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33
  Jesus led him away from the crowd so they could be alone. He put his fingers into the 

man’s ears. Then, spitting on his own fingers, he touched the man’s tongue. 34
 Looking 

up to heaven, he sighed and said, “Eph pha tha,” which means, “Be opened!” 35
 Instantly 

the man could hear perfectly, and his tongue was freed so he could speak plainly!
36

  Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, but the more he told them not to, the more 
they spread the news. 37

 They were completely amazed and said again and again, “Every-
thing he does is wonderful. He even makes the deaf to hear and gives speech to those 
who cannot speak.”

 Jesus Feeds Four Thousand (105/Mat thew 15:32-39)

8 About this time another large crowd had gathered, and the people ran out of food 
again.  Jesus called his disciples and told them, 2 “I feel sorry for these people. They 

have been here with me for three days, and they have nothing left to eat. 3 If I send them 
home hungry, they will faint along the way. For some of them have come a long distance.”

4
 His disciples replied, “How are we supposed to find enough food to feed them out 

here in the wilderness?”
5

  Jesus asked, “How much bread do you have?”
“Seven loaves,” they replied.
6

 So  Jesus told all the people to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves, 
thanked God for them, and broke them into pieces. He gave them to his disciples, who 
distributed the bread to the crowd. 7 A few small fish were found, too, so  Jesus also blessed 
these and told the disciples to distribute them.

8
 They ate as much as they wanted. Afterward, the disciples picked up seven large 

baskets of leftover food. 9 There were about 4,000 men in the crowd that day, and  Jesus 
sent them home after they had eaten. 10

 Immediately after this, he got into a boat with 
his disciples and crossed over to the region of Dal ma nu tha.

7:29 This miracle shows that Jesus’ power over demons is so great that 
he doesn’t need to be present physically in order to free someone from 
them. His power transcends any distance.

7:34 When Jesus said, “Be opened!” he used language that was ap-
propriate to this particular man’s problem. The healing message was 
personal and unique. Who would have thought that spit could be the 
conduit of a miracle? If there is only one means of witness in your church 
(sermons, for instance), many people will likely not hear what is being 
communicated. Churches need lots of different methods to meet diverse 
needs. Let musicians play, singers sing, actors act, and writers write. Let 
each unique Christian tell the story. Jesus used spit; surely we can find 
creative windows to the minds and hearts of people as well.

8:1-9 This is a different miracle from the feeding of the 5,000 described 
in Mark 6. At that time, those fed were mostly Jews. This time Jesus 
was ministering to a  non-  Jewish crowd in the Gentile region of the Ten 
Towns. Jesus’ actions and message were beginning to have an impact on 
large numbers of Gentiles. That Jesus would compassionately minister 
to  non-  Jews was very reassuring to Mark’s primarily Roman audience.

8:1-3 Do you ever feel as though God is so busy with important con-
cerns that he can’t possibly be aware of your needs? Just as Jesus was 
concerned about these people’s need for food, he is concerned about 
our daily needs. At another time Jesus said, “Your heavenly Father already 
knows all your needs” (Matthew 6:32). Do you have concerns that you 
think would not interest God? Nothing is too large for him to handle and 
no need too small to escape his interest.

8:4 How could the disciples experience so many of Jesus’ miracles and 
yet be so slow to comprehend who he was? They had already seen Jesus 
feed over 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish (6:35-44), yet here 
they doubted whether he could feed another large group.

Sometimes we are also slow to catch on. Although Jesus has brought 
us through trials and temptations in the past, we often don’t believe that 
he will do so in the future. Is your heart too closed to take in all that God 
can do for you? Don’t be like the disciples. Remember what Jesus has 
done, and have faith that he will do it again.

8:6 Jesus gave thanks for the food, and he serves as a model for us. Life 
is a gift, and the nourishment life requires, while it comes from the work 
of many hands, conveys God’s material blessing. Mealtime provides an 

opportunity to thank God for daily needs met, for taste and beauty, and 
for human company and divine companionship. Giving thanks keeps us 
from regarding a plate of food as a trough, our stomachs as bottomless 
pits, and our gathering to eat as a bothersome interruption. Keep up the 
good tradition of praying and thanking God before your meals. Let your 
gratefulness to God be genuine.

Mediterranean 
Sea

Sea of 
Galilee

Jerusalem

Dead 
Sea

Jo
rd

an
  

R
iv

e
r

DECAPOLIS

Caesarea 
Philippi

Bethsaida
Dalmanutha

Sidon

Tyre

(Ten Towns)

N

0

0 25 mi

25 km

CONTINUED 
MINISTRY  
After taking a 
 roundabout way 
back to Galilee 
through the 
 Decapolis (the 
Ten Towns), 
Jesus returned to 
 Dalmanutha, where 
Jewish leaders 
 questioned his 
authority. From there 
he went to Bethsaida 
and on to  Caesarea 
Philippi. There 
he talked with his 
disciples about his 
authority and about 
coming events.

7:33
Mark 8:23
John 9:6

7:34
Matt 14:19
Mark 6:41
John 11:41; 17:1

7:36
Matt 8:4

7:37
Isa 35:5-6

8:1-10
Mark 6:32-44

8:2
Matt 9:36

8:4
Num 11:21-22
2 Kgs 4:42-43

8:7
Matt 14:19

8:10
Matt 15:39

page 1677 •  M a r k  8

41_Mark_LASB_NLT.indd   1677 4/5/2019   8:50:19 AM

NLT Life Application Study Bible, Third Edition

NLT Life Application Study Bible, Third Edition / 
Red Letter Edition

(Above) LeatherLike Box

13, 1411, 1209, 1007, 0805, 0603, 0401, 02

(Top) Hardcover Slipcase

(Middle) LeatherLike Box

(Above) LeatherLike Box

03, 0401, 02

NLT Life Application® Study Bible, Third Edition

Today’s #1–selling Life Application Study Bible has been thoroughly 
updated and expanded to better connect with today’s readers and 
offers a fresh, new color-infused reading experience. It continues its 
legacy of helping people “take God’s Word personally.”

NLT Life Application® Study Bible, Third Edition / Red Letter Edition

This edition includes Christ’s words 
in red letter font.
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was brought to him, and the people begged  Jesus to lay his hands on the 
man to heal him.

33
  Jesus led him away from the crowd so they could be alone. He put his 

fingers into the man’s ears. Then, spitting on his own fingers, he touched 
the man’s tongue. 34

 Looking up to heaven, he sighed and said, “Eph pha
tha,” which means, “Be opened!” 35

 Instantly the man could hear perfectly, 
and his tongue was freed so he could speak plainly!

36
  Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, but the more he told them not 

to, the more they spread the news. 37
 They were completely amazed and 

said again and again, “Everything he does is wonderful. He even makes 
the deaf to hear and gives speech to those who cannot speak.”
 Jesus Feeds Four Thousand (105/Mat thew 15:32-39)

8 About this time another large crowd had gathered, and the people ran 
out of food again.  Jesus called his disciples and told them, 2 “I feel sorry 

for these people. They have been here with me for three days, and they have 
nothing left to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will faint along the 
way. For some of them have come a long distance.”

4
 His disciples replied, “How are we supposed to find enough food to feed 

them out here in the wilderness?”
5

  Jesus asked, “How much bread do you have?”
“Seven loaves,” they replied.
6

 So  Jesus told all the people to sit down on the ground. Then he took the 
seven loaves, thanked God for them, and broke them into pieces. He gave 
them to his disciples, who distributed the bread to the crowd. 7 A few small 
fish were found, too, so  Jesus also blessed these and told the disciples to 
distribute them.

7:34 When Jesus said, “Be opened!” he used language 
that was appropriate to this particular man’s problem. The 
healing message was personal and unique. Who would 
have thought that spit could be the conduit of a miracle? If 
there is only one means of witness in your church (sermons, 
for instance), many people will likely not hear what is being 
communicated. Churches need lots of different methods to 
meet diverse needs. Let musicians play, singers sing, actors 
act, and writers write. Let each unique Christian tell the 
story. Jesus used spit; surely we can find creative windows 
to the minds and hearts of people as well.
8:1-9 This is a different miracle from the feeding of the 
5,000 described in Mark 6. At that time, those fed were 
mostly Jews. This time Jesus was ministering to a  non- 
 Jewish crowd in the Gentile region of the Ten Towns. Jesus’ 
actions and message were beginning to have an impact on 
large numbers of Gentiles. That Jesus would compassion-
ately minister to  non-  Jews was very reassuring to Mark’s 
primarily Roman audience.
8:1-3 Do you ever feel as though God is so busy with 
important concerns that he can’t possibly be aware of your 
needs? Just as Jesus was concerned about these people’s 
need for food, he is concerned about our daily needs. At an-
other time Jesus said, “Your heavenly Father already knows 
all your needs” (Matthew 6:32). Do you have concerns that 

you think would not interest God? Nothing is too large for 
him to handle and no need too small to escape his interest.
8:4 How could the disciples experience so many of Jesus’ 
miracles and yet be so slow to comprehend who he was? 
They had already seen Jesus feed over 5,000 people with 
five loaves and two fish (6:35-44), yet here they doubted 
whether he could feed another large group.

Sometimes we are also slow to catch on. Although Jesus 
has brought us through trials and temptations in the past, 
we often don’t believe that he will do so in the future. Is 
your heart too closed to take in all that God can do for you? 
Don’t be like the disciples. Remember what Jesus has done, 
and have faith that he will do it again.
8:6 Jesus gave thanks for the food, and he serves as a 
model for us. Life is a gift, and the nourishment life requires, 
while it comes from the work of many hands, conveys 
God’s material blessing. Mealtime provides an opportunity 
to thank God for daily needs met, for taste and beauty, and 
for human company and divine companionship. Giving 
thanks keeps us from regarding a plate of food as a trough, 
our stomachs as bottomless pits, and our gathering to eat 
as a bothersome interruption. Keep up the good tradition 
of praying and thanking God before your meals. Let your 
gratefulness to God be genuine.
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33
  Jesus led him away from the crowd so they could be alone. He put his fingers into the 

man’s ears. Then, spitting on his own fingers, he touched the man’s tongue. 34
 Looking 

up to heaven, he sighed and said, “Eph pha tha,” which means, “Be opened!” 35
 Instantly 

the man could hear perfectly, and his tongue was freed so he could speak plainly!
36

  Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, but the more he told them not to, the more 
they spread the news. 37

 They were completely amazed and said again and again, “Every-
thing he does is wonderful. He even makes the deaf to hear and gives speech to those 
who cannot speak.”

 Jesus Feeds Four Thousand (105/Mat thew 15:32-39)

8 About this time another large crowd had gathered, and the people ran out of food 
again.  Jesus called his disciples and told them, 2 “I feel sorry for these people. They 

have been here with me for three days, and they have nothing left to eat. 3 If I send them 
home hungry, they will faint along the way. For some of them have come a long distance.”

4
 His disciples replied, “How are we supposed to find enough food to feed them out 

here in the wilderness?”
5

  Jesus asked, “How much bread do you have?”
“Seven loaves,” they replied.
6

 So  Jesus told all the people to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves, 
thanked God for them, and broke them into pieces. He gave them to his disciples, who 
distributed the bread to the crowd. 7 A few small fish were found, too, so  Jesus also blessed 
these and told the disciples to distribute them.

8
 They ate as much as they wanted. Afterward, the disciples picked up seven large 

baskets of leftover food. 9 There were about 4,000 men in the crowd that day, and  Jesus 
sent them home after they had eaten. 10

 Immediately after this, he got into a boat with 
his disciples and crossed over to the region of Dal ma nu tha.

7:29 This miracle shows that Jesus’ power over demons is so great that 
he doesn’t need to be present physically in order to free someone from 
them. His power transcends any distance.

7:34 When Jesus said, “Be opened!” he used language that was ap-
propriate to this particular man’s problem. The healing message was 
personal and unique. Who would have thought that spit could be the 
conduit of a miracle? If there is only one means of witness in your church 
(sermons, for instance), many people will likely not hear what is being 
communicated. Churches need lots of different methods to meet diverse 
needs. Let musicians play, singers sing, actors act, and writers write. Let 
each unique Christian tell the story. Jesus used spit; surely we can find 
creative windows to the minds and hearts of people as well.

8:1-9 This is a different miracle from the feeding of the 5,000 described 
in Mark 6. At that time, those fed were mostly Jews. This time Jesus 
was ministering to a  non-  Jewish crowd in the Gentile region of the Ten 
Towns. Jesus’ actions and message were beginning to have an impact on 
large numbers of Gentiles. That Jesus would compassionately minister 
to  non-  Jews was very reassuring to Mark’s primarily Roman audience.

8:1-3 Do you ever feel as though God is so busy with important con-
cerns that he can’t possibly be aware of your needs? Just as Jesus was 
concerned about these people’s need for food, he is concerned about 
our daily needs. At another time Jesus said, “Your heavenly Father already 
knows all your needs” (Matthew 6:32). Do you have concerns that you 
think would not interest God? Nothing is too large for him to handle and 
no need too small to escape his interest.

8:4 How could the disciples experience so many of Jesus’ miracles and 
yet be so slow to comprehend who he was? They had already seen Jesus 
feed over 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish (6:35-44), yet here 
they doubted whether he could feed another large group.

Sometimes we are also slow to catch on. Although Jesus has brought 
us through trials and temptations in the past, we often don’t believe that 
he will do so in the future. Is your heart too closed to take in all that God 
can do for you? Don’t be like the disciples. Remember what Jesus has 
done, and have faith that he will do it again.

8:6 Jesus gave thanks for the food, and he serves as a model for us. Life 
is a gift, and the nourishment life requires, while it comes from the work 
of many hands, conveys God’s material blessing. Mealtime provides an 

opportunity to thank God for daily needs met, for taste and beauty, and 
for human company and divine companionship. Giving thanks keeps us 
from regarding a plate of food as a trough, our stomachs as bottomless 
pits, and our gathering to eat as a bothersome interruption. Keep up the 
good tradition of praying and thanking God before your meals. Let your 
gratefulness to God be genuine.
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a deep sigh y said to him, “Eph pha tha!” (which  means “Be  opened!”). 35 At this, the  man’s 
ears were  opened, his  tongue was loos ened and he be gan to  speak plain ly. z

36 Jesus com mand ed them not to tell any one. a But the more he did so, the more they 
kept talk ing  about it. 37 Peo ple were over whelmed with amaze ment. “He has done ev ery
thing well,” they said. “He even  makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
 Jesus Feeds Four Thousand (105 /  Mat thew 15:32–39 )

8 Dur ing  those days an oth er  large  crowd gath ered.  Since they had noth ing to eat, 
 Jesus  called his dis ci ples to him and said, 2 “I have com pas sion for  these peo ple; b 

they have al ready been with me  three days and have noth ing to eat. 3 If I send them home 
hun gry, they will col lapse on the way, be cause some of them have come a long dis tance.”

4 His dis ci ples an swered, “But  where in this re mote  place can any one get  enough 
 bread to feed them?”

5 “How many  loaves do you have?”  Jesus asked.
“Sev en,” they re plied.
6 He told the  crowd to sit down on the  ground. When he had tak en the sev en  loaves and 

giv en  thanks, he  broke them and gave them to his dis ci ples to dis trib ute to the peo ple, 
and they did so. 7 They had a few  small fish as well; he gave  thanks for them also and 
told the dis ci ples to dis trib ute them. c 8 The peo ple ate and were sat is fied. Af ter ward the 
dis ci ples  picked up sev en bas ket fuls of bro ken piec es that were left over. d 9 About four 
thou sand were pres ent. After he had sent them away, 10 he got into the boat with his 
dis ci ples and went to the re gion of Dal ma nu tha.
Leaders Demand a Miraculous Sign (106 /  Mat thew 16:1–4 )

11 The Phar i sees came and be gan to ques tion  Jesus. To test him, they  asked him for a 
sign from heav en. e 12 He  sighed deep ly f and said, “Why does this gen er a tion ask for a 
sign? Tru ly I tell you, no sign will be giv en to it.” 13 Then he left them, got back into the 
boat and  crossed to the oth er side.
 Jesus Warns against Wrong Teaching (107 /  Mat thew 16:5–12 )

14 The dis ci ples had for got ten to  bring  bread, ex cept for one loaf they had with them 
in the boat. 15 “Be care ful,”  Jesus  warned them. “Watch out for the  yeast g of the Phar i
sees h and that of Her od.” i

8:1-9 This is a different miracle from the feeding of the 5,000 described 
in Mark 6. At that time, those fed were mostly Jews. This time Jesus was 
ministering to a  non-  Jewish crowd in the Gentile region of the Decapo-
lis. Jesus’ actions and message were beginning to have an impact on 
large numbers of Gentiles. That Jesus would compassionately minister 
to  non-  Jews was very reassuring to Mark’s primarily Roman audience.

8:1-3 Do you ever feel as though God is so busy with important con-
cerns that he can’t possibly be aware of your needs? Just as Jesus was 
concerned about these people’s need for food, he is concerned about 

our daily needs. At another time Jesus said, “Your heavenly Father knows 
that you need [all these things]” (Matthew 6:32). Do you have concerns 
that you think would not interest God? Nothing is too large for him to 
handle and no need too small to escape his interest.

8:4 How could the disciples experience so many of Jesus’ miracles and 
yet be so slow to comprehend who he was? They had already seen Jesus 
feed over 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish (6:35-44), yet here 
they doubted whether he could feed another large group.

Sometimes we are also slow to catch on. Although Jesus has brought 
us through trials and temptations in the past, we often don’t believe that 
he will do so in the future. Is your heart too closed to take in all that God 
can do for you? Don’t be like the disciples. Remember what Jesus has 
done, and have faith that he will do it again.

8:6 Jesus gave thanks for the food, and he serves as a model for us. Life 
is a gift, and the nourishment life requires, while it comes from the work 
of many hands, conveys God’s material blessing. Mealtime provides an 
opportunity to thank God for daily needs met, for taste and beauty, and 
for human company and divine companionship. Giving thanks keeps us 
from regarding a plate of food as a trough, our stomachs as bottomless 
pits, and our gathering to eat as a bothersome interruption. Keep up the 
good tradition of praying and thanking God before your meals. Let your 
gratefulness to God be genuine.

8:11 The Pharisees had tried to explain away Jesus’ previous miracles 
by claiming they could be attributed to luck, coincidence, or evil power. 
Here they demanded a sign from  heaven—  something only God could 
give. Jesus refused their demand because he knew that even this kind 
of miracle would not convince them. They had already decided not to 
believe in him. Hearts can become so hard that even the most convincing 
facts and demonstrations will not change them.

8:15 Mark mentions the yeast of the Pharisees and of Herod, while 
Matthew talks about the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Mark’s 
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a deep sigh y said to him, “Eph pha tha!” (which  means “Be  opened!”). 35 At this, the  man’s 
ears were  opened, his  tongue was loos ened and he be gan to  speak plain ly. z

36 Jesus com mand ed them not to tell any one. a But the more he did so, the more they 
kept talk ing  about it. 37 Peo ple were over whelmed with amaze ment. “He has done ev ery
thing well,” they said. “He even  makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
 Jesus Feeds Four Thousand (105 /  Mat thew 15:32–39 )

8 Dur ing  those days an oth er  large  crowd gath ered.  Since they had noth ing to eat, 
 Jesus  called his dis ci ples to him and said, 2 “I have com pas sion for  these peo ple; b 

they have al ready been with me  three days and have noth ing to eat. 3 If I send them home 
hun gry, they will col lapse on the way, be cause some of them have come a long dis tance.”

4 His dis ci ples an swered, “But  where in this re mote  place can any one get  enough 
 bread to feed them?”

5 “How many  loaves do you have?”  Jesus asked.
“Sev en,” they re plied.
6 He told the  crowd to sit down on the  ground. When he had tak en the sev en  loaves and 

giv en  thanks, he  broke them and gave them to his dis ci ples to dis trib ute to the peo ple, 
and they did so. 7 They had a few  small fish as well; he gave  thanks for them also and 
told the dis ci ples to dis trib ute them. c 8 The peo ple ate and were sat is fied. Af ter ward the 
dis ci ples  picked up sev en bas ket fuls of bro ken piec es that were left over. d 9 About four 
thou sand were pres ent. After he had sent them away, 10 he got into the boat with his 
dis ci ples and went to the re gion of Dal ma nu tha.
Leaders Demand a Miraculous Sign (106 /  Mat thew 16:1–4 )

11 The Phar i sees came and be gan to ques tion  Jesus. To test him, they  asked him for a 
sign from heav en. e 12 He  sighed deep ly f and said, “Why does this gen er a tion ask for a 
sign? Tru ly I tell you, no sign will be giv en to it.” 13 Then he left them, got back into the 
boat and  crossed to the oth er side.
 Jesus Warns against Wrong Teaching (107 /  Mat thew 16:5–12 )

14 The dis ci ples had for got ten to  bring  bread, ex cept for one loaf they had with them 
in the boat. 15 “Be care ful,”  Jesus  warned them. “Watch out for the  yeast g of the Phar i
sees h and that of Her od.” i

8:1-9 This is a different miracle from the feeding of the 5,000 described 
in Mark 6. At that time, those fed were mostly Jews. This time Jesus was 
ministering to a  non-  Jewish crowd in the Gentile region of the Decapo-
lis. Jesus’ actions and message were beginning to have an impact on 
large numbers of Gentiles. That Jesus would compassionately minister 
to  non-  Jews was very reassuring to Mark’s primarily Roman audience.

8:1-3 Do you ever feel as though God is so busy with important con-
cerns that he can’t possibly be aware of your needs? Just as Jesus was 
concerned about these people’s need for food, he is concerned about 

our daily needs. At another time Jesus said, “Your heavenly Father knows 
that you need [all these things]” (Matthew 6:32). Do you have concerns 
that you think would not interest God? Nothing is too large for him to 
handle and no need too small to escape his interest.

8:4 How could the disciples experience so many of Jesus’ miracles and 
yet be so slow to comprehend who he was? They had already seen Jesus 
feed over 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish (6:35-44), yet here 
they doubted whether he could feed another large group.

Sometimes we are also slow to catch on. Although Jesus has brought 
us through trials and temptations in the past, we often don’t believe that 
he will do so in the future. Is your heart too closed to take in all that God 
can do for you? Don’t be like the disciples. Remember what Jesus has 
done, and have faith that he will do it again.

8:6 Jesus gave thanks for the food, and he serves as a model for us. Life 
is a gift, and the nourishment life requires, while it comes from the work 
of many hands, conveys God’s material blessing. Mealtime provides an 
opportunity to thank God for daily needs met, for taste and beauty, and 
for human company and divine companionship. Giving thanks keeps us 
from regarding a plate of food as a trough, our stomachs as bottomless 
pits, and our gathering to eat as a bothersome interruption. Keep up the 
good tradition of praying and thanking God before your meals. Let your 
gratefulness to God be genuine.

8:11 The Pharisees had tried to explain away Jesus’ previous miracles 
by claiming they could be attributed to luck, coincidence, or evil power. 
Here they demanded a sign from  heaven—  something only God could 
give. Jesus refused their demand because he knew that even this kind 
of miracle would not convince them. They had already decided not to 
believe in him. Hearts can become so hard that even the most convincing 
facts and demonstrations will not change them.

8:15 Mark mentions the yeast of the Pharisees and of Herod, while 
Matthew talks about the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Mark’s 
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a deep sigh y said to him, “Eph pha tha!” (which  means “Be  opened!”). 35 At this, the  man’s 
ears were  opened, his  tongue was loos ened and he be gan to  speak plain ly. z

36 Jesus com mand ed them not to tell any one. a But the more he did so, the more they 
kept talk ing  about it. 37 Peo ple were over whelmed with amaze ment. “He has done ev ery
thing well,” they said. “He even  makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
 Jesus Feeds Four Thousand (105 /  Mat thew 15:32–39 )

8 Dur ing  those days an oth er  large  crowd gath ered.  Since they had noth ing to eat, 
 Jesus  called his dis ci ples to him and said, 2 “I have com pas sion for  these peo ple; b 

they have al ready been with me  three days and have noth ing to eat. 3 If I send them home 
hun gry, they will col lapse on the way, be cause some of them have come a long dis tance.”

4 His dis ci ples an swered, “But  where in this re mote  place can any one get  enough 
 bread to feed them?”

5 “How many  loaves do you have?”  Jesus asked.
“Sev en,” they re plied.
6 He told the  crowd to sit down on the  ground. When he had tak en the sev en  loaves and 

giv en  thanks, he  broke them and gave them to his dis ci ples to dis trib ute to the peo ple, 
and they did so. 7 They had a few  small fish as well; he gave  thanks for them also and 
told the dis ci ples to dis trib ute them. c 8 The peo ple ate and were sat is fied. Af ter ward the 
dis ci ples  picked up sev en bas ket fuls of bro ken piec es that were left over. d 9 About four 
thou sand were pres ent. After he had sent them away, 10 he got into the boat with his 
dis ci ples and went to the re gion of Dal ma nu tha.
Leaders Demand a Miraculous Sign (106 /  Mat thew 16:1–4 )

11 The Phar i sees came and be gan to ques tion  Jesus. To test him, they  asked him for a 
sign from heav en. e 12 He  sighed deep ly f and said, “Why does this gen er a tion ask for a 
sign? Tru ly I tell you, no sign will be giv en to it.” 13 Then he left them, got back into the 
boat and  crossed to the oth er side.
 Jesus Warns against Wrong Teaching (107 /  Mat thew 16:5–12 )

14 The dis ci ples had for got ten to  bring  bread, ex cept for one loaf they had with them 
in the boat. 15 “Be care ful,”  Jesus  warned them. “Watch out for the  yeast g of the Phar i
sees h and that of Her od.” i

8:1-9 This is a different miracle from the feeding of the 5,000 described 
in Mark 6. At that time, those fed were mostly Jews. This time Jesus was 
ministering to a  non-  Jewish crowd in the Gentile region of the Decapo-
lis. Jesus’ actions and message were beginning to have an impact on 
large numbers of Gentiles. That Jesus would compassionately minister 
to  non-  Jews was very reassuring to Mark’s primarily Roman audience.

8:1-3 Do you ever feel as though God is so busy with important con-
cerns that he can’t possibly be aware of your needs? Just as Jesus was 
concerned about these people’s need for food, he is concerned about 

our daily needs. At another time Jesus said, “Your heavenly Father knows 
that you need [all these things]” (Matthew 6:32). Do you have concerns 
that you think would not interest God? Nothing is too large for him to 
handle and no need too small to escape his interest.

8:4 How could the disciples experience so many of Jesus’ miracles and 
yet be so slow to comprehend who he was? They had already seen Jesus 
feed over 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish (6:35-44), yet here 
they doubted whether he could feed another large group.

Sometimes we are also slow to catch on. Although Jesus has brought 
us through trials and temptations in the past, we often don’t believe that 
he will do so in the future. Is your heart too closed to take in all that God 
can do for you? Don’t be like the disciples. Remember what Jesus has 
done, and have faith that he will do it again.

8:6 Jesus gave thanks for the food, and he serves as a model for us. Life 
is a gift, and the nourishment life requires, while it comes from the work 
of many hands, conveys God’s material blessing. Mealtime provides an 
opportunity to thank God for daily needs met, for taste and beauty, and 
for human company and divine companionship. Giving thanks keeps us 
from regarding a plate of food as a trough, our stomachs as bottomless 
pits, and our gathering to eat as a bothersome interruption. Keep up the 
good tradition of praying and thanking God before your meals. Let your 
gratefulness to God be genuine.

8:11 The Pharisees had tried to explain away Jesus’ previous miracles 
by claiming they could be attributed to luck, coincidence, or evil power. 
Here they demanded a sign from  heaven—  something only God could 
give. Jesus refused their demand because he knew that even this kind 
of miracle would not convince them. They had already decided not to 
believe in him. Hearts can become so hard that even the most convincing 
facts and demonstrations will not change them.

8:15 Mark mentions the yeast of the Pharisees and of Herod, while 
Matthew talks about the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Mark’s 
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Ten Cities), Jesus 
returned to Dalma-
nutha, where Jewish 
leaders questioned 
his authority. From 
there he went to 
Bethsaida and on to 
Caesarea Philippi. 
There he talked 
with his disciples 
about his authority 
and about coming 
events.
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 Jesus Heals Many People (104 /  Mat thew 15:29–31 )
31 Then  Jesus left the vi cin i ty of Tyre r and went  through Si don, down to 

the Sea of Gal i lee s and into the re gion of the De cap o lis. a t 32 There some 
peo ple  brought to him a man who was deaf and  could hard ly talk, u and 
they  begged  Jesus to  place his hand on v him.

33 Af ter he took him  aside, away from the  crowd,  Jesus put his fin gers into 
the  man’s ears. Then he spit w and  touched the  man’s  tongue. 34 He  looked 
up to heav en x and with a deep sigh y said to him, “Eph pha tha!” (which 
 means “Be  opened!”). 35 At this, the  man’s ears were  opened, his  tongue 
was loos ened and he be gan to  speak plain ly. z

36 Jesus com mand ed them not to tell any one. a But the more he did so, the 
more they kept talk ing  about it. 37 Peo ple were over whelmed with amaze
ment. “He has done ev ery thing well,” they said. “He even  makes the deaf 
hear and the mute speak.”
 Jesus Feeds Four Thousand (105 /  Mat thew 15:32–39 )

8 Dur ing  those days an oth er  large  crowd gath ered.  Since they had noth
ing to eat,  Jesus  called his dis ci ples to him and said, 2 “I have com pas

sion for  these peo ple; b they have al ready been with me  three days and have 
noth ing to eat. 3 If I send them home hun gry, they will col lapse on the way, 
be cause some of them have come a long dis tance.”

4 His dis ci ples an swered, “But  where in this re mote  place can any one get 
 enough  bread to feed them?”

5 “How many  loaves do you have?”  Jesus asked.
“Sev en,” they re plied.
6 He told the  crowd to sit down on the  ground. When he had tak en the 

7:34 When Jesus said, “Be opened!” he used language 
that was appropriate to this particular man’s problem. The 
healing message was personal and unique. Who would 
have thought that spit could be the conduit of a miracle? If 
there is only one means of witness in your church (sermons, 
for instance), many people will likely not hear what is being 
communicated. Churches need lots of different methods to 
meet diverse needs. Let musicians play, singers sing, actors 
act, and writers write. Let each unique Christian tell the 
story. Jesus used spit; surely we can find creative windows 
to the minds and hearts of people as well.
8:1-9 This is a different miracle from the feeding of the 
5,000 described in Mark 6. At that time, those fed were 
mostly Jews. This time Jesus was ministering to a  non- 
 Jewish crowd in the Gentile region of the Decapolis. Jesus’ 
actions and message were beginning to have an impact on 
large numbers of Gentiles. That Jesus would compassion-
ately minister to  non-  Jews was very reassuring to Mark’s 
primarily Roman audience.
8:1-3 Do you ever feel as though God is so busy with 
important concerns that he can’t possibly be aware of your 
needs? Just as Jesus was concerned about these people’s 
need for food, he is concerned about our daily needs. At 
another time Jesus said, “Your heavenly Father knows that 
you need [all these things]” (Matthew 6:32). Do you have 

concerns that you think would not interest God? Nothing 
is too large for him to handle and no need too small to 
escape his interest.
8:4 How could the disciples experience so many of Jesus’ 
miracles and yet be so slow to comprehend who he was? 
They had already seen Jesus feed over 5,000 people with 
five loaves and two fish (6:35-44), yet here they doubted 
whether he could feed another large group.

Sometimes we are also slow to catch on. Although Jesus 
has brought us through trials and temptations in the past, 
we often don’t believe that he will do so in the future. Is 
your heart too closed to take in all that God can do for you? 
Don’t be like the disciples. Remember what Jesus has done, 
and have faith that he will do it again.
8:6 Jesus gave thanks for the food, and he serves as a 
model for us. Life is a gift, and the nourishment life requires, 
while it comes from the work of many hands, conveys 
God’s material blessing. Mealtime provides an opportunity 
to thank God for daily needs met, for taste and beauty, and 
for human company and divine companionship. Giving 
thanks keeps us from regarding a plate of food as a trough, 
our stomachs as bottomless pits, and our gathering to eat 
as a bothersome interruption. Keep up the good tradition 
of praying and thanking God before your meals. Let your 
gratefulness to God be genuine.

7:31 
r ver 24; Mt 11:21 
s Mt 4:18 
t Mt 4:25; Mk 5:20

7:32 
u Mt 9:32; Lk 11:14 
v Mk 5:23

7:33 
w Mk 8:23

7:34 
x Mk 6:41; Jn 11:41 
y Mk 8:12

7:35 
z Isa 35:5, 6

7:36 
a Mt 8:4

8:2 
b Mt 9:36

a 31 That is, the Ten Cities    
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09, 1005, 06 07, 0801, 02 13, 1403, 043. Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem
Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey
(183/Matthew 21:1–11; Luke 19:28–44; John 12:12–19) 11

11 And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany,
at the mount of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples, 2and

saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon
as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose
him, and bring him. 3And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that
the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send him hither.

4And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a
place where two ways met; and they loose him. 5And certain of them that
stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? 6And they said unto
them even as Jesus had commanded: and they let them go. 7And they brought
the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat upon him.

8And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down branches
off the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9And they that went before, and they
that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of
the Lord: 10Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the
name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.

11And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had
looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went
out unto Bethany with the twelve.

M A R K 1 1 1 9 1 0

11:1-10
// Matt 21:1-9
// Luke 19:28-
38
// John 12:12-
19

11:2
1 Sam 6:7
Zech 9:9

11:9-10
†Pss 118:25-
26; 148:1

11:11
Matt 21:10, 17

11:1, 2 This was Sunday of the week Jesus would
be crucified, and the great Passover festival was
about to begin. Jews came to Jerusalem from all over
the Roman world during this week-long celebration to
remember the great exodus from Egypt (see Exodus
12:37–51). Many in the crowds had heard of or seen

Jesus and were hoping he would come to the Temple
(John 11:55–57).

Jesus did come, not as a warring king on a horse
or in a chariot, but as a peaceable king on a donkey’s
colt, just as Zechariah 9:9 had predicted. Jesus knew
that those who would hear him teach at the Temple
would return to their homes throughout the world
and announce the coming of the Messiah.
11:9, 10 The people exclaimed, “Hosanna,” save us,
because they recognized that Jesus was fulfilling the
prophecy in Zechariah 9:9 (see also Psalms 24:7–10;
118:26). They spoke of David’s kingdom because
of God’s words to David in 2 Samuel 7:12–14. The
crowd correctly saw Jesus as the fulfillment of these
prophecies, but they did not understand where Jesus’
kingship would lead him. This same crowd cried out
“Crucify him!” when Jesus stood on trial only a few
days later.
11:11–21 In this passage, two unusual incidents are
related: the cursing of the fig tree and the cleansing
of the Temple. The cursing of the fig tree was an
acted-out parable related to the cleansing of the
Temple. The Temple was supposed to be a place of
worship, but true worship had disappeared. The fig
tree showed promise of fruit, but it produced none.
Jesus was showing his anger at religious life without
substance. If you claim to have faith without putting
it to work in your life, you are like the barren fig tree.
Genuine faith has great potential; ask God to help you
bear fruit for his kingdom.

JESUS NEARS
JERUSALEM
Leaving
Jericho, Jesus
headed toward
acclaim, then
crucifixion,
in Jerusalem.
During his
last week,
he stayed out-
side the city
in Bethany,
a village on
the Mount of
Olives, enter-
ing Jerusalem
to teach, eat
the Passover,
and finally be
crucified.

11:1 nigh: near. 11:2 over against: ahead of. loose: untie. 11:3 straightway: immediately. him hither:
it here. 11:4 without in a place where two ways met: outside on the street. 11:8 in the way: on the road.
strawed: spread. 11:11 round about upon all things: around at everything. now the eventide was come:
since it was already late.
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The Heavens  
W ere Opened 
Two British archaeologists 
went to Oxyrhynchus, Egypt, 
from 1898 to 1913 in search of 
ancient manuscripts. Among the 
thousands of manuscripts they 
unearthed was a manuscript 
known as P. Oxyrhynchus 405, 
which became the earliest 
 available manuscript of 
Matthew’s record of Jesus’ 
baptism. 

There is a one-word differ-
ence in Matthew 3:16 among 
the available manuscripts, with 
some expanding the reading 
to “were opened to him” in 
an attempt to harmonize the 
beginning of the verse to the 
end, which states that Jesus 
(not the crowd gathered there) 
saw God’s Spirit descending 
upon him. The early manuscript 
found in Oxyrhynchus confirms 
the NLT reading in Matthew 
3:16, omitting the Greek word 
for “to him,” and reading 
 simply “the heavens were 
opened.”

to Jesus? Are we willing to lose some of our 
status so that everyone will benefit?
Matt 3:16-17 The doctrine of the  Trinity, 
which appeared later in church history, 
teaches that God is three persons and yet one 
in essence. In this passage, all three persons 
of the Trinity are present and active. God the 
Father speaks; God the Son is baptized; God 
the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus. God is one, 
yet in three persons at the same time. This is 
one of God’s incomprehensible mysteries.

notice, everything is growing. But you know 
that the purpose of your work is to prepare 
the people for Jesus (John 1:35-37). Then 
Jesus arrives, and his coming tests your 
integrity. Will you be able to turn your fol-
lowers over to him? John passed the test 
by publicly baptizing Jesus. Soon he would 
say, “He must become greater and greater, 
and I must become less and less” (John 
3:30). Can we, like John, put our egos and 
profitable work aside in order to point others 

point. They wanted to know who John was, 
but John wanted to prepare them to recog-
nize who Jesus was.

John 1:25-26 John was baptizing Jews. 
The Essenes (a strict, monastic sect of 
Judaism) practiced baptism for purifica-
tion, but normally only non-Jews (Gentiles) 
were baptized when they converted to 
Judaism. When the Pharisees questioned 
John’s authority to baptize, they were ask-
ing who gave John the right to treat God’s 
chosen people like Gentiles. John said, “I 
baptize with water”—he was merely help-
ing the people perform a symbolic act of 
repentance. But soon one would come who 
would truly forgive sins, something only the 
Son of God—the Messiah—could do.

John 1:27 John the Baptist said he was not 
even worthy to be Christ’s slave. But accord-
ing to Luke 7:28, Jesus said that John was 
the greatest of all prophets. If such a great 
person felt inadequate even to be Christ’s 
slave, how much more should we lay aside 
our pride to serve him! When we truly 
understand who Jesus is, our pride and self-
importance melt away.

Matt 3:13-15 John had been explaining that 
Jesus’ baptism would be much greater than 
his, when suddenly Jesus came to him and 
asked to be baptized! John felt unqualified. He 
wanted Jesus to baptize him. Why did Jesus 
ask to be baptized? It was not for repentance 
of sin, because Jesus never sinned. “We 
must carry out all that God requires” refers 
to accomplishing God’s mission. Jesus saw 
his baptism as advancing God’s work. Jesus 
was baptized because (1) he was confessing 
sin on behalf of the nation, as Nehemiah, 
Ezra, Moses, and  Daniel had done; (2) he was 
showing support for what John was doing; 
(3) he was inaugurating his public ministry; 
(4) he was identifying with the penitent people 
of God, not with the critical Pharisees who 
were only watching. Jesus, the perfect man, 
didn’t need baptism for sin, but he accepted 
baptism in obedient service to the Father, and 
God showed his approval.

Matt 3:15 Put yourself in John’s shoes. 
Your work is going well, people are taking 

23John replied in the words of the prophet Isa iah: 

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’ ”*

24Then the Phar i sees who had been sent 25asked 
him, “If you aren’t the Messiah or Eli jah or the Prophet, 
what right do you have to baptize?”

26John told them, “I baptize with* water, but right 
here in the crowd is someone you do not recognize. 
27Though his ministry follows mine, I’m not even 
worthy to be his slave and untie the straps of his 
 sandal.”

28This encounter took place in Beth a ny, an area east 
of the Jor dan River, where John was baptizing.

The Baptism of  Jesus
Matthew 3:13-17
Then  Jesus went from Gal i lee to the Jor dan River to 
be baptized by John. 14But John tried to talk him out 
of it. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” 
he said, “so why are you coming to me?”

15But  Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must 
carry out all that God requires.*” So John agreed to 
baptize him.

16After his baptism, as  Jesus came up out of the 
water, the heavens were opened* and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and settling on him. 
17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my dearly 
loved Son, who brings me great joy.”

PARALLEL

Jn 1:23 Isa 40:3. Jn 1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33. Mt 3:15 Or for we must fulfill all righteousness. Mt 3:16 Some manuscripts read opened to him. 
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tacular visible sign; instead, seek a cleansed 
and renewed life as evidence of his presence.
Luke 3:21 Luke emphasizes Jesus’ human 
nature. Jesus was born to humble parents, a 
birth unannounced except to shepherds and 
foreigners. This baptism was the first public 
declaration of Jesus’ ministry. Instead of 
going to Jerusalem and identifying with the 
established religious leaders, Jesus went to 
a river and identified with those who were 
repenting of sin. When Jesus, at age 12, had 
visited the temple, he had understood his 
mission (Luke 2:49). Eighteen years later, at 
his baptism, he began carrying it out. And as 
Jesus prayed, God spoke and confirmed his 
decision to act. God was breaking into human 
history through Jesus.
Luke 3:21‑22 Theologians have long been 
troubled by Jesus’ allowing himself to be 
baptized by John. After all, this baptism was 
for sinners. Why, then, did Jesus do it? He did 
it because he is both God and  human—  he 
underwent baptism and even death as only a 
human could; he lived a sinless life and rose 
from the dead as only God could. This bap‑
tism by John in the Jordan River was another 
step in his identification with us sinful people; 
and the arrival of the dove signifies God’s 
approval. Now Jesus would officially begin 
his ministry as God’s beloved Son walking the 
dusty roads of Israel. When you are hurting, 
depressed, broken, remember: You have a 
Savior who understands your humanity. When 
you sin, remember: He has paid the price for 
your disobedience.

Luke 3:21‑22 The mystery of the  Trinity 
is on display  here—  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. In the traditional words of the church, 
the one God exists in three persons but 
one substance, coeternal and coequal. No 
explanation can adequately portray the 
power and intricacy of this unique relation‑
ship. There are no perfect analogies in 

willing to lose some of our status so that 
everyone will benefit?

Matt 3:16‑17 The doctrine of the  Trinity, 
which appeared later in church history, 
teaches that God is three persons and yet one 
in essence. In this passage, all three persons 
of the Trinity are present and active. God the 
Father speaks; God the Son is baptized; God 
the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus. God is one, 
yet in three persons at the same time. This is 
one of God’s incomprehensible mysteries.

Mark 1:9 Jesus grew up in Nazareth, where 
he had lived since he was a young boy (Matt 
2:22‑23). Nazareth was a small town in 
Galilee, located about halfway between the 
Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean Sea. 
The city was despised and avoided by many 
Jews (John 1:46). Nazareth was a crossroads 
for trade routes and had contact with many 
cultures.

Mark 1:10‑11 The Spirit descended like 
a dove on Jesus, and the voice from heaven 
proclaimed the Father’s approval of Jesus as 
his divine Son. Here we see all three mem‑
bers of the Trinity  together—  God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. (See 
also Matt 28:19; Luke 1:35; John 15:26; 
Eph 2:18; 1 Thes 1:2‑5; 1 Pet 1:2.)

Mark 1:11 The dove and the voice from 
heaven were signs that Jesus was the 
 Messiah. Many people want something 
 tangible, visible, and “real” before they will 
believe. So Jesus did healings and other 
 miracles, and God raised him from the 
dead. Still people doubt.

Will visible signs convince anyone? The 
“sign” that really brings us to faith is the power 
of God’s message to answer the cry of the 
heart. To the confused, God offers a mind 
enlightened by faith. To the depressed, God 
offers a reason for joy. To the lonely, God offers 
eternal companionship. Don’t look for a spec‑

John 1:27 John the Baptist said he was 
not even worthy to be Christ’s slave. But 
according to Luke 7:28, Jesus said that John 
was the greatest of all prophets. If such a 
great person felt inadequate even to be 
Christ’s slave, how much more should we lay 
aside our pride to serve him! When we truly 
understand who Jesus is, our pride and  self‑ 
 importance melt away.

Matt 3:13‑15 John had been explaining 
that Jesus’ baptism would be much greater 
than his, when suddenly Jesus came to him 
and asked to be baptized! John felt unquali‑
fied. He wanted Jesus to baptize him. Why 
did Jesus ask to be baptized? It was not 
for repentance of sin, because Jesus never 
sinned. “To fulfil all righteousness” refers to 
accomplishing God’s mission. Jesus saw his 
baptism as advancing God’s work. Jesus was 
baptized because (1) he was confessing sin 
on behalf of the nation, as Nehemiah, Ezra, 
Moses, and  Daniel had done; (2) he was 
showing support for what John was doing; 
(3) he was inaugurating his public ministry; 
(4) he was identifying with the penitent 
people of God, not with the critical Pharisees 
who were only watching. Jesus, the perfect 
man, didn’t need baptism for sin, but he 
accepted baptism in obedient service to the 
Father, and God showed his approval.

Matt 3:15 Put yourself in John’s shoes. 
Your work is going well, people are taking 
notice, everything is growing. But you know 
that the purpose of your work is to prepare 
the people for Jesus (John 1:35‑37). Then 
Jesus arrives, and his coming tests your 
integrity. Will you be able to turn your 
followers over to him? John passed the 
test by publicly baptizing Jesus. Soon he 
would say, “He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (John 3:30). Can we, like John, 
put our egos and profitable work aside 
in order to point others to Jesus? Are we 

26John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: 
but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; 
27

 he it is, who coming after me is preferred before 
me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose. 
28

 These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

The Baptism of Jesus
MATTHEW  3 :13-  17
Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to 
be baptized of him. 14But John forbad him, saying, I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?

15And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be 
so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous-
ness. Then he suffered him.

16And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight-
way out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened 
unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 

a dove, and lighting upon him: 17
 and lo a voice from 

heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.

MARK  1 :9-  11
And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in 
Jordan. 10And straightway coming up out of the water, 
he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon him: 11and there came a voice from 
heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.

LUKE  3 :21-  22
Now when all the people were baptized, it came to 
pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the 
heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Ghost descended 
in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice 
came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved 
Son; in thee I am well pleased.

PARALLEL

 fJOHN  1 :19-  28 (cont.)

Jn 1:27 shoe’s latchet: shoelace. unloose: untie. Jn 1:28 Bethabara beyond: Bethany on the other side of the. Mt 3:15 suffer it to: let it. suffered: permitted. 
Mt 3:16 went up straightway: he came up immediately. Mk 1:10 straightway: immediately. 
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18 “There is no judgment against anyone who be-
lieves in him. But anyone who does not believe in him 
has already been judged for not believing in God’s 
one and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on 
this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people 
loved the darkness more than the light, for their ac-
tions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and 
refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 
21 But those who do what is right come to the light so 
others can see that they are doing what God wants.*”

John the Baptist Exalts Jesus
22 Then  Jesus and his disciples left Je ru sa lem and 
went into the Ju dean countryside.  Jesus spent some 
time with them there, baptizing people.

23 At this time John the Baptist was baptizing at Ae-
non, near Sa lim, because there was plenty of water 
there; and people kept coming to him for baptism. 
24 (This was before John was thrown into prison.) 
25 A debate broke out between John’s disciples and a 
certain Jew* over ceremonial cleansing. 26 So John’s 
disciples came to him and said, “Rab bi, the man you 
met on the other side of the Jordan River, the one you 
identified as the Messiah, is also baptizing people. 
And every body  is going to him instead of coming 
to us.”

27 John replied, “No one can receive anything un-
less God gives it from heaven. 28 You yourselves 
know how plainly I told you, ‘I am not the Messiah. 
I am only here to prepare the way for him.’ 29 It is the 
bridegroom who marries the bride, and the bride-
groom’s friend is simply glad to stand with him and 
hear his vows. Therefore, I am filled with joy at his 
success. 30 He must become greater and greater, and 
I must become less and less.

31 “He has come from above and is greater than 
anyone else. We are of the earth, and we speak of 
earthly things, but he has come from heaven and is 
greater than anyone else.* 32 He testifies about what 
he has seen and heard, but how few believe what 
he tells them! 33 Anyone who accepts his testimony 
can affirm that God is true. 34 For he is sent by God. 
He speaks God’s words, for God gives him the Spirit 

without limit. 35 The Father loves his Son and has 
put every thing into his hands. 36 And anyone who 
believes in God’s Son has eternal life. Anyone who 
doesn’t obey the Son will never experience eternal 
life but remains under God’s angry judgment.”

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

4  Jesus* knew the Phar i sees had heard that he was 
baptizing and making more disciples than John 

2 (though  Jesus himself didn’t baptize  them—  his dis-
ciples did). 3 So he left Ju dea and returned to Gal i lee.

4 He had to go through Sa mar ia on the way. 5 Even-
tually he came to the Sa mar i tan village of Sy char, near 
the field that Jacob gave to his son Jo seph. 6 Jacob’s 
well was there; and  Jesus, tired from the long walk, 
sat wearily beside the well about noontime. 7 Soon a 
Sa mar i tan woman came to draw water, and  Jesus said 
to her, “Please give me a drink.” 8 He was alone at the 
time because his disciples had gone into the village 
to buy some food.

9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have 
anything to do with Sa mar i tans.* She said to  Jesus, 
“You are a Jew, and I am a Sa mar i tan woman. Why are 
you asking me for a drink?”

10  Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has 
for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask 
me, and I would give you living water.”

11 “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she 
said, “and this well is very deep. Where would you get 
this living water? 12 And besides, do you think you’re 
greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this 
well? How can you offer better water than he and his 
sons and his animals enjoyed?”

13  Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will 
soon become thirsty again. 14 But those who drink the 
water I give will never be thirsty again. It be comes 
a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them 
eternal life.”

15 “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! 
Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I won’t have to 
come here to get water.”

16 “Go and get your husband,”  Jesus told her.
17 “I don’t have a husband,” the woman replied.

3:21 Or can see God at work in what he is doing.  3:25 Some manuscripts read some Jews.  3:31 Some manuscripts do not include and is greater than anyone else.  
4:1 Some manuscripts read The Lord.  4:9 Some manuscripts do not include this sentence.  

HE MUST BECOME GREATER John 3:26-30  
“He must become greater and greater, and I must 
become less and less” (John 3:30). John the Baptist’s 
words ring with humility and joy. John’s disciples were 
worried about his followers now going after Jesus, but 
John knew that this was good and right. John wasn’t the 
Messiah; he came to point to the Messiah. When Jesus 
arrived on the scene, John was thrilled: “I am filled with 
joy at his success” (John 3:29).

A FAVOR John 4:7  If you know anything about human 
nature, you know that one of the ways to break down that 
strange, distant feeling that can come when you meet a 

stranger is to ask for a favor. That was Jesus’ approach, 
and He knows human nature better than anyone. He 
broke down social and cultural barriers by appealing to 
this woman’s kindness.

HE ALREADY KNOWS John 4:16-18  I think Jesus 
was acting something like an attorney who has a portfolio 
of facts and drops a question on a  witness—  a question 
the witness is not expecting and doesn’t even know the 
attorney has information about. Jesus knew the truth about 
this woman, and He knows the truth about you and me. He 
always does. There’s no point in trying to pull one over on 
Him. He already knows it all.
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18 “There is no judgment against anyone who be
lieves in him. But anyone who does not believe in him 
has  already  been  judged for  not  believing  in  God’s 
one and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on 
this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people 
loved the darkness more than the light, for their ac
tions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and 
refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 
21 But those who do what is right come to the light so 
others can see that they are doing what God wants.*”

John the Baptist Exalts Jesus
22 Then   Jesus  and  his  disciples  left  Je ru sa lem  and 
went into the Ju dean countryside.  Jesus spent some 
time with them there, baptizing people.

23 At this time John the Baptist was baptizing at Ae
non, near Sa lim, because there was plenty of water 
there; and people kept coming to him for baptism. 
24 (This  was  before  John  was  thrown  into  prison.) 
25 A debate broke out between John’s disciples and a 
certain Jew* over ceremonial cleansing. 26 So John’s 
disciples came to him and said, “Rab bi, the man you 
met on the other side of the Jordan River, the one you 
identified as the Messiah,  is also baptizing people. 
And  every body   is  going  to  him  instead  of  coming 
to us.”

27 John replied, “No one can receive anything un
less  God  gives  it  from  heaven.  28 You  yourselves 
know how plainly I told you, ‘I am not the Messiah. 
I am only here to prepare the way for him.’ 29 It is the 
bridegroom who marries  the bride, and the bride
groom’s friend is simply glad to stand with him and 
hear his vows. Therefore, I am filled with joy at his 
success. 30 He must become greater and greater, and 
I must become less and less.

31 “He  has  come  from  above  and  is  greater  than 
anyone  else.  We  are  of  the  earth,  and  we  speak  of 
earthly things, but he has come from heaven and is 
greater than anyone else.* 32 He testifies about what 
he  has  seen  and  heard,  but  how  few  believe  what 
he tells them! 33 Anyone who accepts his testimony 
can affirm that God is true. 34 For he is sent by God. 
He speaks God’s words, for God gives him the Spirit 

without  limit.  35 The  Father  loves  his  Son  and  has 
put  every thing  into  his  hands.  36 And  anyone  who 
believes  in God’s Son has eternal  life. Anyone who 
doesn’t obey the Son will never experience eternal 
life but remains under God’s angry judgment.”

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

4  Jesus* knew the Phar i sees had heard that he was 
baptizing and making more disciples than John 

2 (though  Jesus himself didn’t baptize  them—  his dis
ciples did). 3 So he left Ju dea and returned to Gal i lee.

4 He had to go through Sa mar ia on the way. 5 Even
tually he came to the Sa mar i tan village of Sy char, near 
the field that Jacob gave to his son Jo seph. 6 Jacob’s 
well was there; and  Jesus, tired from the long walk, 
sat wearily beside the well about noontime. 7 Soon a 
Sa mar i tan woman came to draw water, and  Jesus said 
to her, “Please give me a drink.” 8 He was alone at the 
time because his disciples had gone into the village 
to buy some food.

9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have 
anything to do with Sa mar i tans.* She said to  Jesus, 
“You are a Jew, and I am a Sa mar i tan woman. Why are 
you asking me for a drink?”

10  Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has 
for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask 
me, and I would give you living water.”

11 “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she 
said, “and this well is very deep. Where would you get 
this living water? 12 And besides, do you think you’re 
greater  than  our  ancestor  Jacob,  who  gave  us  this 
well? How can you offer better water than he and his 
sons and his animals enjoyed?”

13  Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will 
soon become thirsty again. 14 But those who drink the 
water I give will never be thirsty again. It be comes 
a  fresh,  bubbling  spring  within  them,  giving  them 
eternal life.”

15 “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! 
Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I won’t have to 
come here to get water.”

16 “Go and get your husband,”  Jesus told her.
17 “I don’t have a husband,” the woman replied.

3:21 Or can see God at work in what he is doing.   3:25 Some manuscripts read some Jews.   3:31 Some manuscripts do not include and is greater than anyone else.   
4:1 Some manuscripts read The Lord.   4:9 Some manuscripts do not include this sentence.   

HE MUST BECOME GREATER John 3:26-30   
“He must become greater and greater, and I must 
become less and less” (John 3:30). John the Baptist’s 
words ring with humility and joy. John’s disciples were 
worried about his followers now going after Jesus, but 
John knew that this was good and right. John wasn’t the 
Messiah; he came to point to the Messiah. When Jesus 
arrived on the scene, John was thrilled: “I am filled with 
joy at his success” (John 3:29).

A FAVOR John 4:7  If you know anything about human 
nature, you know that one of the ways to break down that 
strange, distant feeling that can come when you meet a 

stranger is to ask for a favor. That was Jesus’ approach, 
and He knows human nature better than anyone. He 
broke down social and cultural barriers by appealing to 
this woman’s kindness.

HE ALREADY KNOWS John 4:16-18  I think Jesus 
was acting something like an attorney who has a portfolio 
of facts and drops a question on a  witness—  a question 
the witness is not expecting and doesn’t even know the 
attorney has information about. Jesus knew the truth about 
this woman, and He knows the truth about you and me. He 
always does. There’s no point in trying to pull one over on 
Him. He already knows it all.

LIV
IN

G
 IN

S
IG

H
T

S

J o h n   4 : 1 71283

04, 0502, 03 06, 07

The Swindoll Study Bible / NLT / Large Print

The Swindoll Study Bible / NLT

One of America’s best-loved and respected pastors, Charles R. Swindoll has devoted his life to the clear, 
practical teaching and application of God’s Word. Chuck’s warm, personal style comes across on every page 
of The Swindoll Study Bible. His informed, practical insights get straight to the heart of the transformational 
message of God’s Word. Walk closer with Jesus through Chuck’s biblical insights for living. Includes Living 
Insights Study Notes, Application Articles, People Profiles, a Holy Land Tour, and more.



