if you are 
will ing, you can make me clean.”

3 Jesus  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will ing,” he said. 
“Be  clean!” Im me di ate ly he was  cleansed of his lep ro sy. 4 Then  Jesus said to 
a 25 That is, the Ten Cities    b 1 That is, the Sea of Galilee    c 40,   2 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was 
used for various diseases affecting the skin.    d 41 Many manuscripts Jesus was filled with compassion    
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 SEPTEMBER 30
 u Jesus Teaches by the Lake / Luke 5:1-11
1 So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that 
He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, 2 and saw two boats standing by the lake; 
but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets. 3 Then 
He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a 
little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat.

4 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the 
deep and let down your nets for a catch.”

5 But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night 
and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.” 6And 
when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net 
was breaking. 7 So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come 
and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to 
sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”

9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which 
they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who 
were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. From 
now on you will catch men.” 11 So when they had brought their boats to land, 
they forsook all and followed Him.

 u Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy / Mark 1:40-45
40 Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying 
to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.”

41 Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched 
him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 42As soon as He had spoken, 
immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed. 43And He strictly 
warned him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say 
nothing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer 
for your cleansing those things which Moses commanded, as a testimony 
to them.”

45 However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the 
matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in 
deserted places; and they came to Him from every direction.

 u Matthew 8:1-4
1 When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed 
Him. 2And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are 
willing, You can make me clean.”

3 Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be 
cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

4And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go your way, show 
yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testi-
mony to them.”

 u Luke 5:12-16
12And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was 
full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, 
“Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”
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