ORDERS (855) 277.940012

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 HelpFinder Bible Softcover 9 978-1-4964-2293-4 $16.99 White O-Wrap 1560 12 53⁄8 x 81⁄2 ✓

02 HelpFinder Bible Hardcover 9 978-1-4964-2292-7 $24.99 White O-Wrap 1560 12 53⁄8 x 81⁄2 ✓

03 HelpFinder Bible LeatherLike, Black 9 978-1-4964-2295-8 $34.99 Silver Clamshell Box 1560 12 53⁄8 x 81⁄2 ✓

04 HelpFinder Bible LeatherLike, Pink 9 978-1-4964-2294-1 $34.99 Silver Clamshell Box 1560 12 53⁄8 x 81⁄2 ✓

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Christian Basics Bible Softcover 9.25 978-1-4964-1356-7 $19.99 White O-Wrap 1664 12 6 x 9

02 Christian Basics Bible Hardcover 9.25 978-1-4964-1355-0 $29.99 White Slipcase 1664 12 6 x 9

03 Christian Basics Bible Hardcover Indexed 9.25 978-1-4964-1359-8 $39.99 White Slipcase 1664 12 6 x 9

04 Christian Basics Bible LeatherLike, Brown/Tan 9.25 978-1-4964-1357-4 $44.99 Gold ✓ Clamshell Box 1664 12 6 x 9

05 Christian Basics Bible LeatherLike, Brown/Tan Indexed 9.25 978-1-4964-1360-4 $54.99 Gold ✓ Clamshell Box 1664 12 6 x 9

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Beyond Suffering Bible Softcover 9 978-1-4143-9558-6 $24.99 White Slipcase 1696 10 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

02 Beyond Suffering Bible Hardcover 9 978-1-4143-9202-8 $34.99 White Slipcase 1696 10 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

03 Beyond Suffering Bible LeatherLike, Brown/Tan 9 978-1-4143-9559-3 $59.99 Gold ✓ Clamshell Box 1696 10 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

04 Beyond Suffering Bible LeatherLike, Brown/Tan 
Indexed

9 978-1-4143-9560-9 $69.99 Gold ✓ Clamshell Box 1696 10 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

05 Beyond Suffering Bible LeatherLike, Teal/Brown/
Rose Gold

9 978-1-4143-9561-6 $59.99 Gold ✓ Clamshell Box 1696 10 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

06 Beyond Suffering Bible LeatherLike, Teal/Brown/
Rose Gold Indexed

9 978-1-4143-9562-3 $69.99 Gold ✓ Clamshell Box 1696 10 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

01, 02 HelpFinder Bible / NLT

were glorious to see. And they were speaking 
about his exodus from this world, which was 
about to be fulfilled in Je ru sa lem.

32 Pe ter and the others had fallen asleep. 
When they woke up, they saw  Jesus’ glory and 
the two men standing with him. 33 As  Moses 
and Eli jah were starting to leave, Pe ter, not 
even knowing what he was saying, blurted 
out, “Master, it’s wonderful for us to be here! 
Let’s make three shelters as memorials*—one 
for you, one for  Moses, and one for Eli jah.” 
34 But even as he was saying this, a cloud over
shadowed them, and terror gripped them as the 
cloud covered them.

35 Then a voice from the cloud said, “This 
is my Son, my Chosen One.* Listen to him.” 
36 When the voice finished,  Jesus was there 
alone. They didn’t tell anyone at that time what 
they had seen.

Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy
37 The next day, after they had come down the 
mountain, a large crowd met  Jesus. 38 A man 
in the crowd called out to him, “Teacher, I beg 
you to look at my son, my only child. 39 An evil 
spirit keeps seizing him, making him scream. It 
throws him into convulsions so that he foams at 
the mouth. It batters him and hardly ever leaves 
him alone. 40 I begged your disciples to cast out 
the spirit, but they couldn’t do it.”

41  Jesus said, “You faithless and corrupt 
people! How long must I be with you and put 
up with you?” Then he said to the man, “Bring 
your son here.”

42 As the boy came forward, the demon 
knocked him to the ground and threw him 
into a violent convulsion. But  Jesus rebuked 
the evil* spirit and healed the boy. Then he 
gave him back to his father. 43 Awe gripped 
the people as they saw this majestic display of 
God’s power.

Jesus Again Predicts His Death
While every one was marveling at every thing he 
was doing,  Jesus said to his disciples, 44 “Listen 
to me and remember what I say. The Son of Man 
is going to be betrayed into the hands of his en
emies.” 45 But they didn’t know what he meant. 
Its significance was hidden from them, so they 
couldn’t understand it, and they were afraid to 
ask him about it.

The Greatest in the Kingdom
46 Then his disciples began arguing about which 
of them was the greatest. 47 But  Jesus knew their 

thoughts, so he brought a little child to his side. 
48 Then he said to them, “Anyone who wel comes 
a little child like this on my behalf* wel comes 
me, and anyone who wel comes me also wel
comes my Father who sent me. Whoever is the 
least among you is the greatest.”

Using the Name of Jesus
49 John said to  Jesus, “Master, we saw someone 
using your name to cast out demons, but we 
told him to stop because he isn’t in our group.”

50 But  Jesus said, “Don’t stop him! Anyone 
who is not against you is for you.”

Opposition from Samaritans
51 As the time drew near for him to ascend to 
heaven,  Jesus resolutely set out for Je ru sa
lem. 52 He sent messengers ahead to a Sa mar i
tan village to prepare for his arrival. 53 But the 
people of the village did not welcome  Jesus be
cause he was on his way to Je ru sa lem. 54 When 
James and John saw this, they said to  Jesus, 
“Lord, should we call down fire from heaven 
to burn them up*?” 55 But  Jesus turned and 
rebuked them.* 56 So they went on to another 
village.

The Cost of Following Jesus
57 As they were walking along, someone said to 
 Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you go.”

58 But  Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens to live 
in, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has 
no place even to lay his head.”

59 He said to another person, “Come, follow 
me.”

The man agreed, but he said, “Lord, first let 
me return home and bury my father.”

60 But  Jesus told him, “Let the spiritually dead 
bury their own dead!* Your duty is to go and 
preach about the Kingdom of God.”

61 Another said, “Yes, Lord, I will follow you, 
but first let me say goodbye to my fam i ly.”

62 But  Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a 
hand to the plow and then looks back is not fit 
for the Kingdom of God.”

Jesus Sends Out His Disciples

10 The Lord now chose seventytwo* other 
disciples and sent them ahead in pairs 

to all the towns and places he planned to visit. 
2 These were his instructions to them: “The har
vest is great, but the workers are few. So pray 
to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask 
him to send more workers into his fields. 3 Now 
go, and remember that I am sending you out as 
lambs among wolves. 4 Don’t take any money 
with you, nor a traveler’s bag, nor an extra pair 
of sandals. And don’t stop to greet anyone on 
the road.

5 “Whenever you enter someone’s home, first 
say, ‘May God’s peace be on this house.’ 6 If those 
who live there are peaceful, the blessing will 

9:33 Greek three tabernacles.  9:35 Some manuscripts read 
This is my dearly loved Son.  9:42 Greek unclean.  9:48 Greek 
in my name.  9:54 Some manuscripts add as Elijah did.  
9:55 Some manuscripts add an expanded conclusion to 
verse 55 and an additional sentence in verse 56: And he said, 
“You don’t realize what your hearts are like. 56For the Son of 
Man has not come to destroy people’s lives, but to save them.”  
9:60 Greek Let the dead bury their own dead.  10:1 Some 
manuscripts read seventy; also in 10:17. 
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2:6 Or Being in the form of God.  2:7a Greek he emptied 
himself.  2:7b Or the form of a slave.  2:7c Some English 
translations put this phrase in verse 8.  

Live as Citizens of Heaven
27

 Above all, you must live as citizens of 
heaven, conducting yourselves in a man
ner worthy of the Good News about Christ. 
Then, whether I come and see you again or 
only hear about you, I will know that you 
are standing together with one spirit and 

one purpose, fighting together for the faith, 
which is the Good News. 28

 Don’t be intimi
dated in any way by your enemies. This will 
be a sign to them that they are going to be 
destroyed, but that you are going to be saved, 
even by God himself. 29

 For you have been 
given not only the privilege of trusting in 
Christ but also the privilege of suffering for 
him. 30

 We are in this struggle together. You 
have seen my struggle in the past, and you 
know that I am still in the midst of it.

Have the Attitude of Christ

2 Is there any encouragement from be
longing to Christ? Any comfort from his 

love? Any fellow ship together in the Spirit? 
Are your hearts tender and compassion
ate? 2

 Then make me truly happy by agree
ing wholeheartedly with each other, loving 
one another, and working together with one 
mind and purpose.

3
 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress 

others. Be humble, thinking of others as 
better than yourselves. 4

 Don’t look out only 
for your own interests, but take an interest 
in others, too.

5
 You must have the same attitude that 

Christ  Jesus had.
 6 Though he was God,*

he did not think of equality with God
as something to cling to.

 7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges*;
he took the humble position of a slave*
and was born as a human being.

When he appeared in human form,*
 8 he humbled himself in obedience to 

God
and died a criminal’s death on  

a cross.
 9 Therefore, God elevated him to the place 

of highest honor
and gave him the name above all other 

names,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth,
11 and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ 

is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Shine Brightly for Christ
12

 Dear friends, you always followed my in
structions when I was with you. And now 

CONNECTION POIN TS

1:29 Christian Life Following Christ inevitably 
involves suffering. It is one of the means of 
grace by which we are molded into the perfect 
likeness of him who suffered in our place. 

2:1‑2 Fellowship Koinonia is a New  Testament 
Greek word that means “communion” or 
“fellowship” among Christian believers. Paul’s 
letters to the churches admonished them to 
build one another up and commune with one 
another and with God. Church was never meant 
to be merely a building where people visit for 
worship but rather a community of friends who 
share in one another’s joys and burdens. 

2:3‑4 Focus on Others The problem with dis-
abling conditions is that they naturally force 
people to think of their own needs first. Some 
people need help to get up in the morning and 
into bed at night. Others may need transporta-
tion and assistance with shopping or even toi-
leting routines. But  self-  centeredness is a huge 
barrier to developing healthy relationships. It 
takes an exceptionally mature person to look 
beyond his or her own needs and willingly 
focus on the needs of others. 

2:5‑11 Brokenness Brokenness is a prereq-
uisite for a follower of Christ. Jesus is the 
ultimate example of brokenness because he 
denied himself and submitted to suffering and 
death on a cruel cross. In Luke 9:23 Jesus says, 
“If any of you wants to be my followers, you 
must turn from your selfish ways, take up your 
cross daily, and follow me.” Notice that our 
surrender is a “daily” rather than a  one-  time 
experience. 

2:6‑8 Living with Suffering When people with 
disabilities trust God, he is revealed as a God 
of supreme worth who is deserving of our love 
and obedience despite the pain we face. As 
suffering bonds Christians to the “man of sor-
rows,” they have something eternally precious 
in common with  Christ—  their affliction. Our 
scars, anguish, rejection, and pain give us a 
small taste of what our Savior endured to pur-
chase our redemption. 

P h i l i P P i a n s   2  4
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Sharing Together
BIBLE READING: John 15:5-15
Having had a spiritual awakening as the 
result of these steps, we tried to carry 
this message to others and to practice 
these principles in all our affairs.
Since we have worked through the Twelve 
Steps, we are in a special position to carry 
the message to others. We can recognize 
the warning signs of addictive/compulsive 
tendencies in those around us, as well 
as in ourselves. When touching on such 
deep and sensitive issues, it is important 
to speak in the language of love, not con-
demnation.

The Bible tells us that if someone “is 
overcome by some sin, you who are godly 
should gently and humbly help that person 
back onto the right path. And be careful 
not to fall into the same temptation your-
self. Share each other’s burdens, and in 
this way obey the law of Christ” (Galatians 
6:1-2). The command was the one Jesus 
taught his disciples: “So now I am giv-
ing you a new commandment: Love each 
other. Just as I have loved you, you should 
love each other” (John 13:34). “This is my 
commandment: Love each other in the 
same way I have loved you. There is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends” (15:12-13).

We are not the Savior, but we can love 
others as he has loved us. Love goes 
beyond mere words. Sometimes it is spo-
ken in silence, when we don’t condemn 
someone who comes to us looking for 
help. Love doesn’t just tell them what the 
problems are. It helps carry the weight of 
their burdens. We can be part of a support 
network to help carry our friends until they 
are able to take steps toward recovery on 
their own initiative. Turn to page 1393, 
Acts 8.

12STEP1 2 - S T E P 
D E V O T I O N A LThe World’s Hatred

18
 “If the world hates you, remember that it 

hated me first. 19
 The world would love you 

as one of its own if you belonged to it, but 
you are no longer part of the world. I chose 
you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 
20

 Do you remember what I told you? ‘A slave 
is not greater than the master.’ Since they 
persecuted me, naturally they will persecute 
you. And if they had listened to me, they 
would listen to you. 21

 They will do all this 
to you because of me, for they have rejected 
the one who sent me. 22

 They would not be 
guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. 
But now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23

 Anyone who hates me also hates my Fa-
ther. 24

 If I hadn’t done such miraculous signs 
among them that no one else could do, they 
would not be guilty. But as it is, they have 
seen every thing I did, yet they still hate me 
and my Father. 25

 This fulfills what is writ-
ten in their Scriptures*: ‘They hated me 
without cause.’

26
 “But I will send you the Advocate*—the 

Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the 
Father and will testify all about me. 27

 And 
you must also testify about me because you 
have been with me from the beginning of 
my ministry.

CHAPTER 16
“I have told you these things so that you 
won’t abandon your faith. 2

 For you will be 
expelled from the synagogues, and the time 
is coming when those who kill you will 
think they are doing a holy service for God. 
3

 This is because they have never known the 
Father or me. 4

 Yes, I’m telling you these 
things now, so that when they happen, you 
will remember my warning. I didn’t tell 
you earlier because I was going to be with 
you for a while longer.

The Work of the Holy Spirit
5

 “But now I am going away to the one who 
sent me, and not one of you is asking where 
I am going. 6

 Instead, you grieve because of 
what I’ve told you. 7

 But in fact, it is best for 
you that I go away, because if I don’t, the 
Advocate* won’t come. If I do go away, then 
I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, 
he will convict the world of its sin, and of 
God’s righteousness, and of the coming 
judgment. 9

 The world’s sin is that it refuses 
 15:25 Greek in their law. Pss 35:19; 69:4.  15:26 Or 
Comforter, or Encourager, or Counselor. Greek reads 
Paraclete.  16:7 Or Comforter, or Encourager, or Counselor. 
Greek reads Paraclete. 
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Sharing Together
BIBLE READING: John 15:5-15
Having had a spiritual awakening as the 
result of these steps, we tried to carry 
this message to others and to practice 
these principles in all our affairs.
Since we have worked through the Twelve 
Steps, we are in a special position to carry 
the message to others. We can recognize 
the warning signs of addictive/compulsive 
tendencies in those around us, as well 
as in ourselves. When touching on such 
deep and sensitive issues, it is important 
to speak in the language of love, not con-
demnation.

The Bible tells us that if someone “is 
overcome by some sin, you who are godly 
should gently and humbly help that person 
back onto the right path. And be careful 
not to fall into the same temptation your-
self. Share each other’s burdens, and in 
this way obey the law of Christ” (Galatians 
6:1-2). The command was the one Jesus 
taught his disciples: “So now I am giv-
ing you a new commandment: Love each 
other. Just as I have loved you, you should 
love each other” (John 13:34). “This is my 
commandment: Love each other in the 
same way I have loved you. There is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends” (15:12-13).

We are not the Savior, but we can love 
others as he has loved us. Love goes 
beyond mere words. Sometimes it is spo-
ken in silence, when we don’t condemn 
someone who comes to us looking for 
help. Love doesn’t just tell them what the 
problems are. It helps carry the weight of 
their burdens. We can be part of a support 
network to help carry our friends until they 
are able to take steps toward recovery on 
their own initiative. Turn to page 1393, 
Acts 8.

12STEP1 2 - S T E P 
D E V O T I O N A LThe World’s Hatred

18
 “If the world hates you, remember that it 

hated me first. 19
 The world would love you 

as one of its own if you belonged to it, but 
you are no longer part of the world. I chose 
you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 
20

 Do you remember what I told you? ‘A slave 
is not greater than the master.’ Since they 
persecuted me, naturally they will persecute 
you. And if they had listened to me, they 
would listen to you. 21

 They will do all this 
to you because of me, for they have rejected 
the one who sent me. 22

 They would not be 
guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. 
But now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23

 Anyone who hates me also hates my Fa-
ther. 24

 If I hadn’t done such miraculous signs 
among them that no one else could do, they 
would not be guilty. But as it is, they have 
seen every thing I did, yet they still hate me 
and my Father. 25

 This fulfills what is writ-
ten in their Scriptures*: ‘They hated me 
without cause.’

26
 “But I will send you the Advocate*—the 

Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the 
Father and will testify all about me. 27

 And 
you must also testify about me because you 
have been with me from the beginning of 
my ministry.

CHAPTER 16
“I have told you these things so that you 
won’t abandon your faith. 2

 For you will be 
expelled from the synagogues, and the time 
is coming when those who kill you will 
think they are doing a holy service for God. 
3

 This is because they have never known the 
Father or me. 4

 Yes, I’m telling you these 
things now, so that when they happen, you 
will remember my warning. I didn’t tell 
you earlier because I was going to be with 
you for a while longer.

The Work of the Holy Spirit
5

 “But now I am going away to the one who 
sent me, and not one of you is asking where 
I am going. 6

 Instead, you grieve because of 
what I’ve told you. 7

 But in fact, it is best for 
you that I go away, because if I don’t, the 
Advocate* won’t come. If I do go away, then 
I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, 
he will convict the world of its sin, and of 
God’s righteousness, and of the coming 
judgment. 9

 The world’s sin is that it refuses 
 15:25 Greek in their law. Pss 35:19; 69:4.  15:26 Or 
Comforter, or Encourager, or Counselor. Greek reads 
Paraclete.  16:7 Or Comforter, or Encourager, or Counselor. 
Greek reads Paraclete. 
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15:15 Jesus demonstrated God’s desire to be our friend, not our taskmaster. Many of us in recov-
ery have never experienced God on such friendly, intimate terms. rare in our experience is the 
authority figure who actually seeks to confide in us and befriend us, rather than lording his power 
over us. So we find it hard to imagine God as a friend. Jesus urges us to trust in him. By becoming 
our friend, God, through Jesus, empowers us and enables us to become accountable, responsible, 
and trustworthy.
16:20-22 Jesus’ followers certainly grieved the imminent loss of their friend and master. Losing 
a loved one is a painful and universal experience. We may grieve the loss of our childhood, our 
innocence, our spouse, or our only means of livelihood. We even grieve the loss of our addiction 
that we have used to numb our pain. Abuse, abandonment, or neglect by someone we trust is 
painful. But there is no pain so great that Jesus cannot heal it. When we find the courage to hon-
estly face and grieve over our losses and injuries, we can discover what lies beyond  grief—  freedom 
and joy!

15:15 lord doeth: master is doing. 15:16 ordained: appointed. 15:19 his own: you as its own. 15:20 kept my saying: 
obeyed my message. 15:22 cloak: excuse. 15:25 a cause: reason. 16:1 be offended: fall away. 16:5 whither: where.  
16:7 expedient: better. 16:8 reprove: convict. 16:13 howbeit: however. 

have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one 
another, as I have loved you. 13 Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. 14 Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you. 15 Henceforth I 
call you not servants; for the servant knoweth 
not what his lord doeth: but I have called you 
friends; for all things that I have heard of my 
Father I have made known unto you. 16 Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: 
that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in 
my name, he may give it you. 17 These things 
I command you, that ye love one another.

the world’s hatred
18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you. 19 If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own: but because ye 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if 
they have kept my saying, they will keep yours 
also. 21 But all these things will they do unto 
you for my name’s sake, because they know 
not him that sent me. 22 If I had not come and 
spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but 
now they have no cloak for their sin. 23 He that 
hateth me hateth my Father also. 24 If I had not 
done among them the works which none other 
man did, they had not had sin: but now have 
they both seen and hated both me and my 
Father. 25 But this cometh to pass, that the word 
might be fulfilled that is written in their law, 
They hated me without a cause.

26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I 

will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Fa-
ther, he shall testify of me: 27 and ye also shall 
bear witness, because ye have been with me 
from the beginning.

CH A P T ER 16
These things have I spoken unto you, that ye 
should not be offended. 2 They shall put you 
out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, 
that whosoever killeth you will think that he 
doeth God service. 3 And these things will they 
do unto you, because they have not known 
the Father, nor me. 4 But these things have I 
told you, that when the time shall come, ye 
may remember that I told you of them. And 
these things I said not unto you at the begin-
ning, because I was with you.

the work of the holy spirit
5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and 
none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? 
6 But because I have said these things unto you, 
sorrow hath filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless I 
tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that 
I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you. 8 And when he is come, 
he will reprove the world of sin, and of righ-
teousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, because 
they believe not on me; 10 of righteousness, 
because I go to my Father, and ye see me no 
more; 11 of judgment, because the prince of 
this world is judged.

12 I have yet many things to say unto you, 
but ye cannot bear them now. 13 Howbeit when 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall 
he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 
14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
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Sharing Together
BIBLE READING: John 15:5-15
Having had a spiritual awakening as the 
result of these steps, we tried to carry 
this message to others and to practice 
these principles in all our affairs.
Since we have worked through the Twelve 
Steps, we are in a special position to carry 
the message to others. We can recognize 
the warning signs of addictive/compulsive 
tendencies in those around us, as well 
as in ourselves. When touching on such 
deep and sensitive issues, it is important 
to speak in the language of love, not con-
demnation.

The Bible tells us that if someone “is 
overcome by some sin, you who are godly 
should gently and humbly help that person 
back onto the right path. And be careful 
not to fall into the same temptation your-
self. Share each other’s burdens, and in 
this way obey the law of Christ” (Galatians 
6:1-2). The command was the one Jesus 
taught his disciples: “So now I am giv-
ing you a new commandment: Love each 
other. Just as I have loved you, you should 
love each other” (John 13:34). “This is my 
commandment: Love each other in the 
same way I have loved you. There is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends” (15:12-13).

We are not the Savior, but we can love 
others as he has loved us. Love goes 
beyond mere words. Sometimes it is spo-
ken in silence, when we don’t condemn 
someone who comes to us looking for 
help. Love doesn’t just tell them what the 
problems are. It helps carry the weight of 
their burdens. We can be part of a support 
network to help carry our friends until they 
are able to take steps toward recovery on 
their own initiative. Turn to page 1393, 
Acts 8.

12STEP1 2 - S T E P 
D E V O T I O N A LThe World’s Hatred

18
 “If the world hates you, remember that it 

hated me first. 19
 The world would love you 

as one of its own if you belonged to it, but 
you are no longer part of the world. I chose 
you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 
20

 Do you remember what I told you? ‘A slave 
is not greater than the master.’ Since they 
persecuted me, naturally they will persecute 
you. And if they had listened to me, they 
would listen to you. 21

 They will do all this 
to you because of me, for they have rejected 
the one who sent me. 22

 They would not be 
guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. 
But now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23

 Anyone who hates me also hates my Fa-
ther. 24

 If I hadn’t done such miraculous signs 
among them that no one else could do, they 
would not be guilty. But as it is, they have 
seen every thing I did, yet they still hate me 
and my Father. 25

 This fulfills what is writ-
ten in their Scriptures*: ‘They hated me 
without cause.’

26
 “But I will send you the Advocate*—the 

Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the 
Father and will testify all about me. 27

 And 
you must also testify about me because you 
have been with me from the beginning of 
my ministry.

CHAPTER 16
“I have told you these things so that you 
won’t abandon your faith. 2

 For you will be 
expelled from the synagogues, and the time 
is coming when those who kill you will 
think they are doing a holy service for God. 
3

 This is because they have never known the 
Father or me. 4

 Yes, I’m telling you these 
things now, so that when they happen, you 
will remember my warning. I didn’t tell 
you earlier because I was going to be with 
you for a while longer.

The Work of the Holy Spirit
5

 “But now I am going away to the one who 
sent me, and not one of you is asking where 
I am going. 6

 Instead, you grieve because of 
what I’ve told you. 7

 But in fact, it is best for 
you that I go away, because if I don’t, the 
Advocate* won’t come. If I do go away, then 
I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, 
he will convict the world of its sin, and of 
God’s righteousness, and of the coming 
judgment. 9

 The world’s sin is that it refuses 
 15:25 Greek in their law. Pss 35:19; 69:4.  15:26 Or 
Comforter, or Encourager, or Counselor. Greek reads 
Paraclete.  16:7 Or Comforter, or Encourager, or Counselor. 
Greek reads Paraclete. 
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“Eph pha tha,” which means, “Be opened!” 
35In stant ly the man could hear per fect ly, 
and his tongue was freed so he could speak 
plain ly!

36 Jesus told the crowd not to tell any one, 
but the more he told them not to, the more 
they spread the news. 37They were com-
plete ly amazed and said again and again, 
“Ev ery thing he does is won der ful. He even 
makes the deaf to hear and gives speech to 
those who can not speak.”

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand
Mark 8:1-10 // Matt 15:32-39

8About this time an oth er large crowd 
had gath ered, and the peo ple ran out 

of food again.  Jesus called his dis ci ples and 
told them, 2“I feel sor ry for these peo ple. 
They have been here with me for three days, 
and they have noth ing left to eat. 3If I send 
them home hun gry, they will faint along the 
way. For some of them have come a long 
 dis tance.”

4His dis ci ples re plied, “How are we sup-
posed to find enough food to feed them out 
here in the wil der ness?”

5 Jesus asked, “How much bread do you 
have?”

“Sev en loaves,” they re plied.
6So  Jesus told all the peo ple to sit down on 

the ground. Then he took the sev en loaves, 
thanked God for them, and broke them into 
piec es. He gave them to his dis ci ples, who 
dis trib ut ed the bread to the crowd. 7A few 
small fish were found, too, so  Jesus also 
blessed these and told the dis ci ples to dis-
trib ute them.

8They ate as much as they want ed. Af ter-
ward, the dis ci ples picked up sev en large 
bas kets of left over food. 9There were about 
4,000 men in the crowd that day, and  Jesus 
sent them home af ter they had eat en. 10Im-
me di ate ly af ter this, he got into a boat with 
his dis ci ples and crossed over to the re gion 
of Dal ma nu tha.

Pharisees Demand a Miraculous Sign
Mark 8:11-13; cp. Matt 12:38-39 // Luke 11:16, 29;  

cp. Matt 16:1-4
11When the Phar i sees heard that  Jesus had 
ar rived, they came and start ed to ar gue with 
him. Test ing him, they de mand ed that he 
show them a mi rac u lous sign from heav en 
to prove his au thor i ty.

12When he heard this, he sighed deep ly 
in his spir it and said, “Why do these peo ple 

7:36
Matt 8:4

7:37
Isa 35:5-6

8:1-10
//Matt 15:32-39
Mark 6:32-44

8:2
Matt 9:36

8:4
Num 11:21-22
2 Kgs 4:42-43

8:7
Matt 14:19

8:10
Matt 15:39

8:11-21
//Matt 16:1-12
Luke 11:16, 29
John 6:30
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7:36-37 Despite his desire to avoid 
attention, Jesus’ greatness shone too 
brightly—his person, his teaching, and 
his ability to heal inspired awe, and he 
could not be hidden (see “The Secret of 
the Messiah” at 3:11-12, p. 1653).

8:1-10 The stories about feeding the 
4,000 and the 5,000 are similar. All 
four Gospels report the earlier feeding 
of the 5,000 (6:35-44; Matt 14:13-21; 
Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15), but only 
Mark and Matthew (Matt 15:32-39) 
also record the feeding of the 4,000 
as a separate miracle (8:19-21; Matt 
16:9-10). The details of the events are 
different.

8:1-3 The last reference to a large 
crowd was at the feeding of the 5,000 
(6:34). Jesus showed compassion in 
6:34 because the people “were like 
sheep without a shepherd.” These 
stories reflect Jesus’ concern for the 
total person—this time especially for 
the people’s hunger. They were in the 
wilderness (8:4) and had no food (8:1). 
They had been with Jesus for three days 
and had nothing to eat (8:2), and they 
had come a long way and needed to eat 
before returning home (8:3).

8:4 The disciples’ frustration at the 
situation reveals their dullness. They 
knew how God provided manna in 
the wilderness for his people in Moses’ 
time (Exod 16). They were now in the 
presence of one far greater than Moses 
(see 9:5-7) and had recently seen him 

feed a greater number of people in a 
similar situation (6:30-44). However, 
they still did not understand (cp. 6:52). 
Even so, Jesus worked through them to 
bring physical and spiritual food to the 
hungry (8:6-8). What they could not do 
by themselves, the mighty Son of God 
would do through them.

8:5 Seven loaves: Numerous attempts 
have been made to allegorize the 
numbers in the two feeding miracles, 
but the lack of consensus among these 
interpretations, and the reference to “a 
few fish” in the present story, suggest 
that the numbers are not symbolic. 
None of the Gospel writers associate 
any clear significance with these num-
bers, and this should warn us against 
doing so. As with the feeding of the 
5,000, the purpose of the numbers is 
to magnify the greatness of the miracle 
and of Jesus.

8:6-7 took, thanked God, distributed: 
These terms foreshadow the Last Supper 
(cp. 14:22-25).

8:8 They ate as much as they wanted: 
The superabundance of food shows the 
all-surpassing nature of God’s Kingdom 
and of the one who brought it.

8:10-13 As in the earlier feeding 
miracle (6:30-44), the feeding of the 
4,000 is followed by Jesus’ crossing 
the Sea of Galilee by boat (cp. 6:45) 
and the Pharisees’ initiating a dispute 
demanding that Jesus perform some 

miraculous sign (cp. 7:1-23). l The 
location of Dalmanutha is unknown. 
Matthew 15:39 has Magadan instead of 
Dalmanutha.

8:11 The antagonism of the Phari-
sees was persistent (2:16-18, 24; 3:6; 
7:1-5; 10:2; 12:13, 15). The request 
for a sign is at times acceptable (Judg 
6:36-40; 2 Kgs 20:8-11; Isa 7:10-12; 
see also John 2:18-19), but in this case 
it was obstinate testing of God. l The 
sought-after sign was not a healing, an 
exorcism, a raising from the dead, or 
a nature miracle, for there had been 
many of these already, and Jesus’ abil-
ity to work such signs was well-known 
(1:32-34, 45; 3:7-12; 6:53-56) even to 
the Pharisees (3:22). What they sought 
was a miraculous sign from heaven—
that is, directly from God—that would 
demonstrate once for all that Jesus was 
the Christ. No sign, however, could ever 
convince them of this. For those whose 
hearts were open to the truth, the 
miracles that Jesus had already done 
(Luke 7:22) were clear and irrefutable 
signs that Jesus was the Messiah, the 
Son of God. For those outside (4:11-12), 
no sign could make them believe (cp. 
Luke 6:19-31).

8:12 he sighed deeply: See note on 7:34. 
l I tell you the truth: Jesus’ response 
was as strong as an oath meaning, 

“[May God’s judgment fall upon me] if 
I give this generation any such sign.” 
Such oaths express an unbending 
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“Eph pha tha,” which means, “Be opened!” 
35In stant ly the man could hear per fect ly, 
and his tongue was freed so he could speak 
plain ly!

36 Jesus told the crowd not to tell any one, 
but the more he told them not to, the more 
they spread the news. 37They were com-
plete ly amazed and said again and again, 
“Ev ery thing he does is won der ful. He even 
makes the deaf to hear and gives speech to 
those who can not speak.”

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand
Mark 8:1-10 // Matt 15:32-39

8About this time an oth er large crowd 
had gath ered, and the peo ple ran out 

of food again.  Jesus called his dis ci ples and 
told them, 2“I feel sor ry for these peo ple. 
They have been here with me for three days, 
and they have noth ing left to eat. 3If I send 
them home hun gry, they will faint along the 
way. For some of them have come a long 
 dis tance.”

4His dis ci ples re plied, “How are we sup-
posed to find enough food to feed them out 
here in the wil der ness?”

5 Jesus asked, “How much bread do you 
have?”

“Sev en loaves,” they re plied.
6So  Jesus told all the peo ple to sit down on 

the ground. Then he took the sev en loaves, 
thanked God for them, and broke them into 
piec es. He gave them to his dis ci ples, who 
dis trib ut ed the bread to the crowd. 7A few 
small fish were found, too, so  Jesus also 
blessed these and told the dis ci ples to dis-
trib ute them.

8They ate as much as they want ed. Af ter-
ward, the dis ci ples picked up sev en large 
bas kets of left over food. 9There were about 
4,000 men in the crowd that day, and  Jesus 
sent them home af ter they had eat en. 10Im-
me di ate ly af ter this, he got into a boat with 
his dis ci ples and crossed over to the re gion 
of Dal ma nu tha.

Pharisees Demand a Miraculous Sign
Mark 8:11-13; cp. Matt 12:38-39 // Luke 11:16, 29;  

cp. Matt 16:1-4
11When the Phar i sees heard that  Jesus had 
ar rived, they came and start ed to ar gue with 
him. Test ing him, they de mand ed that he 
show them a mi rac u lous sign from heav en 
to prove his au thor i ty.

12When he heard this, he sighed deep ly 
in his spir it and said, “Why do these peo ple 

7:36
Matt 8:4

7:37
Isa 35:5-6

8:1-10
//Matt 15:32-39
Mark 6:32-44

8:2
Matt 9:36

8:4
Num 11:21-22
2 Kgs 4:42-43

8:7
Matt 14:19

8:10
Matt 15:39

8:11-21
//Matt 16:1-12
Luke 11:16, 29
John 6:30
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7:36-37 Despite his desire to avoid 
attention, Jesus’ greatness shone too 
brightly—his person, his teaching, and 
his ability to heal inspired awe, and he 
could not be hidden (see “The Secret of 
the Messiah” at 3:11-12, p. 1653).

8:1-10 The stories about feeding the 
4,000 and the 5,000 are similar. All 
four Gospels report the earlier feeding 
of the 5,000 (6:35-44; Matt 14:13-21; 
Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15), but only 
Mark and Matthew (Matt 15:32-39) 
also record the feeding of the 4,000 
as a separate miracle (8:19-21; Matt 
16:9-10). The details of the events are 
different.

8:1-3 The last reference to a large 
crowd was at the feeding of the 5,000 
(6:34). Jesus showed compassion in 
6:34 because the people “were like 
sheep without a shepherd.” These 
stories reflect Jesus’ concern for the 
total person—this time especially for 
the people’s hunger. They were in the 
wilderness (8:4) and had no food (8:1). 
They had been with Jesus for three days 
and had nothing to eat (8:2), and they 
had come a long way and needed to eat 
before returning home (8:3).

8:4 The disciples’ frustration at the 
situation reveals their dullness. They 
knew how God provided manna in 
the wilderness for his people in Moses’ 
time (Exod 16). They were now in the 
presence of one far greater than Moses 
(see 9:5-7) and had recently seen him 

feed a greater number of people in a 
similar situation (6:30-44). However, 
they still did not understand (cp. 6:52). 
Even so, Jesus worked through them to 
bring physical and spiritual food to the 
hungry (8:6-8). What they could not do 
by themselves, the mighty Son of God 
would do through them.

8:5 Seven loaves: Numerous attempts 
have been made to allegorize the 
numbers in the two feeding miracles, 
but the lack of consensus among these 
interpretations, and the reference to “a 
few fish” in the present story, suggest 
that the numbers are not symbolic. 
None of the Gospel writers associate 
any clear significance with these num-
bers, and this should warn us against 
doing so. As with the feeding of the 
5,000, the purpose of the numbers is 
to magnify the greatness of the miracle 
and of Jesus.

8:6-7 took, thanked God, distributed: 
These terms foreshadow the Last Supper 
(cp. 14:22-25).

8:8 They ate as much as they wanted: 
The superabundance of food shows the 
all-surpassing nature of God’s Kingdom 
and of the one who brought it.

8:10-13 As in the earlier feeding 
miracle (6:30-44), the feeding of the 
4,000 is followed by Jesus’ crossing 
the Sea of Galilee by boat (cp. 6:45) 
and the Pharisees’ initiating a dispute 
demanding that Jesus perform some 

miraculous sign (cp. 7:1-23). ● The 
location of Dalmanutha is unknown. 
Matthew 15:39 has Magadan instead of 
Dalmanutha.

8:11 The antagonism of the Phari-
sees was persistent (2:16-18, 24; 3:6; 
7:1-5; 10:2; 12:13, 15). The request 
for a sign is at times acceptable (Judg 
6:36-40; 2 Kgs 20:8-11; Isa 7:10-12; 
see also John 2:18-19), but in this case 
it was obstinate testing of God. ● The 
sought-after sign was not a healing, an 
exorcism, a raising from the dead, or 
a nature miracle, for there had been 
many of these already, and Jesus’ abil-
ity to work such signs was well-known 
(1:32-34, 45; 3:7-12; 6:53-56) even to 
the Pharisees (3:22). What they sought 
was a miraculous sign from heaven—
that is, directly from God—that would 
demonstrate once for all that Jesus was 
the Christ. No sign, however, could ever 
convince them of this. For those whose 
hearts were open to the truth, the 
miracles that Jesus had already done 
(Luke 7:22) were clear and irrefutable 
signs that Jesus was the Messiah, the 
Son of God. For those outside (4:11-12), 
no sign could make them believe (cp. 
Luke 6:19-31).

8:12 he sighed deeply: See note on 7:34. 
● I tell you the truth: Jesus’ response 
was as strong as an oath meaning, 

“[May God’s judgment fall upon me] if 
I give this generation any such sign.” 
Such oaths express an unbending 
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also dependent upon royal archives 
and oral traditions for 1:12-16.

1:12 Shealtiel: See 1 Chr 3:17-19; 
Ezra 3:2.

1:16 This genealogy is traced through 
Joseph, who stands in David’s line (see 
also note on Luke 3:23-38).

1:17 matthew states that each period 
has fourteen generations, but the first 
and third periods list only thirteen. 
A legitimate Jewish and oT approach 
would count David in both the first and 
second groupings and include Jesus in 
the third grouping. This further rein-
forces that matthew is probably stress-
ing the gematria (letters representing 
numbers): The letters in the Hebrew 
word dawid (“David”) also add up to 
fourteen. matthew is highlighting Jesus’ 
credentials as the messiah (1:1).

1:1–2:23 This account demonstrates 
that Jesus’ lineage and birth (ch 1), as 
well as the geography of his early years 
(ch 2), fulfilled oT expectations, and 
that attempts to thwart God’s will do 
not succeed (2:1-15; see also 27:62-66).
1:1 The phrase a record of the ancestors 
introduces 1:1-17. A similar phrase is 
used in Genesis to introduce each sec-
tion of that book (see Genesis Introduc-
tion, “Summary”). • Jesus . . . David. . . 
Abraham: These names are repeated 
in reverse order in the genealogy, an 
example of a literary form known as 
chiasm (arrangement of elements in 
mirror-image). Being identified as a 
descendant of David introduces Jesus 
as messiah (see matt 12:23; 22:42-45), 
while the connection to Abraham 
emphasizes God’s covenant with Israel 
and the extension of that covenant to 
include all nations (see Gen 12:3; matt 
28:16-20).

1:5 Rahab was the Gentile prostitute 
who risked her life to harbor Joshua’s 

two spies in Jericho (Josh 2:1-21). Her 
inclusion in the ancestry of the messiah 
emphasizes the grace of God. Elsewhere 
she is commended for her faith in the 
God of Israel and for righteous deeds 
(Heb 11:31; Jas 2:25).

1:7 Asa (Greek Asaph): Probably the 
oT king (1 Kgs 15:9-24; 1 Chr 3:10) and 
not the psalmist (Asaph; 1 Chr 6:39; 
25:1-2; Ps 50, 73-83). matthew’s focus 
is on the ancestral line from David to 
the messiah.

1:8 father of (or ancestor of): The term 
includes several generations here (2 Chr 
21:1–26:1), as it does in the case of 
Josiah (matt 1:11) and Shealtiel (1:12). 
The genealogy omits Ahaziah, Joash, and 
Amaziah (2 Kgs 8:24; 1 Chr 3:11; 2 Chr 
22:1, 11; 24:27), perhaps because of 
their association with Ahab and Jezebel.

1:11 father: Josiah was the grandfather 
of Jehoiachin.

1:12‑16 Although the oT is clearly the 
source for 1:1-11, matthew is probably 

1:1
Gen 22:18
2 Sam 7:12-14
1 Chr 17:11
Pss 89:3-4; 132:11
Isa 9:6; 11:1
matt 22:42
John 7:42
Rom 1:3
Gal 3:16
Rev 22:16

1:2
Gen 21:3, 12; 25:26; 
29:35
1 Chr 1:34

1:3
Gen 38:29-30
Ruth 4:12, 18-19
1 Chr 2:4-5, 9

1:4‑5
Ruth 4:13, 17-22
1 Chr 2:10-12, 15
Heb 11:31

1:6
Ruth 4:17, 22
2 Sam 12:24
1 Chr 2:13-15

1:7‑10
1 Chr 3:10-14

1:11
2 Kgs 24:14-16
1 Chr 3:15-16
Jer 27:20
Dan 1:1-2

1:12
1 Chr 3:17, 19
Ezra 3:2

1:16
matt 27:17, 22
Luke 2:11

1:1 Greek Jesus the Messiah, Son of David and son of Abraham.   1:3 Greek Aram, a variant spelling of Ram; also in 1:4. See 1 Chr 
2:9-10.   1:7 Greek Asaph, a variant spelling of Asa; also in 1:8. See 1 Chr 3:10.   1:8a Greek Joram, a variant spelling of Jehoram; 
also in 1:8b. See 1 Kgs 22:50 and note at 1 Chr 3:11.   1:8b Or ancestor; also in 1:11.   1:10 Greek Amos, a variant spelling of 
Amon; also in 1:10b. See 1 Chr 3:14.   1:11 Greek Jeconiah, a variant spelling of Jehoiachin; also in 1:12. See 2 Kgs 24:6 and note 
at 1 Chr 3:16.   

1. Prologue—The BirTh of  Jesus 
(1:1–2:23) Matthew

the ancestors of  Jesus the Messiah 
(1:1‑17)
mATT 1:1-17; CP. LUKE 3:23-38

1 This is a record of the ancestors of  Jesus 
the Messiah, a descendant of Da vid and 

of Abra ham*:
  2  Abraham was the father of Isaac.

Isaac was the father of Jacob.
Jacob was the father of Judah and his 

brothers.
  3  Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah 

(whose mother was Tamar).
Perez was the father of Hezron.
Hezron was the father of Ram.*

  4  Ram was the father of Amminadab.
Amminadab was the father of  

Nahshon.
Nahshon was the father of Salmon.

  5  Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose 
mother was Rahab).

Boaz was the father of Obed (whose 
mother was Ruth).

Obed was the father of Jesse.
  6  Jesse was the father of King David.

David was the father of Solomon 
(whose mother was Bathsheba, 
the widow of Uriah).

  7  Solomon was the father of Rehoboam.
Rehoboam was the father of Abijah.
Abijah was the father of Asa.*

  8  Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat.

Jehoshaphat was the father of 
Jehoram.*

Jehoram was the father* of Uzziah.
  9  Uzziah was the father of Jotham.

Jotham was the father of Ahaz.
Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah.

10  Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh.
Manasseh was the father of Amon.*
Amon was the father of Josiah.

11  Josiah was the father of Jehoiachin* and 
his brothers (born at the time of the 
exile to Babylon).

12  After the Babylonian exile:
Jehoiachin was the father of Shealtiel.
Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel.

13  Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud.
Abiud was the father of Eliakim.
Eliakim was the father of Azor.

14  Azor was the father of Zadok.
Zadok was the father of Akim.
Akim was the father of Eliud.

15  Eliud was the father of Eleazar.
Eleazar was the father of Matthan.
Matthan was the father of Jacob.

16  Jacob was the father of Joseph, the 
husband of Mary.

Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is called 
the Messiah.

17
 All  those  listed  above  include  fourteen 

generations  from  Abra ham  to  Da vid,  four-
teen from Da vid to the Bab ylonian exile, and 
fourteen  from  the  Bab ylonian  exile  to  the 
Messiah.
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Crowds Follow Jesus
23  Jesus traveled throughout the region of Gal i-
lee, teaching in the synagogues and announc-
ing the Good News about the Kingdom. And 
he healed every kind of disease and illness. 
24 News about him spread as far as  Syr ia, and 
people soon began bringing to him all who 
were sick. And whatever their sickness or 
disease, or if they were demon possessed or 
epileptic or paralyzed—he healed them all. 
25 Large crowds followed him wherever he 
went—people from Gal i lee, the Ten Towns,* 
Je ru sa lem, from all over Ju dea, and from east 
of the Jordan River.

The Sermon on the Mount

5 One day as he saw the crowds gathering, 
 Jesus went up on the mountainside and 

sat down. His disciples gathered around him, 
2 and he began to teach them.

The Beatitudes
 3 “God blesses those who are poor and 

realize their need for him,*
for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

 4 God blesses those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.

 5 God blesses those who are humble,
for they will inherit the whole earth.

 6 God blesses those who hunger and thirst 
for justice,*

for they will be satisfied.

 7 God blesses those who are merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

 8 God blesses those whose hearts are 
pure,

for they will see God.
 9 God blesses those who work for peace,

for they will be called the children 
of God.

 10 God blesses those who are persecuted for 
doing right,

for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
11 “God blesses you when people mock you 

and persecute you and lie about you and say 
all sorts of evil things against you because you 
are my followers. 12 Be happy about it! Be very 
glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. 
And remember, the ancient prophets were 
persecuted in the same way.

Teaching about Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what 
good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you 
make it salty again? It will be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot as worthless.

14 “You are the light of the world—like a 
city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 15 No 
one lights a lamp and then puts it under a 
basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, 
where it gives light to every one in the house. 
16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine 
out for all to see, so that every one will praise 
your heavenly Father.

 4:25 Greek Decapolis.  5:3 Greek poor in spirit.  5:6 Or for righteousness. 
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Beware of the sins of the heart read MATTHEW 5:27-30

Some people have the mistaken notion that unless you commit the actual act of adultery 
you have not really sinned. They think it is okay to fantasize about or look at someone 
lustfully so long as you don’t become involved with that person. But Jesus cuts straight 
to the core. He lets us know that even a lustful glance is as sinful as committing adultery.

In the original Greek, one of the meanings for the word Jesus uses for look is “intentional 
and repeated gazing.” Jesus’ remedy for someone who has a problem in this area seems 
rather harsh, but you really have to look at the context and the culture of the day to under-
stand this radical but important statement.

In the Jewish culture, the right eye (translated here as “your good eye”) represented 
one’s best vision, and the right hand (“your stronger hand”) represented one’s best skills. 
In essence, Jesus is saying that you should be willing to give up whatever is necessary to 
keep you from falling into this sin. That may mean terminating a relationship, getting rid 
of extra television channels, throwing out your smartphone, or changing how or where 
you spend your spare time. Remove yourself from those things that can have a spiritually 
destructive effect on your life. Then take practical steps to fill your mind with the things of 
God: “Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, 
and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise” (Philippians 4:8).
For the next note on “Purity” turn to page 1074.

page 897  M AT T HE W  5

NewBelieversBibleRepkg_NLT_Full.indb   897 11/15/2019   9:05:23 AM

New Believer’s Bible / NLT (01, 02)

01 03 0402

THE ACCOUNT OF CREATION
Before the beginning there is only God. The story of Creation is a story about God, 
what he does and how he interacts with his creation. By God’s hand, everything 
comes into existence out of nothing. He builds it all with grandeur, makes each 
creature with attention and care, and calls everything good. The Creation story 
shows us how much God loves all that he has made. This is the beginning of the 
big story—God’s story told in the Bible.

1:1 Or In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 
earth, . . . Or When God began to create the heavens and the earth, . . .    

THE ACCOUNT OF CREATION

1 In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.* 2

 The earth was formless 
and empty, and darkness covered the deep wa-
ters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the surface of the waters.
3

 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. 4

 And God saw that the light 
was good. Then he separated the light from 
the darkness. 5

 God called the light “day” 
and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning came, 
marking the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a space 

between the waters, to separate the waters 
of the heavens from the waters of the 
earth.” 7

 And that is what happened. God 
made this space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the heavens. 
8

 God called the space “sky.”
And evening passed and morning came, 

marking the second day.
9

 Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the 
sky flow together into one place, so dry 
ground may appear.” And that is what 
happened. 10

 God called the dry ground 
“land” and the waters “seas.” And God saw 
that it was good. 11

 Then God said, “Let the 
land sprout with vegetation—every sort 
of seed-bearing plant, and trees that grow 
seed-bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And that 
is what happened. 12

 The land produced 
vegetation—all sorts of seed-bearing plants, 
and trees with seed-bearing fruit. Their 

seeds produced plants and trees of the 
same kind. And God saw that it was good.

13
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the third day.
14

 Then God said, “Let lights appear in the 
sky to separate the day from the night. Let 
them be signs to mark the seasons, days, 
and years. 15

 Let these lights in the sky 
shine down on the earth.” And that is what 
happened. 16

 God made two great lights—the 
larger one to govern the day, and the smaller 
one to govern the night. He also made the 
stars. 17

 God set these lights in the sky to light 
the earth, 18

 to govern the day and night, and 
to separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good.

19
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fourth day.
20

 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with 
fish and other life. Let the skies be filled 
with birds of every kind.” 21

 So God created 
great sea creatures and every living thing 
that scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of bird—each producing 
offspring of the same kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 22

 Then God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply. Let the 
fish fill the seas, and let the birds multiply 
on the earth.”

23
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fifth day.
24

 Then God said, “Let the earth produce every 
sort of animal, each producing offspring 
of the same kind—livestock, small animals 
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THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS
57As they were walking along, someone said to Jesus, “I will follow You wherever You go.”

58But Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens to live in, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man
has no place even to lay His head.”

59He said to another person, “Come, follow Me.”
The man agreed, but he said, “Lord, first let me return home and bury my father.”
60But Jesus told him, “Let the spiritually dead bury their own dead!* Your duty is to go

and preach about the Kingdom of God.”
61Another said, “Yes, Lord, I will follow You, but first let me say good-bye to my family.”
62But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and then looks back is not fit

for the Kingdom of God.”

JESUS SENDS OUT HIS DISCIPLES 10

10 The Lord now chose seventy-two* other disciples and sent them ahead in pairs to
all the towns and places He planned to visit. 2These were His instructions to them:

“The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the
harvest; ask Him to send more workers into His fields. 3Now go, and remember that I am
sending you out as lambs among wolves. 4Don’t take any money with you, nor a trav-
eler’s bag, nor an extra pair of sandals. And don’t stop to greet anyone on the road.

5“Whenever you enter someone’s home, first say, ‘May God’s peace be on this house.’
6If those who live there are peaceful, the blessing will stand; if they are not, the blessing
will return to you. 7Don’t move around from home to home. Stay in one place, eating and
drinking what they provide. Don’t hesitate to accept hospitality, because those who work
deserve their pay.

8“If you enter a town and it welcomes you, eat whatever is set before you. 9Heal the sick,
and tell them, ‘The Kingdom of God is near you now.’ 10But if a town refuses to welcome you,
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� WORSHIP
9:57-62 A life of adventure. Anyone is welcome to join
the journey of following Jesus. But as Jesus has

shown us, not everyone is ready to submit to His Lordship.
Many want the crown, but not many want the cross. A disciple
must have a singular focus. A God-centered lifestyle is not
easy, but it is required for all who call Jesus their Lord. In this
passage, the numerous excuses people gave for not following
Jesus may sound strange to us, but what excuses do you hear
in your own heart for not submitting to Jesus’ claims on your
thoughts, feelings, and behaviors? List them on a piece of
paper and ask God to help you repent of your sin and eliminate
those excuses from your life. Return to that list and mark them
off as God gives you victory over them. (See Worship> NT>
Sacrificial Living> Counting the cost of following Jesus,
TopicGuide page A34.)

9:59-60 Jesus’ words here were not as harsh as they may first
seem. Most likely the man’s father had not yet died, and the
man was pleading to refrain from following until he had settled
all his other relationships. Thus, this man’s concern was simi-
lar to the one mentioned in 9:61.

9:62 A farmer couldn’t plow a straight row except by looking
ahead. Looking back for even a quick glance could cause the
plow to veer to the side. It also raised the risk of ruining the
plow by running it into a rock in the ground.

10:1-12 Having first commissioned the 12 disciples, now Jesus
expanded His scope of ministry to His other close followers.
The smaller ministry team and this larger one shared the same

principles of simplicity and humble dependence on God and
His people for their food and shelter.

� WORSHIP
10:2 Prayer fuels ministry. Every friend and follower
of Jesus talks to Him. But often we make prayer the

period at the end of the sentence. That is, we begin with a
plan, a strategy, our ideas, and our goals. Then, after we
have laid everything out as we would like to see it, we ask
for God’s help. But the model here is different. Jesus’ way of
doing ministry began in prayer, because Jesus knew that all
significant ministry is really the work of the Father. Before you
make your plans, set the entire situation before Him in prayer.
(See Worship> NT> Prayer> Instructions> Sanctify all things
with prayer, TopicGuide page A33.)

� MINISTRY
10:3-12 Proclaim the Kingdom. As Jesus carried out
the work of the Kingdom, it is clear that He included

two major categories of ministry: proclamation and demon-
stration. That is, Jesus taught, and He also met real needs in
amazing ways. When He sent His disciples out to share in His
ministry, they did the same things. As the ministry of Jesus
grew, He sent out 70 others, as recorded here, and their com-
mission was the same. They were to go into the world pro-
claiming the Good News of the presence of the Kingdom of
God and bring the blessings of that Kingdom into the lives of
those they met. Jesus invites all His followers into the same
kind of life and ministry (Acts 6:1-3; 20:35; Galatians 2:10; 5:13;
Hebrews 6:10). (See Ministry> Great Commission> Witness>
Witness in word and deed, TopicGuide page A56.)

9:60 Greek Let the dead bury their own dead. 10:1 Some manuscripts read seventy; also in 10:17.
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produced plants and trees of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good.

13 And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the third day.

14 Then God said, “Let lights appear in the 
sky to separate the day from the night. 
Let them be signs to mark the seasons, 
days, and years. 15 Let these lights in the 
sky shine down on the earth.” And that is 
what happened. 16 God made two great 
lights—the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the 
night. He also made the stars. 17 God set 
these lights in the sky to light the earth, 
18 to govern the day and night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good.

19 And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the fourth day.

20 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm 
with fish and other life. Let the skies be 

The Account of Creation

1In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth.* 2 The earth was form-

less and empty, and darkness covered the 
deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hov-
ering over the surface of the waters.

3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. 4 And God saw that the 
light was good. Then he separated the 
light from the darkness. 5 God called the 
light “day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the first day.

6 Then God said, “Let there be a space 
between the waters, to separate the 
waters of the heavens from the waters of 
the earth.” 7 And that is what happened. 
God made this space to separate the 
waters of the earth from the waters of 
the heavens. 8 God called the space 
“sky.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the second day.

9 Then God said, “Let the waters beneath 
the sky flow together into one place, 
so dry ground may appear.” And that is 
what happened. 10 God called the dry 
ground “land” and the waters “seas.” 
And God saw that it was good. 11 Then 
God said, “Let the land sprout with 
vegetation—every sort of seed-bearing 
plant, and trees that grow seed-bearing 
fruit. These seeds will then produce the 
kinds of plants and trees from which 
they came.” And that is what happened. 
12 The land produced vegetation—all 
sorts of seed-bearing plants, and trees 
with seed-bearing fruit. Their seeds 

We Worship the God of Creation • Genesis 1

Many religions and people groups have dramatic stories about 
creation. Parents tell these stories over and over again to their 
offspring. Many of these creation stories have similarities with 
God’s account of creation in Genesis. But quite unlike most 
other stories, the Bible gives reasons for the creation—so 
that the universe may worship and praise God (Psalm 148). 

We are to worship the God of creation not the creation itself. 
The Bible says we can know the purpose for which we were 
created. We are not accidents. God created the universe and 
humans as a very deliberate act. That gives us honour, worth, 
and purpose that we should cherish always.

Only the Best Will Do
The Tsanguis of the Republic of the Congo say, Makinu ma 
mbuli, uba luata milimbala a matsotsove, meaning, “An au
thentic dance is done wearing raffia, not weeds.” Leaves from 
the raffia palm are the longest in the plant kingdom and are 
woven into beautiful dancer suits. Only the best will do! 

Genesis says that the heavens and the earth and all that is 
in them were created by God. And at every stage of creation, 

God, seeing what he had done, was pleased with it. At the end 
of six days of intense work, he “looked over all he had made, 
and he saw that it was very good!” (Genesis 1:31). God’s work 
of creation was the best of the best. 

As his children, we are called to imitate him in our lives, 
giving the very best of who we are and what we have to God 
and to his service.

In Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco, when you are invited 
to a wedding on Friday evening, they call it “the eve
ning of Saturday.” Days begin at sunset, just as we 
read in Genesis 1:5 that evening and morning were 
the first day. Even though a day officially begins at 
midnight, ordinary people in North Africa, especially 
in the countryside, still consider their days to begin 
with the evening before nightfall. 

God gave the great lights in the sky as signs 
and for seasons to help his people live in harmony 
with their environment. Farmers and fishermen still 
use the movements of the sun, moon, and stars to 
organize their daily activities. They divide their days 
and seasons in a way similar to the Hebrew culture 
of the Old Testament.

A f r i c a n  T o u c h  P o i n t s

A p p l i c a t i o n

When Day Begins

P r o v e r b s  &  S t o r i e s

1:1 Or In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, . . . Or When God began to create the heavens and the earth, . . .  
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  Jeph thah captured the shallow 
crossings of the Jordan River, and 
whenever a fugitive from Ephra im 
tried to go back across, the men of Gil-
e ad would challenge him. “Are you a 
member of the tribe of Ephra im?” they 
would ask. If the man said, “No, I’m 
not,” 6 they would tell him to say “Shib-
bo leth.” If he was from Ephra im, he 
would say “Sib bo leth,” because people 
from Ephra im cannot pronounce 
the word correctly. Then they would 
take him and kill him at the shallow 
crossings of the Jor dan. In all, 42,000 
 Ephra imites were killed at that time.

7
  Jeph thah judged Is ra el for six 

years. When he died, he was buried in 
one of the towns of Gil e ad.

8
 After Jeph thah died, Ibzan from 

Beth le hem judged Is ra el. 9
 He had 

thirty sons and thirty daughters. He 
sent his daughters to marry men out-
side his clan, and he brought in thirty 
young women from outside his clan to 
marry his sons. Ibzan judged Is ra el for 
seven years. 10

 When he died, he was 
buried at Beth le hem.

11
 After Ibzan died, Elon from the 

tribe of  Ze bulun judged Is ra el for ten 
years. 12

 When he died, he was buried 
at Ai ja lon in  Ze bulun.

13
 After Elon died, Ab don son of Hil-

lel, from Pir a thon, judged Is ra el. 14
 He 

had forty sons and thirty grandsons, 
who rode on seventy donkeys. He 
judged Is ra el for eight years. 15

 When 
he died, he was buried at Pir a thon 
in Ephra im, in the hill country of the 
Am a lek ites.
11:16 Hebrew sea of reeds. 

JOHN 1:1-28
 1 In the beginning the Word already 

existed.
The Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

 2 He existed in the beginning with 
God.

 3 God created everything through 
him,

and nothing was created except 
through him.

 4 The Word gave life to everything 
that was created,*

and his life brought light to 
everyone.

 5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never 

extinguish it.*
6

 God sent a man, John the Bap-
tist,* 7

 to tell about the light so that 
every one might believe because of his 
testimony. 8

 John himself was not the 
light; he was simply a witness to tell 
about the light. 9

 The one who is the 
true light, who gives light to every one, 
was coming into the world.

10
 He came into the very world he 

created, but the world  didn’t recognize 
him. 11

 He came to his own people, and 
even they rejected him. 12

 But to all who 
believed him and accepted him, he gave 
the right to become children of God. 
13

 They are  reborn—  not with a physical 
birth resulting from human passion or 
plan, but a birth that  comes from God.

14
 So the Word became human* and 

made his home among us. He was full 
of unfailing love and faithfulness.* 
And we have seen his glory, the glory 
of the Father’s one and only Son.

15
 John testified about him when he 

shouted to the crowds, “This is the 
one I was talking about when I said, 
‘Someone is coming after me who is 
far greater than I am, for he existed 
long before me.’”

16
 From his abundance we have all 

received one gracious blessing after 
another.* 17

 For the law was given 
through  Moses, but God’s unfailing 
love and faithfulness came through 
 Jesus Christ. 18

 No one has ever seen 
God. But the unique One, who is him-
self God,* is near to the Father’s heart. 
He has revealed God to us.

19
 This was John’s testimony when the 

Jew ish leaders sent priests and Temple 
assistants* from Je ru sa lem to ask John, 
“Who are you?” 20

 He came right out 
and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21
 “Well then, who are you?” they 

asked. “Are you Eli jah?”
“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are ex-

pecting?”*
“No.”

The One Year Pray for America Bible / NLT01

01, 02

John—but you will be called 
Cephas” (which means “Peter”).

The next day  Jesus decided 
to go to Galilee. He found Philip 
and said to him, “Come, follow 
me.” Philip was from Bethsaida, 
Andrew and Peter’s hometown.

Philip went to look for 
Nathanael and told him, “We 
have found the very person 
Moses and the prophets wrote 
about! His name is  Jesus, the 
son of Joseph from Nazareth.”

“Nazareth!” exclaimed 
Nathanael. “Can anything 
good come from Nazareth?”

“Come and see for your-
self,” Philip replied.

As they approached,  Jesus said, 
“Now here is a genuine son of Isra-
el—a man of complete integrity.”

“How do you know about 
me?” Nathanael asked.

 Jesus replied, “I could 
see you under the fig tree 
before Philip found you.”

Then Nathanael exclaimed, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God—the King of Israel!”

 Jesus asked him, “Do you be-
lieve this just because I told you I 
had seen you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than 
this.” Then he said, “I tell you 
the truth, you will all see heaven 
open and the angels of God 
going up and down on the Son of 
Man, the one who is the stairway 
between heaven and earth.”

2 The next day there was a 
wedding celebration in the 

village of Cana in Galilee.  Jesus’ 
mother was there, and  Jesus 
and his disciples were also 
invited to the celebration. The 
wine supply ran out during the 
festivities, so  Jesus’ mother told 
him, “They have no more wine.”

“Dear woman, that’s not 
our problem,”  Jesus replied. 
“My time has not yet come.”

But his mother told 
the servants, “Do what-
ever he tells you.”

Standing nearby were six 
stone water jars, used for 
Jewish ceremonial washing. 
Each could hold twenty to 
thirty gallons.  Jesus told the 
servants, “Fill the jars with 
water.” When the jars had been 
filled, he said, “Now dip some 
out, and take it to the master of 
ceremonies.” So the servants 
followed his instructions.

When the master of ceremo-
nies tasted the water that was 
now wine, not knowing where 
it had come from (though, of 
course, the servants knew), he 
called the bridegroom over. “A 
host always serves the best 
wine first,” he said. “Then, 
when everyone has had a lot 
to drink, he brings out the less 
expensive wine. But you have 
kept the best until now!”

This miraculous sign at Cana 
in Galilee was the first time 
 Jesus revealed his glory. And 
his disciples believed in him.

After the wedding he 
went to Capernaum for a 

few days with his mother, his 
brothers, and his disciples.

It was nearly time for the Jewish 
Passover celebration, so  Jesus 
went to Jerusalem. In the Temple 
area he saw merchants selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves for sacri-
fices; he also saw dealers at tables 
exchanging foreign money.  Jesus 
made a whip from some ropes and 
chased them all out of the Temple. 
He drove out the sheep and cattle, 
scattered the money changers’ 
coins over the floor, and turned 
over their tables. Then, going over 
to the people who sold doves, he 
told them, “Get these things out 
of here. Stop turning my Father’s 
house into a marketplace!”

Then his disciples remem-
bered this prophecy from the 
Scriptures: “Passion for God’s 
house will consume me.”

But the Jewish leaders 
demanded, “What are you 
doing? If God gave you 
authority to do this, show us a 
miraculous sign to prove it.”

“All right,”  Jesus replied. 
“Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.”

“What!” they exclaimed. “It 
has taken forty-six years to build 
this Temple, and you can rebuild 
it in three days?” But when  Jesus 
said “this temple,” he meant his 
own body. After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples 
remembered he had said this, 
and they believed both the Scrip-
tures and what  Jesus had said.

I HAVE RETURNED TO SHOW MERCY TO JERUSALEM [ZECHARIAH 1:1–2:5]

1 In November of the second year of King Darius’s 
reign, the Lord gave this message to the prophet 
Zechariah son of Berekiah and grandson of Iddo:

“I, the Lord, was very angry with your an-
cestors. Therefore, say to the people, ‘This is 
what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: Return 
to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies.’ Don’t be like your ancestors 
who would not listen or pay attention when 
the earlier prophets said to them, ‘This is what 
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: Turn from 
your evil ways, and stop all your evil practices.’

“Where are your ancestors now? They and 
the prophets are long dead. But everything I 
said through my servants the prophets hap-
pened to your ancestors, just as I said. As a 
result, they repented and said, ‘We have re-
ceived what we deserved from the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies. He has done what he said 
he would do.’”

Three months later, on February 15, the Lord 
sent another message to the prophet Zechari-
ah son of Berekiah and grandson of Iddo.
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JANUARY 

1
GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth.* 2

 The earth was 
formless and empty, and darkness cov-
ered the deep waters. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the surface of 
the waters.
3

 Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good. Then he 
 separated the light from the 
 darkness. 5 God called the light 
“day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a space 

between the waters, to separate the 
waters of the heavens from the 
 waters of the earth.” 7 And that is 
what happened. God made this 
space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the 
 heavens. 8 God called the space 
“sky.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the second day.

9
 Then God said, “Let the waters 

beneath the sky flow together into 
one place, so dry ground may 
 appear.” And that is what happened. 
10

 God called the dry ground “land” 
and the waters “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11

 Then God 
said, “Let the land sprout with 
 vegetation—  every sort of  seed- 
 bearing plant, and trees that grow 
 seed-  bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And 
that is what happened. 12

 The land 

produced  vegetation—  all sorts of 
 seed-  bearing plants, and trees with 
 seed-  bearing fruit. Their seeds 
produced plants and trees of the 
same kind. And God saw that it was 
good.

13
 And evening passed and 

 morning came, marking the third 
day.

14
 Then God said, “Let lights appear 
in the sky to separate the day from 
the night. Let them be signs to mark 
the seasons, days, and years. 15

 Let 
these lights in the sky shine down 
on the earth.” And that is what 
happened. 16

 God made two great 
 lights—  the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the 
night. He also made the stars. 17

 God 
set these lights in the sky to light the 
earth, 18

 to govern the day and night, 
and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.

19
 And evening passed and 

morning came, marking the fourth 
day.

20
 Then God said, “Let the waters 
swarm with fish and other life. Let 
the skies be filled with birds of every 
kind.” 21

 So God created great sea 
creatures and every living thing that 
scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of  bird—  each 
producing offspring of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22

 Then God blessed them, saying, 
“Be fruitful and multiply. Let the fish 
fill the seas, and let the birds 
multiply on the earth.”

23
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fifth day.
24

 Then God said, “Let the earth produce 
every sort of animal, each producing 
offspring of the same  kind— live-
stock, small animals that scurry 
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1
GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth.* 2

 The earth was 
formless and empty, and darkness cov-
ered the deep waters. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the surface of 
the waters.
3

 Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good. Then he 
 separated the light from the 
 darkness. 5 God called the light 
“day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a space 

between the waters, to separate the 
waters of the heavens from the 
 waters of the earth.” 7 And that is 
what happened. God made this 
space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the 
 heavens. 8 God called the space 
“sky.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the second day.

9
 Then God said, “Let the waters 

beneath the sky flow together into 
one place, so dry ground may 
 appear.” And that is what happened. 
10

 God called the dry ground “land” 
and the waters “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11

 Then God 
said, “Let the land sprout with 
 vegetation—  every sort of  seed- 
 bearing plant, and trees that grow 
 seed-  bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And 
that is what happened. 12

 The land 

produced  vegetation—  all sorts of 
 seed-  bearing plants, and trees with 
 seed-  bearing fruit. Their seeds 
produced plants and trees of the 
same kind. And God saw that it was 
good.

13
 And evening passed and 

 morning came, marking the third 
day.

14
 Then God said, “Let lights appear 
in the sky to separate the day from 
the night. Let them be signs to mark 
the seasons, days, and years. 15

 Let 
these lights in the sky shine down 
on the earth.” And that is what 
happened. 16

 God made two great 
 lights—  the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the 
night. He also made the stars. 17

 God 
set these lights in the sky to light the 
earth, 18

 to govern the day and night, 
and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.

19
 And evening passed and 

morning came, marking the fourth 
day.

20
 Then God said, “Let the waters 
swarm with fish and other life. Let 
the skies be filled with birds of every 
kind.” 21

 So God created great sea 
creatures and every living thing that 
scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of  bird—  each 
producing offspring of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22

 Then God blessed them, saying, 
“Be fruitful and multiply. Let the fish 
fill the seas, and let the birds 
multiply on the earth.”

23
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fifth day.
24

 Then God said, “Let the earth produce 
every sort of animal, each producing 
offspring of the same  kind— live-
stock, small animals that scurry 
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John
Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word

1  In the beginning the Word already existed .
The Word was with God,
and the Word was God .

 2 He existed in the beginning with God .
 3 God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through him .
 4 The Word gave life to everything 

that was created,*
and his life brought light to everyone .

 5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never extinguish it .*

6 God sent a man, John the Baptist,* 7 to tell about the 
light so that every one might believe because of his tes-
timony . 8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a 
witness to tell about the light . 9 The one who is the true 
light, who gives light to every one, was coming into the 
world .

10 He came into the very world he created, but the 
world didn’t recognize him . 11 He came to his own people, 
and even they rejected him . 12 But to all who believed him 
and accepted him, he gave the right to become children 
of God . 13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth 
resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that 
comes from God .

14 So the Word became human* and made his home 
among us . He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness .* 
And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one 
and only Son .

15 John testified about him when he shouted to the 
crowds, “This is the one I was talking about when I said, 
‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I 
am, for he existed long before me .’”

16 From his abundance we have all received one gra-
cious blessing after another .* 17 For the law was given 
through  Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness 
came through  Jesus Christ . 18 No one has ever seen God . 
But the unique One, who is himself God,* is near to the 
Father’s heart . He has revealed God to us .

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 This was John’s testimony when the Jew ish leaders 
sent priests and Temple assistants* from Je ru sa lem to 
ask John, “Who are you?” 20 He came right out and said, 
“I am not the Messiah .”

21 “Well then, who are you?” they asked . “Are you Eli jah?”
“No,” he replied .
“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”*
“No .”
22 “Then who are you? We need an answer for those 

who sent us . What do you have to say about yourself?”
23 John replied in the words of the prophet Isa iah: 

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’”*

24 Then the Phar i sees who had been sent 25 asked him, 
“If you aren’t the Messiah or Eli jah or the Prophet, what 
right do you have to baptize?”

26 John told them, “I baptize with* water, but right here 
in the crowd is someone you do not recognize . 27 Though 
his ministry follows mine, I’m not even worthy to be his 
slave and untie the straps of his sandal .”

28 This encounter took place in Beth a ny, an area east 
of the Jordan River, where John was baptizing .

Jesus, the Lamb of God
29 The next day John saw  Jesus coming toward him and 
said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 He is the one I was talking about when I said, 
‘A man is coming after me who is far greater than I am, 
for he existed long before me .’ 31 I did not recognize him 
as the Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so 
that he might be revealed to Is ra el .”

1:3-4 Or and nothing that was created was created except through him. The Word 
gave life to everything.  1:5 Or and the darkness has not understood it.  1:6 Greek 
a man named John.  1:14a Greek became flesh.  1:14b Or grace and truth; also in 
1:17.  1:16 Or received the grace of Christ rather than the grace of the law; Greek 
reads received grace upon grace.  1:18 Some manuscripts read But the one and 
only Son.  1:19 Greek and Levites.  1:21 Greek Are you the Prophet? See Deut 
18:15, 18; Mal 4:5-6.  1:23 Isa 40:3.  1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33.  
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in the beginning . . .

T H E  A R T  O F  L I F E

a visual  ce lebrat ion

H O LY  B I B L E

J A N U A R Y  1

LORD, STARTING OUT  with a new year and a new focus on prayer, I want to 
celebrate you as our Creator. You speak and life—life!—leaps into existence! 
How great you are, Lord! 

Let us not take this precious gift of life for granted or devalue any person 
made in your image. We come to you in repentance on behalf of our own 
complacency, and the callousness of our culture. Renew our zeal for your 
Word and strengthen us as advocates for life! 

Help me see life as you see it, Lord—the work of your hands and a 
reflection of your heart. Amen.

GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.* 2

 The earth was formless and 
empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
surface of the waters.
3

 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good. Then he separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light “day” and 
the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning came, 
marking the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a space 

between the waters, to separate the waters 
of the heavens from the waters of the 
earth.” 7 And that is what happened. God 
made this space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the heavens. 
8

 God called the space “sky.”
And evening passed and morning came, 

marking the second day.
9

 Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the 
sky flow together into one place, so dry 
ground may appear.” And that is what 
happened. 10

 God called the dry ground 
“land” and the waters “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11

 Then God said, “Let 
the land sprout with  vegetation—  every 
sort of  seed-  bearing plant, and trees that 

grow  seed-  bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And that 
is what happened. 12

 The land produced 
 vegetation—  all sorts of  seed-  bearing plants, 
and trees with  seed-  bearing fruit. Their 
seeds produced plants and trees of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good.

13
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the third day.
14

 Then God said, “Let lights appear in the 
sky to separate the day from the night. 
Let them be signs to mark the seasons, 
days, and years. 15

 Let these lights in the 
sky shine down on the earth.” And that 
is what happened. 16

 God made two great 
 lights—  the larger one to govern the day, 
and the smaller one to govern the night. He 
also made the stars. 17

 God set these lights 
in the sky to light the earth, 18

 to govern 
the day and night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.

19
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fourth day.
20

 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with 
fish and other life. Let the skies be filled 
with birds of every kind.” 21

 So God created 
great sea creatures and every living thing 
that scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of  bird—  each producing 
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JANUARY

1
GENESIS 1:1–2:25
1In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.

2And the earth was without form, and
void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters.

3And God said, Let there be light: and
there was light.

4And God saw the light, that it was
good: and God divided the light from
the darkness.

5And God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And the
evening and the morning were the first
day.

6And God said, Let there be a firma-
ment in the midst of the waters, and let
it divide the waters from the waters.

7And God made the firmament, and
divided the waters which were under the
firmament from the waters which were
above the firmament: and it was so.

8And God called the firmament
Heaven. And the evening and the morn-
ing were the second day.

9And God said, Let the waters under
the heaven be gathered together unto
one place, and let the dry land appear:
and it was so.

10And God called the dry land Earth;
and the gathering together of the waters
called he Seas: and God saw that it was
good.

11And God said, Let the earth bring
forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and
the fruit tree yielding fruit after his
kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the
earth: and it was so.

12And the earth brought forth grass,
and herb yielding seed after his kind,
and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed

was in itself, after his kind: and God saw
that it was good.

13And the evening and the morning
were the third day.

14And God said, Let there be lights in
the firmament of the heaven to divide
the day from the night; and let them be
for signs, and for seasons, and for days,
and years:

15And let them be for lights in the fir-
mament of the heaven to give light upon
the earth: and it was so.

16And God made two great lights; the
greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night: he made
the stars also.

17And God set them in the firma-
ment of the heaven to give light upon
the earth,

18And to rule over the day and over the
night, and to divide the light from the
darkness: and God saw that it was good.

19And the evening and the morning
were the fourth day.

20And God said, Let the waters bring
forth abundantly the moving creature
that hath life, and fowl that may fly
above the earth in the open firmament
of heaven.

21And God created great whales, and
every living creature that moveth, which
the waters brought forth abundantly,
after their kind, and every winged fowl
after his kind: and God saw that it was
good.

22And God blessed them, saying, Be
fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the
earth.

23And the evening and the morning
were the fifth day.

24And God said, Let the earth bring
forth the living creature after his kind,
cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of
the earth after his kind: and it was so.

25And God made the beast of the earth
after his kind, and cattle after their kind,
and every thing that creepeth upon the
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1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 4 Or Land; also verses 
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word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes the proper name Adam 

%January 1
Genesis 1:1–2:25

In the beginning, God created the  
heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness 
was over the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face 
of the waters.

3And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4And God saw 
that the light was good. And God sepa
rated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day.

6And God said, “Let there be an 
expanse1 in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
7And God made2 the expanse and sep
arated the waters that were under the 
expanse from the waters that were above 
the expanse. And it was so. 8And God 
called the expanse Heaven.3 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
second day.

9And God said, “Let the waters under 
the heavens be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry land 
Earth,4 and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that 
it was good.

11And God said, “Let the earth sprout 
vegetation, plants5 yielding seed, and 
fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their 
seed, each according to its kind, on the 
earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought 
forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 
according to their own kinds, and trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good. 13And there was evening and 
there was morning, the third day.

14And God said, “Let there be lights in 
the expanse of the heavens to separate 

the day from the night. And let them be 
for signs and for seasons,6 and for days 
and years, 15  and let them be lights in 
the expanse of the heavens to give light 
upon the earth.” And it was so. 16And God 
made the two great lights—the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light 
to rule the night—and the stars. 17And 
God set them in the expanse of the heav
ens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. 19And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
fourth day.

20And God said, “Let the waters swarm 
with swarms of living creatures, and 
let birds7 fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God cre
ated the great sea creatures and every 
living creature that moves, with which 
the waters swarm, according to their 
kinds, and every winged bird according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22And God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters 
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth.” 23And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day.

24And God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures according to their 
kinds—livestock and creeping things 
and beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds.” And it was so. 25And God made 
the beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds and the livestock according to their 
kinds, and everything that creeps on the 
ground according to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man8 
in our image, after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.”
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from the  night, and let them  serve as 
 signs to mark  sacred times, and days 
and  years, 15 and let them be  lights 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light 
on the  earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made two  great  lights —  the great er 
 light to gov ern the day and the 
less er  light to gov ern the  night. He 
also made the  stars. 17 God set them 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light 
on the  earth, 18 to gov ern the day and 
the  night, and to sep a rate  light from 
dark ness. And God saw that it was 
good. 19 And  there was eve ning, and 
 there was morn ing —  the  fourth day.

 20 And God said, “Let the wa ter teem with 
liv ing crea tures, and let  birds fly 
 above the  earth  across the  vault of 
the sky.” 21 So God cre at ed the  great 
crea tures of the sea and ev ery liv ing 
 thing with  which the wa ter  teems 
and that moves about in it, ac cord-
ing to  their  kinds, and ev ery  winged 
bird ac cord ing to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 22 God  blessed 
them and said, “Be fruit ful and in-
crease in num ber and fill the wa ter 
in the seas, and let the  birds in crease 
on the  earth.” 23 And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 fifth day.

 24 And God said, “Let the land pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing to  their 
 kinds: the live stock, the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground, and 
the wild an i mals, each ac cord ing 
to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God 
made the wild an i mals ac cord ing to 
 their  kinds, the live stock ac cord ing 
to  their  kinds, and all the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground ac cord-
ing to  their  kinds. And God saw that 
it was good.
    26 Then God said, “Let us make 
man kind in our im age, in our like-
ness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the  birds in 
the sky, over the live stock and all the 
wild an i mals, a and over all the crea-
tures that move  along the ground.”

January

1
GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the be gin ning God cre at ed the heav ens 
and the  earth. 2 Now the  earth was form-
less and emp ty, dark ness was over the 
sur face of the deep, and the Spir it of God 
was hov er ing over the wa ters.
 3 And God said, “Let  there be  light,” and 

 there was  light. 4 God saw that the 
 light was good, and he sep a rat ed the 
 light from the dark ness. 5 God  called 
the  light “day,” and the dark ness he 
 called “night.” And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 first day.

  6 And God said, “Let  there be a  vault be-
tween the wa ters to sep a rate wa ter 
from wa ter.” 7 So God made the  vault 
and sep a rat ed the wa ter un der the 
 vault from the wa ter  above it. And it 
was so. 8 God  called the  vault “sky.” 
And  there was eve ning, and  there 
was morn ing —  the sec ond day.

  9 And God said, “Let the wa ter un der 
the sky be gath ered to one  place, 
and let dry  ground ap pear.” And it 
was so. 10 God  called the dry  ground 
“land,” and the gath ered wa ters he 
 called “seas.” And God saw that it 
was good.
    11 Then God said, “Let the land pro-
duce veg e ta tion: seed-bear ing  plants 
and  trees on the land that bear  fruit 
with seed in it, ac cord ing to  their var-
i ous  kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land 
pro duced veg e ta tion:  plants bear ing 
seed ac cord ing to  their  kinds and 
 trees bear ing  fruit with seed in it ac-
cord ing to  their  kinds. And God saw 
that it was good. 13 And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 third day.

 14 And God said, “Let  there be  lights in the 
 vault of the sky to sep a rate the day 
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from the  night, and let them  serve as 
 signs to mark  sacred times, and days 
and  years, 15 and let them be  lights 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light 
on the  earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made two  great  lights —  the great er 
 light to gov ern the day and the 
less er  light to gov ern the  night. He 
also made the  stars. 17 God set them 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light 
on the  earth, 18 to gov ern the day and 
the  night, and to sep a rate  light from 
dark ness. And God saw that it was 
good. 19 And  there was eve ning, and 
 there was morn ing —  the  fourth day.

 20 And God said, “Let the wa ter teem with 
liv ing crea tures, and let  birds fly 
 above the  earth  across the  vault of 
the sky.” 21 So God cre at ed the  great 
crea tures of the sea and ev ery liv ing 
 thing with  which the wa ter  teems 
and that moves about in it, ac cord-
ing to  their  kinds, and ev ery  winged 
bird ac cord ing to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 22 God  blessed 
them and said, “Be fruit ful and in-
crease in num ber and fill the wa ter 
in the seas, and let the  birds in crease 
on the  earth.” 23 And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 fifth day.

 24 And God said, “Let the land pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing to  their 
 kinds: the live stock, the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground, and 
the wild an i mals, each ac cord ing 
to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God 
made the wild an i mals ac cord ing to 
 their  kinds, the live stock ac cord ing 
to  their  kinds, and all the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground ac cord-
ing to  their  kinds. And God saw that 
it was good.
    26 Then God said, “Let us make 
man kind in our im age, in our like-
ness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the  birds in 
the sky, over the live stock and all the 
wild an i mals, a and over all the crea-
tures that move  along the ground.”

January

1
GENESIS 1:1–2:25
In the be gin ning God cre at ed the heav ens 
and the  earth. 2 Now the  earth was form-
less and emp ty, dark ness was over the 
sur face of the deep, and the Spir it of God 
was hov er ing over the wa ters.
 3 And God said, “Let  there be  light,” and 

 there was  light. 4 God saw that the 
 light was good, and he sep a rat ed the 
 light from the dark ness. 5 God  called 
the  light “day,” and the dark ness he 
 called “night.” And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 first day.

  6 And God said, “Let  there be a  vault be-
tween the wa ters to sep a rate wa ter 
from wa ter.” 7 So God made the  vault 
and sep a rat ed the wa ter un der the 
 vault from the wa ter  above it. And it 
was so. 8 God  called the  vault “sky.” 
And  there was eve ning, and  there 
was morn ing —  the sec ond day.

  9 And God said, “Let the wa ter un der 
the sky be gath ered to one  place, 
and let dry  ground ap pear.” And it 
was so. 10 God  called the dry  ground 
“land,” and the gath ered wa ters he 
 called “seas.” And God saw that it 
was good.
    11 Then God said, “Let the land pro-
duce veg e ta tion: seed-bear ing  plants 
and  trees on the land that bear  fruit 
with seed in it, ac cord ing to  their var-
i ous  kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land 
pro duced veg e ta tion:  plants bear ing 
seed ac cord ing to  their  kinds and 
 trees bear ing  fruit with seed in it ac-
cord ing to  their  kinds. And God saw 
that it was good. 13 And  there was eve-
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 third day.

 14 And God said, “Let  there be  lights in the 
 vault of the sky to sep a rate the day 
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January  

1
Genesis 1:1–2:25
In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth. 2 The earth was with-
out form, and void; and darkness wasa 
on the face of the deep. And the spirit 
of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters.

3
 Then God said, “Let there be light”; 

and there was light. 4
 And God saw the 

light, that it was good; and God divided 
the light from the darkness. 5 God called 
the light Day, and the darkness He called 
night. so the evening and the morning 
were the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a firma-

ment in the midst of the waters, and let 
it divide the waters from the waters.” 
7

 Thus God made the firmament, and 
divided the waters which were under 
the firmament from the waters which 
were above the firmament; and it was 
so. 8

 And God called the firmament 
Heaven. so the evening and the morn-
ing were the second day.

9
 Then God said, “Let the waters under 

the heavens be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear”; 
and it was so. 10

 And God called the dry 
land earth, and the gathering together 
of the waters He called seas. And God 
saw that it was good.

11
 Then God said, “Let the earth bring 

forth grass, the herb that yields seed, 
and the fruit tree that yields fruit ac-
cording to its kind, whose seed is in it-
self, on the earth”; and it was so. 12

 And 
the earth brought forth grass, the herb 
that yields seed according to its kind, 
and the tree that yields fruit, whose 
seed is in itself according to its kind. 

And God saw that it was good. 13
 so 

the evening and the morning were the 
third day.

14
 Then God said, “Let there be lights 

in the firmament of the heavens to 
divide the day from the night; and let 
them be for signs and seasons, and for 
days and years; 15

 and let them be for 
lights in the firmament of the heavens 
to give light on the earth”; and it was 
so. 16

 Then God made two great lights: 
the greater light to rule the day, and the 
lesser light to rule the night. He made 
the stars also. 17

 God set them in the fir-
mament of the heavens to give light on 
the earth, 18

 and to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to divide the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that 
it was good. 19

 so the evening and the 
morning were the fourth day.

20
 Then God said, “Let the waters 

abound with an abundance of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the face of the firmament 
of the heavens.” 21

 so God created great 
sea creatures and every living thing that 
moves, with which the waters abounded, 
according to their kind, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 22

 And God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23

 so 
the evening and the morning were the 
fifth day.

24
 Then God said, “Let the earth bring 

forth the living creature according to 
its kind: cattle and creeping thing and 
beast of the earth, each according to its 
kind”; and it was so. 25

 And God made 
the beast of the earth according to its 
kind, cattle according to its kind, and 
everything that creeps on the earth ac-
cording to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good.

26
 Then God said, “Let Us make man 
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38But Jesus replied, “We must go on to other towns as well, and I will preach to
them, too. That is why I came.” 39So he traveled throughout the region of Galilee,
preaching in the synagogues and casting out demons.

◆Luke 4:42-44
42 Early the next morning Jesus went out to an isolated place. The crowds
searched everywhere for him, and when they finally found him, they begged
him not to leave them. 43But he replied, “I must preach the Good News of the
Kingdom of God in other towns, too, because that is why I was sent.” 44So he con-
tinued to travel around, preaching in synagogues throughout Judea.*

◆Matthew 4:23-25
23Jesus traveled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues
and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind
of disease and illness. 24News about him spread as far as Syria, and people soon
began bringing to him all who were sick. And whatever their sickness or disease,
or if they were demon possessed or epileptic or paralyzed—he healed them all.
25Large crowds followed him wherever he went—people from Galilee, the Ten
Towns,* Jerusalem, from all over Judea, and from east of the Jordan River.

SEPTEMBER 30
◆ Jesus Teaches by the Sea / Luke 5:1-11

1One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee,* great
crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2He noticed two empty
boats at the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their
nets. 3Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon,* its owner, to push it
out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there.

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is
deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.”

5“Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a
thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 6And this time their nets
were so full of fish they began to tear! 7A shout for help brought their partners
in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of
sinking.

8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before
Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” 9For he was
awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with him.
10His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed.

Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for peo-
ple!” 11And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.

◆ Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy / Mark 1:40-45
40A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. “If
you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean,” he said.

41Moved with compassion,* Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am will-
ing,” he said. “Be healed!” 42Instantly the leprosy disappeared, and the man was

S E P T E M B E R 3 0 p a g e 1322

4:44 Some manuscripts read Galilee. 4:25 Greek Decapolis. 5:1 Greek Lake Gennesaret, another name for the Sea of
Galilee. 5:3 Simon is called “Peter” in 6:14 and thereafter. 1:41 Some manuscripts read Moved with anger.
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38But Jesus replied, “We must go on to other towns as well, and I will preach to
them, too. That is why I came.” 39So he traveled throughout the region of Galilee,
preaching in the synagogues and casting out demons.

◆Luke 4:42-44
42 Early the next morning Jesus went out to an isolated place. The crowds
searched everywhere for him, and when they finally found him, they begged
him not to leave them. 43But he replied, “I must preach the Good News of the
Kingdom of God in other towns, too, because that is why I was sent.” 44So he con-
tinued to travel around, preaching in synagogues throughout Judea.*

◆Matthew 4:23-25
23Jesus traveled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues
and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind
of disease and illness. 24News about him spread as far as Syria, and people soon
began bringing to him all who were sick. And whatever their sickness or disease,
or if they were demon possessed or epileptic or paralyzed—he healed them all.
25Large crowds followed him wherever he went—people from Galilee, the Ten
Towns,* Jerusalem, from all over Judea, and from east of the Jordan River.

SEPTEMBER 30
◆ Jesus Teaches by the Sea / Luke 5:1-11

1One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee,* great
crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2He noticed two empty
boats at the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their
nets. 3Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon,* its owner, to push it
out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there.

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is
deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.”

5“Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a
thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 6And this time their nets
were so full of fish they began to tear! 7A shout for help brought their partners
in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of
sinking.

8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before
Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” 9For he was
awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with him.
10His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed.

Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for peo-
ple!” 11And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.

◆ Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy / Mark 1:40-45
40A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. “If
you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean,” he said.

41Moved with compassion,* Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am will-
ing,” he said. “Be healed!” 42Instantly the leprosy disappeared, and the man was

S E P T E M B E R 3 0 p a g e 1322

4:44 Some manuscripts read Galilee. 4:25 Greek Decapolis. 5:1 Greek Lake Gennesaret, another name for the Sea of
Galilee. 5:3 Simon is called “Peter” in 6:14 and thereafter. 1:41 Some manuscripts read Moved with anger.
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him all who were ill with var i ous dis eas es,  those suf fer ing se vere pain, the 
de mon-pos sessed,  those hav ing sei zures, and the par a lyzed; and he  healed 
them. 25 Large  crowds from Gal i lee, the De cap o lis, a Je ru sa lem, Ju dea and the 
re gion  across the Jor dan fol lowed him.

 September 30
 u Jesus Teaches by the Sea / Luke 5:1-11
1One day as  Jesus was stand ing by the Lake of Gen nes a ret, b the peo ple were 
crowd ing  around him and lis ten ing to the word of God. 2 He saw at the wa ter’s 
edge two  boats, left  there by the fish er men, who were wash ing  their nets. 3 He 
got into one of the  boats, the one be long ing to Si mon, and  asked him to put 
out a lit tle from  shore. Then he sat down and  taught the peo ple from the boat.

4 When he had fin ished speak ing, he said to Si mon, “Put out into deep wa ter, 
and let down the nets for a catch.”

5 Si mon an swered, “Mas ter,  we’ve  worked hard all  night and  haven’t  caught 
any thing. But be cause you say so, I will let down the nets.”

6 When they had done so, they  caught such a  large num ber of fish that  their 
nets be gan to  break. 7 So they sig naled  their part ners in the oth er boat to come 
and help them, and they came and  filled both  boats so full that they be gan to 
sink.

8 When Si mon Pe ter saw this, he fell at  Jesus’  knees and said, “Go away from 
me, Lord; I am a sin ful man!” 9 For he and all his com pan ions were as ton ished 
at the  catch of fish they had tak en, 10 and so were  James and John, the sons of 
Zeb e dee, Si mon’s part ners.

Then  Jesus said to Si mon, “Don’t be  afraid; from now on you will fish for 
peo ple.” 11 So they  pulled  their  boats up on  shore, left ev ery thing and fol-
lowed him.

 u Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy / Mark 1:40-45
40 A man with lep ro sy c came to him and  begged him on his  knees, “If you are 
will ing, you can make me clean.”

41 Jesus was in dig nant. d He  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am 
will ing,” he said. “Be  clean!” 42 Im me di ate ly the lep ro sy left him and he was 
cleansed.

43 Jesus sent him away at once with a  strong warn ing: 44 “See that you  don’t 
tell this to any one. But go, show your self to the  priest and of fer the sac ri fic es 
that Mo ses com mand ed for your cleans ing, as a tes ti mo ny to them.” 45 In stead 
he went out and be gan to talk free ly, spread ing the news. As a re sult,  Jesus 
 could no lon ger en ter a town open ly but  stayed out side in lone ly plac es. Yet 
the peo ple  still came to him from ev ery where.

 u Matthew 8:1-4
1 When  Jesus came down from the moun tain side,  large  crowds fol lowed him. 
2 A man with lep ro sy  c came and  knelt be fore him and said, “Lord, if you are 
will ing, you can make me clean.”

3 Jesus  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will ing,” he said. 
“Be  clean!” Im me di ate ly he was  cleansed of his lep ro sy. 4 Then  Jesus said to 
a 25 That is, the Ten Cities    b 1 That is, the Sea of Galilee    c 40,   2 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was 
used for various diseases affecting the skin.    d 41 Many manuscripts Jesus was filled with compassion    
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 SEPTEMBER 30
 u Jesus Teaches by the Lake / Luke 5:1-11
1 So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that 
He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, 2 and saw two boats standing by the lake; 
but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets. 3 Then 
He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a 
little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat.

4 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the 
deep and let down your nets for a catch.”

5 But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night 
and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.” 6And 
when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net 
was breaking. 7 So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come 
and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to 
sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”

9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which 
they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who 
were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. From 
now on you will catch men.” 11 So when they had brought their boats to land, 
they forsook all and followed Him.

 u Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy / Mark 1:40-45
40 Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying 
to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.”

41 Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched 
him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 42As soon as He had spoken, 
immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed. 43And He strictly 
warned him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say 
nothing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer 
for your cleansing those things which Moses commanded, as a testimony 
to them.”

45 However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the 
matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in 
deserted places; and they came to Him from every direction.

 u Matthew 8:1-4
1 When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed 
Him. 2And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are 
willing, You can make me clean.”

3 Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be 
cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

4And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go your way, show 
yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testi-
mony to them.”

 u Luke 5:12-16
12And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was 
full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, 
“Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”
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In His Image Devotional Bible / NLT 

In His Image Devotional Bible will help readers know God more deeply as they discover his attributes and 
character through Scripture. Readers will become more like Christ as they practice directed, prayerful reading of 
God’s Word and will experience greater peace when facing life’s challenges as they learn to see God more fully.

The Way / NLT
The Way combines stunning, raw visuals 
with the powerful reflections of everyday 
people. For a generation seeking change, 
it offers a dynamic experience that 
encourages engagement and provides an 
avenue toward meaningful change by 
following the way of Jesus.

Holy Bible: Mosaic / NLT

Holy Bible: Mosaic helps readers encounter Christ by presenting a wealth of insight from every continent and 
century of the Christian church. Historical and contemporary writings and full-color art offer readers a rich 
devotional experience as they reflect on God’s Word.
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g E N E S I S  1 : 2 44   |  

24 Then God said, “Let the earth produce every sort of animal, each 
producing offspring of the same kind—livestock, small animals 
that scurry along the ground, and wild animals.” And that is what 
happened. 25 God made all sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small 
animals, each able to produce offspring of the same kind. And God saw 
that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings* in our image, to be 
like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the 
livestock, all the wild animals on the earth,* and the small animals that 
scurry along the ground.”
27 So God created human beings* in his own image.

In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the 
earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, 
and all the animals that scurry along the ground.”

29 Then God said, “Look! I have given you every seed-bearing plant 
throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food. 30 And I have 
given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in the 
sky, and the small animals that scurry along the ground—everything 
that has life.” And that is what happened.

31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very 
good!

And evening passed and morning came, marking the sixth day.

2 So the creation of the heavens and the earth and everything in them 
was completed. 2 On the seventh day God had finished his work of 

creation, so he rested* from all his work. 3 And God blessed the seventh 
day and declared it holy, because it was the day when he rested from all 
his work of creation.

4 This is the account of the creation of the heavens and the earth.
The Man and Woman in Eden
When the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5 neither wild plants 
nor grains were growing on the earth. For the Lord God had not yet sent 
rain to water the earth, and there were no people to cultivate the soil. 
6 Instead, springs* came up from the ground and watered all the land. 
7 Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He 
breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a 
living person.

8 Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he 
placed the man he had made. 9 The Lord God made all sorts of trees grow 
up from the ground—trees that were beautiful and that produced delicious 
fruit. In the middle of the garden he placed the tree of life and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river flowed from the land of Eden, watering the garden and then 
dividing into four branches. 11 The first branch, called the Pi shon, flowed 
around the entire land of Hav i lah, where gold is found. 12 The gold of that 
land is exceptionally pure; aromatic resin and onyx stone are also found 
there. 13 The second branch, called the Gihon, flowed around the entire land 
of Cush. 14 The third branch, called the Ti gris, flowed east of the land of 
As shur. The fourth branch is called the Eu phra tes.
1:26a Or man; Hebrew reads adam.  1:26b As in Syriac version; Hebrew reads all the earth.  
1:27 Or the man; Hebrew reads ha-adam.  2:2 Or ceased; also in 2:3.  2:6 Or mist.  
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The Account of Creation

1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.* 2 The earth was 
formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit 

of God was hovering over the surface of the waters.
3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw 

that the light was good. Then he separated the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning came, marking the fi rst day.
6 Then God said, “Let there be a space between the waters, to separate the 

waters of the heavens from the waters of the earth.” 7 And that is what 
happened. God made this space to separate the waters of the earth 
from the waters of the heavens. 8 God called the space “sky.”

And evening passed and morning came, marking the second day.
9 Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the sky fl ow together into one 

place, so dry ground may appear.” And that is what happened. 10 God 
called the dry ground “land” and the waters “seas.” And God saw that 
it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the land sprout with vegetation—
every sort of seed-bearing plant, and trees that grow seed-bearing 
fruit. These seeds will then produce the kinds of plants and trees from 
which they came.” And that is what happened. 12 The land produced 
vegetation—all sorts of seed-bearing plants, and trees with seed-
bearing fruit. Their seeds produced plants and trees of the same kind. 
And God saw that it was good.

13 And evening passed and morning came, marking the third day.
14 Then God said, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate the day from 

the night. Let them be signs to mark the seasons, days, and years. 15 Let 
these lights in the sky shine down on the earth.” And that is what 
happened. 16 God made two great lights—the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the night. He also made the stars. 
17 God set these lights in the sky to light the earth, 18 to govern the day 
and night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good.

19 And evening passed and morning came, marking the fourth day.
20 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with fi sh and other life. Let the 

skies be fi lled with birds of every kind.” 21 So God created great sea 
creatures and every living thing that scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of bird—each producing offspring of the same kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 22 Then God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply. Let the fi sh fi ll the seas, and let the birds multiply 
on the earth.”

23 And evening passed and morning came, marking the fi fth day.
1:1 Or In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, . . . Or When God began to 
create the heavens and the earth, . . .  

Inspire PRAYER Bible / NLT

Introducing an all-new edition of the bestselling Bible for coloring and creative journaling. Inspire PRAYER 
features a new set of art with the prayer theme throughout. More than 500 beautiful line-art illustrations to color, 
plus wide margins for journaling.

LEARN MORE ABOUT:

+  Inspire® Bible for Girls
 See page 72

+  Inspire®: Proverbs
 See page 82

+  Inspire®: Psalms
 See page 83
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Sennacherib had to retreat from Judea because the King of heaven was 
punishing him for speaking blasphemous things. In his anger Sennach-
erib put to death many of the captives from Judea, but I stole the bodies 
and buried them secretly. When Sennacherib looked for the bodies, he 
could not find them. 19 One day someone from Nineveh told the king 
what I was doing. When I realized that the king knew all about me and 
wanted to put me to death, I became afraid and fled for my life. 20 All my 
property was taken from me and put in the royal treasury. All that was 
left to me was my wife, Anna, and my son, Tobiah.

21 But less than forty days later the king was murdered by two of his 
sons, who escaped into the mountains of Ararat. He was succeeded by 
his son Esarhaddon, who appointed my nephew Ahikar* (my brother 
Hanael’s son) to be his chief accountant and administrator. 22 Ahikar 
put in a good word for me, and I was able to return to Nineveh. (Ahikar 
had been Sennacherib’s chief cup-bearer, guardian of the king’s seal, 
administrator, and treasurer. When Esarhaddon became king, he re-
appointed Ahikar to office. As I said, Ahikar was my nephew, and so he 
was a close relative.)

2 So when Esarhaddon became king, I returned home to live with 
my wife, Anna, and my son, Tobiah. It was Pentecost, the Festival 

of Harvest,* and a fine dinner was prepared for me. 2 When I saw all 
the food laid out on the table, I said to Tobiah, “My dear son, go and 
find a poor, sincere worshiper from among the Israelite captives here 
in Nineveh. Bring him home to share this dinner, and we will wait until 
you come back.”

3 Tobiah had hardly left when he returned. “Father!” he exclaimed.
“What is it, my son?” I replied.
Tobiah said, “One of our people has been strangled, and his body was 

dumped in the marketplace!”
4 I hurried from the table without touching my food and found the 

body. I carried it back from the public square and put it in an outbuild-
ing until I could bury it after sunset. 5 Then I returned to my own house, 
washed myself,* and ate my meal in sorrow. 6 As I ate, I thought of the 
prophecy of Amos against Bethel:

“I will turn your celebrations into times of mourning,
and your songs of joy will be turned to weeping.”*

Then I wept.
Tobit Becomes Blind
7 At sunset I dug a grave and buried the dead man. 8 But my neighbors 
ridiculed me: “Will he never learn? He had to run away the last time he 
did such a thing, and here he is burying the dead again!”

9 That same night I washed myself and went to bed along the in-
side wall of the courtyard. Because it was a hot night, I left my face 
uncovered. 10 I did not know there were sparrows on the wall until 
their droppings fell into my eyes, causing cataracts.* I went to the doc-
tors to be healed, but the more they treated me with ointments, the 
worse my vision became. Finally, I was totally blind. I remained blind 
for four years. During this time my relatives grieved for me, and my 
nephew Ahikar took care of me for two years until he went to Elymais 
in Persia.

11 My wife, Anna, supported us by making cloth.* 12 Each time she 
1:21 Ahikar is a Jewish wise man in other ancient literature.  2:1 Or Festival of  Weeks, a festival 
held 50 days after Passover.  2:5 According to the law of Moses, an Israelite was made unclean by 
touching a corpse.  2:6 Amos 8:10.  2:10 Greek white films.  2:11 Greek by doing women’s work.  
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 3 The wicked will not rule the land of the godly,
for then the godly might be tempted to do wrong.

 4 O Lord, do good to those who are good,
whose hearts are in tune with you.

 5 But banish those who turn to crooked ways, O Lord.
Take them away with those who do evil.

May Israel have peace!

126 A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.
 1 When the Lord brought back his exiles to Jerusalem,*

it was like a dream!
 2 We were fi lled with laughter,

and we sang for joy.
And the other nations said,

“What amazing things the Lord has done for them.”
 3 Yes, the Lord has done amazing things for us!

What joy!
 4 Restore our fortunes, Lord,

as streams renew the desert.
 5 Those who plant in tears

will harvest with shouts of joy.
 6 They weep as they go to plant their seed,

but they sing as they return with the harvest.

127A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem. A psalm of 
Solomon.

 1 Unless the Lord builds a house,
the work of the builders is wasted.

Unless the Lord protects a city,
guarding it with sentries will do no good.

 2 It is useless for you to work so hard
from early morning until late at night,

anxiously working for food to eat;
for God gives rest to his loved ones.

 3 Children are a gift from the Lord;
they are a reward from him.

 4 Children born to a young man
are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.

 5 How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of them!
He will not be put to shame when he confronts his accusers at 

the city gates.

128 A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.
 1 How joyful are those who fear the Lord—

all who follow his ways!
 2 You will enjoy the fruit of your labor.

How joyful and prosperous you will be!
 3 Your wife will be like a fruitful grapevine,

fl ourishing within your home.
126:1 Hebrew Zion.  
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22 I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters.*
I will praise you among your assembled people.

23 Praise the Lord, all you who fear him!
Honor him, all you descendants of Jacob!
Show him reverence, all you descendants of Israel!

24 For he has not ignored or belittled the suffering of the needy.
He has not turned his back on them,
but has listened to their cries for help.

25 I will praise you in the great assembly.
I will fulfill my vows in the presence of those who  

worship you.
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied.

All who seek the Lord will praise him.
Their hearts will rejoice with everlasting joy.

27 The whole earth will acknowledge the Lord and return to him.
All the families of the nations will bow down before him.

28 For royal power belongs to the Lord.
He rules all the nations.

29 Let the rich of the earth feast and worship.
Bow before him, all who are mortal,
all whose lives will end as dust.

30 Our children will also serve him.
Future generations will hear about the wonders of the Lord.

31 His righteous acts will be told to those not yet born.
They will hear about everything he has done.

23  
A psalm of David.

 1 The Lord is my shepherd;
I have all that I need.

 2 He lets me rest in green meadows;
he leads me beside peaceful streams.

 3 He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,

bringing honor to his name.
 4 Even when I walk

through the darkest valley,*
I will not be afraid,

for you are close beside me.
Your rod and your staff

protect and comfort me.
 5 You prepare a feast for me

in the presence of my enemies.
You honor me by anointing my head with oil.

My cup overflows with blessings.
 6 Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me

all the days of my life,
and I will live in the house of the Lord

forever.

24  
A psalm of David.

 1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.
The world and all its people belong to him.

 22:22 Hebrew my brothers.  23:4 Or the dark valley of  death. 
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 3 The wicked will not rule the land of the godly,
for then the godly might be tempted to do wrong.

 4 O Lord, do good to those who are good,
whose hearts are in tune with you.

 5 But banish those who turn to crooked ways, O Lord.
Take them away with those who do evil.

May Israel have peace!

126 A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.
 1 When the Lord brought back his exiles to Jerusalem,*

it was like a dream!
 2 We were fi lled with laughter,

and we sang for joy.
And the other nations said,

“What amazing things the Lord has done for them.”
 3 Yes, the Lord has done amazing things for us!

What joy!
 4 Restore our fortunes, Lord,

as streams renew the desert.
 5 Those who plant in tears

will harvest with shouts of joy.
 6 They weep as they go to plant their seed,

but they sing as they return with the harvest.

127A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem. A psalm of 
Solomon.

 1 Unless the Lord builds a house,
the work of the builders is wasted.

Unless the Lord protects a city,
guarding it with sentries will do no good.

 2 It is useless for you to work so hard
from early morning until late at night,

anxiously working for food to eat;
for God gives rest to his loved ones.

 3 Children are a gift from the Lord;
they are a reward from him.

 4 Children born to a young man
are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.

 5 How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of them!
He will not be put to shame when he confronts his accusers at 

the city gates.

128 A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.
 1 How joyful are those who fear the Lord—

all who follow his ways!
 2 You will enjoy the fruit of your labor.

How joyful and prosperous you will be!
 3 Your wife will be like a fruitful grapevine,

fl ourishing within your home.
126:1 Hebrew Zion.  
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Scripture and inspires a creative response through word or art.
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Get out of my life, you murderers!
20 They blaspheme you;

your enemies misuse your name.
21 O Lord, shouldn’t I hate those who

hate you?
Shouldn’t I despise those who

oppose you?
22 Yes, I hate them with total hatred,

for your enemies are my enemies.
23 Search me, O God, and know my

heart;
test me and know my anxious

thoughts.
24 Point out anything in me that

offends you,
and lead me along the path of

everlasting life.
139:8 Hebrew to Sheol. 139:17 Or How precious to me
are your thoughts.

PROVERBS 30:15-16
The leech has two suckers that cry out,
“More, more!”*�There are three things
that are never satisfied—no, four that
never say, “Enough!”: the grave,* the
barren womb, the thirsty desert, the
blazing fire.
30:15 Hebrew two daughters who cry out, “Give, give!”
30:16 Hebrew Sheol.
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DECEMBER

21
ZECHARIAH 1:1-21
In November* of the second year of
King Darius’s reign, the Lord gave this
message to the prophet Zechariah son
of Berekiah and grandson of Iddo:

2“I, the Lord, was very angry with
your ancestors. 3Therefore, say to the
people, ‘This is what the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies says: Return to me, and
I will return to you, says the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies.’ 4Don’t be like your
ancestors who would not listen or pay
attention when the earlier prophets

said to them, ‘This is what the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies says: Turn from your
evil ways, and stop all your evil prac-
tices.’

5“Where are your ancestors now?
They and the prophets are long dead.
6But everything I said through my ser-
vants the prophets happened to your
ancestors, just as I said. As a result, they
repented and said, ‘We have received
what we deserved from the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies. He has done what he
said he would do.’”

7Three months later, on February 15,*
the Lord sent another message to the
prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah and
grandson of Iddo.

8In a vision during the night, I saw a
man sitting on a red horse that was
standing among some myrtle trees in a
small valley. Behind him were riders on
red, brown, and white horses. 9I asked
the angel who was talking with me, “My
lord, what do these horses mean?”

“I will show you,” the angel replied.
10The rider standing among the myr-

tle trees then explained, “They are the
ones the Lord has sent out to patrol the
earth.”

11Then the other riders reported to
the angel of the Lord, who was standing
among the myrtle trees, “We have been
patrolling the earth, and the whole
earth is at peace.”

12Upon hearing this, the angel of the
Lord prayed this prayer: “O Lord of
Heaven’s Armies, for seventy years now
you have been angry with Jerusalem and
the towns of Judah. How long until you
again show mercy to them?” 13And the
Lord spoke kind and comforting words
to the angel who talked with me.

14Then the angel said to me, “Shout
this message for all to hear: ‘This is what
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: My
love for Jerusalem and Mount Zion is
passionate and strong. 15But I am very
angry with the other nations that are
now enjoying peace and security. I was
only a little angry with my people, but
the nations inflicted harm on them far
beyond my intentions.

D   E   C   E   M  B   E   R      2   1 1366

16“ ‘Therefore, this is what the Lord
says: I have returned to show mercy to
Jerusalem. My Temple will be rebuilt,
says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, and
measurements will be taken for the re-
construction of Jerusalem.*’

17“Say this also: ‘This is what the
Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: The
towns of Israel will again overflow with
prosperity, and the Lordwill again com-
fort Zion and choose Jerusalem as his
own.’”

18*Then I looked up and saw four ani-
mal horns. 19“What are these?” I asked
the angel who was talking with me.

He replied, “These horns represent
the nations that scattered Judah, Israel,
and Jerusalem.”

20Then the Lord showed me four
blacksmiths. 21“What are these men
coming to do?” I asked.

The angel replied, “These four
horns—these nations—scattered and
humbled Judah. Now these blacksmiths
have come to terrify those nations and
throw them down and destroy them.”
1:1 Hebrew In the eighth month. A number of dates in
Zechariah can be cross-checked with dates in surviving
Persian records and related accurately to our modern
calendar. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar
occurred within the months of October and November
520 B.C. 1:7 Hebrew On the twenty-fourth day of the
eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in the second year of
Darius. This event occurred on February 15, 519 B.C.; also
see note on 1:1. 1:16 Hebrew and the measuring line will
be stretched out over Jerusalem. 1:18 Verses 1:18-21 are
numbered 2:1-4 in Hebrew text.

REVELATION 12:1-17
Then I [John] witnessed in heaven an
event of great significance. I saw a
woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon beneath her feet, and a crown of
twelve stars on her head. 2She was preg-
nant, and she cried out because of her la-
bor pains and the agony of giving birth.

3Then I witnessed in heaven another
significant event. I saw a large red
dragon with seven heads and ten horns,
with seven crowns on his heads. 4His
tail swept away one-third of the stars in
the sky, and he threw them to the earth.
He stood in front of the woman as she
was about to give birth, ready to devour
her baby as soon as it was born.

5She gave birth to a son who was to
rule all nations with an iron rod. And her
child was snatched away from the dragon
and was caught up to God and to his
throne. 6And the woman fled into the
wilderness, where God had prepared a
place to care for her for 1,260 days.

7Then there was war in heaven. Mi-
chael and his angels fought against the
dragon and his angels. 8And the dragon
lost the battle, and he and his angels
were forced out of heaven. 9This great
dragon—the ancient serpent called
the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the
whole world—was thrown down to the
earth with all his angels.

10Then I heard a loud voice shouting
across the heavens,

“It has come at last—
salvation and power

and the Kingdom of our God,
and the authority of his Christ.*

For the accuser of our brothers
and sisters*

has been thrown down to earth—
the one who accuses them

before our God day and night.
11 And they have defeated him by the

blood of the Lamb
and by their testimony.

And they did not love their lives
so much

that they were afraid to die.
12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens!

And you who live in the heavens,
rejoice!

But terror will come on the earth
and the sea,

for the devil has come down to
you in great anger,

knowing that he has little time.”

13When the dragon realized that he
had been thrown down to the earth, he
pursued the woman who had given
birth to the male child. 14But she was
given two wings like those of a great
eagle so she could fly to the place pre-
pared for her in the wilderness. There
she would be cared for and protected
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ReturnReturnReturn
me,me,  to  to

returnreturnreturn
 to

  the 
LORD of

you,you,you,
Heaven’s 
Armies.
Heaven’s Heaven’s 
Armies.Armies.

Zechariah 1:3

willwillwillwillII

says
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2“This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: The people are saying, ‘The
time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.’ ”

3 Then the LORD sent this message through the prophet Haggai: 4“Why are
you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins? 5 This is what the
LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Look at what’s happening to you! 6 You have
planted much but harvest little. You eat but are not satisfied. You drink but are
still thirsty. You put on clothes but cannot keep warm. Your wages disappear as
though you were putting them in pockets filled with holes!

7“This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Look at what’s happening to
you! 8Now go up into the hills, bring down timber, and rebuild my house. Then I
will take pleasure in it and be honored, says the LORD. 9You hoped for rich har-
vests, but they were poor. And when you brought your harvest home, I blew it
away. Why? Because my house lies in ruins, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies,
while all of you are busy building your own fine houses. 10It’s because of you that
the heavens withhold the dew and the earth produces no crops. 11I have called
for a drought on your fields and hills—a drought to wither the grain and grapes
and olive trees and all your other crops, a drought to starve you and your live-
stock and to ruin everything you have worked so hard to get.”

◆ Obedience to God’s Call / Haggai 1:12-15 / 520 BC
12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, and the whole remnant of God’s people began to obey the message from
the LORD their God. When they heard the words of the prophet Haggai, whom
the LORD their God had sent, the people feared the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the
LORD’s messenger, gave the people this message from the LORD: “I am with you,
says the LORD!”

14So the LORD sparked the enthusiasm of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, gover-
nor of Judah, and the enthusiasm of Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and the enthusiasm of the whole remnant of God’s people. They began to work
on the house of their God, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, 15on September 21* of
the second year of King Darius’s reign.

SEPTEMBER 11
◆ The New Temple’s Splendor / Haggai 2:1-9 / 520 BC

1Then on October 17 of that same year,* the LORD sent another message
through the prophet Haggai. 2“Say this to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor
of Judah, and to Jeshua* son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of
God’s people there in the land: 3‘Does anyone remember this house—this Tem-
ple—in its former splendor? How, in comparison, does it look to you now? It
must seem like nothing at all! 4But now the LORD says: Be strong, Zerubbabel.
Be strong, Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people
still left in the land. And now get to work, for I am with you, says the LORD of
Heaven’s Armies. 5My Spirit remains among you, just as I promised when you
came out of Egypt. So do not be afraid.’

S E P T E M B E R 1 1 p a g e 1232

1:15 Hebrew on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This event occurred on
September 21, 520 B.C.; also see note on 1:1a. 2:1 Hebrew on the twenty-first day of the seventh month, of the ancient
Hebrew lunar calendar. This event (in the second year of Darius’s reign) occurred on October 17, 520 B.C.; also see note on
1:1a. 2:2 Hebrew Joshua, a variant spelling of Jeshua; also in 2:4.

6“For this is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: In just a little while I will
again shake the heavens and the earth, the oceans and the dry land. 7I will shake all
the nations, and the treasures of all the nations will be brought to this Temple. I will
fill this place with glory, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 8The silver is mine, and
the gold is mine, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 9The future glory of this Tem-
ple will be greater than its past glory, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. And in this
place I will bring peace. I, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, have spoken!”

◆ A Call to Return to the LORD / Zechariah 1:1-6 / 520 BC
1In November* of the second year of King Darius’s reign, the LORD gave this
message to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah and grandson of Iddo:

2“I, the LORD, was very angry with your ancestors. 3 Therefore, say to the peo-
ple, ‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Return to me, and I will
return to you, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.’ 4Don’t be like your ancestors
who would not listen or pay attention when the earlier prophets said to them,
‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Turn from your evil ways, and
stop all your evil practices.’

5“Where are your ancestors now? They and the prophets are long dead. 6But
everything I said through my servants the prophets happened to your ances-
tors, just as I said. As a result, they repented and said, ‘We have received what
we deserved from the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. He has done what he said he
would do.’ ”

◆ Blessings Promised for Obedience / Haggai 2:10-19 / 520 BC
10On December 18* of the second year of King Darius’s reign, the LORD sent this
message to the prophet Haggai: 11“This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies
says. Ask the priests this question about the law: 12‘If one of you is carrying some
meat from a holy sacrifice in his robes and his robe happens to brush against
some bread or stew, wine or olive oil, or any other kind of food, will it also
become holy?’ ”

The priests replied, “No.”
13 Then Haggai asked, “If someone becomes ceremonially unclean by touch-

ing a dead person and then touches any of these foods, will the food be defiled?”
And the priests answered, “Yes.”
14 Then Haggai responded, “That is how it is with this people and this nation,

says the LORD. Everything they do and everything they offer is defiled by their
sin. 15Look at what was happening to you before you began to lay the foundation
of the LORD’s Temple. 16When you hoped for a twenty-bushel crop, you har-
vested only ten. When you expected to draw fifty gallons from the winepress,
you found only twenty. 17I sent blight and mildew and hail to destroy everything
you worked so hard to produce. Even so, you refused to return to me, says the
LORD.

18“Think about this eighteenth day of December, the day* when the founda-
tion of the LORD’s Temple was laid. Think carefully. 19I am giving you a promise

p a g e 1233 S E P T E M B E R 1 1

1:1 Hebrew In the eighth month. A number of dates in Zechariah can be cross-checked with dates in surviving Persian
records and related accurately to our modern calendar. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred within
the months of October and November 520 B.C. 2:10 Hebrew On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, of the ancient
Hebrew lunar calendar (similarly in 2:18). This event occurred on December 18, 520 B.C.; also see note on 1:1a. 2:18 Or
On this eighteenth day of December, think about the day.
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Psalm s

Book One (Psalms 1–41)

1 1 Oh, the joys of those who do not
follow the advice of the wicked,

or stand around with sinners,
or join in with mockers.

 2 But they delight in the law of the Lord,
meditating on it day and night.

 3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank,
bearing fruit each season.

Their leaves never wither,
and they prosper in all they do.

 4 But not the wicked!
They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the wind.

 5 They will be condemned at the time of judgment.
Sinners will have no place among the godly.

 6 For the Lord watches over the path of the godly,
but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.

2 1 Why are the nations so angry?
Why do they waste their time with futile plans?

 2 The kings of the earth prepare for battle;
the rulers plot together

against the Lord
and against his anointed one.

 3 “Let us break their chains,” they cry,
“and free ourselves from slavery to God.”

 4 But the one who rules in heaven laughs.
The Lord scoffs at them.

 5 Then in anger he rebukes them,
terrifying them with his fierce fury.

 6 For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king  
on the throne

in Jerusalem,* on my holy mountain.”

 7 The king proclaims the Lord’s decree:
“The Lord said to me, ‘You are my son.*

Today I have become your Father.*
 8 Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance,

the whole earth as your possession.
2:6 Hebrew on Zion.  2:7a Or Son; also in 2:12.  2:7b Or Today I reveal you as my son.  
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produced  vegetation—  all sorts of 
 seed-  bearing plants, and trees with 
 seed-  bearing fruit. Their seeds 
produced plants and trees of the 
same kind. And God saw that it was 
good.

13
 And evening passed and 

 morning came, marking the third 
day.

14
 Then God said, “Let lights appear 
in the sky to separate the day from 
the night. Let them be signs to mark 
the seasons, days, and years. 15

 Let 
these lights in the sky shine down 
on the earth.” And that is what 
happened. 16

 God made two great 
 lights—  the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the 
night. He also made the stars. 17

 God 
set these lights in the sky to light the 
earth, 18

 to govern the day and night, 
and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.

19
 And evening passed and 

morning came, marking the fourth 
day.

20
 Then God said, “Let the waters 
swarm with fish and other life. Let 
the skies be filled with birds of every 
kind.” 21

 So God created great sea 
creatures and every living thing that 
scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of  bird—  each 
producing offspring of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22

 Then God blessed them, saying, 
“Be fruitful and multiply. Let the fish 
fill the seas, and let the birds 
multiply on the earth.”

23
 And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fifth day.
24

 Then God said, “Let the earth produce 
every sort of animal, each producing 
offspring of the same  kind— live-
stock, small animals that scurry 

■■ OT ________

■■ NT ________

■■ Ps/Pr ______

__/__/__

Jan 1  |
GENES IS  1 :1–2 :25
In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth.* 2

 The earth was 
formless and empty, and darkness cov-
ered the deep waters. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the surface of 
the waters.
3

 Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good. Then he 
 separated the light from the 
 darkness. 5 God called the light 
“day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the first day.

6
 Then God said, “Let there be a space 

between the waters, to separate the 
waters of the heavens from the 
 waters of the earth.” 7 And that is 
what happened. God made this 
space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the 
 heavens. 8 God called the space 
“sky.”

And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the second day.

9
 Then God said, “Let the waters 

beneath the sky flow together into 
one place, so dry ground may 
 appear.” And that is what happened. 
10

 God called the dry ground “land” 
and the waters “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11

 Then God 
said, “Let the land sprout with 
 vegetation—  every sort of  seed- 
 bearing plant, and trees that grow 
 seed-  bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And 
that is what happened. 12

 The land 

01 02
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fell at his feet. Her little girl was possessed by 
an evil* spirit, 26

 and she begged him to cast 
out the demon from her daughter.

Since she was a Gentile, born in Syr ian 
Phoe nic ia, 27

  Jesus told her, “First I should feed 
the children—my own fam i ly, the Jews.* It 
isn’t right to take food from the children and 
throw it to the dogs.”

28
 She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even 

the dogs under the table are allowed to eat 
the scraps from the children’s plates.”

29
 “Good answer!” he said. “Now go home, 

for the demon has left your daughter.” 30And 
when she arrived home, she found her little 
girl lying quietly in bed, and the demon was 
gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man
31

  Jesus left Tyre and went up to Si don before 
going back to the Sea of Gal i lee and the re-
gion of the Ten Towns.* 32A deaf man with a 
speech impediment was brought to him, and 
the people begged  Jesus to lay his hands on 
the man to heal him.

33
  Jesus led him away from the crowd so 

they could be alone. He put his fingers into 
the man’s ears. Then, spitting on his own fin-
gers, he touched the man’s tongue. 34

 Looking 
up to heaven, he sighed and said, “Eph pha
tha,” which means, “Be opened!” 35

 Instantly 
the man could hear perfectly, and his tongue 
was freed so he could speak plainly!

36
  Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, 

but the more he told them not to, the more 
they spread the news. 37

 They were completely 
amazed and said again and again, “Every-
thing he does is wonderful. He even makes 
the deaf to hear and gives speech to those 
who cannot speak.”

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand

8 About this time another large crowd had 
gathered, and the people ran out of food 

again.  Jesus called his disciples and told them, 
2

 “I feel sorry for these people. They have been 
here with me for three days, and they have 
nothing left to eat. 3 If I send them home hun-
gry, they will faint along the way. For some of 
them have come a long distance.”

4
 His disciples replied, “How are we sup-

posed to find enough food to feed them out 
here in the wilderness?”

5
  Jesus asked, “How much bread do you 

have?”
“Seven loaves,” they replied.
6

 So  Jesus told all the people to sit down on 
the ground. Then he took the seven loaves, 

thanked God for them, and broke them into 
pieces. He gave them to his disciples, who 
distributed the bread to the crowd. 7A few 
small fish were found, too, so  Jesus also 
blessed these and told the disciples to dis-
tribute them.

8
 They ate as much as they wanted. After-

ward, the disciples picked up seven large 
baskets of leftover food. 9

 There were about 
4,000 men in the crowd that day, and  Jesus 
sent them home after they had eaten. 10

 Im-
mediately after this, he got into a boat with 
his disciples and crossed over to the region 
of Dal ma nu tha.

Pharisees Demand a Miraculous Sign
11

 When the Phar i sees heard that  Jesus had 
arrived, they came and started to argue with 
him. Testing him, they demanded that he 
show them a miraculous sign from heaven 
to prove his authority.

12
 When he heard this, he sighed deeply 

in his spirit and said, “Why do these people 
keep demanding a miraculous sign? I tell you 
the truth, I will not give this generation any 
such sign.” 13

 So he got back into the boat and 
left them, and he crossed to the other side 
of the lake.

Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod
14

 But the disciples had forgotten to bring any 
food. They had only one loaf of bread with 
them in the boat. 15As they were crossing the 
lake,  Jesus warned them, “Watch out! Beware 
of the yeast of the Phar i sees and of Her od.”

16At this they began to argue with each 
other because they hadn’t brought any bread. 
17

  Jesus knew what they were saying, so he 
said, “Why are you arguing about having no 
bread? Don’t you know or understand even 
yet? Are your hearts too hard to take it in? 
18

 ‘You have eyes—can’t you see? You have 
ears—can’t you hear?’* Don’t you remember 
anything at all? 19

 When I fed the 5,000 with 
five loaves of bread, how many baskets of 
leftovers did you pick up afterward?”

“Twelve,” they said.
20“And when I fed the 4,000 with seven 

loaves, how many large baskets of leftovers 
did you pick up?”

“Seven,” they said.
21

 “Don’t you understand yet?” he asked 
them.

Jesus Heals a Blind Man
22

 When they arrived at Beth sa i da, some 
people brought a blind man to  Jesus, and they 
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Jesus Heals a Deaf Man
31

  Jesus left Tyre and went up to Si don before 
going back to the Sea of Gal i lee and the region 
of the Ten Towns.* 32A deaf man with a speech 
impediment was brought to him, and the people 
begged  Jesus to lay his hands on the man to 
heal him.

33
  Jesus led him away from the crowd so 

they could be alone. He put his fingers into the 
man’s ears. Then, spitting on his own fingers, 
he touched the man’s tongue. 34

 Looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said, “Eph pha tha,” which 
means, “Be opened!” 35

 Instantly the man could 
hear perfectly, and his tongue was freed so he 
could speak plainly!

36
  Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, 

but the more he told them not to, the more 
they spread the news. 37

 They were completely 
amazed and said again and again, “Everything 
he does is wonderful. He even makes the deaf 
to hear and gives speech to those who cannot 
speak.”

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand

8 About this time another large crowd had 
gathered, and the people ran out of food 

again.  Jesus called his disciples and told them, 
2

 “I feel sorry for these people. They have been 
here with me for three days, and they have noth-
ing left to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they 
will faint along the way. For some of them have 
come a long distance.”

4
 His disciples replied, “How are we supposed 

to find enough food to feed them out here in 
the wilderness?”

5
  Jesus asked, “How much bread do you have?”

“Seven loaves,” they replied.
6

 So  Jesus told all the people to sit down on the 
ground. Then he took the seven loaves, thanked 
God for them, and broke them into pieces. He 
gave them to his disciples, who distributed 
the bread to the crowd. 7A few small fish were 
found, too, so  Jesus also blessed these and told 
the disciples to distribute them.

8
 They ate as much as they wanted. Afterward, 

the disciples picked up seven large baskets of 
leftover food. 9

 There were about 4,000 men in 
the crowd that day, and  Jesus sent them home 
after they had eaten. 10

 Immediately after this, 
he got into a boat with his disciples and crossed 
over to the region of Dal ma nu tha.

Pharisees Demand a Miraculous Sign
11

 When the Phar i sees heard that  Jesus had 
arrived, they came and started to argue with 
him. Testing him, they demanded that he show 

them a miraculous sign from heaven to prove 
his authority.

12
 When he heard this, he sighed deeply in his 

spirit and said, “Why do these people keep de-
manding a miraculous sign? I tell you the truth, 
I will not give this generation any such sign.” 
13

 So he got back into the boat and left them, and 
he crossed to the other side of the lake.

Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod
14

 But the disciples had forgotten to bring any 
food. They had only one loaf of bread with them 
in the boat. 15As they were crossing the lake, 
 Jesus warned them, “Watch out! Beware of the 
yeast of the Phar i sees and of Her od.”

16At this they began to argue with each other 
because they hadn’t brought any bread. 17

  Jesus 
knew what they were saying, so he said, “Why 
are you arguing about having no bread? Don’t 
you know or understand even yet? Are your 
hearts too hard to take it in? 18

 ‘You have eyes—
can’t you see? You have ears—can’t you hear?’* 
Don’t you remember anything at all? 19

 When 
I fed the 5,000 with five loaves of bread, how 
many baskets of leftovers did you pick up 
afterward?”

“Twelve,” they said.
20“And when I fed the 4,000 with seven loaves, 

how many large baskets of leftovers did you 
pick up?”

“Seven,” they said.
21

 “Don’t you understand yet?” he asked them.

Jesus Heals a Blind Man
22

 When they arrived at Beth sa i da, some people 
brought a blind man to  Jesus, and they begged 
him to touch the man and heal him. 23

  Jesus took 
the blind man by the hand and led him out of 
the village. Then, spitting on the man’s eyes, he 
laid his hands on him and asked, “Can you see 
anything now?”

24
 The man looked around. “Yes,” he said, “I see 

people, but I can’t see them very clearly. They 
look like trees walking around.”

25
 Then  Jesus placed his hands on the man’s 

eyes again, and his eyes were opened. His sight 
*Translation Notes 6:50 Or The ‘I Am’ is here; Greek reads I am. 
See Exod 3:14.  7:3 Greek have washed with the fist.  7:4a Some 
manuscripts read sprinkle themselves.  7:4b Some manuscripts 
add and dining couches.  7:7 Isa 29:13 (Greek version).  7:10a Exod 
20:12; Deut 5:16.  7:10b Exod 21:17 (Greek version); Lev 20:9 
(Greek version).  7:11 Greek ‘What I would have given to you is 
Corban’ (that is, a gift).  7:15 Some manuscripts add verse 16, 
Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand. Compare 
4:9, 23.  7:24 Some manuscripts add and Sidon.  7:25 Greek 
unclean.  7:27 Greek Let the children eat first.  7:31 Greek 
Decapolis.  8:18 Jer 5:21. 

Cross-References 7:1-23 Matt 15:1-20  7:24-30 Matt 15:21-28  
7:31-37 Matt 15:29-31  8:1-10 Matt 15:32-39  8:11-21 Matt 16:1-12  
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32And they bring unto him one that was deaf, 
and had an impediment in his speech; and they 
beseech him to put his hand upon him.*

33And he took him aside from the multitude, 
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and 
touched his tongue; 

34
 and looking up to heaven, he sighed, and 

saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 
35And straightway his ears were opened, 

and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he 
spake plain.*

36And he charged them that they should tell 
no man: but the more he charged them, so much 
the more a great deal they published it;* 

37
 and were beyond measure astonished, say-

ing, He hath done all things well: he maketh both 
the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand

8 In those days the multitude being very great, 
and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his 

disciples unto him, and saith unto them, 
2

 I have compassion on the multitude, because 
they have now been with me three days, and 
have nothing to eat: 

3
 and if I send them away fasting to their own 

houses, they will faint by the way: for divers of 
them came from far.*

4And his disciples answered him, From 
whence can a man satisfy these men with bread 
here in the wilderness?*

5And he asked them, How many loaves have 
ye? And they said, Seven.

6And he commanded the people to sit down 
on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and 
gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his disciples 
to set before them; and they did set them before 
the people. 

7And they had a few small fishes: and he 
blessed, and commanded to set them also be-
fore them.

8
 So they did eat, and were filled: and they 

took up of the broken meat that was left seven 
baskets.* 

9And they that had eaten were about four 
thousand: and he sent them away. 

10And straightway he entered into a ship 
with his disciples, and came into the parts of 
 Dalmanutha.*

Pharisees Demand a Sign
11And the Pharisees came forth, and began to 
question with him, seeking of him a sign from 
heaven, tempting him.*

12And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, 
Why doth this generation seek after a sign? 

 verily I say unto you, There shall no sign be given 
unto this generation.* 

13And he left them, and entering into the ship 
again departed to the other side.

Leaven of the Pharisees and Herod
14

 Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, 
neither had they in the ship with them more 
than one loaf. 

15And he charged them, saying, Take heed, 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of 
the leaven of Herod.*

16And they reasoned among themselves, say-
ing, It is because we have no bread.

17And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, 
Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? per-
ceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye 
your heart yet hardened?* 

18
 Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, 

hear ye not? and do ye not remember? 
19

 When I brake the five loaves among five 
thousand, how many baskets full of fragments 
took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve.

20And when the seven among four thousand, 
how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? 
And they said, Seven.

21And he said unto them, How is it that ye do 
not understand?

Jesus Heals a Blind Man
22And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a 
blind man unto him, and besought him to touch 
him.* 

23And he took the blind man by the hand, and 
led him out of the town; and when he had spit on 
his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked 
him if he saw aught.*

24And he looked up, and said, I see men as 
trees, walking.

25After that he put his hands again upon his 
eyes, and made him look up: and he was re-
stored, and saw every man clearly. 

26And he sent him away to his house, saying, 
Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in 
the town.

Peter’s Declaration about Jesus
27And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the 
towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he 
asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do 
men say that I am?

28And they answered, John the Baptist: but 
some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets.*

29And he saith unto them, But whom say ye 
that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto 
him, Thou art the Christ.
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Book One (Psalms 1–41)

1  1 Oh, the joys of those who do not
follow the advice of the wicked,

or stand around with sinners,
or join in with mockers.

 2 But they delight in the law of the Lord,
meditating on it day and night.

 3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank,
bearing fruit each season.

Their leaves never wither,
and they prosper in all they do.

 4 But not the wicked!
They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the wind.

 5 They will be condemned at the time of judgment.
Sinners will have no place among the godly.

 6 For the Lord watches over the path of the godly,
but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.

2  1 Why are the nations so angry?
Why do they waste their time with futile plans?

 2 The kings of the earth prepare for battle;
the rulers plot together

against the Lord
and against his anointed one.

 3 “Let us break their chains,” they cry,
“and free ourselves from slavery to God.”

 4 But the one who rules in heaven laughs.
The Lord scoffs at them.

 5 Then in anger he rebukes them,
terrifying them with his fierce fury.

 6 For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on the 
throne

in Jerusalem,* on my holy mountain.”
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1:18 Some manuscripts read But the one and only Son.  1:19 Greek and Levites.  1:21 Greek Are 
you the Prophet? See Deut 18:15, 18; Mal 4:5‑6.  1:23 Isa 40:3.  1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33.  
1:34 Some manuscripts read the Son of God.  

1:3‑4 Or and nothing that was created was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything.  
1:5 Or and the darkness has not understood it.  1:6 Greek a man named John.  1:14a Greek became 
flesh.  1:14b Or grace and truth; also in 1:17.  1:16 Or received the grace of Christ rather than the 
grace of the law; Greek reads received grace upon grace.  

17171716

unfailing love and faithfulness came through  Jesus Christ. 18
 No one 

has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God,* is near 
to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19

 This was John’s testimony when the Jew ish leaders sent priests and 
Temple assistants* from Je ru sa lem to ask John, “Who are you?” 20

 He 
came right out and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21
 “Well then, who are you?” they asked. “Are you Eli jah?”

“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”*
“No.”
22

 “Then who are you? We need an answer for those who sent us. 
What do you have to say about yourself?”

23
 John replied in the words of the prophet Isa iah: 

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’ ”*

24
 Then the Phar i sees who had been sent 25

 asked him, “If you aren’t 
the Messiah or Eli jah or the Prophet, what right do you have to 
baptize?”

26
 John told them, “I baptize with* water, but right here in the crowd 

is someone you do not recognize. 27
 Though his ministry follows mine, 

I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the straps of his sandal.”
28

 This encounter took place in Beth a ny, an area east of the Jordan 
River, where John was baptizing.

Jesus, the Lamb of God
29

 The next day John saw  Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! 
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30

 He is the one 
I was talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after me who is far 
greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’ 31

 I did not recognize 
him as the Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so that he 
might be revealed to Is ra el.”

32
 Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove 

from heaven and resting upon him. 33
 I didn’t know he was the one, 

but when God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The one on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34

 I saw this happen to  Jesus, so I testify that he 
is the Chosen One of God.*”

Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word

1  1 In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
 2 He existed in the beginning with God.
 3 God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through him.
 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created,*

and his life brought light to everyone.
 5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.*

6
 God sent a man, John the Baptist,* 7 to tell about the light so that 

every one might believe because of his testimony. 8 John himself was 
not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. 9

 The 
one who is the true light, who gives light to every one, was coming 
into the world.

10
 He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t rec‑

ognize him. 11
 He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. 

12
 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right 

to become children of God. 13
 They are  reborn—  not with a physical 

birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes 
from God.

14
 So the Word became human* and made his home among us. He 

was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.* And we have seen his glory, 
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

15
 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is 

the one I was talking about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me 
who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’ ”

16
 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing 

after another.* 17
 For the law was given through  Moses, but God’s 

John
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John
Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word

1

1 In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
2 He existed in the beginning with God.
3 God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through
him.

4 The Word gave life to everything that was
created,*

and his life brought light to everyone.
5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.*
6God sent a man, John the Baptist,* 7to tell

about the light so that everyone might believe
because of his testimony. 8John himself was not
the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the
light. 9The one who is the true light, who gives
light to everyone, was coming into the world.

10He came into the very world he created, but
the world didn’t recognize him. 11He came to his
own people, and even they rejected him. 12But to
all who believed him and accepted him, he gave
the right to become children of God. 13They are
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes
from God.

14So the Word became human* and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love
and faithfulness.* And we have seen his glory,
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

15John testified about him when he shouted
to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking
about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me
who is far greater than I am, for he existed long
before me.’”

16From his abundance we have all received
one gracious blessing after another.* 17For the
law was given through Moses, but God’s unfail-
ing love and faithfulness came through Jesus
Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. But the
unique One, who is himself God,* is near to the
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19This was John’s testimony when the Jewish
leaders sent priests and Temple assistants* from

Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” 20He
came right out and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21“Well then, who are you?” they asked. “Are
you Elijah?”

“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”*
“No.”
22“Then who are you? We need an answer for

those who sent us. What do you have to say
about yourself?”

23John replied in the words of the prophet Isa-
iah:

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’”*

24Then the Pharisees who had been sent
25asked him, “If you aren’t the Messiah or Elijah
or the Prophet, what right do you have to bap-
tize?”

26John told them, “I baptize with* water, but
right here in the crowd is someone you do not
recognize. 27Though his ministry follows mine,
I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the
straps of his sandal.”

28This encounter took place in Bethany, an
area east of the Jordan River, where John was
baptizing.

Jesus, the Lamb of God
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward
him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30He is the one I was
talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after
me who is far greater than I am, for he existed
long before me.’ 31I did not recognize him as the
Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so
that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit
descending like a dove from heaven and resting
upon him. 33I didn’t know he was the one, but
when God sent me to baptize with water, he
told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit
descend and rest is the one who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34I saw this happen to
Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of
God.*”

1:3-4 Or and nothing that was created was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything. 1:5 Or and the darkness
has not understood it. 1:6 Greek a man named John. 1:14a Greek became flesh. 1:14b Or grace and truth; also in 1:17.
1:16 Or received the grace of Christ rather than the grace of the law; Greek reads received grace upon grace. 1:18 Some
manuscripts read But the one and only Son. 1:19 Greek and Levites. 1:21 Greek Are you the Prophet? See Deut 18:15, 18;
Mal 4:5-6. 1:23 Isa 40:3. 1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33. 1:34 Some manuscripts read the Son of God.
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not neglect the more important things.
24Blind guides! You strain your water so
you won’t accidentally swallow a gnat,
but you swallow a camel!*

25“What sorrow awaits you teachers of
religious law and you Pharisees. Hypo-
crites! For you are so careful to clean the
outside of the cup and the dish, but in-
side you are filthy—full of greed and self-
indulgence! 26You blind Pharisee! First
wash the inside of the cup and the dish,*
and then the outside will become clean,
too.

27“What sorrow awaits you teachers of
religious law and you Pharisees. Hypo-
crites! For you are like whitewashed
tombs—beautiful on the outside but
filled on the inside with dead people’s
bones and all sorts of impurity. 28Out-
wardly you look like righteous people, but
inwardly your hearts are filled with hy-
pocrisy and lawlessness.

29“What sorrow awaits you teachers
of religious law and you Pharisees. Hyp-
ocrites! For you build tombs for the
prophets your ancestors killed, and you
decorate the monuments of the godly
people your ancestors destroyed. 30Then
you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our
ancestors, we would never have joined
them in killing the prophets.’

31“But in saying that, you testify against
yourselves that you are indeed the descen-
dants of those who murdered the proph-
ets. 32Go ahead and finish what your
ancestors started. 33Snakes! Sons of vipers!
How will you escape the judgment of hell?

34“Therefore, I am sending you proph-
ets and wise men and teachers of reli-
gious law. But you will kill some by
crucifixion, and you will flog others with
whips in your synagogues, chasing them
from city to city. 35As a result, you will be
held responsible for the murder of all

godly people of all time—from the mur-
der of righteous Abel to the murder of
Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you
killed in the Temple between the sanctu-
ary and the altar. 36I tell you the truth,
this judgment will fall on this very gener-
ation.

Jesus Grieves over Jerusalem
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that
kills the prophets and stones God’s mes-
sengers! How often I have wanted to
gather your children together as a hen
protects her chicks beneath her wings,
but you wouldn’t let me. 38And now,
look, your house is abandoned and des-
olate.* 39For I tell you this, you will never
see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on
the one who comes in the name of the
Lord!’* ”

Jesus Speaks about the Future 24

As Jesus was leaving the Temple
grounds, his disciples pointed

out to him the various Temple buildings.
2But he responded, “Do you see all these
buildings? I tell you the truth, they will be
completely demolished. Not one stone
will be left on top of another!”

3Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives.
His disciples came to him privately and
said, “Tell us, when will all this happen?
What sign will signal your return and the
end of the world?*”

4 Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone
mislead you, 5for many will come in my
name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah.’ They
will deceive many. 6And you will hear of
wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic.
Yes, these things must take place, but the
end won’t follow immediately. 7Nation
will go to war against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom. There will be fam-
ines and earthquakes in many parts of the

MATTHEW 24 1154

23:24 See Lev 11:4, 23, where gnats and camels are both forbidden as food. 23:26 Some manuscripts do not include
and the dish. 23:38 Some manuscripts do not include and desolate. 23:39 Ps 118:26. 24:3 Or the age?
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John
Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word

1

1 In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
2 He existed in the beginning with God.
3 God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through
him.

4 The Word gave life to everything that was
created,*

and his life brought light to everyone.
5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.*
6God sent a man, John the Baptist,* 7to tell

about the light so that everyone might believe
because of his testimony. 8John himself was not
the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the
light. 9The one who is the true light, who gives
light to everyone, was coming into the world.

10He came into the very world he created, but
the world didn’t recognize him. 11He came to his
own people, and even they rejected him. 12But to
all who believed him and accepted him, he gave
the right to become children of God. 13They are
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes
from God.

14So the Word became human* and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love
and faithfulness.* And we have seen his glory,
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

15John testified about him when he shouted
to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking
about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me
who is far greater than I am, for he existed long
before me.’”

16From his abundance we have all received
one gracious blessing after another.* 17For the
law was given through Moses, but God’s unfail-
ing love and faithfulness came through Jesus
Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. But the
unique One, who is himself God,* is near to the
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19This was John’s testimony when the Jewish
leaders sent priests and Temple assistants* from

Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” 20He
came right out and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21“Well then, who are you?” they asked. “Are
you Elijah?”

“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”*
“No.”
22“Then who are you? We need an answer for

those who sent us. What do you have to say
about yourself?”

23John replied in the words of the prophet Isa-
iah:

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’”*

24Then the Pharisees who had been sent
25asked him, “If you aren’t the Messiah or Elijah
or the Prophet, what right do you have to bap-
tize?”

26John told them, “I baptize with* water, but
right here in the crowd is someone you do not
recognize. 27Though his ministry follows mine,
I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the
straps of his sandal.”

28This encounter took place in Bethany, an
area east of the Jordan River, where John was
baptizing.

Jesus, the Lamb of God
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward
him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30He is the one I was
talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after
me who is far greater than I am, for he existed
long before me.’ 31I did not recognize him as the
Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so
that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit
descending like a dove from heaven and resting
upon him. 33I didn’t know he was the one, but
when God sent me to baptize with water, he
told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit
descend and rest is the one who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34I saw this happen to
Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of
God.*”

1:3-4 Or and nothing that was created was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything. 1:5 Or and the darkness
has not understood it. 1:6 Greek a man named John. 1:14a Greek became flesh. 1:14b Or grace and truth; also in 1:17.
1:16 Or received the grace of Christ rather than the grace of the law; Greek reads received grace upon grace. 1:18 Some
manuscripts read But the one and only Son. 1:19 Greek and Levites. 1:21 Greek Are you the Prophet? See Deut 18:15, 18;
Mal 4:5-6. 1:23 Isa 40:3. 1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33. 1:34 Some manuscripts read the Son of God.
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29“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious
law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you build
tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed, and
you decorate the monuments of the godly people
your ancestors destroyed. 30Then you say, ‘If we
had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would
never have joined them in killing the prophets.’

31“But in saying that, you testify against your-
selves that you are indeed the descendants of those
who murdered the prophets. 32Go ahead and finish
what your ancestors started. 33Snakes! Sons of vi-
pers! How will you escape the judgment of hell?

34“Therefore, I am sending you prophets and
wise men and teachers of religious law. But you
will kill some by crucifixion, and you will flog oth-
ers with whips in your synagogues, chasing them
from city to city. 35As a result, you will be held re-
sponsible for the murder of all godly people of all
time—from the murder of righteous Abel to the
murder of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you
killed in the Temple between the sanctuary and
the altar. 36I tell you the truth, this judgment will
fall on this very generation.

Jesus Grieves over Jerusalem
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones God’s messengers! How often
I have wanted to gather your children together as a
hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you
wouldn’t let me. 38And now, look, your house is
abandoned and desolate.* 39For I tell you this, you
will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on
the one who comes in the name of the Lord !’* ”

Jesus Speaks about the Future 24

24 As Jesus was leaving the Temple grounds,
his disciples pointed out to him the various

Temple buildings. 2But he responded, “Do you see
all these buildings? I tell you the truth, they will be
completely demolished. Not one stone will be left
on top of another!”

3Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His dis-
ciples came to him privately and said, “Tell us,
when will all this happen? What sign will signal
your return and the end of the world?*”

4Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mislead you,
5for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am
the Messiah.’ They will deceive many. 6And you
will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t
panic. Yes, these things must take place, but the
end won’t follow immediately. 7Nation will go to
war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be famines and earthquakes in many

parts of the world.† 8But all this is only the first of
the birth pains, with more to come. Isa 19:2

9“Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and
killed. You will be hated all over the world because
you are my followers.* 10And many will turn away
from me and betray and hate each other. 11And
many false prophets will appear and will deceive
many people. 12Sin will be rampant everywhere,
and the love of many will grow cold. 13But the one
who endures to the end will be saved. 14And the
Good News about the Kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole world, so that all nations*
will hear it; and then the end will come.

15“The day is coming when you will see what
Daniel the prophet spoke about—the sacrilegious
object that causes desecration* standing in the
Holy Place.” (Reader, pay attention!) 16“ Then those
in Judea must flee to the hills. 17A person out on the
deck of a roof must not go down into the house to
pack. 18A person out in the field must not return
even to get a coat. 19How terrible it will be for preg-
nant women and for nursing mothers in those days.
20And pray that your flight will not be in winter or
on the Sabbath. 21For there will be greater anguish
than at any time since the world began. And it will
never be so great again. 22In fact, unless that time of
calamity is shortened, not a single person will sur-
vive. But it will be shortened for the sake of God’s
chosen ones.

23“Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the
Messiah,’ or ‘ There he is,’ don’t believe it. 24For
false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and
perform great signs and wonders so as to deceive,
if possible, even God’s chosen ones. 25See, I have
warned you about this ahead of time.

26“So if someone tells you, ‘Look, the Messiah is
out in the desert,’ don’t bother to go and look. Or,
‘Look, he is hiding here,’ don’t believe it! 27For as the
lightning flashes in the east and shines to the west,
so it will be when the Son of Man* comes. 28Just as
the gathering of vultures shows there is a carcass
nearby, so these signs indicate that the end is near.*

29“Immediately after the anguish of those days,

the sun will be darkened,
the moon will give no light,

the stars will fall from the sky,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.*

30And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is
coming will appear in the heavens, and there will
be deep mourning among all the peoples of the
earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.*
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23:38 Some manuscripts do not include and desolate. 23:39 Ps 118:26. 24:3 Or the age? 24:9 Greek on account of my name.
24:14 Or all peoples. 24:15 Greek the abomination of desolation. See Dan 9:27; 11:31; 12:11. 24:27 “Son of Man” is a title Jesus
used for himself. 24:28 Greek Wherever the carcass is, the vultures gather. 24:29 See Isa 13:10; 34:4; Joel 2:10. 24:30 See
Dan 7:13.
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23“The master said, ‘Well done, my good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling
this small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’

24“Then the servant with the one bag of silver
came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh
man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gather-
ing crops you didn’t cultivate. 25I was afraid I would
lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is
your money back.’

26“But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy
servant! If you knew I harvested crops I didn’t
plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, 27why
didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I
could have gotten some interest on it.’

28“Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this
servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of
silver. 29To those who use well what they are given,
even more will be given, and they will have an abun-
dance. But from those who do nothing, even what
little they have will be taken away. 30Now throw this
useless servant into outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

The Final Judgment
31“But when the Son of Man* comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon
his glorious throne. 32All the nations* will be gath-
ered in his presence, and he will separate the peo-
ple as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. 33He will place the sheep at his right hand
and the goats at his left.

34“Then the King will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the
world. 35For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger,
and you invited me into your home. 36I was naked,
and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared
for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’

37“Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord,
when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or
thirsty and give you something to drink? 38Or a
stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and
give you clothing? 39When did we ever see you
sick or in prison and visit you?’

40“And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth,
when you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers and sisters,* you were doing it to me!’

41“Then the King will turn to those on the left
and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons.*
42For I was hungry, and you didn’t feed me. I was
thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. 43I was a
stranger, and you didn’t invite me into your home. I

was naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was
sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’

44“Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever
see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and not help you?’

45“And he will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when
you refused to help the least of these my brothers
and sisters, you were refusing to help me.’

46“And they will go away into eternal punish-
ment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.”

The Plot to Kill Jesus 26

26When Jesus had finished saying all these
things, he said to his disciples, 2“As you

know, Passover begins in two days, and the Son of
Man* will be handed over to be crucified.”

3At that same time the leading priests and elders
were meeting at the residence of Caiaphas, the high
priest, 4plotting how to capture Jesus secretly and
kill him. 5“But not during the Passover celebration,”
they agreed, “or the people may riot.”† Luke 22:1-2

Jesus Anointed at Bethany
6Meanwhile, Jesus was in Bethany at the home of
Simon, a man who had previously had leprosy.
7While he was eating,* a woman came in with a
beautiful alabaster jar of expensive perfume and
poured it over his head.

8The disciples were indignant when they saw
this. “What a waste!” they said. 9“It could have been
sold for a high price and the money given to the
poor.”

10But Jesus, aware of this, replied, “Why criticize
this woman for doing such a good thing to me?
11You will always have the poor among you, but you
will not always have me. 12She has poured this per-
fume on me to prepare my body for burial. 13I tell
you the truth, wherever the Good News is preached
throughout the world, this woman’s deed will be re-
membered and discussed.”† John 12:1-8

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
14Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples,
went to the leading priests 15and asked, “How
much will you pay me to betray Jesus to you?” And
they gave him thirty pieces of silver. 16From that
time on, Judas began looking for an opportunity to
betray Jesus.† Luke 22:3-6

The Last Supper
17On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened
Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked,
“Where do you want us to prepare the Passover
meal for you?”

18“As you go into the city,” he told them, “you

MATTHEW 26 804

25:31 “Son of Man” is a title Jesus used for himself. 25:32 Or peoples. 25:40 Greek my brothers. 25:41 Greek his angels.
26:2 “Son of Man” is a title Jesus used for himself. 26:7 Or reclining.
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1:1 Greek Jesus the Messiah, Son of David and son of Abraham.  1:3 Greek Aram, a variant spelling of Ram; also in 1:4. See 
1 Chr 2:9-10.  1:7 Greek Asaph, a variant spelling of Asa; also in 1:8. See 1 Chr 3:10.  1:8a Greek Joram, a variant spelling 
of Jehoram; also in 1:8b. See 1 Kgs 22:50 and note at 1 Chr 3:11.  1:8b Or ancestor; also in 1:11.  1:10 Greek Amos, a variant 
spelling of Amon; also in 1:10b. See 1 Chr 3:14.  1:11 Greek Jeconiah, a variant spelling of Jehoiachin; also in 1:12. See 
2 Kgs 24:6 and note at 1 Chr 3:16.  1:19 Greek to divorce her.  1:21 Jesus means “The Lord saves.”  1:23 Isa 7:14; 8:8, 10 
(Greek version).  

Matthew

The Ancestors of Jesus the Messiah

1 This is a record of the ancestors of  Jesus 
the Messiah, a descendant of Da vid and of 

Abra ham*:
 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac.

Isaac was the father of Jacob.
Jacob was the father of Judah and his 

brothers.
 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah 

(whose mother was Tamar).
Perez was the father of Hezron.
Hezron was the father of Ram.*

 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab.
Amminadab was the father of Nahshon.
Nahshon was the father of Salmon.

 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose 
mother was Rahab).

Boaz was the father of Obed (whose mother 
was Ruth).

Obed was the father of Jesse.
 6 Jesse was the father of King David.

David was the father of Solomon (whose 
mother was Bathsheba, the widow of 
Uriah).

 7 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam.
Rehoboam was the father of Abijah.
Abijah was the father of Asa.*

 8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat was the father of Jehoram.*
Jehoram was the father* of Uzziah.

 9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham.
Jotham was the father of Ahaz.
Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah.

10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh.
Manasseh was the father of Amon.*
Amon was the father of Josiah.

11 Josiah was the father of Jehoiachin* and his 
brothers (born at the time of the exile to 
Babylon).

12 After the Babylonian exile:
Jehoiachin was the father of Shealtiel.
Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel.

13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud.
Abiud was the father of Eliakim.

Eliakim was the father of Azor.
14 Azor was the father of Zadok.

Zadok was the father of Akim.
Akim was the father of Eliud.

15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar.
Eleazar was the father of Matthan.
Matthan was the father of Jacob.

16 Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband 
of Mary.

Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is called the 
Messiah.

17
 All those listed above include fourteen gener-

ations from Abra ham to Da vid, fourteen from 
Da vid to the  Bab ylonian exile, and fourteen 
from the  Bab ylonian exile to the Messiah.

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah
18

 This is how  Jesus the Messiah was born. His 
mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Jo-
seph. But before the marriage took place, while 
she was still a virgin, she became pregnant 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 19

  Jo seph, 
her fiancé, was a good man and did not want 
to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break 
the engagement* quietly.

20
 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream. “Jo seph, son of 
Da vid,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife. For the child within her was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21

 And she will 
have a son, and you are to name him  Jesus,* 
for he will save his people from their sins.”

22
 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s 

message through his prophet:
23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!

She will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel,*

which means ‘God is with us.’”
24

 When Jo seph woke up, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his 
wife. 25

 But he did not have sexual relations 
with her until her son was born. And Jo seph 
named him  Jesus.
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Romans

Greetings from Paul
1

This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ
Jesus, chosen by God to be an apostle and

sent out to preach his Good News. 2God prom-
ised this Good News long ago through his proph-
ets in the holy Scriptures. 3The Good News is
about his Son. In his earthly life he was born into
King David’s family line, 4and he was shown to
be* the Son of God when he was raised from the
dead by the power of the Holy Spirit.* He is Jesus
Christ our Lord. 5Through Christ, God has given
us the privilege* and authority as apostles to tell
Gentiles everywhere what God has done for
them, so that they will believe and obey him,
bringing glory to his name.

6And you are included among those Gentiles
who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ. 7I
am writing to all of you in Rome who are loved
by God and are called to be his own holy people.

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
give you grace and peace.

God’s Good News
8Let me say first that I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith in
him is being talked about all over the world.
9God knows how often I pray for you. Day and
night I bring you and your needs in prayer to
God, whom I serve with all my heart* by spread-
ing the Good News about his Son.

10One of the things I always pray for is the op-
portunity, God willing, to come at last to see you.
11For I long to visit you so I can bring you some
spiritual gift that will help you grow strong in the
Lord. 12When we get together, I want to encour-
age you in your faith, but I also want to be en-
couraged by yours.

13I want you to know, dear brothers and sis-
ters,* that I planned many times to visit you, but
I was prevented until now. I want to work among
you and see spiritual fruit, just as I have seen
among other Gentiles. 14For I have a great sense
of obligation to people in both the civilized
world and the rest of the world,* to the educated
and uneducated alike. 15So I am eager to come
to you in Rome, too, to preach the Good News.

16For I am not ashamed of this Good News

about Christ. It is the power of God at work, sav-
ing everyone who believes—the Jew first and
also the Gentile.* 17This Good News tells us how
God makes us right in his sight. This is accom-
plished from start to finish by faith. As the Scrip-
tures say, “It is through faith that a righteous
person has life.”*

God’s Anger at Sin
18But God shows his anger from heaven against
all sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth
by their wickedness.* 19They know the truth
about God because he has made it obvious to
them. 20For ever since the world was created,
people have seen the earth and sky. Through
everything God made, they can clearly see his
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing
God.

21Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t wor-
ship him as God or even give him thanks. And
they began to think up foolish ideas of what God
was like. As a result, their minds became dark
and confused. 22Claiming to be wise, they in-
stead became utter fools. 23And instead of wor-
shiping the glorious, ever-living God, they
worshiped idols made to look like mere people
and birds and animals and reptiles.

24So God abandoned them to do whatever
shameful things their hearts desired. As a result,
they did vile and degrading things with each
other’s bodies. 25They traded the truth about
God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the
things God created instead of the Creator him-
self, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen.
26That is why God abandoned them to their
shameful desires. Even the women turned
against the natural way to have sex and instead
indulged in sex with each other. 27And the men,
instead of having normal sexual relations with
women, burned with lust for each other. Men
did shameful things with other men, and as a re-
sult of this sin, they suffered within themselves
the penalty they deserved.

28Since they thought it foolish to acknowl-
edge God, he abandoned them to their foolish
thinking and let them do things that should
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morning* Jesus came toward them, walking on the water.
He intended to go past them, 49but when they saw him walk-
ing on the water, they cried out in terror, thinking he was a
ghost. 50They were all terrified when they saw him.

But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he
said. “Take courage! I am here!*” 51Then he climbed into the
boat, and the wind stopped. They were totally amazed, 52for
they still didn’t understand the significance of the miracle
of the loaves. Their hearts were too hard to take it in.

53After they had crossed the lake, they landed at Gennes-
aret. They brought the boat to shore 54and climbed out. The
people recognized Jesus at once, 55and they ran throughout
the whole area, carrying sick people on mats to wherever
they heard he was. 56Wherever he went—in villages, cities,
or the countryside—they brought the sick out to the market-
places. They begged him to let the sick touch at least the
fringe of his robe, and all who touched him were healed.

Jesus Teaches about Inner Purity 7

7 One day some Pharisees and teachers of religious law
arrived from Jerusalem to see Jesus. 2They noticed that

some of his disciples failed to follow the Jewish ritual of
hand washing before eating. 3(The Jews, especially the Phar-
isees, do not eat until they have poured water over their
cupped hands,* as required by their ancient traditions.
4Similarly, they don’t eat anything from the market until
they immerse their hands* in water. This is but one of many
traditions they have clung to—such as their ceremonial
washing of cups, pitchers, and kettles.*)

5So the Pharisees and teachers of religious law asked
him, “Why don’t your disciples follow our age-old tradition?
They eat without first performing the hand-washing cere-
mony.”

6Jesus replied, “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he
prophesied about you, for he wrote,

‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.

7 Their worship is a farce,
for they teach man-made ideas as commands from

God.’*
8For you ignore God’s law and substitute your own tradi-
tion.”

9Then he said, “You skillfully sidestep God’s law in order
to hold on to your own tradition. 10For instance, Moses gave
you this law from God: ‘Honor your father and mother,’* and
‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father or mother
must be put to death.’* 11But you say it is all right for people
to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have
vowed to give to God what I would have given to you.’* 12In
this way, you let them disregard their needy parents. 13And
so you cancel the word of God in order to hand down your
own tradition. And this is only one example among many
others.”

14Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “All of
you listen,” he said, “and try to understand. 15It’s not what
goes into your body that defiles you; you are defiled by what
comes from your heart.*”

17Then Jesus went into a house to get away from the
crowd, and his disciples asked him what he meant by the
parable he had just used. 18“Don’t you understand either?”
he asked. “Can’t you see that the food you put into your body
cannot defile you? 19Food doesn’t go into your heart, but

only passes through the stomach and then goes into the
sewer.” (By saying this, he declared that every kind of food is
acceptable in God’s eyes.)

20And then he added, “It is what comes from inside that
defiles you. 21For from within, out of a person’s heart, come
evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22adultery,
greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envy, slander,
pride, and foolishness. 23All these vile things come from
within; they are what defile you.”

The Faith of a Gentile Woman
24Then Jesus left Galilee and went north to the region of
Tyre.* He didn’t want anyone to know which house he was
staying in, but he couldn’t keep it a secret. 25Right away a
woman who had heard about him came and fell at his feet.
Her little girl was possessed by an evil* spirit, 26and she
begged him to cast out the demon from her daughter.

Since she was a Gentile, born in Syrian Phoenicia, 27Jesus
told her, “First I should feed the children—my own family,
the Jews.* It isn’t right to take food from the children and
throw it to the dogs.”

28She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even the dogs under
the table are allowed to eat the scraps from the children’s
plates.”

29“Good answer!” he said. “Now go home, for the demon
has left your daughter.” 30And when she arrived home, she
found her little girl lying quietly in bed, and the demon was
gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man
31Jesus left Tyre and went up to Sidon before going back to
the Sea of Galilee and the region of the Ten Towns.* 32A
deaf man with a speech impediment was brought to him,
and the people begged Jesus to lay his hands on the man to
heal him.

33Jesus led him away from the crowd so they could be
alone. He put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then, spitting
on his own fingers, he touched the man’s tongue. 34Looking
up to heaven, he sighed and said, “Ephphatha,” which
means, “Be opened!” 35Instantly the man could hear per-
fectly, and his tongue was freed so he could speak plainly!

36Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, but the more he
told them not to, the more they spread the news. 37They
were completely amazed and said again and again, “Every-
thing he does is wonderful. He even makes the deaf to hear
and gives speech to those who cannot speak.”

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand 8

8 About this time another large crowd had gathered, and
the people ran out of food again. Jesus called his disci-

ples and told them, 2“I feel sorry for these people. They have
been here with me for three days, and they have nothing left
to eat. 3If I send them home hungry, they will faint along the
way. For some of them have come a long distance.”

4His disciples replied, “How are we supposed to find
enough food to feed them out here in the wilderness?”

5Jesus asked, “How much bread do you have?”
“Seven loaves,” they replied.
6So Jesus told all the people to sit down on the ground.

Then he took the seven loaves, thanked God for them, and
broke them into pieces. He gave them to his disciples, who
distributed the bread to the crowd. 7A few small fish were
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morning* Jesus came toward them, walking on the water.
He intended to go past them, 49but when they saw him walk-
ing on the water, they cried out in terror, thinking he was a
ghost. 50They were all terrified when they saw him.

But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he
said. “Take courage! I am here!*” 51Then he climbed into the
boat, and the wind stopped. They were totally amazed, 52for
they still didn’t understand the significance of the miracle
of the loaves. Their hearts were too hard to take it in.

53After they had crossed the lake, they landed at Gennes-
aret. They brought the boat to shore 54and climbed out. The
people recognized Jesus at once, 55and they ran throughout
the whole area, carrying sick people on mats to wherever
they heard he was. 56Wherever he went—in villages, cities,
or the countryside—they brought the sick out to the market-
places. They begged him to let the sick touch at least the
fringe of his robe, and all who touched him were healed.

Jesus Teaches about Inner Purity 7

7 One day some Pharisees and teachers of religious law
arrived from Jerusalem to see Jesus. 2They noticed that

some of his disciples failed to follow the Jewish ritual of
hand washing before eating. 3(The Jews, especially the Phar-
isees, do not eat until they have poured water over their
cupped hands,* as required by their ancient traditions.
4Similarly, they don’t eat anything from the market until
they immerse their hands* in water. This is but one of many
traditions they have clung to—such as their ceremonial
washing of cups, pitchers, and kettles.*)

5So the Pharisees and teachers of religious law asked
him, “Why don’t your disciples follow our age-old tradition?
They eat without first performing the hand-washing cere-
mony.”

6Jesus replied, “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he
prophesied about you, for he wrote,

‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.

7 Their worship is a farce,
for they teach man-made ideas as commands from

God.’*
8For you ignore God’s law and substitute your own tradi-
tion.”

9Then he said, “You skillfully sidestep God’s law in order
to hold on to your own tradition. 10For instance, Moses gave
you this law from God: ‘Honor your father and mother,’* and
‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father or mother
must be put to death.’* 11But you say it is all right for people
to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have
vowed to give to God what I would have given to you.’* 12In
this way, you let them disregard their needy parents. 13And
so you cancel the word of God in order to hand down your
own tradition. And this is only one example among many
others.”

14Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “All of
you listen,” he said, “and try to understand. 15It’s not what
goes into your body that defiles you; you are defiled by what
comes from your heart.*”

17Then Jesus went into a house to get away from the
crowd, and his disciples asked him what he meant by the
parable he had just used. 18“Don’t you understand either?”
he asked. “Can’t you see that the food you put into your body
cannot defile you? 19Food doesn’t go into your heart, but

only passes through the stomach and then goes into the
sewer.” (By saying this, he declared that every kind of food is
acceptable in God’s eyes.)

20And then he added, “It is what comes from inside that
defiles you. 21For from within, out of a person’s heart, come
evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22adultery,
greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envy, slander,
pride, and foolishness. 23All these vile things come from
within; they are what defile you.”

The Faith of a Gentile Woman
24Then Jesus left Galilee and went north to the region of
Tyre.* He didn’t want anyone to know which house he was
staying in, but he couldn’t keep it a secret. 25Right away a
woman who had heard about him came and fell at his feet.
Her little girl was possessed by an evil* spirit, 26and she
begged him to cast out the demon from her daughter.

Since she was a Gentile, born in Syrian Phoenicia, 27Jesus
told her, “First I should feed the children—my own family,
the Jews.* It isn’t right to take food from the children and
throw it to the dogs.”

28She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even the dogs under
the table are allowed to eat the scraps from the children’s
plates.”

29“Good answer!” he said. “Now go home, for the demon
has left your daughter.” 30And when she arrived home, she
found her little girl lying quietly in bed, and the demon was
gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man
31Jesus left Tyre and went up to Sidon before going back to
the Sea of Galilee and the region of the Ten Towns.* 32A
deaf man with a speech impediment was brought to him,
and the people begged Jesus to lay his hands on the man to
heal him.

33Jesus led him away from the crowd so they could be
alone. He put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then, spitting
on his own fingers, he touched the man’s tongue. 34Looking
up to heaven, he sighed and said, “Ephphatha,” which
means, “Be opened!” 35Instantly the man could hear per-
fectly, and his tongue was freed so he could speak plainly!

36Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, but the more he
told them not to, the more they spread the news. 37They
were completely amazed and said again and again, “Every-
thing he does is wonderful. He even makes the deaf to hear
and gives speech to those who cannot speak.”

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand 8

8 About this time another large crowd had gathered, and
the people ran out of food again. Jesus called his disci-

ples and told them, 2“I feel sorry for these people. They have
been here with me for three days, and they have nothing left
to eat. 3If I send them home hungry, they will faint along the
way. For some of them have come a long distance.”

4His disciples replied, “How are we supposed to find
enough food to feed them out here in the wilderness?”

5Jesus asked, “How much bread do you have?”
“Seven loaves,” they replied.
6So Jesus told all the people to sit down on the ground.

Then he took the seven loaves, thanked God for them, and
broke them into pieces. He gave them to his disciples, who
distributed the bread to the crowd. 7A few small fish were
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River, and Upper Galilee where so 
many foreigners live—there the 
people who sat in darkness have seen 
a great Light; they sat in the land of 
death, and the Light broke through 
upon them.”*
17From then on, Jesus began to preach, 

“Turn from sin and turn to God, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is near.”*

18One day as he was walking along 
the beach beside the Lake of Galilee, he 
saw two brothers—Simon, also called 
Peter, and Andrew—out in a boat* fish-
ing with a net, for they were commercial 
fishermen.

19Jesus called out, “Come along with 
me and I will show you how to fish for 
the souls of men!” 20And they left their 
nets at once and went with him.

21A little farther up the beach he saw 
two other brothers, James and John, sit-
ting in a boat with their father, Zebedee, 
mending their nets; and he called to 
them to come too. 22At once they stopped 
their work and, leaving their father be-
hind, went with him.

23Jesus traveled all through Gali-
lee teaching in the Jewish synagogues, 
everywhere preaching the Good News 
about the Kingdom of Heaven. And he 
healed every kind of sickness and dis-
ease. 24The report of his miracles spread 
far beyond the borders of Galilee so that 
sick folk were soon coming to be healed 
from as far away as Syria. And whatever 
their illness and pain, or if they were 
possessed by demons, or were insane, or 
paralyzed—he healed them all. 25Enor-
mous crowds followed him wherever he 
went—people from Galilee, and the Ten 
Cities, and Jerusalem, and from all over 
Judea, and even from across the Jordan 
River.

05 One day as the crowds were 
gathering, he went up the hill-

side with his disciples and sat down and 
taught them there.

3“Humble men are very fortunate!” he 
told them, “for the Kingdom of Heaven 

is given to them. 4Those who mourn are 
fortunate! for they shall be comforted. 
5The meek and lowly are fortunate! for 
the whole wide world belongs to them.

6“Happy are those who long to be just 
and good, for they shall be completely 
satisfied. 7Happy are the kind and mer-
ciful, for they shall be shown mercy. 
8Happy are those whose hearts are pure, 
for they shall see God. 9Happy are those 
who strive for peace—they shall be called 
the sons of God. 10Happy are those who 
are persecuted because they are good, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

11“When you are reviled and perse-
cuted and lied about because you are 
my followers—wonderful! 12Be happy 
about it! Be very glad! for a tremendous 
reward awaits you up in heaven. And re-
member, the ancient prophets were per-
secuted too.

13“You are the world’s seasoning, to 
make it tolerable. If you lose your fla-
vor, what will happen to the world? 
And you yourselves will be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot as worthless. 
14You are the world’s light—a city on a 
hill, glowing in the night for all to see. 
15-16Don’t hide your light! Let it shine for 
all; let your good deeds glow for all to 
see, so that they will praise your heav-
enly Father.

17“Don’t misunderstand why I have 
come—it isn’t to cancel the laws of 
 Moses and the warnings of the proph-
ets. No, I came to fulfill them and to 
make them all come true. 18With all the 
earnestness I have I say: Every law in the 
Book will continue until its purpose is 
achieved.* 19And so if anyone breaks the 
least commandment and teaches others 
to, he shall be the least in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. But those who teach God’s 
laws and obey them shall be great in the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

20“But I warn you—unless your good-
ness* is greater than that of the Phari-
sees and other Jewish leaders, you can’t 
get into the Kingdom of Heaven at all!

21“Under the laws of Moses the rule 
was, ‘If you murder, you must die.’ 22But I 

4:15-16 broke through upon them, see Isaiah 9:1-2.  4:17 is near, or “is at hand,” or “has arrived.”  4:18 out in a boat, implied.  
5:18 until its purpose is achieved, literally, “until all things be accomplished.”  5:20 goodness, literally, “righteousness.”  
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01 Catholic Holy Bible Reader’s Edition / NLT

2:17 Or “Concern for God’s house will be my undoing.” Ps 69:9.  3:3 Or born from above; also in 3:7.  3:5 Or and 
spirit. The Greek word for Spirit can also be translated wind; see 3:8.  3:6 Greek what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  
3:7 The Greek word for you is plural; also in 3:12.  3:13 Some manuscripts add who lives in heaven. “Son of Man” 
is a title Jesus used for himself.  

12
 After the wedding he went to Ca per-

na um for a few days with his mother, his 
brothers, and his disciples.

Jesus Clears the Temple
13

 It was nearly time for the Jew ish Passover 
celebration, so  Jesus went to Je ru sa lem. 14

 In 
the Temple area he saw merchants selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves for sacrifices; he also 
saw dealers at tables exchanging foreign 
money. 15

  Jesus made a whip from some ropes 
and chased them all out of the Temple. He 
drove out the sheep and cattle, scattered the 
money changers’ coins over the floor, and 
turned over their tables. 16

 Then, going over 
to the people who sold doves, he told them, 
“Get these things out of here. Stop turning 
my Father’s house into a market-place!”

17
 Then his disciples remembered this 

prophecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for 
God’s house will consume me.”*

18
 But the Jew ish leaders demanded, 

“What are you doing? If God gave you 
authority to do this, show us a miraculous 
sign to prove it.”

19
 “All right,”  Jesus replied. “Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”
20

 “What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken 
 forty-  six years to build this Temple, and 
you can rebuild it in three days?” 21

 But 
when  Jesus said “this temple,” he meant 
his own body. 22

 After he was raised from 

the dead, his disciples remembered he had 
said this, and they believed both the Scrip-
tures and what  Jesus had said.

Jesus and Nicodemus
23

 Because of the miraculous signs  Jesus did 
in Je ru sa lem at the Passover celebration, 
many began to trust in him. 24

 But  Jesus 
 didn’t trust them, because he knew all 
about people. 25

 No one needed to tell him 
about human nature, for he knew what 
was in each person’s heart.

3 There was a man named Nic o de mus, a 
Jew ish religious leader who was a Phar-

i see. 2
 After dark one evening, he came to 

speak with  Jesus. “Rab bi,” he said, “we all 
know that God has sent you to teach us. 
Your miraculous signs are evidence that 
God is with you.”

3
  Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless 

you are born again,* you cannot see the 
Kingdom of God.”

4
 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nic o-

de mus. “How can an old man go back into 
his mother’s womb and be born again?”

5
  Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can 

enter the Kingdom of God without being 
born of water and the Spirit.* 6 Humans can 
reproduce only human life, but the Holy 
Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.* 7

 So  don’t 
be surprised when I say, ‘You* must be born 
again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. 
Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell 
where it  comes from or where it is going, 
so you can’t explain how people are born 
of the Spirit.”

9
 “How are these things possible?” Nic o-

de mus asked.
10

  Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jew-
ish teacher, and yet you  don’t understand 
these things? 11

 I assure you, we tell you what 
we know and have seen, and yet you won’t 
believe our testimony. 12

 But if you  don’t 
believe me when I tell you about earthly 
things, how can you possibly believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things? 13

 No one has 
ever gone to heaven and returned. But the 
Son of Man* has come down from heaven. 
14

 And as  Moses lifted up the bronze snake 

He drove out the sheep and cattle . . . and turned 
over their tables. (John 2:15)
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Catholic Holy Bible Reader’s Edition / NLT

The Catholic Edition of the Holy Bible, New Living 
Translation, has been approved by the Catholic church 
for personal reading and study. It includes the 
deuterocanonical books along with book introductions 
and line-art illustrations of key passages. 

The Living Bible / Large Print / Black & Red Letter Editions

The Living Bible 

The Living Bible is also available in a Large Print indexed edition. Features include a Bible reading plan, four-color 
maps, topical concordance, presentation page, and large-print thumb tab indexing. The uncluttered, two-column 
format and large text make for easy reading.
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Pkg. Pgs. # Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Bilingual Bible / Biblia 
bilingüe NLT–NTV

Hardcover, Blue 8.5 978-1-4964-4382-3 $27.99 Silver O-Wrap 1904 12 6 x 9

02 Bilingual Bible / Biblia 
bilingüe NLT–NTV

Hardcover, Gray 8.5 978-1-4964-3155-4 $27.99 Gold O-Wrap 1904 12 6 x 9

03 Bilingual Bible / Biblia 
bilingüe NLT–NTV

LeatherLike, Brown 8.5 978-1-4964-4383-0 $34.99 Gold O-Wrap 1904 12 6 x 9

04 Bilingual Bible / Biblia 
bilingüe NLT–NTV

LeatherLike, Black 8.5 978-1-4964-3157-8 $34.99 Silver O-Wrap 1904 12 6 x 9

05 Bilingual Bible / Biblia 
bilingüe NLT–NTV

LeatherLike, Pearl 8.5 978-1-4964-3156-1 $34.99 Gold O-Wrap 1904 12 6 x 9

(Above) Hardcover O-Wrap 

0201 04

NEW LIVING TRANSLATION

so that their eyes cannot see,
and their hearts cannot understand,

and they cannot turn to me
and have me heal them.”*

41 Isa iah was referring to  Jesus when he said this, 
because he saw the future and spoke of the Mes
siah’s glory. 42 Many people did believe in him, how
ever, including some of the Jew ish leaders. But they 
wouldn’t admit it for fear that the Phar i sees would 
expel them from the synagogue. 43 For they loved 
human praise more than the praise of God.

44  Jesus shouted to the crowds, “If you trust me, 
you are trusting not only me, but also God who sent 
me. 45 For when you see me, you are seeing the one 
who sent me. 46 I have come as a light to shine in this 
dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will 
no longer remain in the dark. 47 I will not judge those 
who hear me but don’t obey me, for I have come to 
save the world and not to judge it. 48 But all who re
ject me and my message will be judged on the day of 
judgment by the truth I have spoken. 49 I don’t speak 
on my own authority. The Father who sent me has 
commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50 And 
I know his commands lead to eternal life; so I say 
whatever the Father tells me to say.”

Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet

13 Before the Passover celebration,  Jesus knew 
that his hour had come to leave this world 

and return to his Father. He had loved his disciples 
during his ministry on earth, and now he loved 
them to the very end.* 2 It was time for supper, and 
the devil had already prompted Ju das,* son of Si
mon Iscariot, to betray  Jesus. 3  Jesus knew that the 
Father had given him authority over every thing 
and that he had come from God and would re
turn to God. 4 So he got up from the table, took off 
his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 5 and 
poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash 
the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he 
had around him.

6 When  Jesus came to Si mon Pe ter, Pe ter said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

7  Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I 
am doing, but someday you will.”

8 “No,” Pe ter protested, “you will never ever wash 
my feet!”

 Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong 
to me.”

9 Si mon Pe ter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands 
and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!”

10  Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over 
does not need to wash, except for the feet,* to be 
entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not 

NUEVA TRADUCCIÓN VIVIENTE

para que sus ojos no puedan ver
y su corazón no pueda entender

y ellos no puedan volver a mí
para que yo los sane»*.

41 Isaías se refería a  Jesús cuando dijo esas palabras, 
porque vio el futuro y habló de la gloria del  Mesías. 
42 Sin embargo, hubo muchos que sí creyeron en él 
—entre ellos algunos líderes judíos—, pero no lo ad
mitían por temor a que los fariseos los expulsaran 
de la sinagoga, 43 porque amaban más la aprobación 
humana que la aprobación de  Dios.

44  Jesús le gritó a la multitud: «Si confían en mí, no 
confían solo en mí, sino también en  Dios, quien me 
envió. 45 Pues, cuando me ven a mí, están viendo al 
que me envió. 46 Yo he venido como una luz para bri
llar en este mundo de oscuridad, a fin de que todos 
los que pongan su confianza en mí no queden más 
en la oscuridad. 47 No voy a juzgar a los que me oyen 
pero no me obedecen, porque he venido para salvar 
al mundo y no para juzgarlo. 48 Pero todos los que me 
rechazan a mí y rechazan mi mensaje serán juzgados 
el día del juicio por la verdad que yo he hablado. 49 Yo 
no hablo con autoridad propia; el  Padre, quien me 
envió, me ha ordenado qué decir y cómo decirlo. 50 Y 
sé que sus mandatos llevan a la vida eterna; por eso 
digo todo lo que el  Padre me indica que diga».

Jesús lava los pies a sus discípulos

13 Antes de la celebración de la Pascua,  Jesús 
sabía que había llegado su momento para 

dejar este mundo y regresar a su  Padre. Había amado 
a sus discípulos durante el ministerio que realizó en 
la  tierra y ahora los amó hasta el final.* 2 Era la hora 
de cenar, y el diablo ya había incitado a Judas, hijo 
de Simón Iscariote, para que traicionara* a  Jesús. 
3  Jesús sabía que el  Padre le había dado autoridad 
sobre todas las cosas y que había venido de  Dios y 
regresaría a  Dios. 4 Así que se levantó de la mesa, se 
quitó el manto, se ató una toalla a la cintura 5 y echó 
agua en un recipiente. Luego comenzó a lavarles los 
pies a los discípulos y a secárselos con la toalla que 
tenía en la cintura.

6 Cuando se acercó a Simón Pedro, este le dijo:
— Señor, ¿tú me vas a lavar los pies a mí?
7  Jesús contestó:
—Ahora no entiendes lo que hago, pero algún día 

lo entenderás.
8 —¡No! —protestó Pedro—. ¡Jamás me lavarás los 

pies!
—Si no te lavo —respondió  Jesús—, no vas a per

tenecerme.
9 —¡Entonces, lávame también las manos y la ca

beza,  Señor, no solo los pies! —exclamó Simón Pedro.
10  Jesús respondió:
—Una persona que se ha bañado bien no necesita 

lavarse más que los pies* para estar completamente 
limpia. Y ustedes, discípulos, están limpios, aunque 
no todos.
12:40 Is 6:10.  13:1 O ahora les mostró toda la plenitud de su amor.  
13:2 O el diablo ya se había propuesto que Judas, hijo de Simón Iscariote, 
traicionara.  13:10 Algunos manuscritos no incluyen más que los pies.  

12:40 Isa 6:10.  13:1 Or he showed them the full extent of his love.  
13:2 Or the devil had already intended for Judas.  13:10 Some 
manuscripts do not include except for the feet.  
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Bilingual Bible / Biblia bilingüe / NLT–NTV

0503

Bilingual Bible / Biblia bilingüe / NLT–NTV

The Bilingual Bible / Biblia bilingüe contains the text of the New Living Translation in English and the Nueva 
Traducción Viviente in Spanish in a parallel format. These two modern translations present God’s Word accurately and 
faithfully in warm, inviting, and easy-to-understand language that will speak straight to your heart. This edition also 
includes a presentation page, a 365-day reading plan, a table of weights and measures, and full-color maps.
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# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

Hardcover 8.75 978-1-4143-1478-5 $39.99 White O-Wrap 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

02 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

Hardcover Indexed 8.75 978-1-4143-9819-8 $49.99 White O-Wrap 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

03 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

Hardcover Cloth, Gray 8.75 978-1-4964-3546-0 $59.99 Gold ✓ Slipcase  
w/ O-Wrap

2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

04 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

Hardcover Cloth, Gray 
Indexed

8.75 978-1-4964-3549-1 $69.99 Gold ✓ Slipcase  
w/ O-Wrap

2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

05 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike, Gray/Green 8.75 978-1-4964-3544-6 $69.99 Gold ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

06 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike, Gray/Green 
Indexed

8.75 978-1-4964-3547-7 $79.99 Gold ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

07 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike, Blue/Tan 8.75 978-1-4964-3545-3 $69.99 Gold ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

08 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike, Blue/Tan 
Indexed

8.75 978-1-4964-3548-4 $79.99 Gold ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

09 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike TuTone, 
Brown/Tan

8.75 978-1-4143-1481-5 $69.99 Gold ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

10 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike TuTone, 
Brown/Tan Indexed

8.75 978-1-4143-1482-2 $79.99 Gold ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

11 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike TuTone,  
Pink/Brown

8.75 978-1-4964-0770-2 $69.99 Silver ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

12 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike TuTone,  
Pink/Brown Indexed

8.75 978-1-4964-0771-9 $79.99 Silver ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

13 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

Bonded Leather, Black 8.75 978-1-4143-1479-2 $69.99 Silver ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

14 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

Bonded Leather, Black 
Indexed

8.75 978-1-4143-1480-8 $79.99 Silver ✓ Box 2512 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

01, 02 03, 04 05, 06 07, 08 09, 10

Biblia de estudio del diario vivir / NTV

13, 1411, 12

(Top) Hardcover O-Wrap

(Above) Hardcover Cloth Slipcase with 
O-Wrap

Biblia de estudio del diario vivir™ [Life Application® Study Bible] / NTV

A favorite for many years, the Biblia de estudio del diario vivir continues to be one of the bestselling study Bibles 
available today. This edition contains the clear and understandable text of the Nueva Traducción Viviente. With 
nearly 10,000 notes and hundreds of maps and charts, this Bible incorporates current scholarship in answering real-
life questions. More than 100 biographical profiles highlight key Bible characters, and each book is accompanied by 
an introduction, outline, timeline, and vital statistics to help the reader gain a deeper understanding of the context in 
which the Scriptures were written. It also includes cross-references, an extensive NTV concordance, words of Christ 
in red, full-color maps, a presentation page, and resources for Christian workers. 
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# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
letra grande

Hardcover Cloth, 
Gray

10.36 978-1-4964-4024-2 $69.99 Gold ✓ Slipcase  
w/ O-Wrap

2512 6 73⁄4 x 107⁄8 ✓

02 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
letra grande

Hardcover Cloth, 
Gray Indexed

10.36 978-1-4964-4025-9 $79.99 Gold ✓ Slipcase  
w/ O-Wrap

2512 6 73⁄4 x 107⁄8 ✓

03 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
letra grande

LeatherLike, 
Burgundy/Rose

10.36 978-1-4964-4022-8 $79.99 Silver ✓ Box 2512 6 73⁄4 x 107⁄8 ✓

04 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
letra grande

LeatherLike, 
Burgundy/Rose 
Indexed

10.36 978-1-4964-4023-5 $89.99 Silver ✓ Box 2512 6 73⁄4 x 107⁄8 ✓

05 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
letra grande

LeatherLike, Black 10.36 978-1-4964-1974-3 $79.99 Silver ✓ Box 2512 6 73⁄4 x 107⁄8 ✓

06 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
letra grande

LeatherLike, Black 
Indexed

10.36 978-1-4964-1976-7 $89.99 Silver ✓ Box 2512 6 73⁄4 x 107⁄8 ✓

07 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
letra grande

LeatherLike, Brown/
Tan 

10.36 978-1-4964-1975-0 $79.99 Gold ✓ Box 2512 6 73⁄4 x 107⁄8 ✓

08 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
letra grande

LeatherLike, Brown/
Tan Indexed

10.36 978-1-4964-1977-4 $89.99 Gold ✓ Box 2512 6 73⁄4 x 107⁄8 ✓

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
tamaño personal

Softcover 7.5 978-1-4964-4074-7 $27.99 White O-Wrap 2512 12 51⁄4 x 77⁄8 ✓

02 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
tamaño personal

Hardcover 7.5 978-1-4964-4073-0 $32.99 White O-Wrap 2512 12 51⁄4 x 77⁄8 ✓

03 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
tamaño personal

LeatherLike, Tan 7.5 978-1-4964-4076-1 $49.99 Gold ✓ O-Wrap 2512 12 51⁄4 x 77⁄8 ✓

04 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, 
tamaño personal

LeatherLike, Black 7.5 978-1-4964-4075-4 $49.99 Silver ✓ O-Wrap 2512 12 51⁄4 x 77⁄8 ✓

(Above) LeatherLike Box

Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, letra grande / NTV05, 0601, 02 07, 0803, 04

Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, tamaño personal / NTV01, 02 03 04

(Above) LeatherLike O-Wrap

The Biblia de estudio del diario vivir continues to be one of the most popular study Bibles available today. 
With nearly 10,000 completely updated notes and hundreds of maps and charts, this Bible incorporates today’s 
top scholarship in answering your real-life questions. This Large Print Edition offers a generous font size for a 
comfortable reading experience. 

The Biblia de estudio del diario vivir has been a favorite for many years and continues to be today's #1–selling 
study Bible. This Bible resource incorporates today's top scholarship in answering your real-life questions.  
It includes nearly 10,000 Life Application notes and features designed to help readers apply God's truth to 
everyday life. It contains the clear and understandable text of the Nueva Traducción Viviente and it’s now 
available in this Personal Size Edition.

Biblia de estudio del diario vivir™, letra grande 
[Life Application® Study Bible, Large Print] / NTV

Biblia de estudio del diario vivir™, tamaño personal 
[Life Application® Study Bible, Personal Size] / NTV
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# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Biblia de estudio del  
diario vivir, letra grande

Hardcover 11 978-1-4964-3666-5 $49.99 White O-Wrap 2944 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

02 Biblia de estudio del  
diario vivir, letra grande

Hardcover, Indexed 11 978-1-4964-3667-2 $59.99 White O-Wrap 2944 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

03 Biblia de estudio del  
diario vivir, letra grande

LeatherLike, Black/Onyx 11 978-1-4964-3668-9 $79.99 Gold ✓ Box 2944 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

04 Biblia de estudio del  
diario vivir, letra grande

LeatherLike, Black/Onyx 
Indexed

11 978-1-4964-3669-6 $89.99 Gold ✓ Box 2944 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

05 Biblia de estudio del  
diario vivir, letra grande

LeatherLike, Brown/Tan 11 978-1-4964-3670-2 $79.99 Gold ✓ Box 2944 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

06 Biblia de estudio del  
diario vivir, letra grande

LeatherLike, Brown/Tan 
Indexed

11 978-1-4964-3671-9 $89.99 Gold ✓ Box 2944 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

Hardcover, Burgundy 8.75 978-1-4964-1125-9 $39.99 White O-Wrap 2224 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

02 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

Hardcover, Burgundy 
Indexed

8.75 978-1-4964-1126-6 $49.99 White O-Wrap 2224 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

03 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike, Black/Onyx 8.75 978-1-4964-1129-7 $69.99 Silver ✓ Box 2224 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

04 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike, Black/Onyx 
Indexed

8.75 978-1-4964-1130-3 $79.99 Silver ✓ Box 2224 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

05 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike, Brown/Tan 8.75 978-1-4964-1127-3 $69.99 Gold ✓ Box 2224 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

06 Biblia de estudio del 
diario vivir

LeatherLike, Brown/Tan 
Indexed

8.75 978-1-4964-1128-0 $79.99 Gold ✓ Box 2224 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

01, 02 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir, letra grande / RVR6003, 04 05, 06

01, 02 Biblia de estudio del diario vivir / RVR6003, 04 05, 06

(Above) LeatherLike Box

(Above) Hardcover O-Wrap

Biblia de estudio del diario vivir™, letra grande
[Life Application® Study Bible, Large Print] / RVR60

The Biblia de estudio del diario vivir has been one of the most popular study Bibles for many years, and it is 
now available in the completely revised and updated RVR60 edition. This Large Print Edition offers a great 
reading experience.

Biblia de estudio del diario vivir™ [Life Application® Study Bible] / RVR60

The Biblia de estudio del diario vivir RVR60 has been completely revised and updated with a more attractive 
layout, more notes and profiles, additional resources to equip Christian workers to prepare Bible studies and 
sermons, an extensive RVR60 concordance, and 16 pages of full-color maps.



N
A

V
P

R
E

S
S

S
T

U
D

Y
T

E
X

T
S

PA
N

IS
H

Y
O

U
T

H
B

IB
LE 

JO
U

R
N

A
LIN

G
A

U
D

IO
S

C
R

IP
T

U
R

E 
P

O
R

T
IO

N
S

D
E

V
O

T
IO

N
A

L
R

E
FE

R
E

N
C

ESPANISH 53

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Biblia Renacer Hardcover, Blue 9 978-1-4143-8808-3 $39.99 White O-Wrap 1888 10 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

# Descrip.
Cover 
Material

Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter
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1:4 Dios quedó complacido con su creación y dijo que era buena. Cada vez que Dios diseñaba 
y creaba algo, hacía una pausa para darle su sello de aprobación (1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). 
Muchos de nuestros problemas y dependencias resultan del abuso de la creación buena de Dios. 
A veces la recuperación requiere que reconozcamos las cosas buenas que hemos abusado y que 
aprendamos a disfrutarlas de acuerdo a la intención de Dios.

TEMAS DE RECUPERACIÓN
Una creación buena: Todo en la creación fue descrito como bueno, excepto el hecho de que Adán estaba 
solo. El aislamiento de Adán es lo único en los primeros dos capítulos de Génesis que Dios consideró un 
problema. Entonces, después de crearle una pareja, Dios estuvo satisfecho con toda su creación. Debido a 
que estaba contento con lo que había creado, se mantuvo involucrado incluso después de que Adán y Eva 
lo desobedecieron. De hecho, desde que la humanidad pecó, Dios ha estado trabajando para enmendar la 
situación. El pecado siempre nos aleja de Dios y distorsiona la manera que él deseaba que fuéramos cuando 
nos creó. Sin embargo, la recuperación siempre implica progresar hacia el ideal que Dios diseñó desde un 
comienzo para la humanidad. Conforme avanzamos en la recuperación, participamos en la obra que Dios 
está haciendo de recrear nuestro mundo caído.

Un mundo arruinado: La desobediencia de Adán y Eva afectó a toda la creación de Dios. El mundo ideal del 
jardín de Edén se perdió para siempre y la vida se convirtió en una lucha. Nuestros vanos esfuerzos por evitar las 
realidades de un mundo arruinado nos han llevado hacia todo tipo de comportamiento destructivo. La recupe-
ración empieza cuando enfrentamos directamente las realidades desagradables de nuestro mundo: las luchas y 
las dificultades que nos afectan diariamente. Entonces habremos comenzado el camino hacia la recuperación y 
entrado en el campo espiritual donde se llevan a cabo las batallas para recobrar lo que se ha perdido.

Promesas de restauración: Génesis nos presenta una serie de «nuevos comienzos» que surgen de la ruina 
causada por el pecado. Cuando la humanidad pecó en Edén, Dios prometió esperanza y sanidad cuando se 
dirigió a la serpiente y le dijo que el descendiente de la mujer le golpearía la cabeza. Cuando la mayoría de 
las personas continuaron viviendo en desobediencia, Dios juzgó su pecado con el diluvio, pero después nue-
vamente prometió victoria y confirmó su promesa con el arco iris. Cuando la gente rechazó otra vez a Dios 
y construyó una gran torre como monumento a su soberbia, Dios confundió su idioma y fragmentó aún 
más a la sociedad. Tiempo después Dios eligió a un hombre llamado Abram y prometió bendecir a todas las 
naciones del mundo por medio de sus descendientes. Cada vez que el pecado humano resultaba en ruina, 
Dios prometía victoria y restauración.

Esperanza de reconciliación: Cuando las personas comenzaron a experimentar las terribles consecuencias 
de su desobediencia, Dios no las abandonó para que se ingeniaran un plan de recuperación por su propia 
cuenta, ni les mandó una larga lista de principios y reglas para que arreglaran sus relaciones dañadas. Más 
bien, Dios siempre trabajó con las personas de una manera íntima para llevarlas por un proceso de recu-
peración. A medida que nos involucramos en el proceso de recuperación, nos damos cuenta de que es un 
asunto relacional. Requiere que busquemos reconciliarnos con las personas cercanas a nosotros, incluido 
Dios. En Génesis, Dios demostró esto una y otra vez: escogió a ciertos individuos y trabajó pacientemente 
en la vida de ellos para reconciliarlos consigo mismo y con sus prójimos.

CAPÍTULO 1
El relato de la creación

En el principio,  Dios creó los cielos y la 
tierra.* 2

 La  tierra no tenía forma y estaba 
vacía, y la oscuridad cubría las aguas profun-
das; y el  Espíritu de  Dios se movía en el aire 
sobre la superficie de las aguas.

3
 Entonces Dios dijo: «Que haya luz»; 

y hubo luz. 4
 Y Dios vio que la luz 

era buena. Luego separó la luz de la 
oscuridad. 5

 Dios llamó a la luz «día» 
y a la oscuridad «noche».

Y pasó la tarde y llegó la mañana, así 
se cumplió el primer día.

6
 Entonces Dios dijo: «Que haya un espacio 

entre las aguas, para separar las aguas de 
los cielos de las aguas de la tierra»; 7

 y eso 
fue lo que sucedió. Dios formó ese espacio 
para separar las aguas de la tierra de 
las aguas de los cielos 8

 y Dios llamó al 
espacio «cielo».

Y pasó la tarde y llegó la mañana, así se 
cumplió el segundo día.

1:1 O En el principio, cuando Dios creó los cielos y la tierra, . . . o Cuando Dios comenzó a crear los cielos y la tierra, . . . 
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TEMAS SOBRE RECUPERACIÓN
Una creación buena: En la creación todo se describe como bueno, salvo el hecho de la soledad de Adán.
En efecto, el aislamiento de Adán es lo único, en los primeros dos capítulos de Génesis, que Dios consideró
un problema. Cuando creó una compañera para el hombre, Dios quedó complacido con todo lo que
había creado. Dado que quedó complacido con lo que creó, Dios permaneció involucrado, aun después
que Adán y Eva lo desobedecieron. En efecto, desde la caída, Dios ha estado siempre viendo el modo de
rectificar las cosas. Nuestra pecaminosidad siempre nos aleja de Dios y tergiversa lo que debimos ser como 
creación de Dios. Pero la recuperación siempre comprende el crecimiento hacia el ideal de Dios en cuanto
a la humanidad. Cuando progresamos en la recuperación, participamos en la recreación divina de nuestro
mundo caído.

Un mundo arruinado: La desobediencia de Adán y Eva afectó a toda la creación de Dios. El mundo idílico
del huerto desapareció para siempre y la vida se convirtió en una lucha. Nuestros inútiles intentos por
evitar las realidades de un mundo arruinado nos han llevado a toda clase de conductas destructivas. La
recuperación comienza cuando decididamente enfrentamos las realidades de un mundo quebrantado que
es el nuestro: sus diarias luchas y penurias. Cuando hayamos hecho esto, habremos iniciado el camino de
la recuperación. Habremos entrado en la arena espiritual donde se libran los combates para recobrar lo
que se ha perdido. 

Promesas de restauración: El libro de Génesis nos presenta una serie de «nuevos comienzos» que surgen
de la ruina de nuestra pecaminosidad. En la caída original, Dios nos prometió esperanza y sanación
cuando dijo a la serpiente que la simiente de la mujer le aplastaría la cabeza. Cuando la gente en general
continuó en desobediencia, Dios les envió el diluvio como castigo. Después del diluvio, Dios nuevamente
prometió la victoria y confirmó la promesa con un arco iris. Entonces la gente nuevamente rechazó a Dios
al construir una gran torre como un monumento a su soberbia. Dios confundió sus lenguas, y fragmentó
aún más la sociedad. Entonces Dios eligió a un hombre llamado Abram y prometió bendecir a todas las
naciones de la tierra por medio de su descendencia. Cada vez que el pecado humano traía ruina, Dios
prometía victoria y restauración.

Esperanza de reconciliación: Cuando la gente comenzó a sufrir las terribles consecuencias del pecado, Dios 
no los abandonó a que imaginasen un plan de recuperación por sí solos; tampoco les dio una lista de
principios o reglas para seguir y reparar sus relaciones dañadas. Al contrario, Dios siempre obró en la gente 
en un plano muy personal en el proceso de recuperación. Cuando entramos en el proceso de
recuperación, descubrimos que es de naturaleza relacional. Requiere que procuremos reconciliarnos con
las personas cercanas a nosotros, y esto incluye a Dios. En Génesis, Dios nos da modelos de este patrón
repetidas veces. Eligió a ciertos individuos y obró pacientemente en sus vidas, y los reconcilió consigo y
con las personas que los rodeaban.

La creación

1 1 En el principio creó Dios los cielos y la tie rra.
2 Y la tie rra es ta ba de sor de na da y va cía, y las

tinieblas es taban so bre la faz del abismo, y el Espí -
ritu de Dios se movía sobre la faz de las aguas.

3 Y dijo Dios: Sea la luz;a y fue la luz.
4 Y vio Dios que la luz era bue na; y se paró Dios la
luz de las ti nieblas.
5 Y lla mó Dios a la luz Día, y a las ti nieblas lla mó
Noche. Y fue la tar de y la ma ñana un día.

6 Luego dijo Dios: Haya ex pansión en medio de
las aguas, y se pare las aguas de las aguas.
7 E hizo Dios la ex pansión, y se paró las aguas que
estaban debajo de la expansión, de las aguas que
estaban so bre la ex pansión. Y fue así.
8 Y lla mó Dios a la expansión Cie los.b Y fue la tar -
de y la ma ñana el día se gundo.

9 Dijo tam bién Dios: Jún tense las aguas que es -
tán de bajo de los cie los en un lu gar, y des cúbrase
lo seco. Y fue así.
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1.4 Dios quedó complacido con la creación. Declaró que era buena. Se detuvo varias veces para dar su
aprobación a lo que había diseñado y creado (1.4-5, 9-10, 11-12, 18, 21-22, 25, 31). Muchos de nuestros
problemas y dependencias son el resultado del mal uso de la buena creación de Dios. La recuperación a
veces consiste en el descubrimiento de las buenas cosas que hemos usado mal y en aprender a disfrutarlas
en la forma que Dios se propuso.

1.3 a 2 Co. 4.6. 1.6-8 b 2 P. 3.5.
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maestro de ceremonias». Así que los sirvientes 
siguieron sus indicaciones.

9
 Cuando el maestro de ceremonias probó 

el agua que ahora era vino, sin saber de dónde 
provenía (aunque, por supuesto, los sirvientes sí 
lo sabían), mandó a llamar al novio. 10

 «Un anfi-
trión siempre sirve el mejor vino primero — le 
dijo —, y una vez que todos han bebido bastante, 
comienza a ofrecer el vino más barato. ¡Pero tú 
has guardado el mejor vino hasta ahora!».

11
 Esta señal milagrosa en Caná de Galilea 

marcó la primera vez que  Jesús reveló su gloria. 
Y sus discípulos creyeron en él.

12
 Después de la boda, se fue unos días a 

Capernaúm con su madre, sus hermanos y sus 
discípulos.

Jesús despeja el templo
13

 Se acercaba la fecha de la celebración de la 
Pascua judía, así que  Jesús fue a Jerusalén. 14

 Vio 
que en la zona del templo había unos comer-
ciantes que vendían ganado, ovejas y palomas 
para los sacrificios; vio a otros que estaban 
en sus mesas cambiando dinero extranjero. 
15

  Jesús se hizo un látigo con unas cuerdas y 
expulsó a todos del templo. Echó las ovejas y 
el ganado, arrojó por el suelo las monedas de 
los cambistas y les volteó las mesas. 16

 Luego 
se dirigió a los que vendían palomas y les dijo: 
«Saquen todas esas cosas de aquí. ¡Dejen de 
convertir la casa de mi  Padre en un mercado!».

17
 Entonces sus discípulos recordaron la pro-

fecía de las Escrituras que dice: «El celo por la 
casa de  Dios me consumirá»*.

18
 Pero los líderes judíos exigieron:

— ¿Qué estás haciendo? Si  Dios te dio auto-
ridad para hacer esto, muéstranos una señal 
milagrosa que lo compruebe.

19
 — De acuerdo — contestó  Jesús —. Destru-

yan este templo y en tres días lo levantaré.
20

 — ¡Qué dices! — exclamaron —. Tardaron 
cuarenta y seis años en construir este templo, 
¿y tú puedes reconstruirlo en tres días?

21
 Pero cuando  Jesús dijo «este templo», se 

refería a su propio cuerpo. 22
 Después que resu-

citó de los muertos, sus discípulos recordaron 
que había dicho esto y creyeron en las Escritu-
ras y también en lo que  Jesús había dicho.

Jesús y Nicodemo
23

 Debido a las señales milagrosas que  Jesús 
hizo en Jerusalén durante la celebración de la 
Pascua, muchos comenzaron a confiar en él; 
24

 pero  Jesús no confiaba en ellos porque cono-

cía todo acerca de las personas. 25
 No hacía falta 

que nadie le dijera sobre la naturaleza humana, 
pues él sabía lo que había en el corazón de cada 
persona.

C A P Í T U L O  3
Había un hombre llamado Nicodemo, un 

líder religioso judío, de los fariseos. 2
 Una 

noche, fue a hablar con  Jesús:
— Rabí* — le dijo —, todos sabemos que  Dios 

te ha enviado para enseñarnos. Las señales mi-
lagrosas que haces son la prueba de que  Dios 
está contigo.

3
  Jesús le respondió:

— Te digo la verdad, a menos que nazcas de 
nuevo,* no puedes ver el reino de  Dios.

4
 — ¿Qué quieres decir? — exclamó Nico-

demo —. ¿Cómo puede un hombre mayor vol-
ver al vientre de su madre y nacer de nuevo?

5
  Jesús le contestó:

— Te digo la verdad, nadie puede entrar 
en el reino de  Dios si no nace de agua y del 
Espíritu.* 6 El ser humano solo puede reprodu-
cir la vida humana, pero la vida espiritual nace 
del  Espíritu  Santo.* 7

 Así que no te sorprendas 
cuando digo: “Tienen que nacer de nuevo”. 8 El 
viento sopla hacia donde quiere. De la misma 
manera que oyes el viento pero no sabes de 
dónde viene ni adónde va, tampoco puedes 
explicar cómo las personas nacen del Espíritu.

9
 — ¿Cómo es posible todo esto? — preguntó 

Nicodemo.
10

  Jesús le contestó:
— ¿Tú eres un respetado maestro judío y aún 

no entiendes estas cosas? 11
 Te aseguro que 

les contamos lo que sabemos y hemos visto, y 
ustedes todavía se niegan a creer nuestro testi-
monio. 12

 Ahora bien, si no me creen cuando les 
hablo de cosas terrenales, ¿cómo creerán si les 
hablo de cosas celestiales? 13

 Nadie jamás fue al 
cielo y regresó, pero el  Hijo del  Hombre* bajó 
del cielo. 14

 Y, así como  Moisés levantó la ser-
piente de bronce en un poste en el desierto, así 
deberá ser levantado el  Hijo del  Hombre, 15

 para 
que todo el que crea en él tenga vida eterna.*

16
 »Pues  Dios amó tanto al mundo que dio* 

a su único  Hijo, para que todo el que crea en él 
no se pierda, sino que tenga vida eterna. 17

  Dios 
no envió a su  Hijo al mundo para condenar al 
mundo, sino para salvarlo por medio de él.

18
 »No hay condenación para todo el que cree 

en él, pero todo el que no cree en él ya ha sido 
condenado por no haber creído en el único 
 Hijo de  Dios. 19

 Esta condenación se basa en el 
2:17 O «La preocupación por la casa de Dios será mi ruina». Sal 69:9.  3:2 Rabí, del arameo, significa «amo» o «maestro»; 
también en 3:26.  3:3 O de lo alto; también en 3:7.  3:5 O y espíritu. La palabra griega que se usa para Espíritu también 
puede traducirse viento; ver 3:8.  3:6 En griego pero lo que nace del Espíritu es espíritu.  3:13 Algunos manuscritos 
agregan quien vive en el cielo. «Hijo del Hombre» es un título que Jesús empleaba para referirse a sí mismo.  3:15 O todo 
el que crea tenga vida eterna en él.  3:16 O Pues así es cómo Dios amó al mundo: dio.  
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The Edición clásica, letra gigante has the elegant look and feel of a traditional Bible together with the warm, 
inviting, and easy-to-understand language of the NTV text. The giant font size makes the reading experience a 
very pleasant one. This edition is also ideal for pulpit readings. Features include book introductions, words of 
Christ in red, a concordance, color maps, two ribbon markers, and a presentation page.

Edición zíper con referencias, letra grande 
[Large Print Zipper Edition with References] / NTV

The Edición zíper con referencias, letra grande contains a word-study system and dictionary for tracing 200 key 
Hebrew and Greek terms through Scripture, as well as center-column cross-references, a concordance, and full-
color maps. This edition also includes a presentation page, red letter, large print text, and a contemporary and 
durable cover with zipper closure.
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Indexed
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[Legacy Edition, Large Print]

Calfskin Leather 
TuTone, Black/Brown

9.5 978-1-4143-6837-5 $99.99 Gold ✓ Box 1344 16 61⁄2 x 93⁄16 ✓

Edición de referencia ultrafina, letra grande 
[Large Print Slimline Center Column Reference Edition] / NTV

Edición de referencia ultrafina 
[Slimline Center Column Reference Edition] / NTV

The Edición de referencia ultrafina contains a center-column cross-reference and word-study system with a 
Hebrew/Greek dictionary and index, as well as a concordance and full-color maps. It is presented in an elegant 
design with the words of Christ in red, a ribbon marker, and gilded page edges.
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01 Edición compacta, letra grande LeatherLike,  
Revelation 19:16

8.33 978-1-4964-2844-8 $24.99 Silver O-Wrap 1704 20 43⁄4 x 67⁄8 ✓

02 Edición compacta, letra grande LeatherLike,  
Galatians 6:14

8.33 978-1-4964-2845-5 $24.99 Silver O-Wrap 1704 20 43⁄4 x 67⁄8 ✓

03 Edición compacta, letra grande LeatherLike TuTone,  
Gray/Yellow

8.33 978-1-4964-2843-1 $29.99 Gold ✓ O-Wrap 1704 20 43⁄4 x 67⁄8 ✓

04 Edición compacta, letra grande LeatherLike TuTone,  
Black/Onyx

8.33 978-1-4964-1048-1 $29.99 Silver ✓ O-Wrap 1704 24 43⁄4 x 67⁄8 ✓

05 Edición compacta, letra grande LeatherLike TuTone,  
Blue/Chocolate

8.33 978-1-4964-1047-4 $29.99 Silver ✓ O-Wrap 1704 24 43⁄4 x 67⁄8 ✓

06 Edición compacta, letra grande LeatherLike, Brown 8.33 978-1-4964-1046-7 $29.99 Gold ✓ O-Wrap 1704 20 43⁄4 x 67⁄8 ✓
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01 Edición ágape LeatherLike, Gray 7.36 978-1-4964-4380-9 $12.50 White Shrink-Wrap 832 28 53⁄8 x 83⁄8

02 Edición ágape LeatherLike, Red 7.36 978-1-4964-4381-6 $12.50 White Shrink-Wrap 832 28 53⁄8 x 83⁄8

03 Edición ágape LeatherLike, Night 7.36 978-1-4964-3339-8 $12.50 White Shrink-Wrap 832 28 53⁄8 x 83⁄8

04 Edición ágape LeatherLike, Flower 7.36 978-1-4964-3340-4 $12.50 White Shrink-Wrap 832 28 53⁄8 x 83⁄8

05 Edición ágape LeatherLike, Sun 7.36 978-1-4964-2857-8 $12.50 White Shrink-Wrap 832 28 53⁄8 x 83⁄8
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en mí no queden más en la oscuridad. 47

 No voy a juzgar a 
los que me oyen pero no me obedecen, porque he venido 
para salvar al mundo y no para juzgarlo. 48

 Pero todos los 
que me rechazan a mí y rechazan mi mensaje serán juzga-
dos el día del juicio por la verdad que yo he hablado. 49

 Yo 
no hablo con autoridad propia; el  Padre, quien me envió, 
me ha ordenado qué decir y cómo decirlo. 50

 Y sé que sus 
mandatos llevan a la vida eterna; por eso digo todo lo que 
el  Padre me indica que diga».

Jesús lava los pies a sus discípulos

13 Antes de la celebración de la Pascua,  Jesús sabía que 
había llegado su momento para dejar este mundo 

y regresar a su  Padre. Había amado a sus discípulos du-
rante el ministerio que realizó en la  tierra y ahora los amó 
hasta el final.* 2 Era la hora de cenar, y el diablo ya había 
incitado a Judas, hijo de Simón Iscariote, para que traicio-
nara* a  Jesús. 3  Jesús sabía que el  Padre le había dado au-
toridad sobre todas las cosas y que había venido de  Dios y 
regresaría a  Dios. 4 Así que se levantó de la mesa, se quitó 
el manto, se ató una toalla a la cintura 5 y echó agua en un 
recipiente. Luego comenzó a lavarles los pies a los discí-
pulos y a secárselos con la toalla que tenía en la cintura.

6
 Cuando se acercó a Simón Pedro, este le dijo:

— Señor, ¿tú me vas a lavar los pies a mí?
7

  Jesús contestó:
—Ahora no entiendes lo que hago, pero algún día lo 

entenderás.
8

 —¡No! —protestó Pedro—. ¡Jamás me lavarás los pies!
—Si no te lavo —respondió  Jesús—, no vas a pertene-

cerme.
9

 —¡Entonces, lávame también las manos y la cabeza, 
 Señor, no solo los pies! —exclamó Simón Pedro.

10
  Jesús respondió:

—Una persona que se ha bañado bien no necesita la-
varse más que los pies* para estar completamente limpia. 
Y ustedes, discípulos, están limpios, aunque no todos.

11
 Pues  Jesús sabía quién lo iba a traicionar. A eso se 

refería cuando dijo: «No todos están limpios».
12

 Después de lavarles los pies, se puso otra vez el man-
to, se sentó y preguntó:

—¿Entienden lo que acabo de hacer? 13
 Ustedes me lla-

man “Maestro” y “ Señor” y tienen razón, porque es lo que 
soy. 14

 Y, dado que yo, su  Señor y Maestro, les he lavado los 
pies, ustedes deben lavarse los pies unos a otros. 15

 Les di 
mi ejemplo para que lo sigan. Hagan lo mismo que yo he 
hecho con ustedes. 16

 Les digo la verdad, los esclavos no 
son superiores a su amo ni el mensajero es más impor-
tante que quien envía el mensaje. 17

 Ahora que saben estas 
cosas,  Dios los bendecirá por hacerlas.

Jesús predice la traición
18

 »No les digo estas cosas a todos ustedes; yo conozco 
a los que he elegido. Pero es para que se cumpla la Escri-
tura que dice: “El que come de mi comida se ha puesto 
en mi contra”*. 19

 Les aviso de antemano, a fin de que, 
cuando suceda, crean que Yo Soy el  Mesías.* 20

 Les digo la 
verdad, todo el que recibe a mi mensajero me recibe a mí, 
y el que me recibe a mí recibe al  Padre, quien me envió.

21
 Entonces  Jesús, muy angustiado,* exclamó: «Les digo 

la verdad, ¡uno de ustedes va a traicionarme!».

22
 Los discípulos se miraron unos a otros sin saber a 

cuál se refería  Jesús. 23
 El discípulo a quien  Jesús amaba 

estaba sentado a la mesa a su lado.* 24
 Simón Pedro le 

hizo señas para que le preguntara a quién se refería. 
25

 Entonces, ese discípulo se inclinó hacia  Jesús y le 
 preguntó:

— Señor, ¿quién es?
26

  Jesús le contestó:
—Es aquel a quien le doy el pan que mojo en el plato.
Y, después de mojar el pan, se lo dio a Judas, el hijo de 

Simón Iscariote. 27
 Cuando Judas comió el pan, Satanás 

entró en él. Entonces  Jesús le dijo: «Apresúrate a hacer lo 
que vas a hacer». 28

 Ninguno de los demás que estaban a 
la mesa entendió lo que  Jesús quiso decir. 29

 Como Judas 
era el tesorero del grupo, algunos pensaron que  Jesús le 
estaba diciendo que fuera a pagar la comida o que diera 
algo de dinero a los pobres. 30

 Así que Judas se fue ense-
guida y se internó en la noche.

Jesús predice la negación de Pedro
31

 En cuanto Judas salió del lugar,  Jesús dijo: «Ha llega-
do el momento para que el  Hijo del  Hombre* entre en su 
gloria y, por causa de él,  Dios será glorificado. 32

 Y dado 
que  Dios recibe gloria a causa del  Hijo,* le dará su pro-
pia gloria al  Hijo, y lo hará de inmediato. 33

 Mis queridos 
hijos, voy a estar con ustedes solo un poco más de tiempo. 
Y, como les dije a los líderes judíos, ustedes me buscarán, 
pero no pueden ir adonde yo voy. 34

 Así que ahora les doy 
un nuevo mandamiento: ámense unos a otros. Tal como 
yo los he amado, ustedes deben amarse unos a otros. 35

 El 
amor que tengan unos por otros será la prueba ante el 
mundo de que son mis discípulos».

36
 Simón Pedro le preguntó:

— Señor, ¿adónde vas?
Y  Jesús contestó:
—Ahora no puedes venir conmigo, pero me seguirás 

después.
37

 —¿Pero por qué no puedo ir ahora,  Señor? —le pre-
guntó—. Estoy dispuesto a morir por ti.

38
 —¿Morir por mí? —le contestó  Jesús—. Pedro, te digo 

la verdad, mañana por la mañana, antes de que cante el 
gallo, negarás tres veces que me conoces.

Jesús, el camino al Padre

14 »No dejen que el corazón se les llene de angustia; 
confíen en  Dios y confíen también en mí. 2

 En el 
hogar de mi  Padre, hay lugar más que suficiente.* Si no 
fuera así, ¿acaso les habría dicho que voy a prepararles 
un lugar?* 3 Cuando todo esté listo, volveré para llevarlos, 
para que siempre estén conmigo donde yo estoy. 4 Y uste-
des conocen el camino que lleva adonde voy.

5
 —No,  Señor, no lo conocemos —dijo Tomás—. No te-

nemos ni idea de adónde vas, ¿cómo vamos a conocer el 
camino?

6
  Jesús le contestó:

—Yo soy el camino, la verdad y la vida; nadie puede ir 
al  Padre si no es por medio de mí. 7 Si ustedes realmente 
me conocieran, también sabrían quién es mi  Padre.* De 
ahora en adelante, ya lo conocen y lo han visto.

8
 Felipe le dijo:

— Señor, muéstranos al  Padre y quedaremos con formes.
13:1 O ahora les mostró toda la plenitud de su amor. 13:2 O el diablo ya se había propuesto que Judas, hijo de Simón Iscariote, traicionara.  
13:10 Algunos manuscritos no incluyen más que los pies. 13:18 Sal 41:9. 13:19 O que el “Yo Soy” ha venido; o que yo soy el Señor; en griego dice 
que yo soy. Ver Ex 3:14. 13:21 En griego Jesús, angustiado en su espíritu. 13:23 En griego estaba recostado sobre el pecho de Jesús. El «discípulo a 
quien Jesús amaba» probablemente era Juan. 13:31 «Hijo del Hombre» era un título que Jesús empleaba para referirse a sí mismo. 13:32 Varios de 
los manuscritos más antiguos no incluyen Y dado que Dios recibe gloria a causa del Hijo. 14:2a O Hay muchas habitaciones en la casa de mi Padre.  
 14:2b O Si no fuera así, les habría dicho que voy a prepararles un lugar. Algunos manuscritos dicen Si no fuera así, se los habría dicho. Voy a prepararles 
un lugar.  14:7 Algunos manuscritos dicen Si ustedes realmente me han conocido, sabrán quién es mi Padre. 
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Edición compacta, letra grande [Compact Large Print Edition] / NTV

The Edición compacta, letra grande is a special compact Bible with large 
print text that allows readers to easily carry God’s Word with them without 
sacrificing readability. It contains book introductions, a concordance, full-
color maps, and a presentation page.

Edición ágape [Agape Edition] / NTV 

The Edición ágape delivers top quality at an incredible price. Its features include book introductions, a listing of 
key Bible stories, and an explanation of how to know Jesus personally.
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Jesús predice otra vez su muerte
Mientras todos se maravillaban de las cosas 

que él hacía,  Jesús dijo a sus discípulos: 44
 «Es-

cúchenme y recuerden lo que digo. El  Hijo del 
 Hombre será traicionado y entregado en manos 
de sus enemigos». 45

 Sin embargo, ellos no en-
tendieron lo que quiso decir. El significado de lo 
que decía estaba oculto de ellos, por eso no pu-
dieron entender y tenían miedo de preguntarle.

El más importante en el reino
46

 Entonces los discípulos comenzaron a 
discutir entre ellos acerca de quién era el más 
importante. 47

 Pero  Jesús conocía lo que ellos 
pensaban, así que trajo a un niño y lo puso a su 
lado. 48

 Luego les dijo: «Todo el que recibe de mi 
parte* a un niño pequeño como este, me recibe 
a mí; y todo el que me recibe a mí, también re-
cibe al  Padre, quien me envió. El más insignifi-
cante entre ustedes es el más importante».

Uso del nombre de Jesús
49

 Juan le dijo a  Jesús:
— Maestro, vimos a alguien usar tu nombre 

para expulsar demonios, pero le dijimos que no 
lo hiciera porque no pertenece a nuestro grupo.

50
  Jesús le dijo:

— ¡No lo detengan! Todo el que no está en con-
tra de ustedes está a su favor.

Oposición de los samaritanos
51

 Cuando se acercaba el tiempo de ascender 
al cielo,  Jesús salió con determinación hacia Je-
rusalén. 52

 Envió mensajeros por delante a una 
aldea de Samaria para que se hicieran los pre-
parativos para su llegada, 53

 pero los habitantes 
de la aldea no recibieron a  Jesús porque iba 
camino a Jerusalén. 54

 Cuando Santiago y Juan 
vieron eso, le dijeron a  Jesús: « Señor, ¿quieres 
que hagamos bajar fuego del cielo para que los 
consuma*?». 55

 Entonces  Jesús se volvió a ellos y 
los reprendió.* 56

 Así que siguieron de largo hacia 
otro pueblo.

Lo que cuesta seguir a Jesús
57

 Mientras caminaban, alguien le dijo a  Jesús:
— Te seguiré a cualquier lugar que vayas.
58

  Jesús le respondió:
— Los  zorros tienen cuevas donde vivir y los 

pájaros tienen nidos, pero el  Hijo del  Hombre 
no tiene ni siquiera un lugar donde recostar la 
cabeza.

59
 Dijo a otro:

— Ven, sígueme.
El hombre aceptó, pero le dijo:
—  Señor, deja que primero regrese a casa y en-

tierre a mi padre.
60

  Jesús le dijo:

— ¡Deja que los muertos espirituales entierren 
a sus propios muertos!* Tu deber es ir y predicar 
acerca del reino de  Dios.

61
 Otro dijo:

— Sí,  Señor, te seguiré, pero primero deja que 
me despida de mi familia.

62
  Jesús le dijo:

— El que pone la mano en el arado y luego mira 
atrás no es apto para el reino de  Dios.

Jesús envía a sus discípulos

10 Después el  Señor escogió a otros setenta y 
dos* discípulos y los envió de dos en dos 

delante de él a todas las ciudades y los lugares 
que tenía pensado visitar. 2

 Y les dio las siguien-
tes instrucciones: «La cosecha es grande, pero 
los obreros son pocos. Así que oren al  Señor que 
está a cargo de la cosecha; pídanle que envíe más 
obreros a sus campos. 3 Ahora vayan, y  recuerden 
que los envío como ovejas en medio de lobos. 
4

 No lleven con ustedes nada de dinero, ni bolso 
de viaje, ni un par de sandalias de repuesto; y no se 
detengan a saludar a nadie por el camino.

5
 »Cuando entren en la casa de alguien, pri-

mero digan: “La paz de  Dios sea sobre esta casa”. 
6

 Si los que viven en la casa son gente de paz, la 
bendición permanecerá; si no lo son, la bendición 
regresará a ustedes. 7 No cambien de una casa a 
otra. Quédense en un lugar, coman y beban lo que 
les den. No duden en aceptar la hospitalidad, por-
que los que trabajan merecen recibir su salario.

8
 »Si entran en un pueblo donde los reciben 

bien, coman todo lo que les ofrezcan. 9 Sanen a 
los enfermos y díganles: “El reino de  Dios ahora 
está cerca de ustedes”. 10

 Pero si un pueblo se 
niega a recibirlos bien, salgan a las calles y digan: 
11

 “Nos limpiamos de los pies hasta el polvo de 
su ciudad para mostrar que los abandonamos 
a su suerte. Y sepan esto: ¡el reino de  Dios está 
cerca!”. 12

 Les aseguro que, el día del juicio, le irá 
mejor a la perversa Sodoma que a ese pueblo.

13
 »¡Qué aflicción les espera, Corazín y Bet-

sai da! Pues, si en las perversas ciudades de Tiro 
y de Sidón se hubieran hecho los milagros que 
hice entre ustedes, hace tiempo sus habitantes se 
habrían arrepentido de sus pecados vistiéndose 
de tela áspera y echándose ceniza sobre la cabeza 
en señal de remordimiento. 14

 Así es, el día del jui-
cio, les irá mejor a Tiro y Sidón que a ustedes. 15

 Y 
ustedes, los de Capernaúm, ¿serán honrados en el 
cielo? No, descenderán al lugar de los muertos*».

16
 Entonces dijo a sus discípulos: «El que 

acepta el mensaje de ustedes me acepta tam-
bién a mí. El que los rechaza a ustedes a mí me 
rechaza. Y el que me rechaza a mí rechaza a  Dios, 
quien me envió».

17
 Cuando los setenta y dos discípulos regresa-

ron, le informaron llenos de alegría:
 9:48 En griego en mi nombre.  9:54 Algunos manuscritos agregan como hizo Elías.  9:55 Algunos manuscritos amplían el versículo 55 
y agregan una oración adicional en el versículo 56: Y él dijo: «Ustedes no se dan cuenta de cómo es su corazón. 56Pues el Hijo del Hombre 
no vino a destruir vidas, sino a salvarlas».  9:60 En griego Deja que los muertos entierren a sus propios muertos.  10:1 Algunos 
manuscritos dicen setenta; también en 10:17.  10:15 En griego al Hades. 
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17
 Entonces sus discípulos recordaron la pro-

fecía de las Escrituras que dice: «El celo por la 
casa de  Dios me consumirá»*.

18
 Pero los líderes judíos exigieron:

— ¿Qué estás haciendo? Si  Dios te dio autori-
dad para hacer esto, muéstranos una señal mila-
grosa que lo compruebe.

19
 — De acuerdo — contestó  Jesús —. Destruyan 

este templo y en tres días lo levantaré.
20

 — ¡Qué dices! — exclamaron —. Tardaron 
cuarenta y seis años en construir este templo, 
¿y tú puedes reconstruirlo en tres días?

21
 Pero cuando  Jesús dijo «este templo», se re-

fería a su propio cuerpo. 22
 Después que resucitó 

de los muertos, sus discípulos recordaron que 
había dicho esto y creyeron en las Escrituras y 
también en lo que  Jesús había dicho.

Jesús y Nicodemo
23

 Debido a las señales milagrosas que  Jesús 
hizo en Jerusalén durante la celebración de la 
Pascua, muchos comenzaron a confiar en él; 
24

 pero  Jesús no confiaba en ellos porque co-
nocía todo acerca de las personas. 25

 No hacía 
falta que nadie le dijera sobre la naturaleza hu-
mana, pues él sabía lo que había en el corazón 
de cada  persona.

3 Había un hombre llamado Nicodemo, un 
líder religioso judío, de los fariseos. 2

 Una 
noche, fue a hablar con  Jesús:

— Rabí* — le dijo —, todos sabemos que  Dios 
te ha enviado para enseñarnos. Las señales mila-
grosas que haces son la prueba de que  Dios está 
contigo.

3
  Jesús le respondió:

— Te digo la verdad, a menos que nazcas de 
nuevo,* no puedes ver el reino de  Dios.

4
 — ¿Qué quieres decir? — exclamó Nico-

demo —. ¿Cómo puede un hombre mayor volver 
al vientre de su madre y nacer de nuevo?

5
  Jesús le contestó:

— Te digo la verdad, nadie puede entrar en el 
reino de  Dios si no nace de agua y del Espíritu.* 
6

 El ser humano solo puede reproducir la vida 
humana, pero la vida espiritual nace del  Espíritu 
 Santo.* 7 Así que no te sorprendas cuando digo: 
“Tienen que nacer de nuevo”. 8

 El viento sopla 
hacia donde quiere. De la misma manera que 
oyes el viento pero no sabes de dónde viene ni 
adónde va, tampoco puedes explicar cómo las 
personas nacen del Espíritu.

9
 — ¿Cómo es posible todo esto? — preguntó 

Nicodemo.
10

  Jesús le contestó:
— ¿Tú eres un respetado maestro judío y aún 

no entiendes estas cosas? 11
 Te aseguro que les 

contamos lo que sabemos y hemos visto, y uste-
des todavía se niegan a creer nuestro testimonio. 
12

 Ahora bien, si no me creen cuando les hablo de 
cosas terrenales, ¿cómo creerán si les hablo de 
cosas celestiales? 13

 Nadie jamás fue al cielo y 
regresó, pero el  Hijo del  Hombre* bajó del cielo. 
14

 Y, así como  Moisés levantó la serpiente de 
bronce en un poste en el desierto, así deberá ser 
levantado el  Hijo del  Hombre, 15

 para que todo el 
que crea en él tenga vida eterna.*

16
 »Pues  Dios amó tanto al mundo que dio* 

a su único  Hijo, para que todo el que crea en él 
no se pierda, sino que tenga vida eterna. 17

  Dios 
no envió a su  Hijo al mundo para condenar al 
mundo, sino para salvarlo por medio de él.

18
 »No hay condenación para todo el que cree 

en él, pero todo el que no cree en él ya ha sido 
condenado por no haber creído en el único 
 Hijo de  Dios. 19

 Esta condenación se basa en el 
siguiente hecho: la luz de  Dios llegó al mundo, 
pero la gente amó más la oscuridad que la luz, 
porque sus acciones eran malvadas. 20

 Todos 
los que hacen el mal odian la luz y se niegan a 
acercarse a ella porque temen que sus pecados 
queden al descubierto, 21

 pero los que hacen lo 
 correcto se acercan a la luz, para que otros pue-
dan ver que están haciendo lo que  Dios quiere.*

Juan el Bautista exalta a Jesús
22

 Luego  Jesús y sus discípulos salieron de Je-
rusalén y se fueron al campo de Judea.  Jesús pasó 
un tiempo allí con ellos, bautizando a la gente.

23
 En ese tiempo, Juan el Bautista bautizaba en 

Enón, cerca de Salim, porque allí había mucha 
agua; y la gente iba a él para ser bautizada. 24

 (Eso 
 ocurrió antes de que metieran a Juan en la cárcel). 
25

 Surgió un debate entre los discípulos de Juan y 
cierto judío* acerca de la purificación ceremonial. 
26

 Entonces los discípulos de Juan fueron a decirle:
— Rabí, el hombre que estaba contigo al otro 

lado del río Jordán, a quien identificaste como 
el  Mesías, también está bautizando a la gente. 
Y todos van a él en lugar de venir a nosotros.

27
 Juan respondió:

— Nadie puede recibir nada a menos que  Dios 
se lo conceda desde el cielo. 28

 Ustedes saben que 
les dije claramente: “Yo no soy el  Mesías; estoy 
aquí solamente para prepararle el camino a él”. 
29

 Es el novio quien se casa con la novia, y el amigo 
del novio simplemente se alegra de poder estar al 
lado del novio y oír sus votos. Por lo tanto, oír que 
él tiene éxito me llena de alegría. 30

 Él debe tener 
cada vez más importancia y yo, menos.

31
 »Él vino de lo alto y es superior a cualquier 

otro. Nosotros somos de la  tierra y hablamos de 
cosas terrenales, pero él vino del cielo y es supe-
rior a todos.* 32

 Él da testimonio de lo que ha visto 
2:17 O «La preocupación por la casa de Dios será mi ruina». Sal 69:9.  3:2 Rabí, del arameo, significa «amo» o «maestro»; también 
en 3:26.  3:3 O de lo alto; también en 3:7.  3:5 O y espíritu. La palabra griega que se usa para Espíritu también puede traducirse 
viento; ver 3:8.  3:6 En griego pero lo que nace del Espíritu es espíritu.  3:13 Algunos manuscritos agregan quien vive en el 
cielo. «Hijo del Hombre» es un título que Jesús empleaba para referirse a sí mismo.  3:15 O todo el que crea tenga vida eterna 
en él.  3:16 O Pues así es cómo Dios amó al mundo: dio.  3:21 O puedan ver a Dios obrando en lo que él hace.  3:25 Algunos 
manuscritos dicen y algunos judíos.  3:31 Algunos manuscritos no incluyen y es superior a todos. 
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comenzaron a confiar en él; 24

 pero  Jesús no confiaba en 
ellos porque conocía todo acerca de las personas. 25

 No 
hacía falta que nadie le dijera sobre la naturaleza humana, 
pues él sabía lo que había en el corazón de cada persona.

3 Había un hombre llamado Nicodemo, un líder reli-
gioso judío, de los fariseos. 2 Una noche, fue a hablar 

con  Jesús:
— Rabí* — le dijo —, todos sabemos que  Dios te ha en-

viado para enseñarnos. Las señales milagrosas que haces 
son la prueba de que  Dios está contigo.

3
  Jesús le respondió:

— Te digo la verdad, a menos que nazcas de nuevo,* no 
puedes ver el reino de  Dios.

4
 — ¿Qué quieres decir? — exclamó Nicodemo —. 

¿Cómo puede un hombre mayor volver al vientre de su 
madre y nacer de nuevo?

5
  Jesús le contestó:

— Te digo la verdad, nadie puede entrar en el reino de 
 Dios si no nace de agua y del Espíritu.* 6

 El ser humano 
solo puede reproducir la vida humana, pero la vida espi-
ritual nace del  Espíritu  Santo.* 7 Así que no te sorprendas 
cuando digo: “Tienen que nacer de nuevo”. 8 El viento so-
pla hacia donde quiere. De la misma manera que oyes el 
viento pero no sabes de dónde viene ni adónde va, tampo-
co puedes explicar cómo las personas nacen del Espíritu.

9
 — ¿Cómo es posible todo esto? — preguntó Nicodemo.

10
  Jesús le contestó:

— ¿Tú eres un respetado maestro judío y aún no entien-
des estas cosas? 11

 Te aseguro que les contamos lo que sa-
bemos y hemos visto, y ustedes todavía se niegan a creer 
nuestro testimonio. 12

 Ahora bien, si no me creen cuando 
les hablo de cosas terrenales, ¿cómo creerán si les hablo 
de cosas celestiales? 13

 Nadie jamás fue al cielo y regre-
só, pero el  Hijo del  Hombre* bajó del cielo. 14

 Y, así como 
 Moisés levantó la serpiente de bronce en un poste en el 
desierto, así deberá ser levantado el  Hijo del  Hombre, 
15

 para que todo el que crea en él tenga vida eterna.*
16

 »Pues  Dios amó tanto al mundo que dio* a su único 
 Hijo, para que todo el que crea en él no se pierda, sino que 
tenga vida eterna. 17

  Dios no envió a su  Hijo al mundo para 
condenar al mundo, sino para salvarlo por medio de él.

18
 »No hay condenación para todo el que cree en él, 

pero todo el que no cree en él ya ha sido condenado por 
no haber creído en el único  Hijo de  Dios. 19

 Esta conde-
nación se basa en el siguiente hecho: la luz de  Dios llegó 
al mundo, pero la gente amó más la oscuridad que la luz, 
porque sus acciones eran malvadas. 20

 Todos los que ha-
cen el mal odian la luz y se niegan a acercarse a ella por-
que temen que sus pecados queden al descubierto, 21

 pero 
los que hacen lo  correcto se acercan a la luz, para que 
otros puedan ver que están haciendo lo que  Dios quiere.*

Juan el Bautista exalta a Jesús
22

 Luego  Jesús y sus discípulos salieron de Jerusalén y se 
fueron al campo de Judea.  Jesús pasó un tiempo allí con 
ellos, bautizando a la gente.

23
 En ese tiempo, Juan el Bautista bautizaba en Enón, cer-

ca de Salim, porque allí había mucha agua; y la gente iba a 
él para ser bautizada. 24

 (Eso  ocurrió antes de que metieran 
a Juan en la cárcel). 25

 Surgió un debate entre los discípulos 
de Juan y cierto judío* acerca de la purificación ceremo-
nial. 26

 Entonces los discípulos de Juan fueron a decirle:

— Rabí, el hombre que estaba contigo al otro lado del 
río Jordán, a quien identificaste como el  Mesías, también 
está bautizando a la gente. Y todos van a él en lugar de 
venir a nosotros.

27
 Juan respondió:

— Nadie puede recibir nada a menos que  Dios se lo 
conceda desde el cielo. 28

 Ustedes saben que les dije cla-
ramente: “Yo no soy el  Mesías; estoy aquí solamente para 
prepararle el camino a él”. 29

 Es el novio quien se casa con 
la novia, y el amigo del novio simplemente se alegra de 
poder estar al lado del novio y oír sus votos. Por lo tanto, 
oír que él tiene éxito me llena de alegría. 30

 Él debe tener 
cada vez más importancia y yo, menos.

31
 »Él vino de lo alto y es superior a cualquier otro. 

Nosotros somos de la  tierra y hablamos de cosas terre-
nales, pero él vino del cielo y es superior a todos.* 32

 Él da 
testimonio de lo que ha visto y oído, ¡pero qué pocos creen 
en lo que les dice! 33

 Todo el que acepta su testimonio pue-
de confirmar que  Dios es veraz. 34

 Pues él es enviado por 
 Dios y habla las palabras de  Dios, porque  Dios le da el 
 Espíritu sin límites. 35

 El  Padre ama a su  Hijo y ha puesto 
todo en sus manos. 36

 Los que creen en el  Hijo de  Dios 
tienen vida eterna. Los que no obedecen al  Hijo nunca 
tendrán vida eterna, sino que permanecen bajo la ira del 
juicio de  Dios.

Jesús y la mujer samaritana

4  Jesús* sabía que los fariseos se habían enterado de 
que él hacía y bautizaba más discípulos que Juan 

2
 (aunque no era  Jesús mismo quien los bautizaba sino 

sus discípulos). 3 Así que se fue de Judea y volvió a Galilea.
4

 En el camino, tenía que pasar por Samaria. 5 Entonces 
llegó a una aldea samaritana llamada Sicar, cerca del cam-
po que Jacob le dio a su hijo José. 6 Allí estaba el pozo de 
Jacob; y  Jesús, cansado por la larga caminata, se sentó jun-
to al pozo cerca del mediodía. 7

 Poco después, llegó una 
mujer samaritana a sacar agua, y  Jesús le dijo:

— Por favor, dame un poco de agua para beber.
8

 Él estaba solo en ese momento porque sus discípulos 
habían ido a la aldea a comprar algo para comer.

9
 La mujer se sorprendió, ya que los judíos rechazan 

todo trato con los samaritanos.* Entonces le dijo a  Jesús:
— Usted es judío, y yo soy una mujer samaritana. ¿Por 

qué me pide agua para beber?
10

  Jesús contestó:
— Si tan solo supieras el regalo que  Dios tiene para ti 

y con quién estás hablando, tú me pedirías a mí, y yo te 
daría agua viva.

11
 — Pero señor, usted no tiene ni una soga ni un balde 

— le dijo ella —, y este pozo es muy profundo. ¿De dón-
de va a sacar esa agua viva? 12

 Además, ¿se cree usted 
 superior a nuestro antepasado Jacob, quien nos dio este 
pozo? ¿Cómo puede usted ofrecer mejor agua que la que 
disfrutaron él, sus hijos y sus animales?

13
  Jesús contestó:

— Cualquiera que beba de esta agua pronto volverá a 
tener sed, 14

 pero todos los que beban del agua que yo 
doy no tendrán sed jamás. Esa agua se convierte en un 
manantial que brota con frescura dentro de ellos y les da 
vida eterna.

15
 — Por favor, señor — le dijo la mujer —, ¡deme de esa 

agua! Así nunca más volveré a tener sed y no tendré que 
venir aquí a sacar agua.

3:2 Rabí, del arameo, significa «amo» o «maestro»; también en 3:26. 3:3 O de lo alto; también en 3:7. 3:5 O y espíritu. La palabra griega que se usa para 
Espíritu también puede traducirse viento; ver 3:8. 3:6 En griego pero lo que nace del Espíritu es espíritu. 3:13 Algunos manuscritos agregan quien vive 
en el cielo. «Hijo del Hombre» es un título que Jesús empleaba para referirse a sí mismo. 3:15 O todo el que crea tenga vida eterna en él.  3:16 O Pues así 
es cómo Dios amó al mundo: dio. 3:21 O puedan ver a Dios obrando en lo que él hace. 3:25 Algunos manuscritos dicen y algunos judíos.  3:31 Algunos 
manuscritos no incluyen y es superior a todos. 4:1 Algunos manuscritos dicen El Señor. 4:9 Algunos manuscritos no incluyen esta oración. 
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consecuencias eternas». 30
 Les dijo esto por-

que ellos decían: «Está poseído por un espíritu 
 maligno».

La verdadera familia de Jesús
31

 Luego la madre y los hermanos de  Jesús vi-
nieron a verlo. Se quedaron afuera y le mandaron 
a decir que saliera para hablar con ellos. 32

 Había 
una multitud sentada alrededor de  Jesús, y al-
guien dijo: «Tu madre y tus hermanos* están 
afuera y te llaman».

33
  Jesús respondió: «¿Quién es mi madre? 

¿Quiénes son mis hermanos?». 34
 Entonces miró 

a los que estaban a su alrededor y dijo: «Miren, 
estos son mi madre y mis hermanos. 35

 Todo el 
que hace la voluntad de  Dios es mi hermano y 
mi hermana y mi madre».

Parábola del sembrador

4 Una vez más  Jesús comenzó a enseñar a la 
orilla del lago. Pronto se reunió una gran 

multitud alrededor de él, así que entró en una 
barca. Luego se sentó en la barca, mientras que 
toda la gente permanecía en la orilla. 2

 Les en-
señaba por medio de historias que contaba en 
forma de parábola, como la siguiente:

3
 «¡Escuchen! Un agricultor salió a sembrar. 

4
 A medida que esparcía la semilla por el campo, 

algunas cayeron sobre el camino y los pájaros vi-
nieron y se las comieron. 5 Otras cayeron en  tierra 
poco profunda con roca debajo de ella. Las se-
millas germinaron con rapidez porque la  tierra 
era poco profunda; 6

 pero pronto las  plantas 
se marchitaron bajo el calor del sol y, como no 
tenían raíces profundas, murieron. 7 Otras semi-
llas cayeron entre espinos, los cuales crecieron 
y ahogaron los brotes, así que esos brotes no 
produjeron grano. 8

 Pero otras semillas cayeron 
en  tierra fértil, y germinaron y crecieron, ¡y pro-
dujeron una cosecha que fue treinta, sesenta 
y hasta cien veces más numerosa de lo que se 
había sembrado!». 9 Luego les dijo: «El que tenga 
oídos para oír, que escuche y entienda».

10
 Más tarde, cuando  Jesús se quedó a solas 

con los doce discípulos y con las demás personas 
que se habían reunido, le preguntaron el signifi-
cado de las parábolas.

11
 Él contestó: «A ustedes se les permite en-

tender el secreto* del reino de  Dios; pero utilizo 
parábolas para hablarles a los de afuera, 12

 para 
que se cumplan las Escrituras:

“Cuando ellos vean lo que hago,
no aprenderán nada.

Cuando oigan lo que digo,
no entenderán.

De lo contrario, se volverían a mí
y serían perdonados”*».

13
 Luego  Jesús les dijo: «Si no pueden en-

tender el significado de esta parábola, ¿cómo 

entenderán las demás parábolas? 14
 El agricultor 

siembra las semillas al llevar la palabra de  Dios 
a otros. 15

 Las semillas que cayeron en el camino 
representan a los que oyen el mensaje, pero 
enseguida viene Satanás y lo quita. 16

 Las semi-
llas sobre la  tierra rocosa representan a los que 
oyen el mensaje y de inmediato lo reciben con 
alegría; 17

 pero como no tienen raíces profundas, 
no duran mucho. En cuanto tienen problemas o 
son perseguidos por creer la palabra de  Dios, 
caen. 18

 Las semillas que cayeron entre los es-
pinos representan a los que oyen la palabra de 
 Dios, 19

 pero muy pronto el mensaje queda des-
plazado por las preocupaciones de esta vida, el 
atractivo de la riqueza y el deseo por otras cosas, 
así que no se produce ningún fruto. 20

 Y las se-
millas que cayeron en la buena  tierra represen-
tan a los que oyen y aceptan la palabra de  Dios, 
¡y producen una cosecha treinta, sesenta y hasta 
cien veces más numerosa de lo que se había 
 sembrado!».

Parábola de la lámpara
21

 Entonces  Jesús les preguntó: «¿Acaso al-
guien encendería una lámpara y luego la pon-
dría debajo de una canasta o de una cama? ¡Claro 
que no! Una lámpara se coloca en un lugar alto, 
donde su luz alumbre. 22

 Pues todo lo que está 
escondido tarde o temprano se descubrirá y todo 
secreto saldrá a la luz. 23

 El que tenga oídos para 
oír, que escuche y entienda».

24
 Luego agregó: «Presten mucha atención a 

lo que oyen. Cuanto más atentamente escuchen, 
tanto más entendimiento les será dado,* y se les 
dará aún más. 25

 A los que escuchan mis ense-
ñanzas se les dará más entendimiento, pero a los 
que no escuchan, se les quitará aun lo poco que 
entiendan».

Parábola de la semilla que crece
26

  Jesús también dijo: «El reino de  Dios es 
como un agricultor que esparce semilla en la 
tierra. 27

 Día y noche, sea que él esté dormido 
o despierto, la semilla brota y crece, pero él no 
entiende cómo sucede. 28

 La  tierra produce las 
cosechas por sí sola. Primero aparece una hoja, 
luego se forma la espiga y finalmente el grano 
madura. 29

 Tan pronto como el grano está listo, el 
agricultor lo corta con la hoz porque ha llegado 
el tiempo de la cosecha».

Parábola de la semilla de mostaza
30

  Jesús dijo: «¿Cómo puedo describir el reino 
de  Dios? ¿Qué relato emplearé para ilustrarlo? 
31

 Es como una semilla de mostaza sembrada en 
la tierra. Es la más pequeña de todas las semillas, 
32

 pero se convierte en la planta más grande del 
huerto; sus ramas llegan a ser tan grandes que los 
pájaros hacen nidos bajo su sombra».

33
  Jesús empleó muchas historias e ilustracio-

 3:32 Algunos manuscritos agregan y hermanas.  4:11 En griego misterio.  4:12 Is 6:9-10 (versión griega).  4:24 O La medida que 
ustedes den será la medida que recibirán.  
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alentó a que comenzaran a dar— que regrese a 
ustedes y los anime a completar este ministe
rio de ofrendar. 7 Dado que ustedes sobresalen 
en tantas maneras —en su fe, sus oradores ta
lentosos, su conocimiento, su entusiasmo y el 
amor que reciben de nosotros*— quiero que 
también sobresalgan en este acto bondadoso de 
ofrendar.

8 no estoy ordenándoles que lo hagan, pero 
pongo a prueba qué tan genuino es su amor al 
compararlo con el anhelo de las otras iglesias.

9 ustedes conocen la gracia generosa de nues
tro señor Jesucristo. Aunque era rico, por amor a 
ustedes se hizo pobre para que mediante su po
breza pudiera hacerlos ricos.

10 este es mi consejo: sería bueno que comple
taran lo que comenzaron hace un año. el año pa
sado, ustedes fueron los primeros en querer dar 
y fueron los primeros en comenzar a hacerlo. 
11Ahora deberían terminar lo que comenzaron. 
Que el anhelo que mostraron al principio corres
ponda ahora con lo que den. Den en proporción 
a lo que tienen. 12 todo lo que den es bien reci
bido si lo dan con entusiasmo. Y den según lo 
que tienen, no según lo que no tienen. 13 Claro, 
con eso no quiero decir que lo que ustedes den 
deba hacerles fácil la vida a otros y difícil a us
tedes. solo quiero decir que debería haber cier
ta igualdad. 14Ahora mismo ustedes tienen en 
abundancia y pueden ayudar a los necesitados. 
más adelante, ellos tendrán en abundancia y po
drán compartir con ustedes cuando pasen nece
sidad. De esta manera, habrá igualdad. 15 Como 
dicen las escrituras:

«A los que recogieron mucho, nada les sobró,
y a los que recogieron solo un poco, nada 

les faltó»*.

Tito y sus compañeros
16 Por lo tanto, ¡gracias a Dios!, quien le ha dado 

a tito el mismo entusiasmo que yo tengo por us
tedes. 17 tito recibió con agrado nuestra petición 
de que él volviera a visitarlos. De hecho, él mis
mo estaba deseoso por ir a verlos. 18 también les 
enviamos junto con tito a otro hermano, a quien 
todas las iglesias elogian como predicador de 
la Buena noticia. 19 Las iglesias lo nombraron 
para que nos acompañara a llevar la ofrenda a 
Jerusalén,* un servicio que glorifica al señor y 
que demuestra nuestro anhelo de ayudar.

20 Viajamos juntos para evitar cualquier crítica 
por la manera en que administramos esta gene
rosa ofrenda. 21 tenemos cuidado de ser honora
bles ante el señor, pero también queremos que 
todos los demás vean que somos honorables.

22 Además les enviamos junto con ellos a otro 
de nuestros hermanos, que muchas veces ha de
mostrado lo que es y en varias ocasiones ha ma
nifestado su gran fervor. Ahora está aún más 

nos trajo del ánimo que él recibió de ustedes. 
Cuando nos dijo cuánto anhelan verme y cuán
to sienten lo que sucedió y lo leales que me son, 
¡me llené de alegría!

8 no lamento haberles enviado esa carta tan 
severa, aunque al principio sí me lamenté por
que sé que les causó dolor durante un tiempo. 
9Ahora me alegro de haberla enviado, no porque 
los haya lastimado, sino porque el dolor hizo 
que se arrepintieran y cambiaran su conducta. 
Fue la clase de tristeza que Dios quiere que su 
pueblo tenga, de modo que no les hicimos daño 
de ninguna manera. 10 Pues la clase de tristeza 
que Dios desea que suframos nos aleja del peca
do y trae como resultado salvación. no hay que 
lamentarse por esa clase de tristeza; pero la tris
teza del mundo, al cual le falta arrepentimiento, 
resulta en muerte espiritual.

11 ¡tan solo miren lo que produjo en ustedes 
esa tristeza que proviene de Dios! tal fervor, 
tal ansiedad por limpiar su nombre, tal indig
nación, tal preocupación, tal deseo de verme, 
tal celo y tal disposición para castigar lo malo. 
ustedes demostraron haber hecho todo lo nece
sario para corregir la situación. 12 mi propósito, 
entonces, no fue escribir acerca de quién causó 
el daño o quién resultó dañado. Les escribí para 
que, a los ojos de Dios, pudieran comprobar por 
sí mismos qué tan leales son a nosotros. 13 esto 
nos ha alentado en gran manera.

Además de nuestro propio aliento, nos de
leitamos particularmente al ver lo feliz que es
taba tito por la manera en que todos ustedes lo 
recibieron y lo tranquilizaron.* 14 Le dije lo or
gulloso que estaba de ustedes, y no me decep
cionaron. siempre les he dicho la verdad, ¡y 
ahora mi jactancia ante tito también resultó ser 
cierta! 15Ahora él se preocupa por ustedes más 
que nunca cuando recuerda cómo todos lo obe
decieron y cómo lo recibieron con tanto temor y 
profundo respeto. 16Ahora estoy muy feliz por
que tengo plena confianza en ustedes.

Un llamado a dar con generosidad

8 Ahora quiero que sepan, amados hermanos, 
lo que Dios, en su bondad, ha hecho por me

dio de las iglesias de macedonia. 2 estas iglesias 
están siendo probadas con muchas aflicciones 
y además son muy pobres; pero a la vez rebo
san de abundante alegría, la cual se desbordó en 
gran generosidad.

3 Pues puedo dar fe de que dieron no solo lo 
que podían, sino aún mucho más. Y lo hicieron 
por voluntad propia. 4 nos suplicaron una y otra 
vez tener el privilegio de participar en la ofrenda 
para los creyentes de Jerusalén.* 5 incluso hicie
ron más de lo que esperábamos, porque su pri
mer paso fue entregarse ellos mismos al señor y a 
nosotros, tal como Dios quería.

6Así que le hemos pedido a tito —quien los 
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11
 La circuncisión era una señal de que 

Abraham ya tenía fe y de que  Dios ya lo 
había aceptado y declarado justo aun 
antes de que fuera circuncidado. Por lo 
tanto, Abraham es el padre espiritual de 
los que tienen fe pero no han sido circun-
cidados. A ellos se les considera justos 
debido a su fe. 12

 Y Abraham también es 
el padre espiritual de los que han sido cir-
cuncidados, pero solo si tienen la misma 
clase de fe que tenía Abraham antes de 
ser circuncidado.

13
 Obviamente, la promesa que  Dios 

hizo de dar toda la  tierra a Abraham y 
a sus descendientes no se basaba en la 
obediencia de Abraham a la ley sino en 
una relación  correcta con  Dios, la cual 
viene por la fe. 14

 Si la promesa de  Dios 
es solo para los que obedecen la ley, en-
tonces la fe no hace falta y la promesa no 
tiene sentido. 15

 Pues la ley siempre trae 
castigo para los que tratan de obedecerla. 
(¡La única forma de no violar la ley es no 
tener ninguna ley para violar!).

16
 Así que la promesa se recibe por 

medio de la fe. Es un regalo inmerecido. 
Y, vivamos o no de acuerdo con la ley de 
 Moisés, todos estamos seguros de recibir 
esta promesa si tenemos una fe como la 
de Abraham, quien es el padre de todos 
los que creen. 17

 A eso se refieren las Es-
crituras cuando citan lo que  Dios le dijo: 
«Te hice padre de muchas naciones»*. 
Eso sucedió porque Abraham creyó en 
el  Dios que da vida a los muertos y crea 
cosas nuevas de la nada.

18
 Aun cuando no había motivos para 

tener esperanza, Abraham siguió te-
niendo esperanza porque había creído 
en que llegaría a ser el padre de muchas 
naciones. Pues  Dios le había dicho: «Esa 
es la cantidad de descendientes que ten-
drás»*. 19

 Y la fe de Abraham no se debi-
litó a pesar de que él reconocía que, por 
tener unos cien años de edad, su cuerpo 

ya estaba muy anciano para tener hijos, 
igual que el vientre de Sara.

20
 Abraham siempre creyó la promesa 

de  Dios sin vacilar. De hecho, su fe se for-
taleció aún más y así le dio gloria a  Dios. 
21

 Abraham estaba plenamente conven-
cido de que  Dios es poderoso para cum-
plir todo lo que promete. 22

 Y, debido 
a su fe,  Dios lo consideró justo. 23

 Y el 
hecho de que  Dios lo considerara justo 
no fue solo para beneficio de Abraham, 
sino que quedó escrito 24

 también para 
nuestro beneficio, porque nos asegura 
que  Dios nos considerará justos a noso-
tros también si creemos en él, quien 
levantó de los muertos a  Jesús nuestro 
 Señor. 25

 Él fue entregado a la muerte 
por causa de nuestros pecados, y resu-
citado para hacernos justos a los ojos 
de  Dios.

La fe produce alegría

5 Por lo tanto, ya que fuimos hechos 
justos a los ojos de  Dios por medio 

de la fe, tenemos paz* con  Dios gracias a 
lo que  Jesucristo nuestro  Señor hizo por 
nosotros. 2

 Debido a nuestra fe,  Cristo 
nos hizo entrar en este lugar de privile-
gio inmerecido en el cual ahora perma-
necemos, y esperamos con confianza y 
alegría participar de la gloria de  Dios.

3
 También nos alegramos al enfrentar 

pruebas y dificultades porque sabemos 
que nos ayudan a desarrollar resistencia. 
4

 Y la resistencia desarrolla firmeza de 
carácter, y el carácter fortalece nuestra 
esperanza segura de salvación. 5

 Y esa 
esperanza no acabará en desilusión. 
Pues sabemos con cuánta ternura nos 
ama  Dios, porque nos ha dado el  Espíritu 
 Santo para llenar nuestro corazón con 
su amor.

6
 Cuando éramos totalmente incapaces 

de salvarnos,  Cristo vino en el momento 
preciso y murió por nosotros, pecadores. 
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Jesús predice otra vez su muerte
Mientras todos se maravillaban de las cosas 

que él hacía,  Jesús dijo a sus discípulos: 44
 «Es-

cúchenme y recuerden lo que digo. El  Hijo del 
 Hombre será traicionado y entregado en manos 
de sus enemigos». 45

 Sin embargo, ellos no en-
tendieron lo que quiso decir. El significado de lo 
que decía estaba oculto de ellos, por eso no pu-
dieron entender y tenían miedo de preguntarle.

El más importante en el reino
46

 Entonces los discípulos comenzaron a 
discutir entre ellos acerca de quién era el más 
importante. 47

 Pero  Jesús conocía lo que ellos 
pensaban, así que trajo a un niño y lo puso a su 
lado. 48

 Luego les dijo: «Todo el que recibe de mi 
parte* a un niño pequeño como este, me recibe 
a mí; y todo el que me recibe a mí, también re-
cibe al  Padre, quien me envió. El más insignifi-
cante entre ustedes es el más importante».

Uso del nombre de Jesús
49

 Juan le dijo a  Jesús:
— Maestro, vimos a alguien usar tu nombre 

para expulsar demonios, pero le dijimos que no 
lo hiciera porque no pertenece a nuestro grupo.

50
  Jesús le dijo:

— ¡No lo detengan! Todo el que no está en con-
tra de ustedes está a su favor.

Oposición de los samaritanos
51

 Cuando se acercaba el tiempo de ascender 
al cielo,  Jesús salió con determinación hacia Je-
rusalén. 52

 Envió mensajeros por delante a una 
aldea de Samaria para que se hicieran los pre-
parativos para su llegada, 53

 pero los habitantes 
de la aldea no recibieron a  Jesús porque iba 
camino a Jerusalén. 54

 Cuando Santiago y Juan 
vieron eso, le dijeron a  Jesús: « Señor, ¿quieres 
que hagamos bajar fuego del cielo para que los 
consuma*?». 55

 Entonces  Jesús se volvió a ellos y 
los reprendió.* 56

 Así que siguieron de largo hacia 
otro pueblo.

Lo que cuesta seguir a Jesús
57

 Mientras caminaban, alguien le dijo a  Jesús:
— Te seguiré a cualquier lugar que vayas.
58

  Jesús le respondió:
— Los  zorros tienen cuevas donde vivir y los 

pájaros tienen nidos, pero el  Hijo del  Hombre 
no tiene ni siquiera un lugar donde recostar la 
cabeza.

59
 Dijo a otro:

— Ven, sígueme.
El hombre aceptó, pero le dijo:
—  Señor, deja que primero regrese a casa y en-

tierre a mi padre.
60

  Jesús le dijo:

— ¡Deja que los muertos espirituales entierren 
a sus propios muertos!* Tu deber es ir y predicar 
acerca del reino de  Dios.

61
 Otro dijo:

— Sí,  Señor, te seguiré, pero primero deja que 
me despida de mi familia.

62
  Jesús le dijo:

— El que pone la mano en el arado y luego mira 
atrás no es apto para el reino de  Dios.

Jesús envía a sus discípulos

10 Después el  Señor escogió a otros setenta y 
dos* discípulos y los envió de dos en dos 

delante de él a todas las ciudades y los lugares 
que tenía pensado visitar. 2

 Y les dio las siguien-
tes instrucciones: «La cosecha es grande, pero 
los obreros son pocos. Así que oren al  Señor que 
está a cargo de la cosecha; pídanle que envíe más 
obreros a sus campos. 3 Ahora vayan, y  recuerden 
que los envío como ovejas en medio de lobos. 
4

 No lleven con ustedes nada de dinero, ni bolso 
de viaje, ni un par de sandalias de repuesto; y no se 
detengan a saludar a nadie por el camino.

5
 »Cuando entren en la casa de alguien, pri-

mero digan: “La paz de  Dios sea sobre esta casa”. 
6

 Si los que viven en la casa son gente de paz, la 
bendición permanecerá; si no lo son, la bendición 
regresará a ustedes. 7 No cambien de una casa a 
otra. Quédense en un lugar, coman y beban lo que 
les den. No duden en aceptar la hospitalidad, por-
que los que trabajan merecen recibir su salario.

8
 »Si entran en un pueblo donde los reciben 

bien, coman todo lo que les ofrezcan. 9 Sanen a 
los enfermos y díganles: “El reino de  Dios ahora 
está cerca de ustedes”. 10

 Pero si un pueblo se 
niega a recibirlos bien, salgan a las calles y digan: 
11

 “Nos limpiamos de los pies hasta el polvo de 
su ciudad para mostrar que los abandonamos 
a su suerte. Y sepan esto: ¡el reino de  Dios está 
cerca!”. 12

 Les aseguro que, el día del juicio, le irá 
mejor a la perversa Sodoma que a ese pueblo.

13
 »¡Qué aflicción les espera, Corazín y Bet-

sai da! Pues, si en las perversas ciudades de Tiro 
y de Sidón se hubieran hecho los milagros que 
hice entre ustedes, hace tiempo sus habitantes se 
habrían arrepentido de sus pecados vistiéndose 
de tela áspera y echándose ceniza sobre la cabeza 
en señal de remordimiento. 14

 Así es, el día del jui-
cio, les irá mejor a Tiro y Sidón que a ustedes. 15

 Y 
ustedes, los de Capernaúm, ¿serán honrados en el 
cielo? No, descenderán al lugar de los muertos*».

16
 Entonces dijo a sus discípulos: «El que 

acepta el mensaje de ustedes me acepta tam-
bién a mí. El que los rechaza a ustedes a mí me 
rechaza. Y el que me rechaza a mí rechaza a  Dios, 
quien me envió».

17
 Cuando los setenta y dos discípulos regresa-

ron, le informaron llenos de alegría:
 9:48 En griego en mi nombre.  9:54 Algunos manuscritos agregan como hizo Elías.  9:55 Algunos manuscritos amplían el versículo 55 
y agregan una oración adicional en el versículo 56: Y él dijo: «Ustedes no se dan cuenta de cómo es su corazón. 56Pues el Hijo del Hombre 
no vino a destruir vidas, sino a salvarlas».  9:60 En griego Deja que los muertos entierren a sus propios muertos.  10:1 Algunos 
manuscritos dicen setenta; también en 10:17.  10:15 En griego al Hades. 
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— ¡Hipócritas! Isaías tenía razón cuando pro-
fetizó acerca de ustedes, porque escribió:

“Este pueblo me honra con sus labios,
pero su corazón está lejos de mí.

 7 Su adoración es una farsa
porque enseñan ideas humanas como 

si fueran mandatos de Dios”*.
8

 Pues ustedes pasan por alto la ley de  Dios y la 
reemplazan con su propia tradición.

9
 Entonces dijo:

— Ustedes esquivan hábilmente la ley de 
 Dios para aferrarse a su propia tradición. 10

 Por 
ejemplo,  Moisés les dio la siguiente ley de  Dios: 
“Honra a tu padre y a tu madre”* y “Cualquiera 
que hable irrespetuosamente de su padre o de 
su madre tendrá que morir”*. 11

 Sin embargo, us-
tedes dicen que está bien que uno les diga a sus 
padres: “Lo siento, no puedo ayudarlos porque 
he jurado darle a  Dios lo que les hubiera dado a 
ustedes”*. 12

 De esta manera, ustedes permiten 
que la gente desatienda a sus padres necesita-
dos. 13

 Y entonces anulan la palabra de  Dios para 
transmitir su propia tradición. Y este es solo un 
ejemplo entre muchos otros.

14
 Luego  Jesús llamó a la multitud para que se 

acercara y oyera. «Escuchen, todos ustedes, y tra-
ten de entender. 15

 Lo que entra en el cuerpo no 
es lo que los contamina; ustedes se contaminan 
por lo que sale de su corazón*».

17
 Luego  Jesús entró en una casa para alejarse 

de la multitud, y sus discípulos le preguntaron 
qué quiso decir con la parábola que acababa 
de emplear. 18

 «¿Ustedes tampoco entienden? 
—  preguntó —. ¿No se dan cuenta de que la co-
mida que introducen en su cuerpo no puede con-
taminarlos? 19

 La comida no entra en su corazón, 
solo pasa a través del estómago y luego termina 
en la cloaca». (Al decir eso, declaró que toda clase 
de comida es aceptable a los ojos de  Dios).

20
 Y entonces agregó: «Es lo que sale de su 

interior lo que los contamina. 21
 Pues de aden-

tro, del corazón de la persona, salen los malos 
pensamientos, la inmoralidad sexual, el robo, el 
asesinato, 22

 el adulterio, la avaricia, la perversi-
dad, el engaño, los deseos sensuales, la envidia, 
la calumnia, el orgullo y la necedad. 23

 Todas esas 
vilezas provienen de adentro; esas son las que los 
contaminan».

La fe de una mujer gentil
24

 Luego  Jesús salió de Galilea y se dirigió al 
norte, a la región de Tiro.* No quería que nadie 
supiera en qué casa se hospedaba, pero no pudo 
ocultarlo. 25

 Enseguida una mujer que había oído 
de él se acercó y cayó a sus pies. Su hijita estaba 
poseída por un espíritu maligno,* 26

 y ella le su-
plicó que expulsara al demonio de su hija.

Como la mujer era una gentil,* nacida en la 
región de Fenicia que está en Siria, 27

  Jesús le dijo:
— Primero debo alimentar a los hijos, a mi 

propia familia, los judíos.* No está bien tomar 
la comida de los hijos y arrojársela a los  perros.

28
 — Es verdad,  Señor — respondió ella —, pero 

hasta a los  perros que están debajo de la mesa 
se les permite comer las sobras del plato de 
los hijos.

29
 — ¡ Buena respuesta! — le dijo  Jesús —. Ahora 

vete a tu casa, porque el demonio ha salido de 
tu hija.

30
 Cuando ella llegó a su casa, encontró a su 

hijita tranquila recostada en la cama, y el demo-
nio se había ido.

Jesús sana a un sordo
31

  Jesús salió de Tiro y subió hasta Sidón antes 
de regresar al mar de Galilea y a la región de las 
Diez  Ciudades.* 32

 Le trajeron a un hombre sordo 
con un defecto del habla, y la gente le suplicó a 
 Jesús que pusiera sus manos sobre el hombre 
para sanarlo.

33
  Jesús lo llevó aparte de la multitud para 

poder estar a solas con él. Metió sus dedos en 
los oídos del hombre. Después escupió sobre sus 
propios dedos y tocó la lengua del hombre. 34

 Mi-
rando al cielo, suspiró y dijo: «Efatá», que signi-
fica «¡Ábranse!». 35

 Al instante el hombre pudo 
oír perfectamente bien y se le desató la lengua, 
de modo que hablaba con total claridad.

36
  Jesús le dijo a la multitud que no lo conta-

ran a nadie, pero cuanto más les pedía que no lo 
hicieran, tanto más hacían  correr la voz. 37

 Que-
daron completamente asombrados y decían una 
y otra vez: «Todo lo que él hace es maravilloso. 
Hasta hace oír a los sordos y da la capacidad de 
hablar al que no puede hacerlo».

Jesús alimenta a cuatro mil

8 En esos días, se reunió otra gran multitud, 
y de nuevo la gente quedó sin alimentos. 

 Jesús llamó a sus discípulos y les dijo:
2

 — Siento compasión por ellos. Han estado 
aquí conmigo durante tres días y no les queda 
nada para comer. 3

 Si los envío a sus casas con 
hambre, se desmayarán en el camino porque al-
gunos han venido desde muy lejos.

4
 Sus discípulos respondieron:

— ¿Cómo vamos a conseguir comida sufi-
ciente para darles de comer aquí en el desierto?

5
 — ¿Cuánto pan tienen? — preguntó  Jesús.

— Siete panes — contestaron ellos.
6

 Entonces  Jesús le dijo a la gente que se sen-
tara en el suelo. Luego tomó los siete panes, dio 
gracias a  Dios por ellos, los partió en trozos y se 
los dio a sus discípulos, quienes repartieron el 
pan entre la multitud. 7

 También encontraron 
7:7 Is 29:13 (versión griega).  7:10a Ex 20:12; Dt 5:16.  7:10b Ex 21:17 (versión griega); Lv 20:9 (versión griega).  7:11 En griego 
“Lo que les hubiera dado a ustedes es corbán” (esto es, un regalo).  7:15 Algunos manuscritos agregan el versículo 16: El que tenga 
oídos para oír, que escuche y entienda. Comparar 4:9, 23.  7:24 Algunos manuscritos agregan y Sidón.  7:25 En griego impuro.  
7:26 Gentil, que no es judío. En griego griega.  7:27 En griego Permite que los hijos coman primero.  7:31 En griego Decápolis.  
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la lumbrera mayor para que señorease 
en el día, y la lumbrera menor para que 
señorease en la noche; hizo también las 
estrellas. 17

 Y las puso Dios en la expan
sión de los cielos para alumbrar sobre la 
tierra, 18

 y para señorear en el día y en la 
noche, y para separar la luz de las tinie
blas. Y vio Dios que era bueno. 19

 Y fue 
la tarde y la mañana el día cuarto. 20

 Dijo 
Dios: Produzcan las aguas seres vivien
tes, y aves que vuelen sobre la tierra, en la 
abierta expansión de los cielos. 21

 Y creó 
Dios los grandes monstruos marinos, y 
todo ser viviente que se mueve, que las 
aguas produjeron según su género, y toda 
ave alada según su especie. Y vio Dios que 
era bueno. 22

 Y Dios los bendijo, diciendo: 
Fructificad y multiplicaos, y llenad las 
aguas en los mares, y multiplíquense las 
aves en la tierra. 23

 Y fue la tarde y la ma
ñana el día quinto. 

24
 Luego dijo Dios: Produzca la tierra 

seres vivientes según su género, bestias 
y serpientes y animales de la tierra se
gún su especie. Y fue así. 25

 E hizo Dios 
animales de la tierra según su género, y 
ganado según su género, y todo animal 
que se arrastra sobre la tierra según su 
especie. Y vio Dios que era bueno. 

26
 Entonces dijo Dios: Hagamos al hom

bre a nuestra imagen, conforme a nuestra 
semejanza; y señoree en los peces del mar, 
en las aves de los cielos, en las bestias, en 
toda la tierra, y en todo animal que se 
arrastra sobre la tierra. 27

 Y creó Dios al 
hombre a su imagen, a imagen de Dios 
lo creó; varón y hembra los creó. 28

 Y los 
bendijo Dios, y les dijo: Fructificad y mul
tiplicaos; llenad la tierra, y sojuzgadla, y 
señoread en los peces del mar, en las aves 
de los cielos, y en todas las bestias que se 
mueven sobre la tierra. 

29
 Y dijo Dios: He aquí que os he dado 

toda planta que da semilla, que está 
sobre toda la tierra, y todo árbol en que 
hay fruto y que da semilla; os serán para 
comer. 30

 Y a toda bestia de la tierra, y a 

ENERO

1
GÉNESIS 1:1–2:25
En el principio creó Dios los cielos y la 
tierra. 2

 Y la tierra estaba desordenada y 
vacía, y las tinieblas estaban sobre la faz 
del abismo, y el Espíritu de Dios se movía 
sobre la faz de las aguas. 

3
 Y dijo Dios: Sea la luz; y fue la luz. 4

 Y 
vio Dios que la luz era buena; y separó 
Dios la luz de las tinieblas. 5

 Y llamó Dios 
a la luz Día, y a las tinieblas llamó Noche. 
Y fue la tarde y la mañana un día. 

6
 Luego dijo Dios: Haya expansión en 

medio de las aguas, y separe las aguas 
de las aguas. 7

 E hizo Dios la expansión, 
y separó las aguas que estaban debajo de 
la expansión, de las aguas que estaban 
sobre la expansión. Y fue así. 8

 Y llamó 
Dios a la expansión Cielos. Y fue la tarde 
y la mañana el día segundo. 

9
 Dijo también Dios: Júntense las aguas 

que están debajo de los cielos en un lugar, 
y descúbrase lo seco. Y fue así. 10

 Y llamó 
Dios a lo seco Tierra, y a la reunión de las 
aguas llamó Mares. Y vio Dios que era 
bueno. 11

 Después dijo Dios: Produzca la 
tierra hierba verde, hierba que dé semi
lla; árbol de fruto que dé fruto según su 
género, que su semilla esté en él, sobre la 
tierra. Y fue así. 12

 Produjo, pues, la tierra 
hierba verde, hierba que da semilla según 
su naturaleza, y árbol que da fruto, cuya 
semilla está en él, según su género. Y vio 
Dios que era bueno. 13

 Y fue la tarde y la 
mañana el día tercero. 

14
 Dijo luego Dios: Haya lumbreras en la 

expansión de los cielos para separar el día 
de la noche; y sirvan de señales para las 
estaciones, para días y años, 15

 y sean por 
lumbreras en la expansión de los cielos 
para alumbrar sobre la tierra. Y fue así. 
16

 E hizo Dios las dos grandes lumbreras; 
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20
 —¡Qué dices! —exclamaron—. Tardaron cuarenta y 

seis años en construir este templo, ¿y tú puedes recons-
truirlo en tres días?

21
 Pero cuando Jesús dijo «este templo», se refería a su 

propio cuerpo. 22
 Después que resucitó de los muertos, 

sus discípulos recordaron que había dicho esto y creyeron 
en las Escrituras y también en lo que Jesús había dicho.

Jesús y Nicodemo
23

 Debido a las señales milagrosas que Jesús hizo en 
Jerusalén durante la celebración de la Pascua, muchos 
co menzaron a confiar en él; 24

 pero Jesús no confiaba 
en ellos porque conocía todo acerca de las personas. 
25

 No hacía falta que nadie le dijera sobre la naturaleza 
humana, pues él sabía lo que había en el corazón de 
cada persona.

C a p í t u l o  3
Había un hombre llamado Nicodemo, un líder religioso 
judío, de los fariseos. 2 Una noche, fue a hablar con Jesús:

—Rabí* —le dijo—, todos sabemos que Dios te ha 
enviado para enseñarnos. Las señales milagrosas que 
haces son la prueba de que Dios está contigo.

3 Jesús le respondió:
—Te digo la verdad, a menos que nazcas de nuevo,* 

no puedes ver el reino de Dios.
4

 —¿Qué quieres decir? —exclamó Nicodemo—. 
¿Cómo puede un hombre mayor volver al vientre de su 
madre y nacer de nuevo?

5
 Jesús le contestó:

3:2 Rabí, del arameo, significa «amo» o «maestro»; también en 3:26.  
3:3 O de lo alto; también en 3:7.  
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1  1-2 I, Paul, have been sent on special as-
signment by Christ as part of God’s mas-

ter plan. Together with my friend  Tim o thy, I 
greet the Christians and stalwart followers of 
Christ who live in Colosse. May  every thing 
good from God our Father be yours!

WORKING IN HIS ORCHARD
3-5 Our prayers for you are always spilling 
over into  thanks givings. We can’t quit thank-
ing God our Father and  Jesus our Messiah for 
you! We keep getting reports on your steady 
faith in Christ, our  Jesus, and the love you 
continuously extend to all Christians. The 
lines of pur pose in your lives never grow 
slack, tightly tied as they are to your future 
in heaven, kept taut by hope.

5-8 The Message is as true among you today 
as when you first heard it. It doesn’t diminish 
or weaken over time. It’s the same all over 
the world. The Message bears fruit and gets 
larger and stronger, just as it has in you. From 
the very first day you heard and recognized 
the truth of what God is doing, you’ve been 
hungry for more. It’s as vig or ous in you now 
as when you learned it from our friend and 
close asso ciate  Ep a phras. He is one reliable 

worker for Christ! I could always depend 
on him. He’s the one who told us how thor-
oughly love had been worked into your lives 
by the Spirit.

9-12 Be assured that from the first day we 
heard of you, we haven’t stopped praying for 
you, asking God to give you wise minds and 
spirits attuned to his will, and so acquire a 
thorough understanding of the ways in which 
God works. We pray that you’ll live well for 
the Mas ter, making him proud of you as you 
work hard in his orchard. As you learn more 
and more how God works, you will learn how 
to do your work. We pray that you’ll have the 
strength to stick it out over the long haul—not 
the grim strength of gritting your teeth but the 
glory-strength God gives. It is strength that 
endures the unen dur able and spills over into 
joy, thanking the Father who makes us strong 
enough to take part in  every thing bright and 
beautiful that he has for us.

13-14 God rescued us from dead-end al-
leys and dark  dun geons. He’s set us up in 
the kingdom of the Son he loves so much, 
the Son who got us out of the pit we were in, 
got rid of the sins we were doomed to keep 
repeating.

Putting Together What Belongs Together (1:15-20)

Once while on vacation, our family worked on a jigsaw puzzle. When those thou-
sand pieces were dumped onto the table, it seemed an impossible task to put 
them together. The only thing that kept us from throwing the pile into the fire 
was that there was a picture on the box of what they could become—a picture of 
Sherlock Holmes smoking his pipe and surveying the fields of an English estate 
where a murder had taken place.

That picture made it possible to do something. Because of that picture, we 
had the motivation and faith to go to work. Without it, the chaos would have over-
whelmed us, and we would have given up. That’s precisely what this Scripture 
does for us in relation to the chaotic world in which we live. It gives us a picture. 
Christ is the one who gives coherence to all the disconnected pieces of the puzzle. 
In him everything interlocks. In him everything finds its purpose.

With that picture of Sherlock Holmes, we were motivated to begin the work 
of piecing the puzzle together. Everyone joined in. It was a painfully slow pro-
cess. A seemingly endless search for a piece with a bit of red in it, for example. 
And occasionally the reward of fitting a piece in place. The Bible word for that is 
 reconciliation—  putting together what belongs together.

That’s what Christ is doing with the chaos of the world. And that’s what he’s 
doing with the chaos in the smaller world of our lives. Putting our lives together. 
And making them whole.
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1  1-2 I, Paul, have been sent on special as-
signment by Christ as part of God’s mas-

ter plan. Together with my friend  Tim o thy, I 
greet the Christians and stalwart followers of 
Christ who live in Colosse. May  every thing 
good from God our Father be yours!

WORKING IN HIS ORCHARD
3-5 Our prayers for you are always spilling 
over into  thanks givings. We can’t quit thank-
ing God our Father and  Jesus our Messiah for 
you! We keep getting reports on your steady 
faith in Christ, our  Jesus, and the love you 
continuously extend to all Christians. The 
lines of pur pose in your lives never grow 
slack, tightly tied as they are to your future 
in heaven, kept taut by hope.

5-8 The Message is as true among you today 
as when you first heard it. It doesn’t diminish 
or weaken over time. It’s the same all over 
the world. The Message bears fruit and gets 
larger and stronger, just as it has in you. From 
the very first day you heard and recognized 
the truth of what God is doing, you’ve been 
hungry for more. It’s as vig or ous in you now 
as when you learned it from our friend and 
close asso ciate  Ep a phras. He is one reliable 

worker for Christ! I could always depend 
on him. He’s the one who told us how thor-
oughly love had been worked into your lives 
by the Spirit.

9-12 Be assured that from the first day we 
heard of you, we haven’t stopped praying for 
you, asking God to give you wise minds and 
spirits attuned to his will, and so acquire a 
thorough understanding of the ways in which 
God works. We pray that you’ll live well for 
the Mas ter, making him proud of you as you 
work hard in his orchard. As you learn more 
and more how God works, you will learn how 
to do your work. We pray that you’ll have the 
strength to stick it out over the long haul—not 
the grim strength of gritting your teeth but the 
glory-strength God gives. It is strength that 
endures the unen dur able and spills over into 
joy, thanking the Father who makes us strong 
enough to take part in  every thing bright and 
beautiful that he has for us.

13-14 God rescued us from dead-end al-
leys and dark  dun geons. He’s set us up in 
the kingdom of the Son he loves so much, 
the Son who got us out of the pit we were in, 
got rid of the sins we were doomed to keep 
repeating.

Putting Together What Belongs Together (1:15-20)

Once while on vacation, our family worked on a jigsaw puzzle. When those thou-
sand pieces were dumped onto the table, it seemed an impossible task to put 
them together. The only thing that kept us from throwing the pile into the fire 
was that there was a picture on the box of what they could become—a picture of 
Sherlock Holmes smoking his pipe and surveying the fields of an English estate 
where a murder had taken place.

That picture made it possible to do something. Because of that picture, we 
had the motivation and faith to go to work. Without it, the chaos would have over-
whelmed us, and we would have given up. That’s precisely what this Scripture 
does for us in relation to the chaotic world in which we live. It gives us a picture. 
Christ is the one who gives coherence to all the disconnected pieces of the puzzle. 
In him everything interlocks. In him everything finds its purpose.

With that picture of Sherlock Holmes, we were motivated to begin the work 
of piecing the puzzle together. Everyone joined in. It was a painfully slow pro-
cess. A seemingly endless search for a piece with a bit of red in it, for example. 
And occasionally the reward of fitting a piece in place. The Bible word for that is 
 reconciliation—  putting together what belongs together.

That’s what Christ is doing with the chaos of the world. And that’s what he’s 
doing with the chaos in the smaller world of our lives. Putting our lives together. 
And making them whole.
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1 I, Paul, have been sent on special assignment by Christ as part of God’s 
master plan. Together with my friend  Tim o thy, I greet the Christians and 

stalwart followers of Christ who live in Colosse. May  every thing good from 
God our Father be yours!

WORKING IN HIS ORCHARD
Our prayers for you are always spilling over into  thanks givings. We can’t 
quit thanking God our Father and  Jesus our Messiah for you! We keep 
getting reports on your steady faith in Christ, our  Jesus, and the love you 
continuously extend to all Christians. The lines of pur pose in your lives 
never grow slack, tightly tied as they are to your future in heaven, kept 
taut by hope.

The Message is as true among you today as when you first heard it. It 
doesn’t diminish or weaken over time. It’s the same all over the world. The 
Message bears fruit and gets larger and stronger, just as it has in you. From 
the very first day you heard and recognized the truth of what God is doing, 
you’ve been hungry for more. It’s as vig or ous in you now as when you 
learned it from our friend and close asso ciate  Ep a phras. He is one reliable 
worker for Christ! I could always depend on him. He’s the one who told us 
how thoroughly love had been worked into your lives by the Spirit.

Be assured that from the first day we heard of you, we haven’t stopped 
praying for you, asking God to give you wise minds and spirits attuned to 
his will, and so acquire a thorough understanding of the ways in which 
God works. We pray that you’ll live well for the Mas ter, making him proud 
of you as you work hard in his orchard. As you learn more and more how 
God works, you will learn how to do your work. We pray that you’ll have the 
strength to stick it out over the long  haul—  not the grim strength of gritting 
your teeth but the  glory-  strength God gives. It is strength that endures the 
unen dur able and spills over into joy, thanking the Father who makes us 
strong enough to take part in  every thing bright and beautiful that he has 
for us.

God rescued us from  dead-  end alleys and dark  dun geons. He’s set us 
up in the kingdom of the Son he loves so much, the Son who got us out of 
the pit we were in, got rid of the sins we were doomed to keep repeating.

CHRIST HOLDS IT ALL TOGETHER
We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this 
Son and see God’s original purpose in  every thing created. For  every thing, 
absolutely  every thing, above and below, visible and invis ible, rank after 
rank after rank of  angels— every thing got started in him and finds its pur-
pose in him. He was there before any of it came into existence and holds it 
all together right up to this moment. And when it  comes to the church, he 
organizes and holds it together, like a head does a body.

He was supreme in the beginning  and—  leading the resurrection  parade— 
 he is supreme in the end. From beginning to end he’s there, tow er ing far 
above  every thing,  every one. So spacious is he, so roomy, that  every thing of 
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 29   Moses said, “As soon as I leave here, I will pray to GOD that tomorrow the  
flies will leave Pharaoh, his servants, and his  people. But  don’t play games 
with us and change your mind about releasing us to sacrifice to GOD.”

 30-32  Moses left Pharaoh and prayed to GOD. GOD did what Moses asked. He  
got rid of the f lies from Pharaoh and his servants and his  people. There 
 wasn’t a f ly left. But Pharaoh became stubborn once again and  wouldn’t 
release the  people.

S T R I K E  F I V E :  A N I M A L S

 1-4 9 GOD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘GOD, the God of 
the Hebrews, says: Release my  people so they can worship me. If you 
refuse to release them and continue to hold on to them,  I’m giving you 

fair warning: GOD will come down hard on your livestock out in the 
fields — horses, donkeys, camels, cattle, sheep — striking them with a severe 
disease. GOD will draw a sharp line between the livestock of Israel and the 
livestock of Egypt. Not one animal that belongs to the Israelites will die.’ ”

 5  Then GOD set the time: “Tomorrow GOD will do this thing.”
 6-7  And the next day GOD did it. All the livestock of Egypt died, but not 

one animal of the Israelites died. Pharaoh sent men to find out what had 
happened and there it was: none of the livestock of the Israelites had 
died — not one death. But Pharaoh stayed stubborn. He  wouldn’t release 
the  people.

S T R I K E  S I X :  B O I L S

 8-11 GOD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take fistfuls of soot from a furnace  
and have Moses throw it into the air right before  Pharaoh’s eyes; it will 
become a film of fine dust all over Egypt and cause sores, an eruption of 
boils on  people and animals throughout Egypt.” So they took soot from a 
furnace, stood in front of Pharaoh, and threw it up into the air. It caused 
boils to erupt on  people and animals. The magicians  weren’t able to com-
pete with Moses this time because of the boils — they were covered with 
boils just like everyone else in Egypt.

 12  GOD hardened Pharaoh in his stubbornness. He  wouldn’t listen, just as  
GOD had said to Moses.

S T R I K E  S E V E N :  H A I L

 13-19 GOD said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning and confront Pharaoh. Tell  
him, ‘GOD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Release my  people so they can worship 
me. This time I am going to strike you and your servants and your  people with 
the full force of my power so  you’ll get it into your head that  there’s no one like 
me anywhere in all the Earth. You know that by now I could have struck you 
and your  people with deadly disease and there would be nothing left of you, not 
a trace. But for one reason only  I’ve kept you on your feet: To make you recognize 
my power so that my reputation spreads in all the Earth. You are still building 
yourself up at my   people’s expense. You are not letting them go. So  here’s  what’s 
going to happen: At this time tomorrow  I’m sending a terrific hailstorm—  there’s 
never been a storm like this in Egypt from the day of its founding until now. So 
get your livestock under roof— everything exposed in the open fields,  people 
and animals, will die when the hail comes down.’ ” 

 20-21  All of  Pharaoh’s servants who had respect for GOD’s word got their  
workers and animals under cover as fast as they could, but those who  didn’t 

8 – 9
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1  I, Paul, have been sent on special assignment by Christ as part of God’s master plan. 
Together with my friend  Tim o thy, I greet the Christians and stalwart followers of 

Christ who live in Colosse. May  every thing good from God our Father be yours!

Working in His Orchard
Our prayers for you are always spilling over into  thanks givings. We can’t quit thanking 
God our Father and  Jesus our Messiah for you! We keep getting reports on your steady 
faith in Christ, our  Jesus, and the love you continuously extend to all Christians. The 
lines of pur pose in your lives never grow slack, tightly tied as they are to your future in 
heaven, kept taut by hope.

The Message is as true among you today as when you first heard it. It doesn’t diminish 
or weaken over time. It’s the same all over the world. The Message bears fruit and gets 
larger and stronger, just as it has in you. From the very first day you heard and recog-
nized the truth of what God is doing, you’ve been hungry for more. It’s as vig or ous in 
you now as when you learned it from our friend and close asso ciate  Ep a phras. He is one 
reliable worker for Christ! I could always depend on him. He’s the one who told us how 
thoroughly love had been worked into your lives by the Spirit.

Be assured that from the first day we heard of you, we haven’t stopped praying for 
you, asking God to give you wise minds and spirits attuned to his will, and so acquire a 
thorough understanding of the ways in which God works. We pray that you’ll live well 
for the Mas ter, making him proud of you as you work hard in his orchard. As you learn 
more and more how God works, you will learn how to do your work. We pray that you’ll 
have the strength to stick it out over the long  haul—  not the grim strength of gritting 
your teeth but the  glory-  strength God gives. It is strength that endures the unen dur able 
and spills over into joy, thanking the Father who makes us strong enough to take part in 
 every thing bright and beautiful that he has for us.

God rescued us from  dead-  end alleys and dark  dun geons. He’s set us up in the king-
dom of the Son he loves so much, the Son who got us out of the pit we were in, got rid of 
the sins we were doomed to keep repeating.

Christ Holds It All Together
We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this Son and see 
God’s original purpose in  every thing created. For  every thing, absolutely  every thing, 
above and below, visible and invis ible, rank after rank after rank of  angels— every thing 
got started in him and finds its purpose in him. He was there before any of it came into 
existence and holds it all together right up to this moment. And when it  comes to the 
church, he organizes and holds it together, like a head does a body.

He was supreme in the beginning  and—  leading the resurrection  parade—  he is su-
preme in the end. From beginning to end he’s there, tow er ing far above  every thing, 
 every one. So spacious is he, so expansive, that  every thing of God finds its proper 
place in him without crowding. Not only that, but all the broken and dislocated pieces 
of the  universe—  people and things, animals and  atoms—  get properly fixed and fit 
together in vibrant harmonies, all because of his death, his blood that poured down 
from the cross.

You yourselves are a case study of what he does. At one time you all had your backs 

1-2

3-5

5-8

9-12

13-14

15-18

18-20

21-23

page 1507  d  Colos sians  1

FullSize_MSG.indb   1507 10/3/2018   10:57:20 AM

The Message Full Size (01, 02, 03)

01 0502 03 04

(Above) Leather-Look Clamshell Box

(Above) Leather-Look Clamshell Box

2 � g e n e s i s 6 – 7

 11-12  As far as God was concerned, the Earth had become a sewer; there was  
violence everywhere. God took one look and saw how bad it was, everyone 
corrupt and corrupting — life itself corrupt to the core. 

 13  God said to Noah, “It’s all over. It’s the end of the human race. The violence 
is everywhere; I’m making a clean sweep.

 14-16  “Build yourself a ship from teakwood. Make rooms in it. Coat it with pitch 
inside and out. Make it 450 feet long, seventy-five feet wide, and forty-five 
feet high. Build a roof for it and put in a window eighteen inches from the 
top; put in a door on the side of the ship; and make three decks, lower, 
middle, and upper.

 17  “I’m going to bring a flood on the Earth that will destroy everything alive 
under Heaven. Total destruction.

 18-21  “But I’m going to establish a covenant with you: You’ll board the ship, and 
your sons, your wife and your sons’ wives will come on board with you. You 
are also to take two of each living creature, a male and a female, on board the 
ship, to preserve their lives with you: two of every species of bird, mammal, 
and reptile — two of everything so as to preserve their lives along with yours. 
Also get all the food you’ll need and store it up for you and them.” 

 22  Noah did everything God commanded him to do.

 1 7 Next GOD said to Noah, “Now board the ship, you and all your 
family — out of everyone in this generation, you’re the righteous one.

 2-4   “Take on board with you seven pairs of every clean animal, a male and  
a female; one pair of every unclean animal, a male and a female; and seven 
pairs of every kind of bird, a male and a female, to insure their survival on 
Earth. In just seven days I will dump rain on Earth for forty days and forty 
nights. I’ll make a clean sweep of everything that I’ve made.”

 5  Noah did everything GOD commanded him.
 6-10  Noah was 600 years old when the floodwaters covered the Earth. Noah and  

his wife and sons and their wives boarded the ship to escape the flood. Clean 
and unclean animals, birds, and all the crawling creatures came in pairs to 
Noah and to the ship, male and female, just as God had commanded Noah. 
In seven days the floodwaters came.

 11-12  It was the six-hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month that it happened: all the underground springs 
erupted and all the windows of Heaven were thrown open. Rain poured for 
forty days and forty nights.

 13-16  That’s the day Noah and his sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth, accompanied  
by his wife and his sons’ wives, boarded the ship. And with them every kind 
of wild and domestic animal, right down to all the kinds of creatures that 
crawl and all kinds of birds and anything that flies. They came to Noah and 
to the ship in pairs — everything and anything that had the breath of life in it, 
male and female of every creature came just as God had commanded Noah. 
Then GOD shut the door behind him.
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life—it’s not possible to enter God’s kingdom. When 
you look at a baby, it’s just that: a body you can look 
at and touch. But the person who takes shape within 
is formed by something you can’t see and touch—the 
Spirit—and be comes a living spirit.

7-8 “So don’t be so surprised when I tell you that 
you have to be ‘born from above’—out of this world, 
so to speak. You know well enough how the wind 
blows this way and that. You hear it rustling through 
the trees, but you have no idea where it  comes from 
or where it’s headed next. That’s the way it is with 
 every one ‘born from above’ by the wind of God, the 
Spirit of God.”

9  Nic o de mus asked, “What do you mean by this? 
How does this happen?”

10-12  Jesus said, “You’re a respected teacher of  Is ra el 
and you don’t know these basics? Listen carefully. I’m 
speaking sober truth to you. I speak only of what I 
know by experience; I give witness only to what I have 
seen with my own eyes. There is nothing secondhand 
here, no hearsay. Yet instead of facing the evidence 
and accepting it, you procrastinate with questions. If 
I tell you things that are plain as the hand before your 
face and you don’t believe me, what use is there in 
telling you of things you can’t see, the things of God?

13-15 “No one has ever gone up into the presence of 
God except the One who came down from that Pres-
ence, the Son of Man. In the same way that  Moses 
lifted the serpent in the desert so people could have 
something to see and then believe, it is necessary for 
the Son of Man to be lifted up—and  every one who 
looks up to him, trusting and expectant, will gain a 
real life, eternal life.

16-18 “This is how much God loved the world: He 
gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: 
so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, 
anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t 
go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point 
an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. 
He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone 
who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to 
trust him has long since been under the death sen-
tence without knowing it. And why? Because of that 
person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of 
God when introduced to him.

19-21 “This is the crisis we’re in: God-light streamed 
into the world, but men and women  every where ran 
for the darkness. They went for the darkness because 
they were not  real ly interested in pleasing God. 
 Every one who makes a practice of doing evil, addicted 
to denial and illusion, hates God-light and won’t come 
near it, fearing a painful exposure. But anyone work-
ing and living in truth and reality wel comes God-light 
so the work can be seen for the God-work it is.”

The Bridegroom’s Friend
22-26 After this conversation,  Jesus went on with his 
disciples into the  Ju dean countryside and relaxed 
with them there. He was also baptizing. At the same 
time, John was baptizing over at  Ae non near  Sa lim, 
where water was abundant. This was before John was 
thrown into jail. John’s dis ciples got into an argument 
with the establishment  Jews over the nature of bap-
tism. They came to John and said,  “Rab bi, you know 
the one who was with you on the other side of the 
 Jor dan? The one you author ized with your witness? 
Well, he’s now competing with us. He’s baptizing, 
too, and  every one’s going to him instead of us.”

27-29 John answered, “It’s not possible for a person 

to succeed—I’m talking about eternal success—with-
out heaven’s help. You yourselves were there when I 
made it public that I was not the Messiah but simply 
the one sent ahead of him to get things ready. The one 
who gets the bride is, by definition, the bridegroom. 
And the bridegroom’s friend, his ‘best man’—that’s 
me—in place at his side where he can hear  every 
word, is genuinely happy. How could he be jealous 
when he knows that the wedding is finished and the 
marriage is off to a good start?

29-30 “That’s why my cup is running over. This is 
the assigned moment for him to move into the center, 
while I slip off to the sidelines.

31-33  “The One who  comes from above is head 
and shoulders over other messengers from God. The 
earthborn is earthbound and speaks earth language; 
the heavenborn is in a league of his own. He sets out 
the evidence of what he saw and heard in heaven. No 
one wants to deal with these facts. But anyone who 
examines this evidence will come to stake his life on 
this: that God himself is the truth.

34-36 “The One that God sent speaks God’s words. 
And don’t think he rations out the Spirit in bits and 
pieces. The Father loves the Son extrava gantly. He 
turned  every thing over to him so he could give it 
away—a lavish distribution of gifts. That is why who-
ever accepts and trusts the Son gets in on  every thing, 
life complete and forever! And that is also why the 
person who avoids and distrusts the Son is in the dark 
and doesn’t see life. All he experiences of God is dark-
ness, and an angry darkness at that.”

The Woman at the Well

4  1-3   Jesus realized that the  Phar i sees were keep-
ing count of the baptisms that he and John per-

formed (although his disciples, not  Jesus, did the 
actual baptizing). They had posted the score that 
 Jesus was ahead, turning him and John into rivals 
in the eyes of the people. So  Jesus left the  Ju dean 
countryside and went back to  Gal i lee.

4-6 To get there, he had to pass through  Sa mar ia. 
He came into  Sy char, a  Sa mar i tan village that bor-
dered the field Jacob had given his son  Jo seph. Jacob’s 
well was still there.  Jesus, worn out by the trip, sat 
down at the well. It was noon.

7-8  A woman, a  Sa mar i tan, came to draw water. 
 Jesus said, “Would you give me a drink of water?” (His 
disciples had gone to the village to buy food for lunch.)

9  The  Sa mar i tan woman, taken aback, asked, 
“How come you, a Jew, are asking me, a  Sa mar i tan 
woman, for a drink?” ( Jews in those days wouldn’t be 
caught dead talking to  Sa mar i tans.)

10   Jesus answered, “If you knew the generosity 
of God and who I am, you would be asking me for a 
drink, and I would give you fresh, living water.”

11-12 The woman said, “Sir, you don’t even have a 
bucket to draw with, and this well is deep. So how are 
you going to get this ‘living water’? Are you a better 
man than our ancestor Jacob, who dug this well and 
drank from it, he and his sons and livestock, and 
passed it down to us?”

13-14   Jesus said,  “Every one who drinks this water 
will get thirsty again and again. Anyone who drinks 
the water I give will never thirst—not ever. The water 
I give will be an artesian spring within, gushing foun-
tains of endless life.”

15 The woman said, “Sir, give me this water so I 
won’t ever get thirsty, won’t ever have to come back 
to this well again!”
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The Woman at the Well

4  1-3  Jesus realized that the  Phar i sees were 
keeping count of the baptisms that he 

and John performed (although his disciples, 
not  Jesus, did the actual baptizing). They had 
posted the score that  Jesus was ahead, turn-
ing him and John into rivals in the eyes of the 
people. So  Jesus left the  Ju dean countryside 
and went back to  Gal i lee.

4-6 To get there, he had to pass through 
 Sa mar ia. He came into  Sy char, a  Sa mar i tan 
village that bordered the field Jacob had 
given his son  Jo seph. Jacob’s well was still 
there.  Jesus, worn out by the trip, sat down 
at the well. It was noon.

7-8 A woman, a  Sa mar i tan, came to draw 
water.  Jesus said, “Would you give me a drink 
of water?” (His disciples had gone to the vil-
lage to buy food for lunch.)

9 The  Sa mar i tan woman, taken aback, 
asked, “How come you, a Jew, are asking me, 
a  Sa mar i tan woman, for a drink?” ( Jews in 
those days wouldn’t be caught dead talking 
to  Sa mar i tans.)

10  Jesus answered, “If you knew the gen-
erosity of God and who I am, you would be 
asking me for a drink, and I would give you 
fresh, living water.”

11-12 The woman said, “Sir, you don’t even 
have a bucket to draw with, and this well is 
deep. So how are you going to get this ‘living 
water’? Are you a better man than our ances-
tor Jacob, who dug this well and drank from 
it, he and his sons and livestock, and passed 
it down to us?”

13-14  Jesus said,  “Every one who drinks this 
water will get thirsty again and again. Any-
one who drinks the water I give will never 
 thirst—  not ever. The water I give will be an 
artesian spring within, gushing fountains of 
endless life.”

15 The woman said, “Sir, give me this water 
so I won’t ever get thirsty, won’t ever have to 
come back to this well again!”

16 He said, “Go call your husband and then 
come back.”

17-18 “I have no husband,” she said.
“That’s nicely put: ‘I have no husband.’ 

You’ve had five husbands, and the man you’re 
living with now isn’t even your husband. You 
spoke the truth there, sure enough.”

19-20 “Oh, so you’re a prophet! Well, tell me 
this: Our ancestors worshiped God at this 
mountain, but you  Jews insist that  Je ru sa lem 
is the only place for worship, right?”

21-23 “Believe me, woman, the time is com-
ing when you  Sa mar i tans will worship the 

Father neither here at this mountain nor 
there in  Je ru sa lem. You worship guessing in 
the dark; we  Jews worship in the clear light of 
day. God’s way of salvation is made available 
through the  Jews. But the time is  coming—  it 
has, in fact,  come—  when what you’re called 
will not matter and where you go to worship 
will not matter.

23-24 “It’s who you are and the way you live 
that count before God. Your worship must en-
gage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That’s 
the kind of people the Father is out look-
ing for: those who are simply and honestly 
themselves before him in their worship. God 
is sheer being  itself—  Spirit. Those who wor-
ship him must do it out of their very being, 
their spirits, their true selves, in adoration.”

25 The woman said, “I don’t know about 
that. I do know that the Messiah is coming. 
When he arrives, we’ll get the whole story.”

26 “I am he,” said  Jesus. “You don’t have to 
wait any longer or look any further.”

27 Just then his disciples came back. They 
were shocked. They couldn’t believe he was 
talking with that kind of a woman. No one 
said what they were all thinking, but their 
faces showed it.

28-30 The woman took the hint and left. In 
her confusion she left her water pot. Back in 
the village she told the people, “Come see 
a man who knew all about the things I did, 
who knows me inside and out. Do you think 
this could be the Messiah?” And they went 
out to see for themselves.

It’s Harvest Time
31 In the meantime, the disciples pressed 
him,  “Rab bi, eat. Aren’t you going to eat?”

32 He told them, “I have food to eat you 
know nothing about.”

33 The disciples were puzzled. “Who could 
have brought him food?”

34-35  Jesus said, “The food that keeps me 
going is that I do the will of the One who sent 
me, finishing the work he started. As you 
look around right now, wouldn’t you say that 
in about four months it will be time to har-
vest? Well, I’m telling you to open your eyes 
and take a good look at what’s right in front 
of you. These  Sa mar i tan fields are ripe. It’s 
harvest time!

36-38 “The Harvester isn’t waiting. He’s 
taking his pay, gathering in this grain that’s 
ripe for eternal life. Now the Sower is arm in 
arm with the Harvester, triumphant. That’s 
the truth of the saying, ‘This one sows, that 
one harvests.’ I sent you to harvest a field you 
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life—it’s not possible to enter God’s kingdom. When 
you look at a baby, it’s just that: a body you can look 
at and touch. But the person who takes shape within 
is formed by something you can’t see and touch—the 
Spirit—and be comes a living spirit.

7-8 “So don’t be so surprised when I tell you that 
you have to be ‘born from above’—out of this world, 
so to speak. You know well enough how the wind 
blows this way and that. You hear it rustling through 
the trees, but you have no idea where it  comes from 
or where it’s headed next. That’s the way it is with 
 every one ‘born from above’ by the wind of God, the 
Spirit of God.”

9  Nic o de mus asked, “What do you mean by this? 
How does this happen?”

10-12  Jesus said, “You’re a respected teacher of  Is ra el 
and you don’t know these basics? Listen carefully. I’m 
speaking sober truth to you. I speak only of what I 
know by experience; I give witness only to what I have 
seen with my own eyes. There is nothing secondhand 
here, no hearsay. Yet instead of facing the evidence 
and accepting it, you procrastinate with questions. If 
I tell you things that are plain as the hand before your 
face and you don’t believe me, what use is there in 
telling you of things you can’t see, the things of God?

13-15 “No one has ever gone up into the presence of 
God except the One who came down from that Pres-
ence, the Son of Man. In the same way that  Moses 
lifted the serpent in the desert so people could have 
something to see and then believe, it is necessary for 
the Son of Man to be lifted up—and  every one who 
looks up to him, trusting and expectant, will gain a 
real life, eternal life.

16-18 “This is how much God loved the world: He 
gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: 
so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, 
anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t 
go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point 
an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. 
He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone 
who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to 
trust him has long since been under the death sen-
tence without knowing it. And why? Because of that 
person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of 
God when introduced to him.

19-21 “This is the crisis we’re in: God-light streamed 
into the world, but men and women  every where ran 
for the darkness. They went for the darkness because 
they were not  real ly interested in pleasing God. 
 Every one who makes a practice of doing evil, addicted 
to denial and illusion, hates God-light and won’t come 
near it, fearing a painful exposure. But anyone work-
ing and living in truth and reality wel comes God-light 
so the work can be seen for the God-work it is.”

The Bridegroom’s Friend
22-26 After this conversation,  Jesus went on with his 
disciples into the  Ju dean countryside and relaxed 
with them there. He was also baptizing. At the same 
time, John was baptizing over at  Ae non near  Sa lim, 
where water was abundant. This was before John was 
thrown into jail. John’s dis ciples got into an argument 
with the establishment  Jews over the nature of bap-
tism. They came to John and said,  “Rab bi, you know 
the one who was with you on the other side of the 
 Jor dan? The one you author ized with your witness? 
Well, he’s now competing with us. He’s baptizing, 
too, and  every one’s going to him instead of us.”

27-29 John answered, “It’s not possible for a person 

to succeed—I’m talking about eternal success—with-
out heaven’s help. You yourselves were there when I 
made it public that I was not the Messiah but simply 
the one sent ahead of him to get things ready. The one 
who gets the bride is, by definition, the bridegroom. 
And the bridegroom’s friend, his ‘best man’—that’s 
me—in place at his side where he can hear  every 
word, is genuinely happy. How could he be jealous 
when he knows that the wedding is finished and the 
marriage is off to a good start?

29-30 “That’s why my cup is running over. This is 
the assigned moment for him to move into the center, 
while I slip off to the sidelines.

31-33  “The One who  comes from above is head 
and shoulders over other messengers from God. The 
earthborn is earthbound and speaks earth language; 
the heavenborn is in a league of his own. He sets out 
the evidence of what he saw and heard in heaven. No 
one wants to deal with these facts. But anyone who 
examines this evidence will come to stake his life on 
this: that God himself is the truth.

34-36 “The One that God sent speaks God’s words. 
And don’t think he rations out the Spirit in bits and 
pieces. The Father loves the Son extrava gantly. He 
turned  every thing over to him so he could give it 
away—a lavish distribution of gifts. That is why who-
ever accepts and trusts the Son gets in on  every thing, 
life complete and forever! And that is also why the 
person who avoids and distrusts the Son is in the dark 
and doesn’t see life. All he experiences of God is dark-
ness, and an angry darkness at that.”

The Woman at the Well

4  1-3   Jesus realized that the  Phar i sees were keep-
ing count of the baptisms that he and John per-

formed (although his disciples, not  Jesus, did the 
actual baptizing). They had posted the score that 
 Jesus was ahead, turning him and John into rivals 
in the eyes of the people. So  Jesus left the  Ju dean 
countryside and went back to  Gal i lee.

4-6 To get there, he had to pass through  Sa mar ia. 
He came into  Sy char, a  Sa mar i tan village that bor-
dered the field Jacob had given his son  Jo seph. Jacob’s 
well was still there.  Jesus, worn out by the trip, sat 
down at the well. It was noon.

7-8  A woman, a  Sa mar i tan, came to draw water. 
 Jesus said, “Would you give me a drink of water?” (His 
disciples had gone to the village to buy food for lunch.)

9  The  Sa mar i tan woman, taken aback, asked, 
“How come you, a Jew, are asking me, a  Sa mar i tan 
woman, for a drink?” ( Jews in those days wouldn’t be 
caught dead talking to  Sa mar i tans.)

10   Jesus answered, “If you knew the generosity 
of God and who I am, you would be asking me for a 
drink, and I would give you fresh, living water.”

11-12 The woman said, “Sir, you don’t even have a 
bucket to draw with, and this well is deep. So how are 
you going to get this ‘living water’? Are you a better 
man than our ancestor Jacob, who dug this well and 
drank from it, he and his sons and livestock, and 
passed it down to us?”

13-14   Jesus said,  “Every one who drinks this water 
will get thirsty again and again. Anyone who drinks 
the water I give will never thirst—not ever. The water 
I give will be an artesian spring within, gushing foun-
tains of endless life.”

15 The woman said, “Sir, give me this water so I 
won’t ever get thirsty, won’t ever have to come back 
to this well again!”
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Simple Faith and Plain Truth

2  1-3 The first thing I want you to do is 
pray. Pray  every way you know how, 

for  every one you know. Pray especially 
for rulers and their governments to rule 
well so we can be quietly about our busi-
ness of living simply, in humble contem-
plation. This is the way our  Sav ior God 
wants us to live.

4-7 He wants not only us but  every one 
saved, you know,  every one to get to know 
the truth we’ve learned: that there’s 
one God and only one, and one  Priest- 
 Mediator between God and  us— Jesus, 
who offered himself in exchange for 
 every one held captive by sin, to set them 
all free. Eventually the news is going to 
get out. This and this only has been my 
appointed work: getting this news to 
those who have never heard of God, and 
explaining how it works by simple faith 
and plain truth.

8-10 Since prayer is at the bottom of all 
this, what I want mostly is for men to 
 pray—  not shaking angry fists at enemies 
but raising holy hands to God. And I want 
women to get in there with the men in hu-
mility before God, not primping before a 
mirror or chasing the latest fashions but 
doing something beautiful for God and 
becoming beautiful doing it.

11-15 I don’t let women take over and 
tell the men what to do. They should 
study to be quiet and obedient along 
with  every one else. Adam was made 
first, then Eve; woman was deceived 
 first—  our pioneer in sin!—  with Adam 
right on her heels. On the other hand, her 
 child bear ing brought about salvation, re-
versing Eve. But this salvation only  comes 
to those who continue in faith, love, and 
holiness, gathering it all into maturity. 
You can depend on this.

Leadership in the Church

3  1-7 If anyone wants to provide leader-
ship in the church, good! But there 

are preconditions: A leader must be 
 well-  thought-  of, committed to his wife, 
cool and collected, accessible, and 

hospitable. He must know what he’s talk-
ing about, not be overfond of wine, not 
pushy but gentle, not  thin-  skinned, not 
 money-  hungry. He must handle his own 
affairs well, attentive to his own children 
and having their respect. For if someone 
is unable to handle his own affairs, how 
can he take care of God’s church? He 
must not be a new believer, lest the posi-
tion go to his head and the Devil trip him 
up. Outsiders must think well of him, or 
else the Devil will figure out a way to lure 
him into his trap.

8-13 The same goes for those who want 
to be servants in the church: serious, not 
deceitful, not too free with the bottle, not 
in it for what they can get out of it. They 
must be reverent before the mystery of the 
faith, not using their position to try to run 
things. Let them prove themselves first. If 
they show they can do it, take them on. 
No exceptions are to be made for  women— 
 same qualifications: serious, dependable, 
not  sharp-  tongued, not overfond of wine. 
Servants in the church are to be commit-
ted to their spouses, attentive to their own 
children, and diligent in looking after their 
own affairs. Those who do this servant 
work will come to be highly respected, a 
real credit to this  Jesus-  faith.

14-16 I hope to visit you soon, but just in 
case I’m delayed, I’m writing this letter so 
you’ll know how things ought to go in God’s 
household, this  God-  alive church, bastion 
of truth. This Christian life is a great mys-
tery, far exceeding our understanding, but 
some things are clear enough:

He appeared in a human body,
was proved right by the invisible 

Spirit,
was seen by angels.

He was proclaimed among all kinds of 
peoples,

believed in all over the world,
taken up into heavenly glory.

Teach with Your Life

4  1-5 The Spirit makes it clear that as 
time goes on, some are going to give 
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of each living creature, a male and a female, on board the ship, to preserve their lives 
with you: two of every species of bird, mammal, and reptile—two of everything so as 
to preserve their lives along with yours. Also get all the food  you’ll need and store it up 
for you and them.” 

Noah did everything God commanded him to do.

007 Next God said to Noah, “Now board the ship, you and all your family—out 
of everyone in this generation,  you’re the righteous one.

“Take on board with you seven pairs of every clean animal, a male and a female; one 
pair of every unclean animal, a male and a female; and seven pairs of every kind of bird, 
a male and a female, to insure their survival on Earth. In just seven days I will dump 
rain on Earth for forty days and forty nights.  I’ll make a clean sweep of everything that 
 I’ve made.”

Noah did everything God commanded him.
Noah was 600 years old when the floodwaters covered the Earth. Noah and his wife 

and sons and their wives boarded the ship to escape the flood. Clean and unclean ani-
mals, birds, and all the crawling creatures came in pairs to Noah and to the ship, male and 
female, just as God had commanded Noah. In seven days the floodwaters came.

It was the six-hundredth year of  Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seven-
teenth day of the month that it happened: all the underground springs erupted and 
all the windows of Heaven were thrown open. Rain poured for forty days and forty 
nights.

 That’s the day Noah and his sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth, accompanied by his wife 
and his sons’ wives, boarded the ship. And with them every kind of wild and domestic 
animal, right down to all the kinds of creatures that crawl and all kinds of birds and any-
thing that flies. They came to Noah and to the ship in pairs—everything and anything 
that had the breath of life in it, male and female of every creature came just as God had 
commanded Noah. Then God shut the door behind him.

The flood continued forty days and the waters rose and lifted the ship high over the 
Earth. The waters kept rising, the flood deepened on the Earth, the ship floated on the 
surface. The flood got worse until all the highest mountains were covered—the high 
water mark reached twenty feet above the crest of the mountains. Everything died. 
Anything that moved—dead. Birds, farm animals, wild animals, the entire teeming 
exuberance of life—dead. And all people—dead. Every living, breathing creature that 
lived on dry land died; he wiped out the whole works— people and animals, crawling 
creatures and flying birds, every last one of them, gone. Only Noah and his company 
on the ship lived.

The floodwaters took over for 150 days.

008 Then God turned his attention to Noah and all the wild animals and farm animals 
with him on the ship. God caused the wind to blow and the  floodwaters began to 

go down. The underground springs were shut off, the windows of Heaven closed and the 
rain quit. Inch by inch the water lowered. After 150 days the worst was over.

On the seventeenth day of the seventh month, the ship landed on the Ararat mountain 
range. The water kept going down until the tenth month. On the first day of the tenth 
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25 G e n e s i s 12 – 14

 18-19  Pharaoh called for Abram, “ What’s this that  you’ve done to me? Why  didn’t you 
tell me that  she’s your wife? Why did you say, ‘ She’s my sister’ so that  I’d take her 
as my wife?  Here’s your wife back— take her and get out!” 

 20  Pharaoh ordered his men to get Abram out of the country. They sent him 
and his wife and everything he owned on their way.

 1-2 13 So Abram left Egypt and went back to the Negev, he and his wife 
and everything he owned, and Lot still with him. By now Abram 
was very rich, loaded with cattle and silver and gold.

 3-4  He moved on from the Negev, camping along the way, to Bethel, the place 
he had first set up his tent between Bethel and Ai and built his first altar. 
Abram prayed there to GOD. 

 5-7  Lot, who was traveling with Abram, was also rich in sheep and cattle and 
tents. But the land  couldn’t support both of them; they had too many 
possessions. They  couldn’t both live there — quarrels broke out between 
 Abram’s shepherds and  Lot’s shepherds. The Canaanites and Perizzites 
were also living on the land at the time.

 8-9  Abram said to Lot, “ Let’s not have fighting between us, between your shep-
herds and my shepherds. After all,  we’re  family. Look around.  Isn’t there 
plenty of land out there?  Let’s separate. If you go left,  I’ll go right; if you go 
right,  I’ll go left.”

 10-11  Lot looked. He saw the whole plain of the Jordan spread out, well watered (this 
was before GOD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah), like  GOD’s garden, like Egypt, 
and stretching all the way to Zoar. Lot took the whole plain of the Jordan. Lot set 
out to the east. 

 11-12  That’s how they came to part company, uncle and nephew. Abram settled in 
Canaan; Lot settled in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent near Sodom.

 13  The  people of Sodom were evil — f lagrant sinners against GOD.
 14-17  After Lot separated from him, GOD said to Abram, “Open your eyes, look 

around. Look north, south, east, and west. Everything you see, the whole land 
spread out before you, I will give to you and your children forever.  I’ll make 
your descendants like dust — counting your descendants will be as impos-
sible as counting the dust of the Earth. So — on your feet, get moving! Walk 
through the country, its length and breadth;  I’m giving it all to you.”

 18  Abram moved his tent. He went and settled by the Oaks of Mamre in 
Hebron. There he built an altar to GOD.

 1-2 14 Then this: Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, 
Kedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim went off to war 
to fight Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king 

of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, that is, Zoar. 
 3-4  This second group of kings, the attacked, came together at the Valley 

of Siddim, that is, the Salt Sea. They had been under the thumb of 
Kedorlaomer for twelve years. In the thirteenth year, they revolted.

 5-7  In the fourteenth year, Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him set out 
and defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the 
Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim, and the Horites in their hill country of Seir 
as far as El Paran on the far edge of the desert. On their way back they 
stopped at En Mishpat, that is, Kadesh, and conquered the whole region of 
the Amalekites as well as that of the Amorites who lived in Hazazon Tamar. 

 8-9  That’s when the king of Sodom marched out with the king of Gomorrah, 
the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, that is, Zoar. 
They drew up in battle formation against their enemies in the Valley of 
Siddim — against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel 
king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five.

 10-12  The Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits. When the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah f led, they fell into the tar pits, but the rest escaped into the 

01_CompactBible_Txt_FNL.indd   25 4/30/10   3:27 PM

The Message Compact (03, 04)

J O H N
d d d

The  Life-  Light

1  The Word was first,
the Word present to God,

God present to the Word.
The Word was God,

in readiness for God from day one.

Everything was created through him;
 nothing—  not one thing!—
came into being without him.

What came into existence was Life,
and the Life was Light to live by.

The  Life-  Light blazed out of the darkness;
the darkness couldn’t put it out.

There once was a man, his name John, sent by God to point out the way to the  Life- 
 Light. He came to show  every one where to look, who to believe in. John was not himself 
the Light; he was there to show the way to the Light.

The  Life-  Light was the real thing:
Every person entering Life
he brings into Light.

He was in the world,
the world was there through him,
and yet the world didn’t even notice.

He came to his own people,
but they didn’t want him.

But whoever did want him,
who believed he was who he claimed
and would do what he said,

He made to be their true selves,
their  child-  of-  God selves.

These are the  God-  begotten,
not  blood-  begotten,
not  flesh-  begotten,
not  sex-  begotten.

The Word became flesh and blood,
and moved into the neighborhood.

We saw the glory with our own eyes,
the  one-  of-  a-  kind glory,
like Father, like Son,

Generous inside and out,
true from start to finish.

1-2

3-5

6-8

9-13

14
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02 Personal Size  Leather-Look, Raspberry Swirl 8.7 978-1-61291-429-9 $39.99 White ✓ Clamshell Box 1808 16 51⁄2 x 83⁄8

03 Personal Size  Leather-Look, Saddle Tan 8.7 978-1-61291-819-8 $39.99 White ✓ Clamshell Box 1808 16 51⁄2 x 83⁄8

04 Personal Size Leather-Look, Black Wave 8.7 978-1-63146-528-4 $39.99 White ✓ Clamshell Box 1808 16 51⁄2 x 83⁄8

(Above) Leather-Look Clamshell Box

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Message New Testament Mass Paper 8.5 978-1-57683-430-5 $7.99 White 544 44 43⁄16 x 67⁄8

02 NT w/ Psalms & Proverbs Softcover 7 978-1-57683-937-9 $7.99 White 528 120 33⁄4 x 51⁄4

03 NT w/ Psalms & Proverbs Softcover 8 978-1-60006-135-6 $12.99 White 608 20 51⁄2 x 81⁄2
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G E N E S I S
d d d

Heaven and Earth

1  First this: God created the Heavens and  Earth—  all you see, all you don’t see. Earth 
was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness.  God’s Spirit 

brooded like a bird above the watery abyss.

God spoke: “Light!”
And light appeared.

God saw that light was good
and separated light from dark.

God named the light Day,
he named the dark Night.

It was evening, it was  morning—
Day One.

God spoke: “Sky! In the middle of the waters;
separate water from water!”

God made sky.
He separated the water under sky

from the water above sky.
And there it was:

he named sky the Heavens;
It was evening, it was  morning—
Day Two.

God spoke: “Separate!
 Water-  beneath-  Heaven, gather into one place;

Land, appear!”
And there it was.

God named the land Earth.
He named the pooled water Ocean.

God saw that it was good.

God spoke: “Earth, green up! Grow all varieties
of  seed-  bearing plants,

Every sort of  fruit-  bearing tree.”
And there it was.

Earth produced green  seed-  bearing plants,
all varieties,

And  fruit-  bearing trees of all sorts.
God saw that it was good.

It was evening, it was  morning—
Day Three.

God spoke: “Lights! Come out!
Shine in Heaven’s sky!

1-2

3-5

6-8

9-10

11-13

14-15

GENE SIS  1   d  page 8

The Message Personal Size

(Above) Leather-Look Clamshell Box

0201 04 0503

G e n e s i s  141

GENESIS
H E A V E N  A N D  E A R T H

 1-2 1First this: God created the Heavens and Earth — all you see, all you 
don’t see. Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an 
inky blackness.  God’s Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss.

 3-5  God spoke: “Light!”
And light appeared.

God saw that light was good
and separated light from dark.

God named the light Day,
he named the dark Night.

It was evening, it was morning — 
Day One.

 6-8  God spoke: “Sky! In the middle of the waters;
separate water from water!”

God made sky. 
He separated the water under sky 

from the water above sky.
And there it was:

he named sky the Heavens;
It was evening, it was morning — 
Day Two.

 9-10  God spoke: “Separate!
Water-beneath-Heaven, gather into one place;

Land, appear!”
And there it was. 

God named the land Earth.
He named the pooled water Ocean.

God saw that it was good.

 11-13  God spoke: “Earth, green up! Grow all varieties 
of seed-bearing plants,

Every sort of fruit-bearing tree.”
And there it was.

Earth produced green seed-bearing plants,
all varieties,

And fruit-bearing trees of all sorts.
God saw that it was good.

It was evening, it was morning — 
Day Three.

 14-15  God spoke: “Lights! Come out!
Shine in  Heaven’s sky!

Separate Day from Night.
Mark seasons and days and years,

Lights in  Heaven’s sky to give light to Earth.”
And there it was.

 16-19  God made two big lights, the larger
to take charge of Day, 

The smaller to be in charge of Night;
and he made the stars.

The Message Slimline 

01 02 03

The Message Personal Size 

The Message Slimline

The Message was translated to connect with 
readers who have never read the Bible, and 
this New Testament is priced to give as gifts in 
outreach and ministry.

The Message New Testament  
The Message New Testament with Psalms & Proverbs
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# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs. # Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Message of John Softcover 9.5 978-1-61747-270-1 $2.99 White 96 128 41⁄8 x 61⁄8

02 //REMIX Message of John Softcover 9.5 978-1-61521-278-1 $2.99 White 96 56 41⁄8 x 61⁄8

03 Message of Proverbs Softcover 9.5 978-1-61747-272-5 $4.99 White 112 100 41⁄8 x 61⁄8

04 Message of Psalms Softcover 9.5 978-1-61747-273-2 $6.99 White 272 48 41⁄8 x 61⁄8

05 Message of Hope Softcover 9.5 978-1-64158-252-0 $4.99 White 128 100 41⁄8 x 61⁄8

06 Message Promise Book Softcover 9.5 978-1-61521-108-1 $4.99 White 144 100 41⁄8 x 61⁄8

07 Message of Christmas Softcover 11 978-1-63146-322-8 $1.99 White 64 176 41⁄8 x 61⁄8

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Message 100 Devotional Bible Softcover 9 978-1-63146-446-1 $22.99 White O-Wrap 1808 12 5 3⁄8 x 8 3⁄8

02 Message 100 Devotional Bible Hardcover 9 978-1-63146-444-7 $29.99 White Slipcase 1808 16 5 3⁄8 x 8 3⁄8

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 SOLO Message Softcover 10.5 978-1-60006-105-9 $19.99 White 656 20 6 x 8

02 SOLO Message Pink Edition Softcover 10.5 978-1-60006-869-0 $19.99 White 656 20 6 x 8

03 SOLO Message Women’s Devotional Softcover 10.5 978-1-61291-454-1 $14.99 White 384 28 6 x 8

04 SOLO Message Women’s Devotional Leather-Look, Tan 10.5 978-1-63146-577-2 $19.99 White O-Wrap 384 24 6 x 8

01 04 070302 05 06

01, 02

001  
FIRST, GOD.

God is foundational for living. If we don’t have a sense of the primacy of 
God, we will never get it right, get life right, get our lives right. Genesis 
gets us off on the right foot. Genesis pulls us into a sense of reality that 
is God-shaped and God-filled. It gives us a vocabulary for speaking 
accurately and comprehensively about our lives, where we come from 
and where we are going, what we think and what we do, the people we 
live with and how to get along with them, the troubles we find ourselves 
in and the blessings that keep arriving.

HEAVEN AND EARTH GENESIS BEGINS
First this: God created the Heavens and Earth—all you see, all you don’t see. 
Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness. 
 God’s Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss.

God spoke: “Light!”
And light appeared.

God saw that light was good
and separated light from dark.

God named the light Day,
he named the dark Night.

It was evening, it was morning—
Day One.

God spoke: “Sky! In the middle of the waters;
separate water from water!”

God made sky.
He separated the water under sky

from the water above sky.
And there it was:

he named sky the Heavens;
It was evening, it was morning—
Day Two.

God spoke: “Separate!
 Water-  beneath-  Heaven, gather into one place;

Land, appear!”
And there it was.

God named the land Earth.

1.1-2

1.3-5

1.6-8

1.9-10

1

The Message 100 Devotional Bible

(Above) Hardcover Slipcase

030201 04

(Above) Leather-Look O-Wrap

The Message Portions

These numerous Scripture portions of The Message connect with every need. Whether it’s a church ministry 
whose participants need hope or an individual who’s exploring what Jesus is all about, these portions are priced 
to make it possible. Available in any quantity.

The Message 100 Devotional Bible

The Message 100 Devotional Bible is the whole Bible—
every single word of it—laid out in 100 readings and 
arranged to reflect the unfolding story of God. This 
collection of stories, speeches, prayers, and letters is 
designed to help readers immerse themselves one 
reading at a time.

The Message SOLO

The Message SOLO is designed to change how readers interact with God’s Word. Each devotion delivers a 
unique, contemplative study alongside Scripture from The Message that will encourage readers to read, pray, 
think, and live. Readers will uncover biblical wisdom by studying passages (not just one or two verses), connecting 
with God through prayer, reflecting on words and phrases, and taking the Word with them throughout the day.
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# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 SOLO ESV New Testament Leather-Look, Brown/Teal 9 978-1-61291-492-3 $16.99 White Half Jacket 304 52 53⁄16 x 67⁄8

02 SOLO ESV Softcover 10.5 978-1-61291-491-6 $17.99 White 656 24 6 x 8

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 SOLO Message New Testament Journal Leather-Look,  
Aqua/Gray

9 978-1-61747-169-8 $16.99 White ✓ Half  
Jacket

304 56 53⁄16 x 67⁄8

02 SOLO Message New Testament Journal Leather-Look, Tan/Gray 9 978-1-61747-170-4 $16.99 White ✓ O-Wrap 304 56 53⁄16 x 67⁄8

03 SOLO Message New Testament Leather-Look, Black 9 978-1-60006-672-6 $16.99 White O-Wrap 304 56 53⁄16 x 67⁄8

04 SOLO Message New Testament Leather-Look, Brown 9 978-1-61521-533-1 $16.99 White O-Wrap 304 56 53⁄16 x 67⁄8

05 SOLO Message New Testament Leather-Look, Pink 9 978-1-61521-609-3 $16.99 White O-Wrap 304 56 53⁄16 x 67⁄8

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 My First Message Hardcover 14 978-1-57683-448-0 $24.99 White 384 16 7 x 81⁄2

0502 0401 03

01 02

01 My First Message 

A person’s relationship with God is a solo journey, a walk where one grows closer to him each day. Reading and 
understanding Scripture is an integral part of this journey. The Message Solo immerses readers in New Testament 
readings from The Message and includes contemplative prompts for reflection and journaling.

The Message SOLO / New Testament

SOLO is intended to immerse readers in the beauty and depth of the Bible 
through lectio divina—an ancient approach to exploring Scripture. These 
unique devotionals combine passages from the English Standard Version with 
devotionals guiding readers to read, think, pray, and live the Scriptures.

The Message SOLO / ESV

My First Message

My First Message helps parents 
introduce children to God’s Word 
through lively illustrations, small 
lessons, and a format that fits their 
attention spans.
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# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Hidden in My Heart 
Scripture Memory Bible

Softcover 9 978-1-4143-8168-8 $19.99 White O-Wrap 1456 10 53⁄8 x 83⁄8

02 Hidden in My Heart 
Scripture Memory Bible

Hardcover 9 978-1-4143-8167-1 $24.99 White ✓ O-Wrap 1456 10 53⁄8 x 83⁄8

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 glipit Bible Silicone, Blue 6.19 978-1-4143-8124-4 $24.99 White Clear Box 992 24 4 x 6

02 glipit Bible Silicone, Purple 6.19 978-1-4143-8125-1 $24.99 White Clear Box 992 24 4 x 6 

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Inspire Bible for Girls Softcover 8.65 978-1-4964-2661-1 $29.99 White O-Wrap 1592 12 61⁄8 x 77⁄8

02 Inspire Bible for Girls Hardcover LeatherLike, 
Metallic Blue

8.65 978-1-4964-2665-9 $39.99 Stars and 
Hearts

✓ Clamshell 
Box

1592 12 61⁄8 x 77⁄8

John
Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word

1

1 In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
2 He existed in the beginning with God.
3 God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through
him.

4 The Word gave life to everything that was
created,*

and his life brought light to everyone.
5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.*
6God sent a man, John the Baptist,* 7to tell

about the light so that everyone might believe
because of his testimony. 8John himself was not
the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the
light. 9The one who is the true light, who gives
light to everyone, was coming into the world.

10He came into the very world he created, but
the world didn’t recognize him. 11He came to his
own people, and even they rejected him. 12But to
all who believed him and accepted him, he gave
the right to become children of God. 13They are
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes
from God.

14So the Word became human* and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love
and faithfulness.* And we have seen his glory,
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

15John testified about him when he shouted
to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking
about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me
who is far greater than I am, for he existed long
before me.’”

16From his abundance we have all received
one gracious blessing after another.* 17For the
law was given through Moses, but God’s unfail-
ing love and faithfulness came through Jesus
Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. But the
unique One, who is himself God,* is near to the
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19This was John’s testimony when the Jewish
leaders sent priests and Temple assistants* from

Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” 20He
came right out and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21“Well then, who are you?” they asked. “Are
you Elijah?”

“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”*
“No.”
22“Then who are you? We need an answer for

those who sent us. What do you have to say
about yourself?”

23John replied in the words of the prophet Isa-
iah:

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’”*

24Then the Pharisees who had been sent
25asked him, “If you aren’t the Messiah or Elijah
or the Prophet, what right do you have to bap-
tize?”

26John told them, “I baptize with* water, but
right here in the crowd is someone you do not
recognize. 27Though his ministry follows mine,
I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the
straps of his sandal.”

28This encounter took place in Bethany, an
area east of the Jordan River, where John was
baptizing.

Jesus, the Lamb of God
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward
him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30He is the one I was
talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after
me who is far greater than I am, for he existed
long before me.’ 31I did not recognize him as the
Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so
that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit
descending like a dove from heaven and resting
upon him. 33I didn’t know he was the one, but
when God sent me to baptize with water, he
told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit
descend and rest is the one who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34I saw this happen to
Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of
God.*”

1:3-4 Or and nothing that was created was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything. 1:5 Or and the darkness
has not understood it. 1:6 Greek a man named John. 1:14a Greek became flesh. 1:14b Or grace and truth; also in 1:17.
1:16 Or received the grace of Christ rather than the grace of the law; Greek reads received grace upon grace. 1:18 Some
manuscripts read But the one and only Son. 1:19 Greek and Levites. 1:21 Greek Are you the Prophet? See Deut 18:15, 18;
Mal 4:5-6. 1:23 Isa 40:3. 1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33. 1:34 Some manuscripts read the Son of God.
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page 1227S I N G  S O N G  8 8 
Be an Example to All

TO  D I G  D E E P E R 
go to page 1360.

MEMORIZE

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. 
Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way 
you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, 
but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, 
in love, in faith and in purity.

Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of 
the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 
in faith, in purity.

EXPLORE & APPLY

PA U L S E N T  A  L E T T E R  T O   a young pastor named Timothy. Timothy was 
preaching in a church in Ephesus. Notice that Paul didn’t write to the people 
in the church, telling them to respect Timothy. Paul wrote to Timothy and 
reminded him that respect is earned, not given. He told Timothy to set a 
godly example in everything he said and did. As others saw Timothy’s good 
example, they would begin to respect him, even though he was young. The 
same is true for us. If we show godly character as we go about our lives, over 
time people will come to respect us as true leaders.

PRAY

D E A R  LO R D :  Help me to live wisely as a true follower of Jesus, so that you will 
be proud of me and so that I’ll be a good example for others to follow. Amen.

N
LT

N
IV

K
JV

•   •  •  •  • 1 Timothy 4:12 •  •  •  •  •
#39
VERSE 

#88

Hidden in My Heart Scripture Memory Bible / NLT

glipit Bible / NLT

John
Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word

1

1 In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
2 He existed in the beginning with God.
3 God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through
him.

4 The Word gave life to everything that was
created,*

and his life brought light to everyone.
5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.*
6God sent a man, John the Baptist,* 7to tell

about the light so that everyone might believe
because of his testimony. 8John himself was not
the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the
light. 9The one who is the true light, who gives
light to everyone, was coming into the world.

10He came into the very world he created, but
the world didn’t recognize him. 11He came to his
own people, and even they rejected him. 12But to
all who believed him and accepted him, he gave
the right to become children of God. 13They are
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes
from God.

14So the Word became human* and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love
and faithfulness.* And we have seen his glory,
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

15John testified about him when he shouted
to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking
about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me
who is far greater than I am, for he existed long
before me.’”

16From his abundance we have all received
one gracious blessing after another.* 17For the
law was given through Moses, but God’s unfail-
ing love and faithfulness came through Jesus
Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. But the
unique One, who is himself God,* is near to the
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19This was John’s testimony when the Jewish
leaders sent priests and Temple assistants* from

Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” 20He
came right out and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21“Well then, who are you?” they asked. “Are
you Elijah?”

“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”*
“No.”
22“Then who are you? We need an answer for

those who sent us. What do you have to say
about yourself?”

23John replied in the words of the prophet Isa-
iah:

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’”*

24Then the Pharisees who had been sent
25asked him, “If you aren’t the Messiah or Elijah
or the Prophet, what right do you have to bap-
tize?”

26John told them, “I baptize with* water, but
right here in the crowd is someone you do not
recognize. 27Though his ministry follows mine,
I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the
straps of his sandal.”

28This encounter took place in Bethany, an
area east of the Jordan River, where John was
baptizing.

Jesus, the Lamb of God
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward
him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30He is the one I was
talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after
me who is far greater than I am, for he existed
long before me.’ 31I did not recognize him as the
Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so
that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit
descending like a dove from heaven and resting
upon him. 33I didn’t know he was the one, but
when God sent me to baptize with water, he
told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit
descend and rest is the one who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34I saw this happen to
Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of
God.*”

1:3-4 Or and nothing that was created was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything. 1:5 Or and the darkness
has not understood it. 1:6 Greek a man named John. 1:14a Greek became flesh. 1:14b Or grace and truth; also in 1:17.
1:16 Or received the grace of Christ rather than the grace of the law; Greek reads received grace upon grace. 1:18 Some
manuscripts read But the one and only Son. 1:19 Greek and Levites. 1:21 Greek Are you the Prophet? See Deut 18:15, 18;
Mal 4:5-6. 1:23 Isa 40:3. 1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33. 1:34 Some manuscripts read the Son of God.
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Inspire® Bible for Girls / NLT

glipit® Bible / NLT

A fun, compact New Living Translation 
Bible featuring a soft silicone cover with 
123 removable pieces in four different 
colors that lock right onto the cover to 
create countless designs. Some pieces 
even glow in the dark!

Girls ages 8 and up will enjoy coloring over 500 Scripture line-art illustrations, reading devotionals, and 
responding to journaling prompts in this special edition of the bestselling Inspire Bible with features written by 
author Carolyn Larsen—including fun Bible facts for each book!

Hidden in My Heart™ Scripture Memory Bible / NLT

Remembering God’s Word grounds kids in the faith; equips them for the future; and solidifies relationships with 
Christ, family, and others. Filled with fun and engaging features, the Hidden in My Heart Scripture Memory Bible 
was created to encourage kids to not only read God’s Word but also hide it deep within their hearts.
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# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price Paper Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Kids Slimline Bible LeatherLike, Purple/Yellow Owl 
Wisdom

8 978-1-4143-8770-3 $24.99 Purple Owls ✓ O-Wrap 1104 24 55⁄16 x 75⁄8 ✓

02 Kids Slimline Bible LeatherLike, Black/Red Lion 
Courage

8 978-1-4143-8771-0 $24.99 Red Gilding ✓ O-Wrap 1104 24 55⁄16 x 75⁄8 ✓

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper  
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 My Beautiful 
Princess Bible

Padded Hardcover 6.65 978-1-4143-6815-3 $19.99 White O-Wrap 816 28 41⁄2 x 71 ⁄4

02 My Beautiful 
Princess Bible

LeatherLike TuTone, Purple 
Crown/Pink w/magnetic closure
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The wicked run away 
when no one is chasing 
Them, buT The godly are 
as bold as lions.
P\roverbs 28:1

02

For everyone who asks, receives. 
Everyone who seeks, finds. 
And to everyone who knocks, 
the door will be opened.

Matthew 7:8

ISBN 978-1-4143-8770-3
NEW LIVING TRANSLATION

Full Cover, Wisdom

THE WICKED RUN AWAY 
WHEN NO ONE IS CHASING 
THEM, BUT THE GODLY ARE 
AS BOLD AS LIONS.
P\roverbs 28:1

ISBN 978-1-4143-8771-0

Full Cover, Courage

29“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious
law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you build
tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed, and
you decorate the monuments of the godly people
your ancestors destroyed. 30Then you say, ‘If we
had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would
never have joined them in killing the prophets.’

31“But in saying that, you testify against your-
selves that you are indeed the descendants of those
who murdered the prophets. 32Go ahead and finish
what your ancestors started. 33Snakes! Sons of vi-
pers! How will you escape the judgment of hell?

34“Therefore, I am sending you prophets and
wise men and teachers of religious law. But you
will kill some by crucifixion, and you will flog oth-
ers with whips in your synagogues, chasing them
from city to city. 35As a result, you will be held re-
sponsible for the murder of all godly people of all
time—from the murder of righteous Abel to the
murder of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you
killed in the Temple between the sanctuary and
the altar. 36I tell you the truth, this judgment will
fall on this very generation.

Jesus Grieves over Jerusalem
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones God’s messengers! How often
I have wanted to gather your children together as a
hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you
wouldn’t let me. 38And now, look, your house is
abandoned and desolate.* 39For I tell you this, you
will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on
the one who comes in the name of the Lord !’* ”

Jesus Speaks about the Future 24

24 As Jesus was leaving the Temple grounds,
his disciples pointed out to him the various

Temple buildings. 2But he responded, “Do you see
all these buildings? I tell you the truth, they will be
completely demolished. Not one stone will be left
on top of another!”

3Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His dis-
ciples came to him privately and said, “Tell us,
when will all this happen? What sign will signal
your return and the end of the world?*”

4Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mislead you,
5for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am
the Messiah.’ They will deceive many. 6And you
will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t
panic. Yes, these things must take place, but the
end won’t follow immediately. 7Nation will go to
war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be famines and earthquakes in many

parts of the world.† 8But all this is only the first of
the birth pains, with more to come. Isa 19:2

9“Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and
killed. You will be hated all over the world because
you are my followers.* 10And many will turn away
from me and betray and hate each other. 11And
many false prophets will appear and will deceive
many people. 12Sin will be rampant everywhere,
and the love of many will grow cold. 13But the one
who endures to the end will be saved. 14And the
Good News about the Kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole world, so that all nations*
will hear it; and then the end will come.

15“The day is coming when you will see what
Daniel the prophet spoke about—the sacrilegious
object that causes desecration* standing in the
Holy Place.” (Reader, pay attention!) 16“ Then those
in Judea must flee to the hills. 17A person out on the
deck of a roof must not go down into the house to
pack. 18A person out in the field must not return
even to get a coat. 19How terrible it will be for preg-
nant women and for nursing mothers in those days.
20And pray that your flight will not be in winter or
on the Sabbath. 21For there will be greater anguish
than at any time since the world began. And it will
never be so great again. 22In fact, unless that time of
calamity is shortened, not a single person will sur-
vive. But it will be shortened for the sake of God’s
chosen ones.

23“Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the
Messiah,’ or ‘ There he is,’ don’t believe it. 24For
false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and
perform great signs and wonders so as to deceive,
if possible, even God’s chosen ones. 25See, I have
warned you about this ahead of time.

26“So if someone tells you, ‘Look, the Messiah is
out in the desert,’ don’t bother to go and look. Or,
‘Look, he is hiding here,’ don’t believe it! 27For as the
lightning flashes in the east and shines to the west,
so it will be when the Son of Man* comes. 28Just as
the gathering of vultures shows there is a carcass
nearby, so these signs indicate that the end is near.*

29“Immediately after the anguish of those days,

the sun will be darkened,
the moon will give no light,

the stars will fall from the sky,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.*

30And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is
coming will appear in the heavens, and there will
be deep mourning among all the peoples of the
earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.*

MATTHEW 24 802

23:38 Some manuscripts do not include and desolate. 23:39 Ps 118:26. 24:3 Or the age? 24:9 Greek on account of my name.
24:14 Or all peoples. 24:15 Greek the abomination of desolation. See Dan 9:27; 11:31; 12:11. 24:27 “Son of Man” is a title Jesus
used for himself. 24:28 Greek Wherever the carcass is, the vultures gather. 24:29 See Isa 13:10; 34:4; Joel 2:10. 24:30 See
Dan 7:13.
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For everyone who asks, receives. 
Everyone who seeks, finds. 
And to everyone who knocks, 
the door will be opened.

Matthew 7:8

ISBN 978-1-4143-8770-3
NEW LIVING TRANSLATION

(Above) LeatherLike with O-Wrap

02 0301 My Beautiful Princess Bible / NLT

(Above) LeatherLike TuTone Clamshell Box 

01

18:20 Exod 20:12-16; Deut 5:16-20.  18:24 Some manuscripts read When Jesus saw how sad the man was.  18:32 Greek 
the Gentiles.  18:37 Or Jesus of Nazareth.  19:10 “Son of Man” is a title Jesus used for himself.  19:13 Greek ten minas; 
one mina was worth about three months’ wages.  

receive the Kingdom of God like a child will 
never enter it.”

The Rich Man
18

 Once a religious leader asked  Jesus this ques-
tion: “Good Teacher, what should I do to in-
herit eternal life?”

19
 “Why do you call me good?”  Jesus asked 

him. “Only God is truly good. 20
 But to answer 

your question, you know the commandments: 
‘You must not commit adultery. You must not 
murder. You must not steal. You must not tes-
tify falsely. Honor your father and mother.’*”

21
 The man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these 

commandments since I was young.”
22

 When  Jesus heard his answer, he said, 
“There is still one thing you  haven’t done. Sell 
all your possessions and give the money to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me.”

23
 But when the man heard this he became 

very sad, for he was very rich.
24

 When  Jesus saw this,* he said, “How hard 
it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God! 
25

 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the Kingdom of God!”

26
 Those who heard this said, “Then who in 

the world can be saved?”
27

 He replied, “What is impossible for people 
is possible with God.”

28
  Pe ter said, “We’ve left our homes to fol-

low you.”
29

 “Yes,”  Jesus replied, “and I assure you that 
every one who has given up house or wife or 
brothers or parents or children, for the sake of 
the Kingdom of God, 30

 will be repaid many 
times over in this life, and will have eternal life 
in the world to come.”

Jesus Again Predicts His Death
31

 Taking the twelve disciples aside,  Jesus said, 
“Listen, we’re going up to Je ru sa lem, where all 
the predictions of the prophets concerning the 
Son of Man will come true. 32

 He will be handed 
over to the Ro mans,* and he will be mocked, 
treated shamefully, and spit upon. 33

 They will 
flog him with a whip and kill him, but on the 
third day he will rise again.”

34
 But they  didn’t understand any of this. 

The significance of his words was hidden from 
them, and they failed to grasp what he was 
talking about.

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar
35

 As  Jesus approached Jer i cho, a blind beggar 
was sitting beside the road. 36

 When he heard 

the noise of a crowd going past, he asked what 
was happening. 37

 They told him that  Jesus the 
Naz a rene* was going by. 38

 So he began shout-
ing, “ Jesus, Son of Da vid, have mercy on me!”

39
 “Be quiet!” the people in front yelled at 

him.
But he only shouted louder, “Son of Da vid, 

have mercy on me!”
40

 When  Jesus heard him, he stopped and or-
dered that the man be brought to him. As the 
man came near,  Jesus asked him, 41

 “What do 
you want me to do for you?”

“Lord,” he said, “I want to see!”
42

 And  Jesus said, “All right, receive your 
sight! Your faith has healed you.” 43

 Instantly 
the man could see, and he followed  Jesus, 
praising God. And all who saw it praised God, 
too.

Jesus and Zacchaeus

19  Jesus entered Jer i cho and made his way 
through the town. 2

 There was a man 
there named Zac chae us. He was the chief tax 
collector in the region, and he had become 
very rich. 3 He tried to get a look at  Jesus, but he 
was too short to see over the crowd. 4

 So he ran 
ahead and climbed a  sycamore-  fig tree beside 
the road, for  Jesus was going to pass that way.

5
 When  Jesus came by, he looked up at Zac-

chae us and called him by name. “Zac chae us!” 
he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest 
in your home today.”

6
  Zac chae us quickly climbed down and took 

 Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. 
7

 But the people were displeased. “He has gone 
to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they 
grumbled.

8
 Meanwhile, Zac chae us stood before the 

Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to 
the poor, Lord, and if I have cheated people 
on their taxes, I will give them back four times 
as much!”

9
  Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this 

home today, for this man has shown himself to 
be a true son of Abra ham. 10

 For the Son of Man* 
came to seek and save those who are lost.”

Parable of the Ten Servants
11

 The crowd was listening to every thing  Jesus 
said. And because he was nearing Je ru sa lem, he 
told them a story to correct the impression that 
the Kingdom of God would begin right away. 
12

 He said, “A nobleman was called away to a 
distant empire to be crowned king and then 
return. 13

 Before he left, he called together ten 
of his servants and divided among them ten 
pounds of silver,* saying, ‘Invest this for me 
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Children’s Bible / NLT

A Bible that is convenient for kids to carry to church and 
features eye-catching images that wrap around the spine 
onto the back cover. Heat-stamped verses encourage 
kids to look to God for courage and wisdom. Features a 
dictionary/concordance, a daily reading plan, full-color 
maps, and a presentation page.

Kids Slimline Bible / NLT

My Beautiful Princess Bible / NLT

A one-of-a-kind Bible created for girls ages 3 and up, with special features from bestselling author Sheri Rose Shepherd. 
Features in this Bible empower parents to teach the truths of God’s Word to their young daughters in ways children can 
understand. Includes 24 full-color inserts with Love Letters from God followed by prayers from the child to God. 

Children’s Bible / NLT 

This Bible is filled with stunning features that will 
keep kids visually engaged, like 26 pages of full-color 
art and graphics, answers for kids’ questions, a quick 
guide to the Bible’s big story, full-color maps, and 
guides to following Jesus.
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The Hands-On Bible makes the Bible fun for kids—with memorable activities that communicate Bible truths in 
active, understandable ways.

Hands-On® Bible / NLT

NLT Boys Life Application® Study Bible

A must-have foundational resource for boys, the new Boys Life Application Study Bible is filled with faith- and 
character-building features that help boys easily understand and live out the Bible every day. For boys ages 11–14.

NLT Guys Life Application® Study Bible

The Guys Life Application Study Bible was developed and written by experienced youth and children’s writers, 
ministers, and experts to engage today’s tween and younger-teenaged guys. The notes help them learn to think 
biblically about real issues they face, such as self-esteem, friendship, and peer pressure. For guys ages 11–14.
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2:6 Hebrew on Zion.  2:7a Or Son; also in 2:12.  2:7b Or 
Today I reveal you as my son.  2:9 Greek version reads 
rule. Compare Rev 2:27.  2:12 The meaning of the 
Hebrew is uncertain.  3:2 Hebrew Selah. The meaning 
of this word is uncertain, though it is probably a musical 
or literary term. It is rendered Interlude throughout the 
Psalms.  

Book One (Psalms 1–41)

1  1 Oh, the joys of those who do not
follow the advice of the wicked,

or stand around with sinners,
or join in with mockers.

 2 But they delight in the law of the Lord,
meditating on it day and night.

 3 They are like trees planted along the 
riverbank,

bearing fruit each season.
Their leaves never wither,

and they prosper in all they do.
 4 But not the wicked!

They are like worthless chaff, 
scattered by the wind.

 5 They will be condemned at the time 
of judgment.

Sinners will have no place among 
the godly.

 6 For the Lord watches over the path 
of the godly,

but the path of the wicked leads to 
destruction.

2  1 Why are the nations so angry?
Why do they waste their time 

with futile plans?
 2 The kings of the earth prepare for 

battle;
the rulers plot together

against the Lord
and against his anointed one.

 3 “Let us break their chains,” they cry,
“and free ourselves from slavery 

to God.”
 4 But the one who rules in heaven 

laughs.
The Lord scoffs at them.

 5 Then in anger he rebukes them,
terrifying them with his fierce fury.

 6 For the Lord declares, “I have placed 
my chosen king on the throne

in Jerusalem,* on my holy 
mountain.”

 7 The king proclaims the Lord’s decree:
“The Lord said to me, ‘You are my 

son.*
Today I have become your Father.*

 8 Only ask, and I will give you the 
nations as your inheritance,

the whole earth as your 
possession.

 9 You will break* them with an iron rod
and smash them like clay pots.’”

10 Now then, you kings, act wisely!
Be warned, you rulers of the earth!

11 Serve the Lord with reverent fear,
and rejoice with trembling.

12 Submit to God’s royal son,* or he will 
become angry,

and you will be destroyed in the 
midst of all your activities—

for his anger flares up in an instant.
But what joy for all who take 

refuge in him!

3 A psalm of David, regarding the time 
David fled from his son Absalom.

 1 O Lord, I have so many enemies;
so many are against me.

 2 So many are saying,
“God will never rescue him!”

Interlude*

You can talk to God 
about anything, anytime, 

no matter what.

FREEDOM
(2:3) Some people think they can experience 
freedom away from God and his rules. Do you ever 
feel that way? Yet we all serve somebody or some-
thing, whether a person in authority, the wishes of 
friends, or our own desires. Just as a fish is not free 
when it leaves the water and a tree is not free when 
it leaves the soil, we aren’t really free if we try to live 
our lives without God. The one sure route to freedom 
is wholeheartedly serving God the Creator. He can 
set you free to be the person he created you to be.
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Teen Life Application Study Bible / NLT
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NLT Girls Life Application® Study Bible 

A one-of-a-kind discipleship resource, the Girls Life Application Study Bible is loaded with features that help 
girls gain practical wisdom for their Christian faith that will help them live out what they believe and develop 
healthy relationship skills too! For girls ages 11–14.

The only teen Bible based on today’s #1–selling study Bible, the Teen Life 
Application Study Bible is packed with features designed to meet the 
challenges and needs of today’s high school students. Combines traditional 
study Bible features—like book introductions, textual notes, person profiles, 
and maps—with application-oriented features that focus on real-life choices, 
issues, and stories of actual teens. Ages 14–18.

NLT Teen Life Application® Study Bible
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JOHN 10 1160

yourself.’ So I went and washed, and now I can 
see!”

12“Where is he now?” they asked.
“I  don’t know,” he replied.
13Then they took the man who had been 

blind to the Phar i sees, 14because it was on the 
Sab bath that  Jesus had made the mud and 
healed him. 15The Phar i sees asked the man 
all about it. So he told them, “He put the mud 
over my eyes, and when I washed it away, I 
could see!”

16Some of the Phar i sees said, “This man 
 Jesus is not from God, for he is working on the 
Sab bath.” Others said, “But how could an or-
dinary sinner do such miraculous signs?” So 
there was a deep division of opinion among 
them.

17Then the Phar i sees again questioned the 
man who had been blind and demanded, 
“What’s your opinion about this man who 
healed you?”

The man replied, “I think he must be a 
prophet.”

18The Jew ish leaders still refused to believe 
the man had been blind and could now see, so 
they called in his parents. 19They asked them, 
“Is this your son? Was he born blind? If so, how 
can he now see?”

20His parents replied, “We know this is our 
son and that he was born blind, 21but we  don’t 
know how he can see or who healed him. Ask 
him. He is old enough to speak for himself.” 
22His parents said this because they were afraid 
of the Jew ish leaders, who had announced that 
anyone saying  Jesus was the Messiah would 
be expelled from the synagogue. 23That’s why 
they said, “He is old enough. Ask him.”

24So for the second time they called in the 
man who had been blind and told him, “God 
should get the glory for this,* because we know 
this man  Jesus is a sinner.”

25“I  don’t know whether he is a sinner,” the 
man replied. “But I know this: I was blind, and 
now I can see!”

26“But what did he do?” they asked. “How 
did he heal you?”

27“Look!” the man exclaimed. “I told you 
once. Didn’t you listen? Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you want to become his dis-
ciples, too?”

28Then they cursed him and said, “You are 
his disciple, but we are disciples of  Moses! 
29We know God spoke to  Moses, but we  don’t 
even know where this man  comes from.”

30“Why, that’s very strange!” the man re-
plied. “He healed my eyes, and yet you  don’t 
know where he  comes from? 31We know that 
God  doesn’t listen to sinners, but he is ready 
to hear those who worship him and do his will. 
32Ever since the world began, no one has been 
able to open the eyes of someone born blind. 
33If this man were not from God, he couldn’t 
have done it.”

34“You were born a total sinner!” they an-
swered. “Are you trying to teach us?” And they 
threw him out of the synagogue.

SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS 35When  Jesus heard 
what had happened, he found the man and 
asked, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?*”

36The man answered, “Who is he, sir? I want 
to believe in him.”

37“You have seen him,”  Jesus said, “and he is 
speaking to you!”

38“Yes, Lord, I believe!” the man said. And he 
worshiped  Jesus.

39Then  Jesus told him,* “I entered this world 
to render judgment—to give sight to the blind 
and to show those who think they see* that 
they are blind.”

40Some Phar i sees who were standing nearby 
heard him and asked, “Are you saying we’re 
blind?”

41“If you were blind, you  wouldn’t be guilty,” 
 Jesus replied. “But you remain guilty because 
you claim you can see.

10 THE GOOD SHEPHERD AND HIS SHEEP 
“I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks 

over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going 
through the gate, must surely be a thief and a 
robber! 2But the one who enters through the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gate-
keeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
recognize his voice and come to him. He calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
4After he has gathered his own flock, he walks 
ahead of them, and they follow him because 
they know his voice. 5They won’t follow a 

PERSECUTION
(9:28-34) Because of his faith in Jesus, the man who had 
been born blind was thrown out of the synagogue. Jesus 
later told his disciples to expect this kind of persecution 
(16:1-4). If you’re a follower of Jesus, you can expect to 
face some kind of persecution. Does that sound horrible? 
Maybe that’s why Jesus also promised, “I have told you 
all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth 
you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, 
because I have overcome the world” (16:33). 

9:24 Or Give glory to God, not to  Jesus; Greek reads Give glory to 
God.  9:35 Some manuscripts read the Son of God? “Son of Man” 
is a title  Jesus used for himself.  9:38-39a Some manuscripts do 
not include “Yes, Lord, I believe!” the man said. And he worshiped 
 Jesus. Then  Jesus told him.  9:39b Greek those who see.  
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1:1 Greek Jesus the Messiah, Son of David and son of Abraham.  1:3 Greek Aram, a variant spelling of Ram; also in 1:4. See 
1 Chr 2:9-10.  1:7 Greek Asaph, a variant spelling of Asa; also in 1:8. See 1 Chr 3:10.  1:8a Greek Joram, a variant spelling of 
Jehoram; also in 1:8b. See 1 Kgs 22:50 and note at 1 Chr 3:11.  1:8b Or ancestor; also in 1:11.  1:10 Greek Amos, a variant 
spelling of Amon; also in 1:10b. See 1 Chr 3:14.  1:11 Greek Jeconiah, a variant spelling of Jehoiachin; also in 1:12. See 2 Kgs 
24:6 and note at 1 Chr 3:16.  1:19 Greek to divorce her.  1:21 Jesus means “The Lord saves.”  1:23 Isa 7:14; 8:8, 10 (Greek 
version).  2:1 Or royal astrologers; Greek reads magi; also in 2:7, 16.  2:2 Or star in the east. 
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The Ancestors of Jesus the Messiah

1This is a record of the ancestors of  Jesus 
the Messiah, a descendant of Da vid and of 

Abra ham*:

 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac.
Isaac was the father of Jacob.
Jacob was the father of Judah and 

his brothers.
 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah 

(whose mother was Tamar).
Perez was the father of Hezron.
Hezron was the father of Ram.*

 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab.
Amminadab was the father of Nahshon.
Nahshon was the father of Salmon.

 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose 
mother was Rahab).

Boaz was the father of Obed 
(whose mother was Ruth).

Obed was the father of Jesse.
 6 Jesse was the father of King David.

David was the father of Solomon (whose 
mother was Bathsheba, the widow 
of Uriah).

 7 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam.
Rehoboam was the father of Abijah.
Abijah was the father of Asa.*

 8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat was the father of Jehoram.*
Jehoram was the father* of Uzziah.

 9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham.
Jotham was the father of Ahaz.
Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah.

10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh.
Manasseh was the father of Amon.*
Amon was the father of Josiah.

11 Josiah was the father of Jehoiachin* and 
his brothers (born at the time of the 
exile to Babylon).

12 After the Babylonian exile:
Jehoiachin was the father of Shealtiel.
Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel.

13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud.
Abiud was the father of Eliakim.
Eliakim was the father of Azor.

14 Azor was the father of Zadok.

Zadok was the father of Akim.
Akim was the father of Eliud.

15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar.
Eleazar was the father of Matthan.
Matthan was the father of Jacob.

16 Jacob was the father of Joseph, 
the husband of Mary.

Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is called 
the Messiah.

17
 All those listed above include fourteen gen

erations from Abra ham to Da vid, fourteen from 
Da vid to the Bab ylonian exile, and fourteen 
from the Bab ylonian exile to the Messiah.

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah
18

 This is how  Jesus the Messiah was born. His 
mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Jo
seph. But before the marriage took place, while 
she was still a virgin, she became pregnant 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 19

 Jo seph, 
to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man 
and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so 
he decided to break the engagement* quietly.

20
 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream. “Jo seph, son of 
Da vid,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife. For the child within 
her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21

 And 
she will have a son, and you are to name 
him  Jesus,* for he will save his people from 
their sins.”

22
 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s mes

sage through his prophet:
23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!

She will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel,*

which means ‘God is with us.’”
24

 When Jo seph woke up, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his 
wife. 25

 But he did not have sexual relations 
with her until her son was born. And Jo seph 
named him  Jesus.

Visitors from the East

2  Jesus was born in Beth le hem in Ju dea, 
during the reign of King Her od. About 

that time some wise men* from eastern lands 
arrived in Je ru sa lem, asking, 2

 “Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as 
it rose,* and we have come to worship him.”

3
 King Her od was deeply disturbed when 

he heard this, as was every one in Je ru sa lem. 
4

 He called a meeting of the leading priests and 

359. What does Jesus’ lineage tell us 
about him? How does your lineage 
impact your story?
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29“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious
law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you build
tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed, and
you decorate the monuments of the godly people
your ancestors destroyed. 30Then you say, ‘If we
had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would
never have joined them in killing the prophets.’

31“But in saying that, you testify against your-
selves that you are indeed the descendants of those
who murdered the prophets. 32Go ahead and finish
what your ancestors started. 33Snakes! Sons of vi-
pers! How will you escape the judgment of hell?

34“Therefore, I am sending you prophets and
wise men and teachers of religious law. But you
will kill some by crucifixion, and you will flog oth-
ers with whips in your synagogues, chasing them
from city to city. 35As a result, you will be held re-
sponsible for the murder of all godly people of all
time—from the murder of righteous Abel to the
murder of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you
killed in the Temple between the sanctuary and
the altar. 36I tell you the truth, this judgment will
fall on this very generation.

Jesus Grieves over Jerusalem
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones God’s messengers! How often
I have wanted to gather your children together as a
hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you
wouldn’t let me. 38And now, look, your house is
abandoned and desolate.* 39For I tell you this, you
will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on
the one who comes in the name of the Lord !’* ”

Jesus Speaks about the Future 24

24 As Jesus was leaving the Temple grounds,
his disciples pointed out to him the various

Temple buildings. 2But he responded, “Do you see
all these buildings? I tell you the truth, they will be
completely demolished. Not one stone will be left
on top of another!”

3Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His dis-
ciples came to him privately and said, “Tell us,
when will all this happen? What sign will signal
your return and the end of the world?*”

4Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mislead you,
5for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am
the Messiah.’ They will deceive many. 6And you
will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t
panic. Yes, these things must take place, but the
end won’t follow immediately. 7Nation will go to
war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be famines and earthquakes in many

parts of the world.† 8But all this is only the first of
the birth pains, with more to come. Isa 19:2

9“Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and
killed. You will be hated all over the world because
you are my followers.* 10And many will turn away
from me and betray and hate each other. 11And
many false prophets will appear and will deceive
many people. 12Sin will be rampant everywhere,
and the love of many will grow cold. 13But the one
who endures to the end will be saved. 14And the
Good News about the Kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole world, so that all nations*
will hear it; and then the end will come.

15“The day is coming when you will see what
Daniel the prophet spoke about—the sacrilegious
object that causes desecration* standing in the
Holy Place.” (Reader, pay attention!) 16“ Then those
in Judea must flee to the hills. 17A person out on the
deck of a roof must not go down into the house to
pack. 18A person out in the field must not return
even to get a coat. 19How terrible it will be for preg-
nant women and for nursing mothers in those days.
20And pray that your flight will not be in winter or
on the Sabbath. 21For there will be greater anguish
than at any time since the world began. And it will
never be so great again. 22In fact, unless that time of
calamity is shortened, not a single person will sur-
vive. But it will be shortened for the sake of God’s
chosen ones.

23“Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the
Messiah,’ or ‘ There he is,’ don’t believe it. 24For
false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and
perform great signs and wonders so as to deceive,
if possible, even God’s chosen ones. 25See, I have
warned you about this ahead of time.

26“So if someone tells you, ‘Look, the Messiah is
out in the desert,’ don’t bother to go and look. Or,
‘Look, he is hiding here,’ don’t believe it! 27For as the
lightning flashes in the east and shines to the west,
so it will be when the Son of Man* comes. 28Just as
the gathering of vultures shows there is a carcass
nearby, so these signs indicate that the end is near.*

29“Immediately after the anguish of those days,

the sun will be darkened,
the moon will give no light,

the stars will fall from the sky,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.*

30And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is
coming will appear in the heavens, and there will
be deep mourning among all the peoples of the
earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.*

MATTHEW 24 802

23:38 Some manuscripts do not include and desolate. 23:39 Ps 118:26. 24:3 Or the age? 24:9 Greek on account of my name.
24:14 Or all peoples. 24:15 Greek the abomination of desolation. See Dan 9:27; 11:31; 12:11. 24:27 “Son of Man” is a title Jesus
used for himself. 24:28 Greek Wherever the carcass is, the vultures gather. 24:29 See Isa 13:10; 34:4; Joel 2:10. 24:30 See
Dan 7:13.
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29“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious
law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you build
tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed, and
you decorate the monuments of the godly people
your ancestors destroyed. 30Then you say, ‘If we
had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would
never have joined them in killing the prophets.’

31“But in saying that, you testify against your-
selves that you are indeed the descendants of those
who murdered the prophets. 32Go ahead and finish
what your ancestors started. 33Snakes! Sons of vi-
pers! How will you escape the judgment of hell?

34“Therefore, I am sending you prophets and
wise men and teachers of religious law. But you
will kill some by crucifixion, and you will flog oth-
ers with whips in your synagogues, chasing them
from city to city. 35As a result, you will be held re-
sponsible for the murder of all godly people of all
time—from the murder of righteous Abel to the
murder of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you
killed in the Temple between the sanctuary and
the altar. 36I tell you the truth, this judgment will
fall on this very generation.

Jesus Grieves over Jerusalem
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones God’s messengers! How often
I have wanted to gather your children together as a
hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you
wouldn’t let me. 38And now, look, your house is
abandoned and desolate.* 39For I tell you this, you
will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on
the one who comes in the name of the Lord !’* ”

Jesus Speaks about the Future 24

24 As Jesus was leaving the Temple grounds,
his disciples pointed out to him the various

Temple buildings. 2But he responded, “Do you see
all these buildings? I tell you the truth, they will be
completely demolished. Not one stone will be left
on top of another!”

3Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His dis-
ciples came to him privately and said, “Tell us,
when will all this happen? What sign will signal
your return and the end of the world?*”

4Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mislead you,
5for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am
the Messiah.’ They will deceive many. 6And you
will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t
panic. Yes, these things must take place, but the
end won’t follow immediately. 7Nation will go to
war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be famines and earthquakes in many

parts of the world.† 8But all this is only the first of
the birth pains, with more to come. Isa 19:2

9“Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and
killed. You will be hated all over the world because
you are my followers.* 10And many will turn away
from me and betray and hate each other. 11And
many false prophets will appear and will deceive
many people. 12Sin will be rampant everywhere,
and the love of many will grow cold. 13But the one
who endures to the end will be saved. 14And the
Good News about the Kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole world, so that all nations*
will hear it; and then the end will come.

15“The day is coming when you will see what
Daniel the prophet spoke about—the sacrilegious
object that causes desecration* standing in the
Holy Place.” (Reader, pay attention!) 16“ Then those
in Judea must flee to the hills. 17A person out on the
deck of a roof must not go down into the house to
pack. 18A person out in the field must not return
even to get a coat. 19How terrible it will be for preg-
nant women and for nursing mothers in those days.
20And pray that your flight will not be in winter or
on the Sabbath. 21For there will be greater anguish
than at any time since the world began. And it will
never be so great again. 22In fact, unless that time of
calamity is shortened, not a single person will sur-
vive. But it will be shortened for the sake of God’s
chosen ones.

23“Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the
Messiah,’ or ‘ There he is,’ don’t believe it. 24For
false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and
perform great signs and wonders so as to deceive,
if possible, even God’s chosen ones. 25See, I have
warned you about this ahead of time.

26“So if someone tells you, ‘Look, the Messiah is
out in the desert,’ don’t bother to go and look. Or,
‘Look, he is hiding here,’ don’t believe it! 27For as the
lightning flashes in the east and shines to the west,
so it will be when the Son of Man* comes. 28Just as
the gathering of vultures shows there is a carcass
nearby, so these signs indicate that the end is near.*

29“Immediately after the anguish of those days,

the sun will be darkened,
the moon will give no light,

the stars will fall from the sky,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.*

30And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is
coming will appear in the heavens, and there will
be deep mourning among all the peoples of the
earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.*

MATTHEW 24 802

23:38 Some manuscripts do not include and desolate. 23:39 Ps 118:26. 24:3 Or the age? 24:9 Greek on account of my name.
24:14 Or all peoples. 24:15 Greek the abomination of desolation. See Dan 9:27; 11:31; 12:11. 24:27 “Son of Man” is a title Jesus
used for himself. 24:28 Greek Wherever the carcass is, the vultures gather. 24:29 See Isa 13:10; 34:4; Joel 2:10. 24:30 See
Dan 7:13.
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Visitors from the East
2

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, dur-
ing the reign of King Herod. About that time

some wise men* from eastern lands arrived in
Jerusalem, asking, 2“Where is the newborn king
of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose,* and we
have come to worship him.”

3King Herod was deeply disturbed when he
heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. 4He
called a meeting of the leading priests and
teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is
the Messiah supposed to be born?”

5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is
what the prophet wrote:

6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah,
are not least among the ruling cities* of

Judah,
for a ruler will come from you

who will be the shepherd for my people
Israel.’*”

7Then Herod called for a private meeting with
the wise men, and he learned from them the
time when the star first appeared. 8Then he told
them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for
the child. And when you find him, come back
and tell me so that I can go and worship him,
too!”

9After this interview the wise men went their
way. And the star they had seen in the east
guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of
them and stopped over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw the star, they were filled
with joy! 11They entered the house and saw the
child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they opened
their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

12When it was time to leave, they returned to
their own country by another route, for God had
warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.

The Escape to Egypt
13After the wise men were gone, an angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up!
Flee to Egypt with the child and his mother,” the
angel said. “Stay there until I tell you to return,
because Herod is going to search for the child to
kill him.”

14That night Joseph left for Egypt with the
child and Mary, his mother, 15and they stayed
there until Herod’s death. This fulfilled what the
Lord had spoken through the prophet: “I called
my Son out of Egypt.”*

16Herod was furious when he realized that
the wise men had outwitted him. He sent sol-
diers to kill all the boys in and around Bethle-
hem who were two years old and under, based
on the wise men’s report of the star’s first ap-

pearance. 17Herod’s brutal action fulfilled what
God had spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:

18 “A cry was heard in Ramah—
weeping and great mourning.

Rachel weeps for her children,
refusing to be comforted,
for they are dead.”*

The Return to Nazareth
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. 20“Get up!”
the angel said. “Take the child and his mother
back to the land of Israel, because those who
were trying to kill the child are dead.”

21So Joseph got up and returned to the land of
Israel with Jesus and his mother. 22But when he
learned that the new ruler of Judea was Herod’s
son Archelaus, he was afraid to go there. Then,
after being warned in a dream, he left for the re-
gion of Galilee. 23So the family went and lived in
a town called Nazareth. This fulfilled what the
prophets had said: “He will be called a Naza-
rene.”

John the Baptist Prepares the Way
3

In those days John the Baptist came to the
Judean wilderness and began preaching.

His message was, 2“Repent of your sins and turn
to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.*”
3The prophet Isaiah was speaking about John
when he said,

“He is a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming!

Clear the road for him!’”*

4John’s clothes were woven from coarse camel
hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist.
For food he ate locusts and wild honey. 5People
from Jerusalem and from all of Judea and all
over the Jordan Valley went out to see and hear
John. 6And when they confessed their sins, he
baptized them in the Jordan River.

7But when he saw many Pharisees and Saddu-
cees coming to watch him baptize,* he de-
nounced them. “You brood of snakes!” he
exclaimed. “Who warned you to flee the coming
wrath? 8Prove by the way you live that you have
repented of your sins and turned to God. 9Don’t
just say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we are de-
scendants of Abraham.’ That means nothing, for
I tell you, God can create children of Abraham
from these very stones. 10Even now the ax of
God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever the
roots of the trees. Yes, every tree that does not
produce good fruit will be chopped down and
thrown into the fire.

11“I baptize with* water those who repent of
their sins and turn to God. But someone is com-

MATTHEW 2 . . . page 734

2:1 Or royal astrologers; Greek reads magi; also in 2:7, 16. 2:2 Or star in the east. 2:6a Greek the rulers. 2:6b Mic 5:2; 2 Sam 5:2.
2:15 Hos 11:1. 2:18 Jer 31:15. 3:2 Or has come, or is coming soon. 3:3 Isa 40:3 (Greek version). 3:7 Or coming to be baptized.
3:11a Or in.
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little girl was possessed by an evil* spirit, 26and
she begged him to cast out the demon from her
daughter.

Since she was a Gentile, born in Syrian Phoe-
nicia, 27Jesus told her, “First I should feed the
children—my own family, the Jews.* It isn’t right
to take food from the children and throw it to the
dogs.”

28She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even the
dogs under the table are allowed to eat the
scraps from the children’s plates.”

29“Good answer!” he said. “Now go home, for
the demon has left your daughter.” 30And when
she arrived home, she found her little girl lying
quietly in bed, and the demon was gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man
31Jesus left Tyre and went up to Sidon before go-
ing back to the Sea of Galilee and the region of
the Ten Towns.* 32A deaf man with a speech im-
pediment was brought to him, and the people
begged Jesus to lay his hands on the man to heal
him.

33Jesus led him away from the crowd so they
could be alone. He put his fingers into the man’s
ears. Then, spitting on his own fingers, he
touched the man’s tongue. 34Looking up to
heaven, he sighed and said, “Ephphatha,” which
means, “Be opened!” 35Instantly the man could
hear perfectly, and his tongue was freed so he
could speak plainly!

36Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, but
the more he told them not to, the more they
spread the news. 37They were completely amazed
and said again and again, “Everything he does is
wonderful. He even makes the deaf to hear and
gives speech to those who cannot speak.”

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand
8

About this time another large crowd had
gathered, and the people ran out of food

again. Jesus called his disciples and told them,
2“I feel sorry for these people. They have been
here with me for three days, and they have noth-
ing left to eat. 3If I send them home hungry, they
will faint along the way. For some of them have
come a long distance.”

4His disciples replied, “How are we supposed
to find enough food to feed them out here in the
wilderness?”

5Jesus asked, “How much bread do you have?”
“Seven loaves,” they replied.
6So Jesus told all the people to sit down on the

ground. Then he took the seven loaves, thanked
God for them, and broke them into pieces. He
gave them to his disciples, who distributed the
bread to the crowd. 7A few small fish were
found, too, so Jesus also blessed these and told
the disciples to distribute them.

8They ate as much as they wanted. Afterward,

the disciples picked up seven large baskets of
leftover food. 9There were about 4,000 men in
the crowd that day, and Jesus sent them home af-
ter they had eaten. 10Immediately after this, he
got into a boat with his disciples and crossed
over to the region of Dalmanutha.

Pharisees Demand a Miraculous Sign
11When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had ar-
rived, they came and started to argue with him.
Testing him, they demanded that he show them
a miraculous sign from heaven to prove his au-
thority.

12When he heard this, he sighed deeply in his
spirit and said, “Why do these people keep de-
manding a miraculous sign? I tell you the truth, I
will not give this generation any such sign.” 13So
he got back into the boat and left them, and he
crossed to the other side of the lake.

Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod
14But the disciples had forgotten to bring any
food. They had only one loaf of bread with them
in the boat. 15As they were crossing the lake,
Jesus warned them, “Watch out! Beware of the
yeast of the Pharisees and of Herod.”

16At this they began to argue with each other
because they hadn’t brought any bread. 17Jesus
knew what they were saying, so he said, “Why are
you arguing about having no bread? Don’t you
know or understand even yet? Are your hearts
too hard to take it in? 18‘You have eyes—can’t you
see? You have ears—can’t you hear?’* Don’t you
remember anything at all? 19When I fed the
5,000 with five loaves of bread, how many bas-
kets of leftovers did you pick up afterward?”

“Twelve,” they said.
20“And when I fed the 4,000 with seven loaves,

how many large baskets of leftovers did you pick
up?”

“Seven,” they said.
21“Don’t you understand yet?” he asked them.

Jesus Heals a Blind Man
22When they arrived at Bethsaida, some people
brought a blind man to Jesus, and they begged
him to touch the man and heal him. 23Jesus took
the blind man by the hand and led him out of the
village. Then, spitting on the man’s eyes, he laid
his hands on him and asked, “Can you see any-
thing now?”

24The man looked around. “Yes,” he said, “I
see people, but I can’t see them very clearly. They
look like trees walking around.”

25Then Jesus placed his hands on the man’s
eyes again, and his eyes were opened. His sight
was completely restored, and he could see every-
thing clearly. 26Jesus sent him away, saying,
“Don’t go back into the village on your way
home.”

MARK 8 . . . page 768
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John
Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word

1

1 In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
2 He existed in the beginning with God.
3 God created everything through him,

and nothing was created except through
him.

4 The Word gave life to everything that was
created,*

and his life brought light to everyone.
5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.*
6God sent a man, John the Baptist,* 7to tell

about the light so that everyone might believe
because of his testimony. 8John himself was not
the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the
light. 9The one who is the true light, who gives
light to everyone, was coming into the world.

10He came into the very world he created, but
the world didn’t recognize him. 11He came to his
own people, and even they rejected him. 12But to
all who believed him and accepted him, he gave
the right to become children of God. 13They are
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes
from God.

14So the Word became human* and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love
and faithfulness.* And we have seen his glory,
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

15John testified about him when he shouted
to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking
about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me
who is far greater than I am, for he existed long
before me.’”

16From his abundance we have all received
one gracious blessing after another.* 17For the
law was given through Moses, but God’s unfail-
ing love and faithfulness came through Jesus
Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. But the
unique One, who is himself God,* is near to the
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19This was John’s testimony when the Jewish
leaders sent priests and Temple assistants* from

Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” 20He
came right out and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21“Well then, who are you?” they asked. “Are
you Elijah?”

“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”*
“No.”
22“Then who are you? We need an answer for

those who sent us. What do you have to say
about yourself?”

23John replied in the words of the prophet Isa-
iah:

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’”*

24Then the Pharisees who had been sent
25asked him, “If you aren’t the Messiah or Elijah
or the Prophet, what right do you have to bap-
tize?”

26John told them, “I baptize with* water, but
right here in the crowd is someone you do not
recognize. 27Though his ministry follows mine,
I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the
straps of his sandal.”

28This encounter took place in Bethany, an
area east of the Jordan River, where John was
baptizing.

Jesus, the Lamb of God
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward
him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30He is the one I was
talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after
me who is far greater than I am, for he existed
long before me.’ 31I did not recognize him as the
Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so
that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit
descending like a dove from heaven and resting
upon him. 33I didn’t know he was the one, but
when God sent me to baptize with water, he
told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit
descend and rest is the one who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34I saw this happen to
Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of
God.*”

1:3-4 Or and nothing that was created was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything. 1:5 Or and the darkness
has not understood it. 1:6 Greek a man named John. 1:14a Greek became flesh. 1:14b Or grace and truth; also in 1:17.
1:16 Or received the grace of Christ rather than the grace of the law; Greek reads received grace upon grace. 1:18 Some
manuscripts read But the one and only Son. 1:19 Greek and Levites. 1:21 Greek Are you the Prophet? See Deut 18:15, 18;
Mal 4:5-6. 1:23 Isa 40:3. 1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33. 1:34 Some manuscripts read the Son of God.
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The bestselling Metal Bible is a lightweight, compact Bible with a protective matte-finish metal cover and a 
magnetic closure that protects the pages inside. Its sturdy metal case makes this a great Bible for teens to take 
along with them wherever they go.

Compact Camo Bible / NLT

A fashionable camo design makes it fun 
to carry this Bible anywhere. Durable 
canvas cover and zipper closure protect 
the Bible pages.

Zips™ Bible / NLT

An attractive compact Bible featuring durable canvas covers with a zipper closure to protect the Bible pages for 
on-the-go teens. Includes 26 pages of extra material in the front to help teens know more about the Bible and 
see that God has a plan for their lives. 
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01 NLT The Life Recovery Bible for Teens / Personal Size
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Live / NLT

Most youth Bibles are teen versions of adult Bibles. Live takes an all-new, teen-centered approach. It includes a 
wealth of experiences and activities that help teens discover surprising things about God and see God involved 
in their lives, with space to express their faith creatively on the pages of the Bible.

Holy Bible, Personal Compact / NLT

The pink butterfly Personal Compact NLT was designed 
just for girls. This compact Bible is the ideal size to carry 
in a purse or backpack. Deluxe features include a ribbon 
marker and silver gilded page edges.

NLT The Life Recovery® Bible for Teens / Personal Size

Addiction and abuse have no minimum age requirement. 
The Life Recovery Bible for Teens is a great resource for 
parents and relatives who want to point their loved one to 
the true source of recovery—God himself.

LEARN MORE ABOUT:

+  NLT The Life Recovery® Bible
 See page 13
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Live It Now! Dramatized Audio Bible / NLT

Live It Now! is a state-of-the-art 
audio production of the New Living 
Translation with inspirational  
music and dramatic sound effects. 
Packaged in a nylon or plastic 
carrying case.

Breathe Bible® Audio New Testament / NLT

The Breathe Bible Audio New Testament is a remarkably vivid listen-
ing experience that transports the listener into the world of the Bible. 
Performed in the New Living Translation by a cast of internationally  
acclaimed film and television actors and recording artists, this multi- 
million dollar audio production features cinema-quality sound with an 
original music score. It’s an experience listeners will never forget. 

Bible Alive! is a dramatic multivoice recording of the New Living 
Translation packaged in a quality nylon case. 

Bible Alive!™ / NLT

The One Year® Chronological Bible MP3 / NLT

Spend one unforgettable year listening to the full Bible in 365 daily 15-minute audio tracks.  
The One Year Bible MP3 and The One Year Chronological Bible MP3 offer two distinct and 
fascinating reading tracks. Each daily audio track in The One Year Bible MP3 includes a passage 
from the Old Testament, the New Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs. The One Year Chronological 
Bible MP3 is arranged in the order the biblical events actually happened and includes a foldout 
daily listening guide.



N
A

V
P

R
E

S
S

S
T

U
D

Y
T

E
X

T
S

PA
N

IS
H

Y
O

U
T

H
B

IB
LE 

JO
U

R
N

A
LIN

G
A

U
D

IO
S

C
R

IP
T

U
R

E 
P

O
R

T
IO

N
S

D
E

V
O

T
IO

N
A

L
R

E
FE

R
E

N
C

EAUDIO 81



ORDERS (855) 277.940082

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

# 
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 Inspire: Proverbs Softcover 11 978-1-4964-2664-2 $14.99 White 96 24 93⁄4 x 93⁄4

# Descrip.
Cover 
Material

Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper 
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case Size (in.)

Red 
Letter

01 New Believer’s Bible NT Softcover 8.5 978-1-4964-3825-6 $7.99 White 448 48 51⁄2 x 81⁄4

02 New Believer’s Bible NT Softcover 8.5 978-1-4143-0257-7 $7.99 White 448 48 51⁄2 x 81⁄4

03 New Believer’s Bible NT Pocket Size Softcover 6.19 978-1-4143-3388-5 $4.99 White 288 52 4 x 61⁄16

Inspire: Proverbs / NLT01
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New Believer’s Bible NT / NLT (02) New Believer’s Bible NT / NLT / Pocket Size (03)New Believer’s Bible NT / NLT (01)

Crowds Follow Jesus
23  Jesus traveled throughout the region of Gal i-
lee, teaching in the synagogues and announc-
ing the Good News about the Kingdom. And 
he healed every kind of disease and illness. 
24 News about him spread as far as  Syr ia, and 
people soon began bringing to him all who 
were sick. And whatever their sickness or 
disease, or if they were demon possessed or 
epileptic or paralyzed—he healed them all. 
25 Large crowds followed him wherever he 
went—people from Gal i lee, the Ten Towns,* 
Je ru sa lem, from all over Ju dea, and from east 
of the Jordan River.

The Sermon on the Mount

5 One day as he saw the crowds gathering, 
 Jesus went up on the mountainside and 

sat down. His disciples gathered around him, 
2 and he began to teach them.

The Beatitudes
 3 “God blesses those who are poor and 

realize their need for him,*
for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

 4 God blesses those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.

 5 God blesses those who are humble,
for they will inherit the whole earth.

 6 God blesses those who hunger and thirst 
for justice,*

for they will be satisfied.

 7 God blesses those who are merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

 8 God blesses those whose hearts are 
pure,

for they will see God.
 9 God blesses those who work for peace,

for they will be called the children 
of God.

 10 God blesses those who are persecuted for 
doing right,

for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
11 “God blesses you when people mock you 

and persecute you and lie about you and say 
all sorts of evil things against you because you 
are my followers. 12 Be happy about it! Be very 
glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. 
And remember, the ancient prophets were 
persecuted in the same way.

Teaching about Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what 
good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you 
make it salty again? It will be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot as worthless.

14 “You are the light of the world—like a 
city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 15 No 
one lights a lamp and then puts it under a 
basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, 
where it gives light to every one in the house. 
16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine 
out for all to see, so that every one will praise 
your heavenly Father.

 4:25 Greek Decapolis.  5:3 Greek poor in spirit.  5:6 Or for righteousness. 
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Beware of the sins of the heart read MATTHEW 5:27-30

Some people have the mistaken notion that unless you commit the actual act of adultery 
you have not really sinned. They think it is okay to fantasize about or look at someone 
lustfully so long as you don’t become involved with that person. But Jesus cuts straight 
to the core. He lets us know that even a lustful glance is as sinful as committing adultery.

In the original Greek, one of the meanings for the word Jesus uses for look is “intentional 
and repeated gazing.” Jesus’ remedy for someone who has a problem in this area seems 
rather harsh, but you really have to look at the context and the culture of the day to under-
stand this radical but important statement.

In the Jewish culture, the right eye (translated here as “your good eye”) represented 
one’s best vision, and the right hand (“your stronger hand”) represented one’s best skills. 
In essence, Jesus is saying that you should be willing to give up whatever is necessary to 
keep you from falling into this sin. That may mean terminating a relationship, getting rid 
of extra television channels, throwing out your smartphone, or changing how or where 
you spend your spare time. Remove yourself from those things that can have a spiritually 
destructive effect on your life. Then take practical steps to fill your mind with the things of 
God: “Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, 
and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise” (Philippians 4:8).
For the next note on “Purity” turn to page 1074.
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LEARN MORE ABOUT:

+  The Inspire® Bible Line
 See page 29

The New Believer’s Bible New Testament is designed to help new Christians read, study, and understand the 
New Testament text. This new edition of the New Testament, with expanded notes from Pastor Greg Laurie, has 
been refreshed for today’s language and needs.

Inspire®: Proverbs / NLT

A single-column coloring-book-style edition of the full books of Proverbs featuring large font; thick, uncoated 
white art paper; extra-wide margins for Bible journaling; and over 70 all-new, beautiful line-art illustrations to 
color; plus 80 designed verses within the Bible text containing words to color (shown in the sample above).

New Believer’s® Bible New Testament / NLT
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 4 Even when I walk
through the darkest valley,

I will not be afraid,
for you are close beside me.

Your rod and your staff
protect and comfort me.

 5 You prepare a feast for me
in the presence of my enemies.

You honor me by anointing my head with oil.
My cup overflows with blessings.

 6 Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me
all the days of my life,

and I will live in the house of the Lord
forever.

24  
A psalm of David.

 

 2 For he laid the earth’s foundation on the seas
and built it on the ocean depths.

 3 Who may climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who may stand in his holy place?

 4 Only those whose hands and hearts are pure,
who do not worship idols
and never tell lies.

 5 They will receive the Lord’s blessing
and have a right relationship with God their savior.

 6 Such people may seek you
and worship in your presence, O God of Jacob.  Interlude

 7 Open up, ancient gates!
Open up, ancient doors,
and let the King of glory enter.

 

 9 Open up, ancient gates!
Open up, ancient doors,
and let the King of glory enter.

10 Who is the King of glory?
The Lord of Heaven’s Armies—
he is the King of glory.  Interlude

belong to him.belong to him.
Lord’s,Lord’s, 1The earth is the

and everything in it. The world and all 

its people

 8Who is the King of glory? The LORD,

strong and mighty;strong and mighty;
the LORD, invincible in battle.
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Inspire: Psalms / NLT01

01 Abundant Life NT / NLT

Pocket Thinline NT  / NLT01

Inspire®: Psalms / NLT

A single-column coloring-book-style edition of the full book of Psalms featuring large font; thick, uncoated white 
art paper; extra-wide margins for Bible journaling; and 84 all-new line-art illustrations of key verses to color; plus 
368 designed verses within the Bible text (shown in the sample above).

Abundant Life™ New Testament / NLT

The New Living Translation is available in an affordable New Testament.

Pocket Thinline New Testament / NLT

A checkbook-size Bible Pocket Thinline New Testament can conveniently fit in a pocket or purse. 
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Pkg. Pgs. # Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 The Life Softcover 8.5 978-1-4143-9636-1 $4.99 White   112 144 5 x 7 

# Descrip. Cover Material
Font 
Size ISBN

Retail 
Price

Paper  
Edging Rbn.

Prod. 
Pkg. Pgs. # Case

Size  
(in.)

Red 
Letter

01 The Book of Hope Softcover 978-0-8423-3366-5 $0.99 White   64 100 41⁄8 x 61⁄4

02 Gospel of John 10-Pack Softcover 8.5 978-1-4143-0898-2 $9.90 White Shrink-Wrap 80 32 4 x 53⁄4

01 02

01 8
24    John 7:38

come to me! 38
 Anyone who believes in 

me may come and drink! For the Scrip
tures declare, ‘Rivers of living water 
will flow from his heart.’” 39

 (When he 
said “living water,” he was speaking of 
the Spirit, who would be given to every
one believing in him. But the Spirit had 
not yet been given, because  Jesus had 
not yet entered into his glory.)

Division and Unbelief
40

 When the crowds heard him say 
this, some of them declared, “Surely 
this man is the Prophet we’ve been ex
pecting.” 41

 Others said, “He is the Mes
siah.” Still others said, “But he can’t 
be! Will the Messiah come from Gal i
lee? 42

 For the Scriptures clearly state 
that the Messiah will be born of the 
royal line of Da vid, in Beth le hem, the 
village where King Da vid was born.” 
43

 So the crowd was divided about him. 
44

 Some even wanted him arrested, but 
no one laid a hand on him.

45
 When the Temple guards returned 

without having arrested  Jesus, the lead
ing priests and Phar i sees demanded, 
“Why didn’t you bring him in?”

46
 “We have never heard anyone 

speak like this!” the guards responded.
47

 “Have you been led astray, too?” 
the Phar i sees mocked. 48

 “Is there a 
single one of us rulers or Phar i sees who 
believes in him? 49

 This foolish crowd 
follows him, but they are ignorant of 
the law. God’s curse is on them!”

50
 Then Nic o de mus, the leader who 

had met with  Jesus earlier, spoke up. 
51

 “Is it legal to convict a man before he 
is given a hearing?” he asked.

52
 They replied, “Are you from Gal i

lee, too? Search the Scriptures and see 
for yourself—no prophet ever comes 
from Gal i lee!”

53
 Then the meeting broke up, and 

every body went home.

Jesus Confronts 
Religious Leaders
8:1 Jesus returned to the Mount of Ol
ives, 2

 but early the next morning he 
was back again at the Temple. A crowd 
soon gathered, and he sat down and 

Jesus is the light we 
need to see what’s 
really important, 
what’s scary 
dangerous, and how 
to squeeze the most 
out of life.
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The Life / NLT

There are low-cost New Living Translation portions available to meet the needs of any individual or church 
evangelism program.

Scripture Portions / NLT

The Life / NLT

An unconventional BIBLEZINE for spiritually curious teens that contains the full text of John and excerpts from 
Luke, Acts, James, and 1 John. It includes 112 full-color pages and dozens of images and quotes that are 
perfect for social media sharing.  
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# Descrip.
Cover  
Material

Font 
Size ISBN

Retail  
Price

Paper 
Edging Prod. Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case

Size  
(in.)

01 Living Insights NT Complete Set Hardcover 10 978-1-4964-4743-2 $403.84 White Box 5780 1 13 x 9

# Descrip.
Cover  
Material

Font 
Size ISBN Retail Price

Paper 
Edging Pgs. # Case Size (in.)

01 Insights on Matthew, 1–15 Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9382-7 $25.99 White 352 24 6 x 9

02 Insights on Matthew, 16–28 Hardcover 10 978-1-4964-3615-3 $25.99 White 340 28 6 x 9

03 Insights on Mark Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9381-0 $25.99 White 424 20 6 x 9

04 Insights on Luke Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9380-3 $25.99 White 528 16 6 x 9

05 Insights on John Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9379-7 $25.99 White 416 24 6 x 9

06 Insights on Acts Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9375-9 $25.99 White 544 16 6 x 9

07 Insights on Romans Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9385-8 $25.99 White 400 24 6 x 9

08 Insights on 1 & 2 Corinthians Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9371-1 $25.99 White 504 20 6 x 9

09 Insights on Galatians, Ephesians Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9376-6 $25.99 White 336 28 6 x 9

10 Insights on Philippians, Colossians, Philemon Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9383-4 $25.99 White 240 36 6 x 9

11 Insights on 1 & 2 Thessalonians Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9372-8 $19.99 White 176 44 6 x 9

12 Insights on 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9373-5 $25.99 White 320 24 6 x 9

13 Insights on Hebrews Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9377-3 $25.99 White 256 24 6 x 9

14 Insights on James, 1 & 2 Peter Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9378-0 $25.99 White 384 24 6 x 9

15 Insights on 1, 2 & 3 John, Jude Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9374-2 $19.99 White 208 40 6 x 9

16 Insights on Revelation Hardcover 10 978-1-4143-9384-1 $25.99 White 352 24 6 x 9

11

04

1207 08

1615

06

14

09

13

03 05

10

0201

Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament Commentary Series

Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament Commentary Series Set

Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament Commentary series draws on Gold Medallion Award–winner Chuck 
Swindoll’s 50 years of experience studying and preaching God’s Word. His deep insight, signature easygoing style, 
and humor bring a warmth and practical accessibility not often found in commentaries. Each volume combines 
verse-by-verse commentary, charts, maps, photos, key terms, and background articles with practical application 
and includes parallel presentations of the NLT and NASB before each section.
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# Descrip.
Cover  
Material ISBN

Retail  
Price

Paper 
Edging Prod. Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case

Size  
(in.)

01 Vol 1: Genesis, Exodus Hardcover 978-0-8423-3427-3 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 576 20 6 x 9

02 Vol 2: Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy Hardcover 978-0-8423-3428-0 $36.99 White Shrink-Wrap 696 20 6 x 9

03 Vol 3: Joshua, Judges, Ruth Hardcover 978-0-8423-3429-7 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 568 14 6 x 9

04 Vol 4a: 1–2 Samuel Hardcover 978-0-8423-3430-3 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 464 20 6 x 9

05 Vol 4b: 1–2 Kings Hardcover 978-1-4143-2206-3 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 600 24 6 x 9

06 Vol 5a: 1–2 Chronicles Hardcover 978-0-8423-3431-0 $29.99 White Shrink-Wrap 456 24 6 x 9

07 Vol 5b: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther Hardcover 978-1-4143-2207-0 $29.99 White Shrink-Wrap 304 32 6 x 9

08 Vol 6: Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs Hardcover 978-0-8423-3432-7 $29.99 White Shrink-Wrap 416 12 6 x 9

09 Vol 7: Psalms, Proverbs Hardcover 978-0-8423-3433-4 $36.99 White Shrink-Wrap 684 12 6 x 9

10 Vol 8: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations Hardcover 978-0-8423-3434-1 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 608 12 6 x 9

11 Vol 9: Ezekiel, Daniel Hardcover 978-0-8423-3435-8 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 488 24 6 x 9

12 Vol 10: Minor Prophets Hardcover 978-0-8423-3436-5 $32.99 White Shrink-Wrap 672 12 6 x 9

13 Vol 11: Matthew, Mark Hardcover 978-0-8423-3437-2 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 576 12 6 x 9

14 Vol 12: Luke, Acts Hardcover 978-0-8423-3438-9 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 688 12 6 x 9

15 Vol 13: Gospel of John, 1–3 John Hardcover 978-0-8423-8341-7 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 432 20 6 x 9

16 Vol 14: Romans, Galatians Hardcover 978-0-8423-8342-4 $29.99 White Shrink-Wrap 356 24 6 x 9

17 Vol 15: 1–2 Corinthians Hardcover 978-0-8423-8343-1 $29.99 White Shrink-Wrap 400 28 6 x 9

18 Vol 16: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,  
1–2 Thessalonians, Philemon

Hardcover 978-0-8423-8344-8 $29.99 White Shrink-Wrap 456 24 6 x 9

19 Vol 17: 1–2 Timothy, Titus, Hebrews Hardcover 978-0-8423-8345-5 $29.99 White Shrink-Wrap 492 24 6 x 9

20 Vol 18: James, 1–2 Peter, Jude, Revelation Hardcover 978-0-8423-8346-2 $34.99 White Shrink-Wrap 624 16 6 x 9

01 02 03 04

08

06

09 10 11 12

20
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13 14

1615 17 19

07

18

Cornerstone Biblical Commentary Series / NLT

The Cornerstone Biblical Commentary series provides students, pastors, and laypeople with up-to-date, 
accessible, evangelical scholarship on the Old and New Testaments. Presenting the message of each passage, 
as well as an overview of other issues relevant to the text, each volume equips readers with exegetical and 
theological knowledge so they can better understand and apply God’s Word.
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# Descrip. Cover Material ISBN
Retail  
Price

Paper 
Edging Prod. Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case

Size  
(in.)

01 Matthew Softcover 978-0-8423-3034-3 $17.99 White 624 20 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

02 Mark Softcover 978-0-8423-3028-2 $17.99 White 528 28 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

03 Luke Softcover 978-0-8423-2852-4 $17.99 White 624 20 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

04 John Softcover 978-0-8423-2893-7 $17.99 White 464 28 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

05 Acts Softcover 978-0-8423-2861-6 $17.99 White 488 28 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

06 Romans Softcover 978-0-8423-2890-6 $15.99 White 320 40 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

07 1 & 2 Corinthians Softcover 978-0-8423-2853-1 $17.99 White 496 28 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

08 Galatians Softcover 978-0-8423-3026-8 $15.99 White 256 56 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

09 Ephesians Softcover 978-0-8423-2813-5 $15.99 White 176 76 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

10 Philippians, Colossians & Philemon Softcover 978-0-8423-2974-3 $15.99 White 288 60 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

11 1 & 2 Thessalonians Softcover 978-0-8423-2862-3 $15.99 White 160 80 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

12 1 & 2 Timothy/Titus Softcover 978-0-8423-2832-6 $15.99 White 320 44 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

13 Hebrews Softcover 978-0-8423-2856-2 $15.99 White 288 52 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

14 James Softcover 978-0-8423-2891-3 $15.99 White 192 72 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

15 1 & 2 Peter/Jude Softcover 978-0-8423-3031-2 $15.99 White 272 52 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

16 1, 2 & 3 John Softcover 978-0-8423-2857-9 $15.99 White 176 72 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

17 Revelation Softcover 978-0-8423-2874-6 $15.99 White 320 44 51⁄4 x 81⁄4

18 Life Application New Testament 
Commentary

Hardcover 978-0-8423-7066-0 $34.99 White 1296 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

01 02 03 04 05 06 07

08 09 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18

Life Application® Bible Commentary Series / NLT

The Life Application Bible Commentary series provides personal help, teaching notes, and sermon ideas that 
address needs, answer questions, and provide help for daily living. Each commentary provides explanation, 
background, and application for every verse of the featured book of the Bible.
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# Descrip.
Cover  
Material ISBN

Retail  
Price

Paper 
Edging Prod. Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case

Size  
(in.)

01 Searching the Scriptures Softcover 978-1-4143-8066-7 $16.99 White 288 40 51⁄2 x 81⁄4

02 How to Study the Bible and Enjoy It Softcover 978-0-8423-3723-6 $13.99 White 160 80 6 x 81⁄4

03 Origin of the Bible Softcover 978-1-4143-7932-6 $17.99 White 352 32 51⁄2 x 81⁄4

04 Ryken’s Bible Handbook Hardcover 978-0-8423-8401-8 $19.97 White 672 20 5 1⁄4 x 8

05 Tyndale Handbook of Bible Charts & Maps Softcover 978-0-8423-3552-2 $24.99 White 624 14 7 x 10

06 Young’s Bible Dictionary Softcover 978-1-4143-1568-3 $15.99 White 576 24 51⁄2 x 81⁄4

07 Tyndale Bible Dictionary Hardcover 978-1-4143-1945-2 $34.99 White 1352 8 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

08 Handbook of Bible Application Hardcover 978-0-8423-1044-4 $29.99 White 688 12 61⁄2 x 93⁄16

# Descrip.
Cover  
Material ISBN

Retail  
Price

Paper 
Edging Prod. Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case

Size  
(in.)

01 Outline Bible Hardcover 978-0-8423-3701-4 $24.99 White 784 14 6 x 9

02 Willmington’s Bible Handbook Hardcover 978-0-8423-8174-1 $29.99 White 960 12 51⁄2 x 81⁄4

03 Willmington’s Guide to the Bible  
30th Anniversary Edition (rev.)

Hardcover 978-1-4143-2971-0 $49.99 White 1248 4 83⁄8 x 107⁄8

02 03 04 0601

07

05

08

02 0301

For more detailed information about each of these products, please visit www.tyndale.com.

Bible Reference

Harold Willmington Resources

Author and Bible teacher Harold Willmington has dedicated his life to studying and teaching the Word of 
God. He has taught over 80,000 students from around the world. His books, including The Outline Bible, 
Willmington’s Bible Handbook, and Willmington’s Guide to the Bible, offer the reader concise yet 
comprehensive and systematic understanding of the Bible. 
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# Descrip.
Cover  
Material ISBN

Retail  
Price

Paper 
Edging Prod. Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case

Size  
(in.)

01 Word Study Greek-English 
New Testament

Hardcover 978-0-8423-8290-8 $49.99 White 1824 12 6 x 9

02 New Greek/English Interlinear 
New Testament

Hardcover 978-1-4964-4398-4 $29.99 White 928 28 51⁄2 x 8

03 New Testament Text and Translation 
Commentary

Hardcover 978-1-4143-1034-3 $79.99 White 944 12 6 x 9

# Descrip. Cover Material ISBN
Retail  
Price

Paper 
Edging Prod. Pkg. Pgs.

#  
Case

Size  
(in.)

01 What the Bible Is All About NIV Softcover 978-1-4964-1604-9 $17.99 White 832 20 51⁄4 x 8

02 What the Bible Is All About KJV Softcover 978-1-4964-1603-2 $17.99 White 832 20 51⁄4 x 8

03 What the Bible Is All About Visual Edition Softcover 978-1-4964-1615-5 $22.99 White 448 10 55⁄8 x 71 ⁄2

04 What the Bible Is All About  
Bible Handbook for Kids

Softcover 978-1-4964-1611-7 $16.99 White 352 24 6 x 9

05 Discover Jesus in the Pages of the Bible Softcover 978-1-4964-1675-9 $14.99 White 176 72 51⁄4 x 8

06 The Life of Jesus: Matthew through John Softcover 978-1-4964-1620-9 $9.99 White 176 64 6 x 9

07 Christians on the Move: The Book of Acts Softcover 978-1-4964-1624-7 $9.99 White 176 64 6 x 9

02 0301

01 02 03 04 05 06 07

Original Language Resources

Tyndale offers three Greek language resources to help readers better understand the New Testament. The 
Word-Study Greek-English New Testament is designed for English readers connecting the NRSV to the 
popular Strong’s numbering system. The New Greek-English Interlinear New Testament is perfect for Greek 
language students. The new, updated edition includes the UBS5/NA28 Greek text with a word-for-word English 
gloss and the NRSV in a parallel column. The New Testament Text and Translation Commentary has become 
the standard technical commentary of its kind, looking at the textual variants of the New Testament and how all 
major English translations have handled them.

What the Bible Is All About®

What the Bible Is All About is the essential handbook for anyone who wants to read and understand God’s Word. 
Inside this revised and updated edition of Henrietta Mears’s classic, you’ll find an overview of every book in the 
Bible. In addition, What the Bible Is All About will: Explain how Jesus is revealed in the Old and New Testaments; 
show why the Bible is one book, one history, one story; introduce key people in biblical history; give historical 
background for every major event; highlight recurring biblical themes; and provide helpful reading plans, maps, 
charts, and other study helps.

Multiple editions and studies are available.
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